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Summary
6LQFH�WKH�DGYHQW�RI�PDVV�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�/HEDQRQ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��XQLYHUVLW\�VWX-

dents have represented an integral component of the Lebanese political society. This centrality 
UHFRQÀUPHG�LWVHOI�WKURJKRXW�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8SULVLQJ�RI�2FWREHU�������ZKHUHRI�XQLYHUVLW\�VWX-
dents represented one of the most vibrant and active actors. 

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�,5+$/�SURMHFW��WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDSHU�DLPV�DW�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�UROH�WKDW�WKH�PDV-
sive participation of university students to the Lebanese Uprising exerted on their political 
SRVLWLRQDOLWLV�DQG�LWV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�/HEDQHVH�SROLWLFV��7R�WKLV�HQG��LW�ZLOO�ÀUVW�
SURYLGH�D�KLVWRULFDO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�SDWWHUQV�RI�VWXGHQW�DFWLYLVP�LQ�/HEDQRQ��WR�WKHQ�
present and analyze the results of the four focus groups carried out by IRHAL in July 2021 to 
assess the impact of the Uprising on students’ political attitudes and behaviour.

Introduction
%HWZHHQ�2FWREHU����������DQG�ODWH�)HEUXDU\�������DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�SRSXODU�XSULVLQJ�IRU�

JHRJUDSKLF� VFRSH� DQG�SRSXODU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� WRRN�KROG� RI� WKH�/HEDQHVH� VWUHHWV� GHPDQGLQJ��
WKURXJK�D�YDULHW\�RI�FODLPV��SUDFWLFHV�DQG�VROLGDULWLHV��D�UDGLFDO�UHGHÀQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VR-
FLR�HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RUGHU�RQ�PRUH�DFFRXQWDEOH��LQFOXVLYH�DQG�HTXDO�EDVHV��,),��������7KH�
uprising – or thawra��UHYROXWLRQ��DV�ODEHOOHG�E\�WKH�DUUD\�RI�PRELOL]HG�DFWRUV�ZKR�HPERGLHG�
LW�²�FURVV�FXW�JHRJUDSKLF��FODVV��VHFWDULDQ��JHQGHU�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�ERXQGDULHV��DQG�DVVXPHG�
LPPHGLDWHO\�D�VWHDG\�DQWL�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�SRVWXUH��HSLWRPL]HG�LQ�WKH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�VORJDQ�Killun 
ya’ni killun���All of them means all of them) to express both the attribution of the full responsibility 
IRU�WKH�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH�VKRUWFRPLQJV�DͿHFWLQJ�SHRSOHV·�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV�WR�WKH�
HQWLUHW\�RI�/HEDQHVH�VHFWDULDQ�IRUFHV��DQG�WKH�TXHVW�IRU�WKH�ODWWHU·V�LPPHGLDWH�UHVLJQDWLRQ�IURP�
the parliament. This represented a breakthrough of crucial importance with the transgressive 
SURWHVW�F\FOHV�RI�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�SHULRG��ZKHUH�VHFWDULDQ�ORJLFV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�KDG�
UHSUHVHQWHG�RU�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUH��PRVW�QRWDEO\�� WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´,QGHSHQGHQFH�,QWLIDGDµ�RU�
DOVR�´&HGDU�5HYROXWLRQµ�RI��������HLWKHU��DV�RI�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�LQFUHPHQWDO�DQWL�VHFWDULDQ�SURWHVW�
F\FOHV�GHYHORSHG�IURP������RQZDUGV��DQ�HOHSKDQW�LQ�WKH�URRP�VWLOO�WRR�LQFXPEHQW�WR�EH�RYHUWO\�
FKDOOHQJHG� �$EL<DJKL��<RXQHV�DQG�&DWRXVVH��������)XUWKHUPRUH��ZKLOH� WKH�XSULVLQJ�FRQVLV-
WHQWO\�EXLOW�RQ�FXPXODWLYH�DQG�LQFUHPHQWDO�G\QDPLFV��PXFK�RI�LWV�SURSXOVLYH�IRUFH�FDPH�IURP�
the spontaneous and protracted activation of social groups and geographical areas which had 
VR�IDU�ZLGHO\�UHPDLQHG�RQ�WKH�PDUJLQV�RI�DQWL�VHFWDULDQ�WUDQVJUHVVLYH�FRQWHQWLRQ��DQG�ZKRVH�
quiescence had represented a fundamental – albeit passive – pillar for the reproduction of sec-
tarian elites’ access to political power. 

$V�HͿHFWLYHO\�VXPPDUL]HG�E\�0RQD�+DUE��©WKH������2FWREHU�XSULVLQJ�WRSSOHG�WKH�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�EXW�GLG�QRW�PDQDJH�WR�EUHDN�WKH�HQWUHQFKHG�VHFWDULDQ�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHPª��+DUE��������2QH�
RI�WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV�VKRUWFRPLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�WKH�ORRVH�KRUL]RQWDO�VWUXFWXULQJ�
DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�VTXDUHV�ZKLFK��LI�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�SUHVHUYH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�IURP�
WRS�GRZQ�DWWHPSWV�RI�FRRSWDWLRQ��LW�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�SUHYHQWHG�WR�FDQDOL]H�WKH�DUUD\�RI�DWRP-
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ized grievances and actors who reactively took the streets towards a broad-based constituent 
process projected on the long term. 

7KH�XSULVLQJ�GHPRELOL]HG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�)HEUXDU\�������XSRQ�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�&RYLG����SDQ-
GHPLF��DQG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQW�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�SURWUDFWHG�VDQLWDU\�ORFNGRZQV�ZKLFK�IRUEDGH�SXE-
lic gatherings and were conductive to compulsory dismantlement of the permanent mobiliza-
WLRQ�VLWHV�PXVKURRPHG�LQ�WKH�PDLQ�VTXDUHV�DQG�FURVVURDGV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��:KHQ��GXULQJ�WKH�
VXPPHU�������WKH�FRQWDLQPHQW�PHDVXUHV�RQ�SXEOLF�JDWKHULQJV�EHJXQ�WR�EH�OLIWHG��WKH�H[SORVLRQ�
of more than two thousand tons of ammonium nitrate at the port of Beirut provoked the dev-
DVWDWLRQ�RI�D�FRQVLVWHQW�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO��ZLWK�D�ÀQDO�WROO�RI�DERXW�����
GHDWKV��WKRXVDQGV�RI�LQMXUHG��DQG�WKH�IRUFHG�GLVSODFHPHQW�RI�DERXW���������KRXVHKROGV��0HDQ-
ZKLOH��WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�ZKLFK�WULJJHUHG�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�WKH�XSULVLQJ�XQGHUZHQW�D�VWHDG\�
DFFHOHUDWLRQ�WR�EHFRPH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�:RUOG�%DQN�HVWLPDWHV��WKH�WKLUG�KDUVKHVW�RQH�HYHU�H[SH-
rienced at a global level since the late XIX century (World Bank 2021). The progression of the 
FULVLV�KDV�EHHQ�IXUWKHU�EXUGHQHG�E\�WKLUWHHQ�PRQWKV�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SDUDO\VLV��ZKLFK�KLQGHUHG�
WKH�GHOLYHU\�RI�D�YDULHW\�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GRQDWLRQV�DQG�ORDQV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�GHEW�FULVLV��LP-
SOHPHQW�WKH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ��LPSURYH�VHUYLFHV�DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUHV��DQG�VWDELOL]H�WKH�FXUUHQF\��
This progressively deprived the majority of Lebanese citizens of the material conditions to re-
WXUQ�WR�SHUPDQHQWO\�RFFXS\�VWUHHWV�DQG�VTXDUHV��WULJJHULQJ�DQ�RXWVWDQGLQJ�PLJUDWRU\�H[RGXV��
)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�SHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�FULVLV�SURYLGHG�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VHFWDULDQ�HOLWHV�WR�UHDFWLYDWH�
VXVWDLQHG�FOLHQWHOLVW�UHZDUGV�PHFKDQLVPV��FDVK�DQG�IRRG�GRQDWLRQV��WDUJHWHG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�
RLO�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\��FOLHQWHOLVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�&RYLG����YDFFLQHV��WR�FLWH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��WR�
UHWULHYH�FRQVHQVXV�DPRQJ�WKHLU�WDUJHW�FRQVWLWXHQFLHV��+RZHYHU��DV�DWWHVWHG�E\�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLYH�
persistence of capillary – albeit molecular and dis-organic – protest actions and their anti-sys-
WHPLF�IUDPLQJV��/HEDQRQ�6XSSRUW��0DSSLQJ�RI�&ROOHFWLYH�$FWLRQV�LQ�/HEDQRQ���WKLV�RSHUDWLRQ�
GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�KDYH�SURGXFHG�VR�IDU�HͿHFWV�ODUJH�HQRXJK�WR�PHQG�WKH�GHHS�IUDFWXUH�LQ�WKH�
VHFWDULDQ�VRFLDO�FRQWUDFW�XQYHLOHG�E\�WKH�XSULVLQJ��(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�� WKH�GHPRELOL]DWLRQ�RI�
the squares ignited ex-post a sustained constituent momentum among a variety of opposition 
actors and networks emerged during the uprising towards the construction of alternative po-
litical parties and coalitions through which challenge establishment parties in the upcoming 
2022 elections. 

$JDLQVW� WKLV�EDFNGURS�� WKH�,5+$/�SURMHFW�DLPV�DW�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�UROH�WKDW�XQLYHUVLW\�VWX-
GHQWV�PLJKW�SOD\�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�SRZHU�EORFN��7R�WKLV�DLP��ZH�RUJDQL]HG�
four focus groups to assess how the uprising and its aftermaths impacted on students’ political 
DWWLWXGHV�DQG�EHKDYLRU��WR�WKHQ�H[SORUH�WKH�UROH�WKDW�WKH�ODWWHU�FDQ�H[HUW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�/HED-
nese politics.

