
Vaccine boosters: Mandatory
is not the only way, but it
does seem to be an effective
way
Accroître la couverture vaccinale : obligation
n'est pas le seul moyen, mais on dirait qu'il
marche

We are particularly disappointed by the use of the term "author-
itarian'' as indicated recently for the new mandatory vaccination
policy in France [1], and also by the concept of suppression of
personal freedom that has been associated with such manda-
tory vaccination. People can only consider themselves to be fully
free when they are fully aware of the consequences of their
choices. Furthermore, in a community, the concept of individual
freedom cannot be considered separately from respect for the
rights of the other members of the community. For example, in
Italy, where the new legislation on mandatory vaccination
served as an example for the French legislation that it preceded
by a few months there have been intense debates and further
legislative changes [2].
We are aware that alternative means to legislation can help to
increase vaccination coverage, but these are often strongly
influenced by the media and by other non-scientifically sup-
ported information sources [3], which was particularly the case
in Italy. Prior to the introduction of what is known as the Lorenzin
Law (by Italian Health Minister, Beatrice Lorenzin), according to
the autonomy guaranteed by constitutional reform, the Veneto
Region decided to suspend the previously obligatory vaccina-
tions (i.e. immunization against diphtheria, poliomyelitis, teta-
nus and hepatitis B). This resulted in significant reduction in
vaccination coverage [4]. Then, the reintroduction and expan-
sion of these national obligations rapidly reversed this down-
ward trend, as confirmed by the most recent data (e.g., 4.42%
growth for the first dose of measles vaccination) [5,6].
Although we are fully in agreement with education and empow-
erment of the population as fundamental tools to support
primary prevention, we share the perplexities expressed by
others on the limited success of such strategies [7]. In France,
the concept of freedom is expressed in their dictum "Liberté,
Égalité, Fraternité'', as a secular cornerstone of the Republic, and
similarly in Italy, Article 32 of the Constitution states, "The

Republic protects health as a fundamental right of the individual
and of importance to the community, and guarantees free
healthcare for those in need. No one can be forced to undergo
any specific health treatment, except when accorded by Law.
The Law cannot under any circumstances violate the limits
imposed by respect for the human person''. History teaches
us that mandatory vaccination "accorded by law'' in many
countries (including Italy) has been one of the most important
instruments in the protection of Public Health [8].
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