,Q�HͿHFW��VLQFH�WKH�YHU\�DUPDWLRQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�FRQWHQWLRXV�DFWRUV�RQ�
WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�DUHQD�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�����V��XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�DFWLY-
ism in Lebanon has been constantly characterized by a sharp dualistic structure. As much as 
university campuses have never ceased to represent one of the major breeding grounds for the 
UDGLFDO�FRQWHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�VHFWDULDQ�RUGHU��LQ�IDFW��WKH�VDPH�FDPSXVHV�KDYH�VLPXO-
taneously represented also a prominent site of partisan activism and recruitment underpin-
QLQJ�IURP�EHORZ�WKH�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�VHFWDULDQ�OR\DOWLHV�DQG�PRGHV�RI�SROLWLFDO�VXEMHFWLÀFDWLRQ��
The forms whereby this dualism expressed itself over time have walked hand in hand with 
WKH�VKLIWLQJ�IUDPLQJV��IDXOW�OLQHV�DQG�SRZHU�EDODQFHV�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�G\QDP-
LFV��ZKHUHRI�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�UHSUHVHQWHG�ERWK�D�PLUURU�DQG�DQ�LQWHJUDO�FRPSRQHQW��7KHUHIRUH��
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQDOLWLHV�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�DFURVV�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��WKHLU�
VWUDWLÀFDWLRQV��DQG�PRGHV�RI�DUWLFXODWLRQ�SURYLGHV�D�SULYLOHJHG�REVHUYDWLRQ�SRLQW�WR�JUDVS�WKH�
main political ferments at stake within Lebanese society in a given historical moment. More 
LPSRUWDQWO\��EHLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�FDPSXVHV�RQH�RI�WKH�SULYLOHJHG�VLWHV�RI�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�IXWXUH�YRW-
HUV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV��WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�IRUPV�DQG�WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�VWXGHQWV·�HQJDJHPHQW�WR�
WKH�SROLWLFDO�RͿHUV�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�YDOXDEOH�YDQWDJH�SRLQW�WR�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�PDLQ�RXWOLQHV�RI�WKH�
political confrontation to expect in the upcoming future. 
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From ideology to partisanship: Lebanese university student activism before and after the Civil War 
(1975-1990)

$OEHLW�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�XQLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�GDWHV�EDFN�WR�WKH�ODWH�;,;�FHQ-
WXU\��XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�HPHUJHG�DV�SURPLQHQW�FRQWHQWLRXV�DFWRUV�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�
QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�DUHQD�RQ�WKH�HYH�RI�WKH�����V��7KLV�HPHUJHQFH�ZDV�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�SURPSWHG�
E\�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SROLFHV�SURPRWHG�E\�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�)RXDG�&KHKDE�������������ZKLFK��E\�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�HQODUJLQJ�WKH�VFRSH�DQG�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\�1 played 
D�SLYRWDO�UROH�WR�GHPRFUDWL]H�DQG�PDVVLI\�WKH�DFFHVV�WR�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�WR�GLVUXSW�WKH�
monopoly hold until then by private and elitist university institutions (Barakat 1977). At the 
FHQWHU�RI�VWXGHQWV·�PRELOL]DWLRQV�VWRRG�HGXFDWLRQDO��GRPHVWLF��DQG�UHJLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV�DOLNH��
within the framework of a broader process of rapid politicization and radicalization of the 
\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ�ERWK�ZLWKLQ�DQG�RXWVLGH�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��7UDERXOVL����������²���

8QWLO�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��������������WKH�GRPLQDQW�SROLWLFDO�IDXOW�OLQH�GLYLGLQJ�
WKH� VWXGHQWV·� SROLWLFDO� DOLDWLRQV� SLWWHG� D� ULJKW�ZLQJ�� SUHGRPLQDQWO\�0DURQLWH�PLQRULW\� RI�
student groups framing their defense of the existing Lebanese sectarian order according to 
GLͿHUHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�1DWLRQDOLVP��DJDLQVW�DQ�H[SDQGLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�SUH-
GRPLQDQWO\�0XVOLP��LGHRORJLFDOO\�KHWHURJHQHRXV�OHIWLVW�JURXSV�VWUXJJOLQJ�LQVWHDG�IRU�D�UDGLFDO�
UHGHÀQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�FLYLO�RUGHU�RQ�VHFXODU�DQG�PRUH�HTXDO�EDVHV��)DUVRXQ��������7KLV�
GLYLVLRQ�ODUJHO\�UHÁHFWHG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SROLWLFDO�SRODUL]DWLRQ�DQG�UDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�FRXQ-
WU\�ZDV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�DQG�ZKLFK��DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�FULVLV�DQG�WKH�SURSHOOHU�RI�WKH�EXON\�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�´UHVLVWDQFHµ��XOWL-
PDWHO\�VWHPPHG�LQ�D�IXOO\�ÁHGJHG�DUPHG�FRQIURQWDWLRQ��$OVR��WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�VWXGHQW�SROLWLFL-
]DWLRQ�UHÁHFWHG�WKH�GHHS�FULVLV�WKDW�WKH�GRPLQDQW�SROLWLFDO�VWUXFWXUHV�EDVHG�RQ�FLYLO�OHDGHUVKLS�
ZHUH�XQGHUJRLQJ��DQG�IRUHVKDGRZHG�WKH�GRPLQDQW�LGHRORJLFDO�IDXOW�OLQHV�ZKLFK�VKDSHG�WKH�
SROLWLFDO�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�´E\�RWKHU�PHDQVµ�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ELHQQLXP�RI�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��%DUDNDW�������
Nasr and Palmer 1977). 

6WDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�����V�� WKH�/HEDQHVH�&LYLO�:DU�XQGHUZHQW�D�VWHDG\�´VHFWDUL-
anization”. This process walked hand-in-hand with the progressive “cantonization”2 of the 
QDWLRQDO�WHUULWRU\�LQWR�KRPRJHQHRXV�VHFWDULDQ�HQFODYHV�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�VHFWDULDQ�PLOLWLDV��
ZKLFK�DOVR�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�� LQIUDVWUXFWXUDO�DQG�SXEOLF�VHU-
YLFHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�NH\�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�DUHDV�RI�LQÁXHQFH�
�3LFDUG��������7KLV�WULJJHUHG�D�SURIRXQG�UHFRQÀJXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�SROLWLFDO�VSHFWUXP�
LQ�D�VHFWDULDQ�VHQVH��DFFRUGLQJ� WR�SDWWHUQV�RI�DGKHVLRQ�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�PLUURULQJ� WKH�SR-
litical-sectarian balances at stake in a given locality. A crucial role in this process was played 
E\�WKH�GHFHQWUDOL]DWLRQ�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�FDPSXVHV��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\��
which eased the latter’s incorporation in the militia recruitment and hegemonic infrastruc-
WXUHV�WKURXJK�WKH�PHDQV�RI�DUPHG�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�SURYLVLRQ�RI�VFKRODUVKLSV��WKH�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�FDPSXVHV·�GLUHFWLYH�ERGLHV�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�VWDͿ��WKH�WDLORULQJ�RI�DFDGHPLF�FXUULFXOD�DQG�DG-
PLVVLRQ�FULWHULD��DQG�WKH�FOLHQWHOLVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�EHQHÀWV�WR�SDUWLVDQV��%DVKVKXU�
1988). 

2Q�2FWREHU�����������WKH�VLJQDWXUH�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´7D·LI�$JUHHPHQWVµ�VHW�XS�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�
for the end of the Lebanese Civil War. The Agreements established as core initiative for the 
re-institution of peace a constitutional restoration of political sectarianism readjusted in its 
SRZHU�VKDULQJ�IRUPXOD�LQ�IDYRU�RI�D�JUHDWHU�0XVOLP�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��E\�UHYLVLQJ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�

1� 7KH� /HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\�ZDV� IRUPDOO\� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� ������ DQG� UHDFKHG� IXOO� RSHUDWLRQDOLW\� RQO\� E\� ������
WKDQNV�WR�WKH�HͿRUWV�RI�3UHVLGHQW�&KHKDE��8S�WR�WRGD\��LW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�RQO\�/HEDQHVH�SXEOLF�XQLYHUVLW\��

2 The term “cantonization” is used here to indicate the process of division of the Lebanese territory into self-gov-
HUQHG��FRQWLJXRXV�DQG�ERUGHUHG�WHUULWRULDO�XQLWV�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�D�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�PLOLWLD�RU�FRDOLWLRQ�RI�PLOLWLDV�
which occurred during the Lebanese Civil War. 
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0XVOLP�DOORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�VHDWV�IURP�D�����WR�D���������UDWLR��DQG�E\�WUDQVIHUULQJ�
part of the executive and legislative prerogatives of the President of the Republic (Maronite) 
LQ� IDYRU�RI� WKH�H[HFXWLYH��6XQQL��DQG�WKH�3DUOLDPHQW�VSHDNHU��6KL·L���(TXDOO\� LPSRUWDQW�� WKH�
$JUHHPHQWV�SXW�/HEDQRQ�XQGHU�D�VWULFW�6\ULDQ�WXWHODJH��ZKLFK�WXUQHG�VRRQ�LQWR�DQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�
manu militari�KROGLQJ�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWH�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�GRPHVWLF�DQG�IRUHLJQ�DͿDLUV�

$V�VWUHVVHG�E\�1DJOH�DQG�&ODQF\��1DJOH�DQG�&ODQF\��������WKH�$JUHHPHQWV�ODUJHO\�UHÁHFWHG�
WKH�´QR�YLFWRU�DQG�QR�YDQTXLVKHGµ�RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�FRQÁLFW��DQG�de facto formalized the sectar-
ian structures emerged during the war by providing the new sectarian elites produced by the 
hostilities with the enabling institutional infrastructure to capture political power and repro-
duce in both state and society the path-dependent mechanisms of sectarian governance set up 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRQÁLFW��7KHVH�HOLWHV�LQFOXGHG��DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��D�WLQ\�EXW�SRZHUIXO�
6XQQD�ROLJDUFK\�RI�´FRQWUDFWRU�ERXUJHRLVHVµ�HSLWRPL]HG�LQ�WKH�ÀJXUH�RI�5DÀT�+DULUL�ZKR�WRRN�
WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��%DXPDQQ��������DQG��DERYH�DOO��IRUPHU�PLOLWLDV�DQG�ZDUORUGV�
ZKLFK��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�DPQHVW\�RI�������ZHUH�DEOH�WR�HDVLO\�UHFRQYHUW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQWR�
political parties and recapitalize in and through the state the political and economic power 
DFTXLUHG�E\�ZHDSRQV��7KH�PHDQV�ZKHUHE\�WKLV�UHFDSLWDOL]DWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�FRQVLVWHG�ÀUVW�DQG�
IRUHPRVW� LQ� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VWDWH� DSSDUDWXVHV� �PLQLVWULHV�� VWDWH�RZQHG�
HQWHUSULVHV�� SXEOLF� DJHQFLHV� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� HWF��� LQWR� LQVWUXPHQWV� RI� VHOI�VHUYLQJ� HFRQRP-
ic appropriation and political patronage through the clientelist or personalistic distribution 
RI�SURFXUHPHQWV��ZRUNSODFHV��DQG�UHVRXUFHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�GLVWULEXWLRQ�FULWHULD�VXSHUVHGHG�E\�
WKH�SROLWLFV�RI�DOORWPHQW�RI�WKH�VSRLOV�RI�RFH�EHTXHDWKHG�E\�WKH�7D·LI�$JUHHPHQWV��%DXPDQQ�
2019). This transformation was compounded by the strategic maintenance of a minimal state 
SURYLVLRQ�RI�EDVLF�DQG�ZHOIDUH�VHUYLFHV��ZKLFK�OHIW�WKH�ÀHOG�RSHQ�WR�SROLWLFDOO\�FRQQHFWHG�RU�
FRQWUROOHG�VHFWDULDQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WR�ÀOO�WKH�YRLG��&DPPHWW�������&DPPHWW�������UHOLJLRXV�SDU-
WLHV�VXFK�DV�+H]EROODK�SOD\�D�FULWLFDO�UROH�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�KHDOWK�FDUH��IRRG��SRYHUW\�UHOLHI��DQG�
RWKHU�VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�VHUYLFHV�DORQJVLGH�RU�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�HͿRUWV��6RPH�SDUWLHV�
GLVWULEXWH�JRRGV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�EURDGO\��HYHQ�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�SDUWLHV�RU�RWKHU�IDLWKV��ZKLOH�
others allocate services more narrowly to their own base. In Compassionate Communalism 
�&DPPHWW� �������0HODQL�&DPPHWW� DQDO\]HV� WKH�SROLWLFDO� ORJLFV� RI� VHFWDULDQLVP� WKURXJK� WKH�
lens of social welfare. On the basis of years of research into the varying welfare distribution 
VWUDWHJLHV�RI�&KULVWLDQ��6KLD�0XVOLP��DQG�6XQQL�0XVOLP�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LQ�/HEDQRQ��&DPPHWW�
VKRZV�KRZ�DQG�ZK\� VHFWDULDQ�JURXSV�GHSOR\�ZHOIDUH�EHQHÀWV� IRU� VXFK�YDULHG�JRDOV� DV� DW-
WUDFWLQJ�PDUJLQDO�YRWHUV��VROLGLI\LQJ�LQWUDFRQIHVVLRQDO�VXSSRUW��PRELOL]LQJ�PDVV�VXSSRUW��DQG�
VXSSRUWLQJ�PLOLWLD�ÀJKWHUV��&DPPHWW�WKHQ�H[WHQGV�KHU�DUJXPHQWV�ZLWK�QRYHO�HYLGHQFH�IURP�
the Sadrist movement in post-Saddam Iraq and the Bharatiya Janata Party in contemporary 
,QGLD��RWKHU�SODFHV�ZKHUH�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�HWKQLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SURYLGH�ZHOIDUH�DV�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�HI-
forts to build political support. Nonstate welfare performs a critical function in the absence of 
FDSDEOH�VWDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV��&DPPHWW�ÀQGV��EXW�LW�FRPHV�DW�D�SULFH��FUHDWLQJ�RU�GHHSHQLQJ�VRFLDO�
GLYLVLRQV��VXVWDLQLQJ�ULYDO�YLVLRQV�RI�WKH�SROLW\��RU�LQWURGXFLQJ�QHZ�OHYHOV�RI�VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLW\��
Compassionate Communalism is informed by Cammett’s use of many methods of data collec-
WLRQ�DQG�DQDO\VLV��LQFOXGLQJ�*HRJUDSKLF�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHPV��*,6��DQG�KHQFH�WR�SHQHWUDWH�DQG�
regulate every ‘nook and cranny’ of the life of Lebanese citizens. 

This war-inherited patterns of persistence and reproduction did not left immune university 
FDPSXVHV�ZKLFK��DORQJ�ZLWK�UHPDLQLQJ�SURPLQHQW�VLWHV�RI�VHFWDULDQ�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�IURP�DERYH��
VDZ�VWXGHQW�FOXEV�DQG�DVVRFLDWLRQV�SURJUHVVLYHO\�DUPLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�SURPLQHQW�VLWHV�RI�
VHFWDULDQ�SDUWLVDQ�DFWLYLVP�DQG�UHFUXLWPHQW��+DULN�DQG�0HKR��������$OVR��WKH�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�
VHFWDULDQ�OR\DOWLHV�DPRQJ�\RXWK�ZDV�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�XQGHUSLQQHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG�SRVW�
ZDU� ´SROLWLFV� RI� DPQHVLDµ�ZKLFK�� E\�SUHYHQWLQJ� IURP�DERYH� WKH� HODERUDWLRQ� RI� D� FROOHFWLYH�
PHPRU\�RI�WKH�FRQÁLFW�ÀUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�E\�KLQGHULQJ�WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�/HEDQHVH�SRVW�LQGH-
SHQGHQFH�KLVWRU\�LQ�WKH�RFLDO�VFKRRO�SURJUDPV��ERXQGHG�\RXWK·V�KLVWRULFDO�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
mise-en-sense of the country’s recent past to the sole familial memories and communal narra-
WLYHV��+DXJEROOH�������%DUDN��������
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7KH�UHVXOW�ZDV�WR�FHPHQW�DQG�VWUXFWXUDOL]H�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VHFWDULDQ�IDXOW�OLQHV��OR\DOWLHV��DQG�
PRGHV� RI�SROLWLFDO� VXEMHFWLÀFDWLRQ� HPHUJHG� LQ� WKH� WHUPLQDO�SKDVH� RI� WKH� FRQÁLFW��ZKLFK� UH-
mained henceforth the basic blueprint of the post-war national socio-political fabric. 

From the “Independence Intifada” to the October 17 Uprising: patterns and trajectories of university 
student activism in post-war Lebanon

7KH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�VHFWDULDQ�OR\DOWLHV�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�
´3D[�6\ULDQDµ��VWXGHQWV�DQG�\RXWK�UHPDLQHG�JHQHUDOO\�DEVHQW�IURP�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�DUH-
na. One of the main reasons for this absence was strictly related to the tight repressive control 
H[HUFLVHG�E\�6\ULDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�RYHU�/HEDQHVH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�FLYLO�OLIH��ZKLFK�VWUHWFKHG�IURP�WKH�
EDQ�RYHU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DQG�RSSRVLWLRQ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��WR�WKH�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�SUHVV�FHQVRU-
VKLS�DQG�HOHFWRUDO�IUDXGV��XS�WR�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�SHQHWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�DQG�
WKH�PXUGHUHU�RI�SROLWLFDO�GLVVLGHQWV��7KH�VHFRQG�RQH�ZDV�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�IHHOLQJ�RI�GLVWUHVV��
GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW� DQG�DOLHQDWLRQ�ZKLFK� FDXJKW� WKH� VLOHQW�PDMRULW\�RI� WKH� VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ��
resulting in a general disenfranchisement from active student politics (Harik and Meho 1996). 
This did not prevent anyway underground anti-Syrian student networks to emerge and op-
HUDWH��7KH�HDUOLHVW�DQG�PRVW�FRPEDWLYH�IURQW�ZDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�DOLDWHG�
to the banned Free Patriotic Movement (FPM)3 and Lebanese Forces (LF)4�ZKLFK��GHVSLWH�WKH�
FORVH�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�LQWHOOLJHQFH��PDQDJHG�WR�XVH�WKH�VDIHU�VSDFH�RI�SULYDWH�XQLYHU-
sities as prominent alternative sites of organization and mobilization in absence of – and au-
WRQRPRXVO\�IURP�²�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�SDUW\�OHDGHUV��%UD\�&ROOLQV�����������������7KLV�IURQW�FDPH�
to progressively incorporate also the student groups of the PSP5 (Druze) and the young parti-
sans of Prime Minister Hariri6�ZKLFK��HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�WKH�ZLWKGUDZDO�RI�WKH�,VUDHOL�RFFXSDWLRQ�
WURRSV�IURP�6RXWK�RI�/HEDQRQ�LQ�������IHOW�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IUHH�WR�SXEOLFO\�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�ORRPLQJ�
anti-Syrian stances. 

3� 7KH�)UHH�3DWULRWLF�0RYHPHQW��)30��HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�����V�DV�DQ�XQGHUJURXQG�DQWL�6\ULDQ�RU-
ganization aiming at pushing forward the political project of the exiled leader General Michel Aoun. Its social base 
DFFRXQWHG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�&KULVWLDQ�PLGGOH�FODVVHV��DQG�FRPELQHG�RYHUW�DQWL�6\ULDQ�VWDQFHV�ZLWK�D�ORRVH�/HEDQHVH�
nationalist ideology. After the withdrawal of Syrian troops from Lebanon in 2005 and the consequent return of 
$RXQ�WR�WKH�KRPHODQG��WKH�PRYHPHQW�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�IRUPDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\��,Q�GHÀDQFH�RI�LWV�VKDUS�DQWL�6\ULDQ�KLV-
WRU\��LQ������0LFKHO�$RXQ�VLJQHG�D�PHPRUDQGXP�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZLWK�+H]EROODK�ZKHUHE\�WKH�)30�EHFDPH�WKH�
major Christian force within the pro-Syrian March 8 coalition (Helou 2020).

&XUUHQWO\��WKH�)30�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�ODUJHVW�/HEDQHVH�&KULVWLDQ�SDUW\�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�3DUOLDPHQW��,Q�������0LFKHO�
Aoun has been elected President of the Republic. 

4 The Lebanese Forces (LF) were established in 1976 as an informal coalition of Christian right-wing militias 
XQGHU�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�.DWDHE�3DUW\��7KH�WZR�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�GHÀQLWHO\�VSOLW�LQ�������WR�EHFRPH�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU�WZR�
GLVWLQFW�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�VWURQJ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�6\ULDQ�FRQWURO�RYHU�/HEDQRQ��LQ������WKH�SDUW\�ZDV�
compulsory dissolved and its leader Samir Geagea put under arrest for war crimes. After the withdrawal of Syrian 
WURRSV�LQ�������*HDJHD�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�DQG�WKH�SDUW\�ZDV�OHJDOO\�UHFRQVWLWXWHG��HO�+XVVHLQL���������������&XUUHQWO\��
WKH�/)�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�VHFRQG�PDMRU�&KULVWLDQ�IRUFH�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�WKH�OHDGLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�SDUW\�RI�WKH�0DUFK����
coalition. 

5 The Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) was established in 1949 by the charismatic Druze leader Kamal Jumblatt. 
)URP�WKH�VKRUW�/HEDQHVH�FLYLO�ZDU�RI������XQWLO�WKH�-XPEODWW·V�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�LQ�������WKH�SDUW\�DUPHG�LWVHOI�DV�WKH�
OHDGLQJ�IRUFH�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�OHIW��WDNLQJ�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�1DWLRQDO�0RYHPHQW��L�H��WKH�XPEUHOOD�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQ�FRDOHVFLQJ�WKH�KHWHURJHQHRXV�DUUD\�RI�OHIWLVW�JURXSV�ZKR�WRRN�WKH�ZHDSRQV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��
$IWHU�.DPDO�-XPEODWW·V�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ��WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�SDUW\�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�KLV�VRQ�:DOLG�ZKR��ZKLOH�PDQDJLQJ�
WR�NHHS�WKH�SDUW\·V�PLOLWDU\�KHJHPRQ\��SURJUHVVLYHO\�VKLIWHG�LWV�LGHRORJLFDO�GLVFRXUVH�WRZDUGV�VHFWDULDQ�SRVLWLRQV��
'XULQJ�WKH�3D[�6\ULDQD��WKH�SDUW\�ZDV�IXOO\�LQWHJUDWHG�LQ�WKH�6\DULDQ�EDFNHG�UXOLQJ�DSSDUDWXV��WR�SURJUHVVLYHO\�
VKLIW�WRZDUGV�RYHUW�DQWL�6\ULDQ�SRVLWLRQV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�+DIH]�DO�$VVDG�LQ�������HO�+XVVHLQL���������������&XU-
UHQWO\��WKH�SDUW\�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�PDLQ�'UX]H�IRUFH�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�0DUFK����FRDOLWLRQ��

6� $IWHU�WKH�LQLWLDO�PDUULDJH�RI�FRQYHQLHQFH��IURP������WKH�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�+DULUL�DQG�6\ULD�EHJXQ�WR�UDSLGO\�
GHWHULRUDWH��7KH�GHÀQLWLYH�EUHDNRXW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������DV�D�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�6\ULDQ�VSRQVRUHG�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�
a constitutional reform to extend the mandate of the outgoing president Emile Lahoud. It is widely considered that 
his spectacular assassination was backed by the Syrian regime (International Crisis Group 2010)
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%HVLGHV�WKLV�PDMRULWDULDQ�SDUWLVDQ�VWUHDP�VWRRG�D�PLQRULWDULDQ��EXW�QRW�OHDVW�LPSRUWDQW��DU-
UD\�RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�VHFXODU�DQG�OHIWLVW�FROOHFWLYHV�SDLULQJ�WKH�ÀUP�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�6\ULDQ�RF-
FXSDWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�HTXDOO\�ÀUP�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�VHFWDULDQ�DQG�QHROLEHUDO�RUGHU��*DPELOO�
2003). These groups matured in the shadow of the wave of civil activism and leftist revival 
developed throughout the 1990s as oppositional counter-reaction to the implementation of the 
7D·LI�$JUHHPHQWV��DQG�SDUWLDOO\�EXLOW�RQ�WKH�OHIWLVW�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKH�DQWL�ZDU�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�
QHWZRUNV�RI�WKH�����V��+DJEROOH�������$EL<DJKL�DQG�<DPPLQH��������$V�PXFK�DV�WKHLU�VHFWDUL-
DQ�FRXQWHUSDUWV��WKH\�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�SURPLQHQW�LQFXEDWRU�IRU�D�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�DQG�
VRFLDO�DFWLYLVWV��DQG�DFWLYHO\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�PRELOL]DWLRQV�DQG�FDPSDLJQV�GHDOLQJ�
ZLWK�ERWK�GRPHVWLF��PXQLFLSDO�HOHFWLRQV��FLYLO�PDUULDJH��SRVW�ZDU�QHROLEHUDO�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ��
DQG�UHJLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV��H�J��������86�LQYDVLRQ�RI�,UDT���

6WDUWLQJ�IURP�ODWH�������SDUWLVDQ�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQWL�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQW�QHWZRUNV�EHJXQ�WR�
increasingly cooperate both within and outside of the campus in the common struggle against 
'DPDVFXV�KHJHPRQ\��7KH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�IXUWKHU�DFFHOHUDWHG�IURP�WKH�HQG�RI�������DV�WKH�6\U-
ian-sponsored amendment of the constitutional chart to extend the presidential mandate of 
Emile Lahoud sparked widespread outrage all over the country. This played an important role 
WR�OLH�WKH�JUDVVURRWV�IRXQGDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�EURDG�EUDQG�FRDOLWLRQ�ZKLFK��DIWHU�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�DV-
VDVVLQDWLRQ�RI�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�5DÀT�+DULUL�RQ�)HEUXDU\�����������WRRN�WKH�VWUHHWV�DQG�SURPSWHG�
WKH�GHÀQLWLYH�ZLWKGUDZDO�RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�WURRSV�IURP�/HEDQRQ��%UD\�&ROOLQV�����������������

The so-called “Independence Intifada” represented a fundamental moment of participation 
DQG�SROLWLFL]DWLRQ�IRU�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�VWXGHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ��DQG�PDUNHG�D�FUXFLDO�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW�LQ�
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SRVW�ZDU�VWXGHQW�SROLWLFV��)URP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�RI�SDUWLVDQ�DFWLYLVP��WKH�
major outcome was to foster and consolidate the full integration of student groups in the mil-
itant structures of the respective parties. The integration walked in parallel with the sharp po-
ODUL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�VSHFWUXP�LQWR�WZR�ULYDO�FRDOLWLRQV�GHÀQHG�E\�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�
UHJLRQDO�DOLJQPHQW��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH�6DXGL�DQG�:HVWHUQ�DOLJQHG�0DUFK����FRDOLWLRQ��OHDG-
ed by Hariri’s Mustaqbal movement7��WKH�/HEDQHVH�)RUFHV��DQG�-XPEODWW·V�363��RQ�WKH�RWKHU��
WKH�6\UR�,UDQLDQ�DOLJQHG�0DUFK���FRDOLWLRQ��OHDGHG�LQVWHDG�E\�$PDO�8�+H]EROODK�9 and Aoun’s 
)UHH�3DWULRWLF�0RYHPHQW�ZKR��DIWHU�KLV�UHWXUQ�IURP�H[LOH��VKLIWHG�KLV�SROLWLFDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�IURP�
anti-Syrian to pro-Syrian positions.

7KH�ÀUVW�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKLV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�ZDV�WR�VKLIW�WKH�PDLQ�IRFXV�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�SDUWLVDQ�
activism from student issues to the expansion of the respective militant bases and the par-
ties’ in-campus presence. This double work was carried out primarily by capillary penetrating 
WKH�VWXGHQW�VRFLDOL]LQJ�VWUXFWXUHV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�WKH�VWXGHQW�FOXEV��ZKLFK�EHFDPH�KHQFHIRUWK�
powerful platforms of recruitment and mobilization thanks to the numerous academic and 
VRFLDO�EHQHÀWV�DVVRFLDWHG�WR�WKH�DOLDWLRQ��/HIRUW��������6HFRQG��VHYHUDO�LQGHSHQGHQW�JURXSV�
DQG�ÀUVW�WLPHUV�ZKLFK�KDG�SDUWLFLSDWHG�WR�WKH�,QWLIDGD�JRW�DEVRUEHG�LQ�WKH�VSKHUH�RI�LQÁXHQFH�

7 The Mustaqbal movement was borned throughout the 1990s as a political current revolving around the per-
VRQDOLW\�RI�5DÀF�+DULUL��$IWHU�KLV�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ��KLV�SROLWLFDO�OHJDF\�ZDV�FRQWLQXHG�E\�WKH�VRQ�6DDG�ZKR��LQ�������
VWUXFWXUHG�WKH�FXUUHQW�LQWR�D�IRUPDO�SDUW\��&XUUHQWO\��0XVWDTEDO�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�6XQQD�SROLWLFDO�IRUFH�
and the leading group of the March 14 coalition. 

8� 7KH�$0$/�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������E\�WKH�,PDP�0XVD�DO�6DGU��IURP�WKH�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�0RYHPHQW�RI�
the Dispossessed. The movement aimed at empowering the living conditions and the political weight of the Shia 
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�/HEDQRQ��DQG�SDUWLFLSDWHG�WR�WKH�FLYLO�ZDU��$IWHU�WKH�P\VWHULRXV�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�DO�6DGU�LQ�������
WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�SDUW\�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�FXUUHQW�VHFUHWDU\�1DELK�%HUUL��DQG�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�
PLOLWLDV�RI�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��1RUWRQ��������7KDQNV�WR�LWV�ORQJVWDQGLQJ�FORVH�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�6\ULD��LQ�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�SHULRG�
it was able to retain and further consolidate the prominent position acquired by weapons. Currently the party rep-
resents the second most important Shia formation in Lebanon and is part of the March 8 coalition. 

9 Hezbollah ZDV�RFLDO\�ERUQ�LQ������IURP�D�VSOLQWHU�RI�WKH�$0$/�PRYHPHQW��'XULQJ�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��LW�SOD\HG�
a prominent role in resisting the Israeli invasion of the 6RXWK�RI�/HEDQRQ��DQG�UDSLGO\�H[SDQGHG�LWV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�
operations among the Shia community. Thanks to the post-war re-alignment with Syria and the protraction of the 
,VUDHOL�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6RXWK�RI�/HEDQRQ��WKH�SDUW\�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�VROH�SRVW�ZDU�PLOLWLD�DOORZHG�WR�UHWDLQ�LWV�PLO-
LWDU\�DUVHQDO��6LQFH�LWV�YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ��WKH�SDUW\�KDV�EHHQ�RUJDQLFDOO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�,UDQLDQ�UHJLPH��ZKHUHRI�LW�VWLOO�
represents one of the major regional allies (Norton 2007)
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RI�0DUFK���RU�0DUFK�����DW�WKH�H[SHQVHV�RI�WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�QHWZRUNV��/DVW�
EXW�QRW�OHDVW��XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�HOHFWLRQV�WXUQHG�LQWR�LQFUHDVLQJO\�UHOHYDQW�DQG�FRPSHWLWLYH�
testing grounds for the measurement of the political weight of the two coalitions on a national 
VFDOH��7KLV�UHOHYDQFH�SHDNHG�SDUWLFXODUO\�DIWHU�������DV�WKH�SRVWSRQHPHQW�RI�WKH�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�
HOHFWLRQV�IRU�ÀYH�FRQVHFXWLYH�\HDUV�PDGH�XQLYHUVLW\�EDOORWV�WKH�VROH�WHUUDLQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�HOHFWRUDO�
FRQIURQWDWLRQ��)XUWKHUPRUH��VHFXULW\�DFFLGHQWV�DPRQJ�SDUWLVDQ�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�RQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�
days became increasingly recurrent (Gatten 2013).

$JDLQVW�WKLV�VKDUS�VHFWDULDQ�UH�HQWUHQFKPHQW�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�SROLWLFV��VWDUWLQJ�IURP������WKH�
H[SORVLRQ�RI�D�VXFFHVVLRQ�RI�FRQWHQWLRXV�F\FOHV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DW�GLͿHUHQW�OHYHOV�/HEDQHVH�VHFWDU-
ian neoliberal order gave new impetus to the rise of independent student groups. The most 
important ones included: a) the Laique Pride Movement10� RI� ����������� DGYRFDWLQJ� IRU� WKH�
VHFXODUL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH��E��WKH�$QWL�6HFWDULDQ�0RYHPHQW�RI������11 which enlarged the scope 
of the quest for overthrowing the sectarian system to the endemic corruption and the rejection 
RI�QHROLEHUDO�SROLFLHV��F��WKH�PRELOL]DWLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�SRVWSRQHPHQW�RI�WKH�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�HOHF-
WLRQV�RI������������ZKHUH�WKH�TXHVW�IRU�SROLWLFDO�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�ZDV�DOVR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�SUHVHQW��
G��WKH�<RX�6WLQN�PRYHPHQW�RI������12 whose early environmental trigger quickly escalated into 
an overarching contestation of the political and economic status quo. 

5HÁHFWLQJ� WKH� VRFLR�JHRJUDSKLFDO� VFRSH� RI� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�PRELOL]DWLRQV�� WKHVH� QHW-
ZRUNV�WRRN�URRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�PDMRU�SULYDWH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO��VXFK�DV�WKH�$PHU-
LFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%HLUXW��$8%��13�WKH�/HEDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��/$8��14 and the Saint 
Joseph University (USJ)15�ZKHUH��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP������RQZDUGV��LQGHSHQGHQW�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL-
]DWLRQV�H[SHULHQFHG�D�FRQVLVWHQW�H[SDQVLRQ��7KH�LPSRUWDQW�JURZWK�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��KRZHYHU��
RQ�WKH�HYH�RI�WKH�2FWREHU����8SULVLQJ��WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�VHFWDULDQ�KHJHPRQ\�ZLWKLQ�FDPSXVHV�
ZDV�VWLOO�IDU�IURP�EHLQJ�FRQVLVWHQWO\�VFUDWFKHG��,Q�WKH������$8%�HOHFWLRQV��IRU�LQVWDQFH��DOEHLW�
WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�OLVW�JXLGHG�E\�WKH�6HFXODU�&OXE�HDUQHG�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHFRUG�RI�VL[�VHDWV��WKHVH�
VHDWV�UHSUHVHQWHG�DQ\ZD\�RQO\�RQH�WKLUG�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�FRXQFLO� �3DUUHLUD��7DYDQD��DQG�+DUE�
�������)XUWKHUPRUH��RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�VRFLR�JHRJUDSKLFDO�FOXVWHU��WKH�JURZWK�RI�
independent groups remained marginal and scarcely visible. This anticipated to a greater ex-
WHQW�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH������SDUOLDPHQWDU\�HOHFWLRQV�ZKLFK��DJDLQVW�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�
scored by the independent lists stemmed from the aforementioned anti-systemic contentious 
F\FOHV��VDZ�LQGHSHQGHQWV�HDUQLQJ�RQO\�RQH�VHDW�LQ�WKH�(DVW�%HLUXW�FRQVWLWXHQF\��HO�.DN��������

10 The Laique Pride movement was born between 2009 and 2010 from social media talks among activists to 
SURPRWH�VHFXODU�FKDQJH�LQ�/HEDQRQ��7KH�ÀUVW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�$SULO�������DQG�LQFOXGHG�DPRQJ�LWV�PDLQ�
FODLPV�WKH�VHFXODUL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHUVRQDO�VWDWXV�ODZ��7KH�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�FRPSRVHG�E\�FROOHFWLYHV��
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�1*2V�DGYRFDWLQJ�IRU�WKH�VHFXODUL]DWLRQ�RI�/HEDQRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�$8%·V�6HFXODU�&OXE��

11� 7KH�$QWL�6HFWDULDQ�0RYHPHQW�ZDV�ODXQFKHG�E\�D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI�/HIWLVW�FROOHFWLYHV�LQ�WKH�YHLQ�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�ZDYH�RI�
$UDE�8SULVLQJV��7KH�PRYHPHQW�WRXFKHG�LWV�]HQLWK�EHWZHHQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�0DUFK��ZLWK�D�VXFFHVVLRQ�RI�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
demonstrations taking place in the major Lebanese cities. The movement quickly faded upon internal divisions 
concerning its political agenda and the positioning of its components towards the Syrian uprising. 

12� 7KH�<RX�6WLQN�PRYHPHQW�XQIROGHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�������DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�D�VHYHUH�
WUDVK�FULVLV�ZKLFK�FDXJKW�%HLUXW�DQG�0RXQW�/HEDQRQ��7KH�FULVLV�ZDV�LJQLWHG�E\�WKH�VDWXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDLQ�ODQGÀOO�
VHUYLQJ�WKH�FDSLWDO�DQG�WKH�SDUDOOHO�H[SLULQJ�RI�WKH�FRQWUDFW�RI�WKH�VRFLHW\�FKDUJHG�RI�ZDVWH�FROOHFWLRQ��WR�ZKRP�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�IDLOHG�WR�ÀQG�D�SURPSW�VROXWLRQ��7KH�PRYHPHQW�GHEXWHG�DV�D�1,0%<�PRELOL]DWLRQ��WR�TXLFNO\�HVFDODWH�
into a mass contestation advocating for systemic change (Abu Rish 2015). 

13 The American University of Beirut was established in 1866 under the name of Syrian Protestant College per 
LQLWLDWLYH�RI�$PHULFDQ�SURWHVWDQW�PLVVLRQDULHV��6LQFH�LWV�YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ��LW�KDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SURP-
LQHQW�DQG�SUHVWLJLRXV�DFDGHPLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�WKH�$UDE�/HYDQW��DWWUDFWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�UHJLRQ��6LQFH�
WKH�����V��LW�KDV�FRQVWDQWO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�PDMRU�QRGH�RI�UDGLFDO�VWXGHQW�DFWLYLVP��

14 The Lebanese American University was established in 1992 under the original name of Beirut University 
College (BUC). Its earliest nucleus was set up in 1833 as a female Women’s College per initiative of American Evan-
JHOLFDO�PLVVLRQDULHV��&XUUHQWO\��/$8�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�VHFRQG�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�DQJORSKRQH�/HEDQHVH�XQLYHUVLW\�DIWHU�
$8%��DQG�DWWUDFWV�VWXGHQWV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�UHJLRQ��

15� 7KH�86-�ZDV� HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�)UHQFK� -HVXLWH�PLVVLRQDULHV� LQ� ������&XUUHQWO\�� LW� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH� VHFRQG�PRVW�
SURPLQHQW�/HEDQHVH�XQLYHUVLW\�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�WKH�PDLQ�IUDQFRSKRQH�RQH��+LVWRULFDOO\��LW�KDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�PDLQ�
site of formation of the Maronite ruling elites. 
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���7RZDUGV�D�JHQHUDWLRQDO�EUHDNWKURXJK"�$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�8SULVLQJ�RQ�WKH�SROLW�
LFDO�SRVLWLRQDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�\RXWK

$V�VWUHVVHG�E\�D�VHYHUDO�REVHUYHUV��XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�SOD\HG�D�FHQWUDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�PDNLQJ�
of the October 17 Uprising as both organized collective actors and individual participants. 
7KLV�FHQWUDOLW\�KDV�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�HYLGHQW�LQ�%HLUXW��ZKHUH�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�FROOHF-
WLYHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�PRVW�YLEUDQW�DQLPDWRUV�RI�WKH�GHEDWHV��WKH�PRELOL]DWLRQV��DQG�WKH�PXOWL-
WXGH�RI�LQQRYDWLYH�FXOWXUDO��VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO�DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS�SUDFWLFHV�ZKLFK�LQKDELWHG�0DUW\U·V�
6TXDUH��7KH�XSULVLQJ�SOD\HG�DOVR�D�SLYRWDO�UROH�WR�ERRVW�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ��WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�
and the networking of independent student organizations all over the national territory. 

The most important incubator in this sense is the MADA network.16 MADA network was 
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������SHU�LQLWLDWLYH�RI�WKH�6HFXODU�&OXEV�RI�WKH�$8%�DQG�WKH�86-��ZLWK�WKH�GRXEOH�
DLP�RI�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�URRWHGQHVV�RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�JURXSV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FDPSXVHV��DQG�LQWHJUDW-
LQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�\RXWK�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�DUHQD��2Q�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�
8SULVLQJ��LW�SOD\HG�D�FHQWUDO�UROH�WR�KHOS�WKH�FDSLOODU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�QHZ�VHFXODU�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�
PDMRU�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�DQG�HQODUJH� WKH�VFRSH�RI� WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�
DFWLRQ� WRZDUGV� �&KHKD\HE�DQG�0DM]RXE���������$V�RI�6HSWHPEHU�������0$'$�OLQNHG�VHFX-
lar clubs were present in ten out of forty accredited Lebanese university institutions. These 
XQLYHUVLWLHV�LQFOXGH�$8%��86-��/$8��8QLYHUVLWp�6DLQW�(VSULW�GH�.DVOLN��86(.���1RWUH�'DPH�
8QLYHUVLW\��1'8���6DJHVVH�8QLYHUVLW\��$QWRQLQH�8QLYHUVLW\��WKH�%HLUXW�$UDE�8QLYHUVLW\��%$8���
WKH�/HEDQHVH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\��/,8���DQG�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\��/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��LQ�
WKH�$XWXPQ�������LQGHSHQGHQW�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�UHSRUWHG�D�VHULHV�RI�VZHHSLQJ�YLFWRULHV�
LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�HOHFWLRQV�RI�$8%��86-��1'8�DQG�WKH�5DÀF�+DULUL�8QLYHUVLW\��

Both the results of 2020 student elections and the steady expansion of independent student 
QHWZRUNV�XQGRXEWHGO\�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�EUHDNWKURXJK�ZLWK�WKH�SDVW��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
WKH\�DUH�QRW�DORQH�VHOI�VXFLHQW�WR�JLYH�EDFN�D�SLFWXUH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DQG�WKRURXJK�HQRXJK�
of the overarching political impact that the Uprising exerted on the ensemble of the student 
SRSXODWLRQ�DQG� LWV� IXWXUH� LPSOLFDWLRQV��7KH� ,5+$/�IRFXV�JURXSV�DLP�DW�ÀOOLQJ� WKLV�JDS��E\�
SURYLGLQJ�D�ÀUVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�TXDOLWDWLYH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV·�HQJDJHPHQW�WR�WKH�SR-
OLWLFDO�EHIRUH��GXULQJ�DQG�DIWHU�WKH�8SULVLQJ�DQG�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�LPSDFW��7R�WKLV�HQG��WKH�SURMHFW�
VHOHFWHG�D�VDPSOH�RI�WKLUW\�IRXU�VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�WKUHH�ORFDO�SDUWQHU�XQLYHUVLWLHV��GHVLJQHG�WR�
mirror as much as possible the overall socio-geographical composition of the Lebanese youth 
population. 

To result consistent with the turnout of 2018 parliamentary elections and enable future pro-
MHFWLRQV�� WKH� VDPSOH�SULYLOHJHG� WKH� LQFOXVLRQ�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKR�KDG�QRW� DFWLYHO\� HQJDJHG�
politics before October 2019. 

16 https://www.facebook.com/MadaNetwork/
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The focus groups have been organized according to four clusters based on the students’ 
$OPD�0DWHU��DQG�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�RQOLQH�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�-XO\������DV�IROORZV�

*URXSV�DQG�&OXVWHUV Date 1U��RI�3DUWLF�
LSDQWV

0RGHUDWRU

LIU – Beqaa and South Campuses -XO\��������� 8 Dr. Assaad Sadaka

LIU – Beirut and Tripoli Campuses -XO\��������� 10 Dr. Walid Raad

Lebanese University – Tripoli Cam-

pus

-XO\��������� 8 Dr. Noma Ziadeh-Mikati

USEK – Kaslik Campus -XO\��������� 8 Dr. Francisco Barroso 

Cortes

The decision to hold the focus groups online was strictly related to the Covid-19 restrictions 
and the severe fuel shortages that Lebanon begun to experience since the beginning of the 
PRQWK��FRPSURPLVLQJ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�WR�PRYH�IURP�D�ORFDOLW\�WR�
DQRWKHU��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�FRHYDO�VKDUS�GHJUDGDWLRQ�RI�WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV�KLQGHUHG�
at the last minute the participation of a total of four sWXGHQWV�RXW�RI�WKH����RULJLQDOO\�LGHQWLÀHG��

7KH�IRFXV�JURXSV�UHYROYHG�DURXQG�WZHOYH�PDLQ�FRPPRQ�TXHVWLRQV�HODERUDWHG�E\�81,0('��
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DJOLDUL�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�SDUWQHUV�GXULQJ�WKUHH�YLUWXDO�SUHSDUDWRU\�PHHWLQJV��
and were designed and organized according to three macro-thematic areas of investigation:

1. Triggers, forms and trajectories of students’ participation to the Uprising (3 questions)
2. Attitudes and perceptions towards the Lebanese political system before and after the Uprising 

(6 questions)
3. Post-uprising Youth and the future of Lebanese politics (3 questions)

6R��WR�SXW�DW�HDVH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�LQWHUDFWLRQ��WKH�IRFXV�JURXSV�
ZHUH�PRGHUDWHG�E\�WKH�ORFDO�SDUWQHUV��ZKR�DOVR�WRRN�FKDUJH�RI�VHOHFWLQJ�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�IRU�
the respective clusters according to the established sampling criteria. The role of observer was 
ÀOOHG�LQVWHDG�E\�P\VHOI�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DJOLDUL��ZKR�WRRN�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�PRGHV�
of interaction and the non-verbal communication of participants for all the four clusters. Ex-
FHSWLRQ�PDGH�IRU�WKH�86(.�IRFXV�JURXS�ZKLFK�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�(QJOLVK��DOO�WKH�IRFXV�JURXSV�ZHUH�
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KHOG�LQ�$UDELF��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��WKH�FKRLFH�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�ZDV�RULHQWHG�WR�DGGUHVV�DW�EHVW�WKH�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�H[LJHQFLHV�RI�DOO�WKH�LQYROYHG�SDUWLFLSDQWV��)LQDOO\��EHIRUH��GXULQJ��DQG�DIWHU�
WKHLU�XQIROGLQJ��WKH�IRFXV�JURXSV�UHVSHFWHG�WKH�VWULFWHVW�HWKLFDO�FULWHULD��

The coding and data analysis have been elaborated following the method of constant com-
parison (CC) (Onwuegbuzie et al. 2009). The CC method consists in a three-phased analysis 
ZKHUH�GDWD��DIWHU�KDYLQJ�EHLQJ�FKXQNHG�LQWR�VPDOO�XQLWV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�FRQWHQW�XQGHU�WKH-
PDWLF�ODEHOV��RSHQ�FRGLQJ���DUH�JURXSHG�LQWR�FDWHJRULHV��D[LDO�FRGLQJ���WR�HQDEOH�WKH�GHYHORS-
ment by the researcher of one or more themes expressed (elective coding). Moving from these 
ÀQGLQJV��LW�ZLOO�GUDZ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�YLV�j�YLV�RXU�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV��KRZ�DQG�WR�ZKDW�
H[WHQW�KDV�WKH�8SULVLQJ�LPSDFWHG�RQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQDOLWLHV�RI�HGXFDWHG�\RXWK"�$JDLQVW�
WKLV�LPSDFW��FDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�UHSUHVHQW�D�VLWH�IRU�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RU�WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�
D�FRXQWHU�KHJHPRQLF�SRZHU�EORFN"

Before the Uprising: students and the Lebanese political system
,QGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�WKH�LQLWLDO�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�VDPSOH��DOO�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�WKH�

focus groups shared a deeply negative perception of the existing Lebanese political system. 
The negative attributes the most recurrently used were related for the most part to the rampant 
FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�QHSRWLVP�SHUPHDWLQJ�VWDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�VRFLHW\�UHODWLRQV�DOLNH��WKH�
VHOI�VHUYLQJ�XVH�RI�SRZHU�E\�WKH�UXOLQJ�HOLWHV��DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�HOLWH�FKDQJH��7KHVH�ÀQGLQJV�UHV-
onate with the trends detected by the Arab Barometer survey on the eve of the Lebanese Up-
ULVLQJ��$UDE�%DURPHWHU��������ZKLFK�UHJLVWHUHG�D�JHQHUDO�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DV�
FRUUXSWHG�RU�KLJKO\�FRUUXSWHG�E\�DERXW������DQG�D�GLVWUXVW�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�E\�
about 80%. It should be noted that for the majority of our participants the notion of Lebanese 
political system (nizam siyasi lubnani��LV�VWURQJO\�LGHQWLÀHG�ZLWK�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�DOORWPHQW�RI�WKH�
VSRLOV�RI�RFH�DPRQJ�UXOLQJ�HOLWHV��WKH�VR�FDOOHG�dawlat al-muhasasa) bequeathed by sectarian 
power-sharing.

:LWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKLV�GRPLQDQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WKH�PDMRU�GLVFULPLQDQW�VXEVLVWLQJ�
EHWZHHQ�SDUWLVDQ�DQG�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�VWXGHQWV� OLHV� LQ�WKH�GLͿHUHQW�GHJUHH�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DW-
tributed to each party in the making of Lebanese governance and institutional shortcomings. 
,Q�SDUWLFXODU��ZKLOH�IRU�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�VWXGHQWV�WKLV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LV�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�
/HEDQHVH�UXOLQJ�SDUWLHV�ZLWK�QR�GLVWLQFWLRQV��WKH�SDUWLVDQ�RQHV�WHQG�WR�DEVROYH�WKHLU�SDUW\�RI�
UHIHUHQFH��ZKLFK�LV�JHQHUDOO\�SRUWUD\HG�DV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�UHDOO\�FDULQJ�DERXW�WKH�GHVWLQ\�RI�WKH�
country against all odds. This self-absolutory attitude is usually compounded by the otheriza-
tion of the main root of state corruption to the rival coalition. During the realization of focus 
JURXSV��WKHVH�FRQÁLFWLQJ�RSLQLRQV�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�PDMRU�VRXUFH�RI�GHEDWH�
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 «The Lebanese state is a failing state with a big decay in democracy. […]

:H�DUH�D�QDWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJXODU�HOHFWRUDO�IUDXGV��ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQÀOWUDWHG�LQ�HYHU\�LQFK�RI�
the government and in every infrastructure.�>«@�We don’t have free and fair elections when elect-
ing new political leaders. We always have the same elites because they are paying for these votes. 

[…]

Plus, the judiciary system lacks of credibility» 16������I�

©,·YH�DOZD\V�SHUFHLYHG�RXU�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�DV�DQ�LQHͿHFWLYH�RQH�DQG�D�VHFWDULDQ�RQH�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�
a lot of inequalities. Based on that, I’ve always perceived the system as a bad one. Regarding all the 
political parties that are operating under this corrupted system, most of them aren’t inclined for 

change» *6������P�

«We thought that everything in the state institutions was wrong, the public management and the 
management of public institutions and I thought that we should change things […] There was no 
political plan for the future no strategy and everything was about “muhasasa” and corruption so 

there was no way for change» ,0������P�
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��'LVFXVVLRQ��

- *���)30�VXSSRUWHU: «I blame Thawra people that when political parties’ supporters were on the streets they should’ve 
accepted them and they should’ve worked to reach a common ground together. A revolution without political parties is 
useless. They may be traditional political parties but they are subject for a change. Thus, Thawra people should accept 
their presence and should accept the fact that political parties’ supporters have their own opinions and beliefs. […] There-

fore, this is a big stepping stone that Thawra didn’t take in hand» 

- 1���,QGHSHQGHQW: ©I’d like to comment on what G said. Everyone was on the streets protesting against those tra-
ditional political parties because we’re fed up from them. They had a lot of time to work and make a change. They had 
about 15 to 20 years to make some progress and to make the situation better. However, they weren’t inclined for change. 
People were fed up from them and they were protesting against them to overthrow them so the minimum was that they 
will reject any form of cooperation. No negotiations between Thawra people and political parties’ supporters’ was going 
to happen. All political parties with no exceptions had several years to make a change but they didn’t. We can clearly see 

right now where we’re heading and all of it is because of them». 

��*���©N., I really do understand your point of view and where it’s coming from. However, what I am trying to say is 
that those political parties in our conservative society where it’s really hard to implement change throughout new ways 
ZLWKRXW�WKRVH�WUDGLWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV� LQ�RUGHU�WR�UDLVH�WKH�HͿHFWLYLW\�UDWH�RI�7KDZUD��SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV·�VXSSRUWHUV�
should’ve been included. A change from the inside should have been made, from the heart of these political parties. Ev-
eryone in this country is facing the same daily struggles, even political parties’ supporters. They are living the crisis and 
they are jobless like Thawra people. Therefore they should’ve been involved in the process and negotiations should’ve 

been made between both parties»

��5���/)�VXSSRUWHU: «Not all political parties had the chance to be in power and to implement change. In reply for some 
comments, I will say that Thawra is for everyone, and everyone could participate. However, you can’t be part of the pro-
cess and at the same time you’re part of the system, part of the corrupted establishment and friends with Hezbollah who 

destroyed the country. If you really want to help the Thawra, you should start the change from the insideª

��-�6���,QGHSHQGHQW: «I highly disagree that anyone can join. R. gave the example of Hezbollah but it could be applied 
on the Lebanese Forces as well, his political party. You can’t join the revolution when it’s against you».
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• Discussion 2

��-�,���,QGHSHQGHQW��©)URP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�SROLWLFDO�DOLDWLRQ��DQG�WKDQN�*RG��,�DOVR�GR�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�
any of them�>WKH�UXOLQJ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��Q�E�$�@��I always support the national discourse and act on the basis that we 
are one people. The revolution did not change much in my convictions, although I pondered a little on its beginnings on 

the level of our future, and now it does not exist at all»

��=�$���+H]EROODK�VXSSRUWHU��©)UDQNO\��,�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�P\�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�P\�SROLWLFDO�OLQH�EHFDXVH�,�VHH�ZLWK�P\�
RZQ�H\HV�WKDW�WKH�SDUW\�WR�ZKLFK�,�EHORQJ�LV�PDNLQJ�JUHDW�HͿRUWV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�PDQ\�VHUYLFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DOOHYLDWH�WKH�
VXͿHULQJ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��%XW�,�DGPLW�WKDW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�VWURQJ�VWDWH�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�UHO\LQJ�RQ�OLPLWHG�SDUW\�VHUYLFHV��,�

see that my party works for the developed country but the state does nothing»

��,���,QGHSHQGHQW: «I would like to ask my colleague Z. about the nature of the services provided by her party? We are 
practically deprived of all kinds of services.

��=�$���,�VHH�KRZ�WKH�SDUW\�SURYLGHV�IRRG�RU�PHGLFLQH�WR�WKH�QHHG\��$V�IRU�ÀQGLQJ�MREV��WKH\�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�SDUW\·V�
capacity because it is not the state, but rather secures what it can according to its capabilities

- +���,QGHSHQGHQW� «If I was a Shiite pro-Hezbollah, I might have supported it because it has weapons, protects me, and 
EHQHÀWV�IURP�DLG�WR�GLVWULEXWH�LW�WR�LWV�DXGLHQFH��%XW�,�GR�QRW�ZDQW�D�VHFWDULDQ�SDUW\�WR�ZKLFK�,�EHORQJ��,�ZDQW�WR�EHORQJ�
to a homeland. Look what is happening around us in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, and the economic conditions they are going 

through»

- =�'���IRUPHU�+H]EROODK�VXSSRUWHU� «I support what my colleague H. said. Yes, I belonged to the Hezbollah party 
before, and I want to make it clear that some people think that Hezbollah helps all Shiites, and this is not true. I had a 
SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�SURPSWHG�PH�WR�DEDQGRQ�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKLV�SDUW\��7KH�SDUW\�VHUYHV�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�VRPH�EHQHÀ-

FLDULHV��FORVH�DVVRFLDWHV�DQG�DOLDWHV�RQO\ª

- <���0XVWDTEDO�VXSSRUWHU: ©It must be recognized that all the existing parties are components of the state and at the 
same time contribute to weakening the state, and we know who is the controlling party in this country [referred to 

+H]EROODK��Q�E�$�@ª�

-�+���©As Y. said, the parties are the state, and I see that they all participated in corruption, and an example of this is 
Hezbollah, which protected the corruption of the Free Patriotic Movement in exchange for silence on its weapons. There-
fore, it can be said that everyone contributed to bringing down the state and bringing us to what we have reached today, 

and this is all the result of cumulative yearsª
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The students and the uprisings: triggers, perceptions, participation, and assessment of the outcomes

Attitudes and participation
'XH�WR�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VWDWXV�TXR��ZKHQ�WKH�XSULVLQJ�EURNH�

RXW��PRVW�RI� WKH� IRFXV�JURXSV�SDUWLFLSDQWV�RSWHG�IRU� WDNLQJ�WKH�VWUHHWV��7KH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WR�
VWUHHW�SURWHVWV�LQYROYHG�DOVR�PRVW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�SDUWLVDQ�V\PSDWKLHV�ZKR��DORQJ�ZLWK�
VKDULQJ�WKH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�FODLPV�DQG�JULHYDQFHV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�WKH�VTXDUHV��IHOW�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
take the streets by the cross-cutting composition of the occupiers. 

$QRWKHU�PDMRU�WULJJHU�IRU�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�ERWK�JURXSV�ZDV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�HͿHFWV�RI�WKH�
LQFLSLHQW�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�RQ�WKHLU�DYHUDJH�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�RQ�WKH�JURZ-
LQJ�GLFXOW\�WR�ÀQG�HPSOR\PHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�RXWVLGH�IURP�SROLWLFDOO\�FRQQHFWHG�QHWZRUNV�

Independently from the political positioning and the active participation to the mobiliza-
WLRQV��WKH�GRPLQDQW�DWWLWXGH�SHUYDGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�ZKHQ�WKH�8SULVLQJ�EURNH�RXW�ZDV�WKDW�RI�D�
widespread hopefulness. 

This positive attitude was predominantly propelled by the outstanding and non-partisan 
VFRSH�RI�WKH�SRSXODU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�UHVRQDQFH�RI�WKH�FODLPV�DQG�JULHYDQFHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�
own desire for a systemic change. Other sources of encouragement for joining street protests 
came from the festive atmosphere of the early days and the extensive mediatic coverage. 

$W�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�VWXGHQWV·�H[SHFWDWLRQV�VWRRG�WKH�KRSH�RI�DQ�RYHUDUFKLQJ�V\VWHPLF�FKDQJH��
starting from the uprooting of systemic corruption and the unseating of sectarian elites from 
power. 

The dominant forms of participation combined altogether street protests and media ac-
WLYLVP��'XH� WR� WKH�GLͿXVHG�JHRJUDSKLF� VFRSH�RI� WKH�SURWHVWV�� WKH� FKRLFH�RI� WKH� VTXDUHV� DQ-
VZHUHG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\� WR� FULWHULD� RI� JHRJUDSKLFDO� SUR[LPLW\��$OVR�� VHYHUDO� VWXGHQWV� SDUWLFL-
pated to more than one square. Media activism alone was adopted instead predominantly by 
WKH�VDPSOH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKR��DW�WKH�PRPHQW�RI�WKH�RXWEUHDNLQJ��ZHUH�QRW�LQ�/HEDQRQ��RU�ZHUH�
SUHYHQWHG�IURP�MRLQLQJ��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��RQH�RI�WKH�VDPSOH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�TXLW�WKH�MRE�WR�EH�
able to physically participate to the mobilizations. Against the outstanding initial participative 
XSVXUJH��ZLWKLQ�WKH�VSDFH�RI�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�VWHSSHG�
back from street protests. 

7KH�UHIUDLQLQJ�IURP�VTXDUHV�LQYROYHG�IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPHUV�RI�GLUHFW�SDUWLFLSD-
WLRQ�WR�FRQWHQWLRXV�SROLWLFV��ZKLFK�VWHSSHG�EDFN�LQ�FRQVLVWHQW�SURSRUWLRQV�

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�VWXGHQWV��WKH�WZR�PDLQ�UHDVRQV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�LQFRQVLVWHQF\�RI�WKH�PRGHV�RI�PRELOL]DWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ODFN�RI�JHQXLQH�FRP-
PLWPHQW� RI�PDQ\�PRELOL]HG� DFWRUV�� DQG� WKH� SHUFHLYHG� ODUJH� LQÀOWUDWLRQ� RI� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV�
DPRQJ�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��9LROHQFH�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�FRHUFLRQ�DOVR�SOD\HG�D�UROH��7R�SXVK�SDUWLVDQ�
students back was instead predominantly the hostile attitude adopted by the squares towards 
SDUWLVDQ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DQG�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV��MXGJHG�LQ�WXUQ�DV�GLYLVLYH��

The massive stepping back demotivated over time also part of the minority who remained 
LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��ZKLFK�OLNHZLVH�GLPLQLVKHG�WKHLU�HYHU\GD\�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�LQLWLDO�
SKDVH��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�RXW�RI�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DEDQGRQ-
LQJ�WKH�VTXDUHV��RQO\�RQH�GHFODUHG�KDYLQJ�FKDQJHG�KLV�DWWLWXGH�DQG�FRPPLWPHQW�WRZDUGV�WKH�
XSULVLQJ��ZKLOH�PRVW�RI�WKHP�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PRELOL]H�WKURXJK�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RU�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�
activism. 

The last element worth of being underlined is the large coincidence between the reasons 
H[SUHVVHG�E\�VWXGHQWV�IRU�VWHSSLQJ�EDFN�IURP�VWUHHW�SURWHVWV��DQG�WKH�RQHV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�WKH�
students having welcomed the outbreak of the Uprising with skepticism or having opted for 
non-participation. 

This coincidence pertains the accusation of “divisiveness” risen by partisan students against 
WKH�KRVWLOH�DWWLWXGH�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�VTXDUHV�WRZDUGV�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�SDUWLVDQ�HOHPHQWV��DQG�
WKH�VSHFXODU�DFFXVDWLRQ�RI�´LQÀOWUDWLRQµ�DURVH�E\�QRQ�SDUWLVDQV�DJDLQVW�SDUWLVDQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��
7KLV�FRUURERUDWHV�ERWK� WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ� LGHQWLI\LQJ� LQ� WKH� ODFN�RI� VWUXFWXULQJ��SURJUDPPLQJ�
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DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�8SULVLQJ��DQG�WKH�GHHS�GLYLVLYH-
ness sparked by the question of the entitlement of partisan elements to participate to the mo-
bilization attested in the Excerpt Series 2.II.
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(;&(537�6(5,(6���²�)5$0,1*6�2)�7+(�3$57,&,3$7,21

«I found that the people in the Thawra are normal people, not mobilized people by political parties, so that’s what made 
us feel that the Thawra represents us. That’s why I went down to the streets and I participated every day in it. I saw that 
a lot of people that where down were thinking like me, they wanted the same things as I wanted so I found it the right 

place to make a change»

�5������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

©,�ZDV�ZLWK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��DQG�,�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�WDNH�WR�WKH�VWUHHWV��WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�DOO�WKRVH�
who took to the streets were aiming for changeª

�&������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©I support what both C. and I. said, that I supported the revolution in its beginnings and was optimistic after seeing 
these huge numbers of demonstratorsª

�=������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

©When the revolution broke down, I went to the streets like everyone. We were enthusiastic and full of hope. We wanted 
to get rid of all the political parties. […] Basically, we went down because we were fed up from the systemª

�1�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH��

©,�VXSSRUW�ZKDW�P\�FROOHDJXHV�VDLG��,�XVHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�D�VHFWDULDQ�GLYHUVH�DUHD��DQG�WKH\�DOO�SURWHVWHG�DW�ÀUVW�DJDLQVW�FRU-
ruption, and this matter encouraged me to participate and take to the streets»

�$������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

©I participated from the second day because I did not think it had anything to do with the 6$ fee. This fee awakened us. 
What made me participate is to change the situation and the political class that has been in power for 30 yearsª

�+�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

«At the beginning we were attracted by the ambiance, how everyone joined and our friends. At the beginning I didn’t 
understand the revolution deeply and I wasn’t aware of the main reasons for it, but after the beginning of the revolution 

I begin to read and to understand its reasons»

�$�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©At the beginning we were watching the TV all the time, and a lot of people on TV were talking about their problems, 
their poverty about how the situation is. [...] I mean, we didn’t have the motivation to mobilize but when the problem was 

more obvious and when the media has played a role, so we really had to participate in such a revolution�ª

�&�������)HPDOH��1HXWUDO�3DVVLYH�



74

University students and Lebanese political society: tracing roles, attitudes and change

(;&(537�6(5,(6���²�&+$1*,1*�$77,78'(6�$1'�02'(6�2)�02%,/,=$7,21

©,�GLGQ·W�XVH�WKH�VRFLDO�PHGLD��VR�,�MRLQHG�VWUHHW�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�EXW�ZKHQ�,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LQÀOWUDWHG�
the streets and these parties in Lebanon with thirty years of experience they know how to change things for their own 
interest, so, when I noticed that these things are not representing me anymore I retrieved from streets, but this doesn’t 
PHDQ�WKDW�,�DP�QRW�ZLWK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�DQ\PRUH��LQ�IDFW�,�WULHG�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DOLDWHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�
and I tried to convince them and to discuss with them and convince them that you are following a wrong path and we, as 
/HEDQHVH�SHRSOH��DUH�DOO�KDYLQJ�WKH�VDPH�SUREOHPV�VR�ZKDW�,�WULHG�WR�GR�LV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DOLDWHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHP�WKH�OHDYH�WKHVH�SDUWLHV�DQG�WR�MRLQ�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�XV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�LQÀOWUDWLRQ�DQG�

the violence»

�:�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©Yes, in the beginning I was very active and enthusiastic for the revolution but after a while my participation and my 
SDVVLRQ�GHFUHDVHG�>���@��7KHQ��ZKHQ�ZH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�LQÀOWUDWLRQ�IURP�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�,�UHWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�VWUHHWV�
and I participated through social media and through TV shows but I didn’t join the street mobilization after that. I only 

re-joined streets to participate in the cultural debate and talks that were organized thereª

�,�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©My participation decreased over time. When the revolution started I used to go on a daily basis then I stopped. However, 
when they started doing a violent revolution I was excited a little bit to rejoin. In sum, I stopped participating because 
,�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�ZHUH�WKHUH��WKH\�ZHUHQ·W�GRZQ�WR�ÀJKW�IRU�D�FDXVH��7KH\�ZHUH�WKHUH�WR�KDYH�IXQ�DQG�WR�HQMR\�
their free time and to skip school or work. Plus, I was really disgusted from political parties that were protesting beside 

XV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��7KH\�ZHUH�ULGLQJ�WKH�ZDYH�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�VR�DOO�RI�RXU�HͿRUWV�DQG�KDUG�ZRUN�ZDV�XVHOHVVª

�-�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

«After I stopped going down the streets, I continued my Thawra on social media and from my own political party. I never 
stopped protesting. I am always active on social media especially on Clubhouse where I hold brief conferences and I talk 

about the revolution. Thawra isn’t only about protesting but it’s a full mindset and a lifestyleª

�5�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

«I was surprised by the transformations that occurred in the following days, as I noticed that many people came to serve 
the agenda of the parties to which they belong. From there, my position on them changed and I no longer support what 

LV�KDSSHQLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��EHFDXVH�FKDQJH�PXVW�VWDUW�IURP�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�ÀUVWª

�&�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

©$IWer a few days I began to feel that the divisions among the revolutionaries became clear and they no lon-
ger joined hands in their struggles, and this is what turned my position to be against this revolution, which no  

longer represents me»

(A., 26, Male, Partisan/Passive)
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(;&(537�6(5,(6���²�5($6216�)25�67(33,1*�%$&.

 «Unfortunately, I stopped going down the streets because, at some point, I felt it was leading to nowhere and it was like 
a play. >«@ I realized after going down many times to the streets that not everyone is really inclined for change. Most 
of the people that were down and mainly young people, they were only there to have fun, to hop on the trend and to skip 
classes and not go to school. On the other hand, we had also, some people on the streets protesting that where politically 
DOLDWHG�WR�WKRVH�WUDGLWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�WKDW�DUH�SRLVRQLQJ�RXU�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�ZDV�LUULWDWLQJ��EHFDXVH�ZH�ZHUH�JRLQJ�
down the streets to protest against those same traditional political parties and to eradicate them since they are leading 

us to nowhere»

�1�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©,�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�7KDZUD�WKH�ÀUVW�IHZ�GD\V�EXW�WKHQ�,�UHDOL]HG�DV�1��VDLG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�SOD\�VR�,�VWRSSHG��,�QRWLFHG�
that people were getting on the streets to hop on the trend and have fun. What was a revolution turned into a party. 
People were getting there to party and enjoy the music played by DJs. It was a useless revolution so I stopped taking 

part in the protest»

�&�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

«I know that usually revolutions are chaotic but here in Lebanon it was a clear organized chaos. It was clearly manipu-
ODWHG�VR�,�VWRSSHG�JRLQJ�GRZQ��,�VDZ�SROLWLFDOO\�DOLDWHG�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�SURWHVWLQJ�ZLWK�XV��FKDQWLQJ�EHVLGH�XV�WKDW�
they want to get rid of the political parties however, ironically they were part of those parties so I was lost I didn’t quite 
XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��3OXV��,�GLGQ·W�OLNH�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�7KDZUD�DQG�ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�KHDGLQJ��$W�ÀUVW�LW�ZDV�

chaotic and then it turned into a concert venue. People were getting down to have fun. It was useless»

�1�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©However, we discovered with the passage of time that everything that happened was not true, but rather intangible slo-
JDQV��DQG�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IRU�WKDW�LV�WKH�SODFH�ZH�KDYH�QRZ�UHDFKHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�GLFXOW�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQVª

�,�������1HXWUDO�3DVVLYH�

©With time, I began to notice how they started uploading pictures of their leaders and heads of their parties, which 
proved to me that all their slogans were false, until today we hope that the situation will return to before the revolution, 

when the situation was much better than it is todayª

�=�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�
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(;&(537�6(5,(6���²�02'(6�2)�3$57,&,3$7,21

«Mainly Martyrs Square and Riad Solh >LQ�%HLUXW�FLW\�FHQWHU��Q�E�$@, also Zouk, Jal el-Dib and Tripoli. I participated 
on the street and social media. I met people and we created groups not for sabotage purposes, but to hold meetings and 

plan ahead»

�+�������)HPDOH��%HLUXW�UHVLGHQW�

©I participated by taking to the squares in my town of Koura where there were actions and protests in many places. Also, 
on twitter and Facebookª

�'�������0DOH��.XUD�UHVLGHQW�

©I joined the street at “al Noor Square” >LQ�7ULSROL��Q�E�$@�where people were gatheringª

�,�������0DOH��'HLU�$PPDU�UHVLGHQW�

©,�DP�DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLGQ·W�MRLQ�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�GLUHFWO\��ÀUVW�,�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�LQ�VKRFN�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�,�EHJLQ�WR�
watch and follow what is happening, I decided to leave my job because in my work I was forbidden to participate in any 

kind of mobilization, so I decided to resign and I joined the revolutionª

�:�������)HPDOH��7ULSROL�UHVLGHQW�

©Honestly, I couldn’t take to the streets for certain reasons. I participated on social media and especially twitterª

�-�������)HPDOH��1RUWK�/HEDQRQ�UHVLGHQW�

(;&(537�6(5,(6���²�)5$0,1*�6.(37,&,60�$1'�121�3$57,&,3$7,21

©Frankly, I did not participate in the revolution, but from day one I was in favor of people taking to the streets and in 
favor of raising the voice against the prevailing conditions. But day after day, I began to notice that the course of the 
revolution began to shift towards other matters, including blocking the roads. I felt that the demonstrators had begun 
to divide against each other and that their goal was no longer directed against the corrupted in the state. Everyone is 
defending their leader, and this is what made me feel that what is happening on the ground is just wrong and untrueª

�=������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

©The original reason, i.e. the 6$ fee on WhatsApp, was not a good enough reason for me to participate in the revolution. 
This caused the eruption of the revolution, which was politicized. This is why I did not participate, but I wanted to hear 

ZKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�KDG�WR�VD\��$W�ÀUVW�WKH\�DOO�KDG�WKH�VDPH�FULHV��DQG�ODWHU��HDFK�VWDUWHG�GHIHQGLQJ�KLV�RZQ�OHDGHUª

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

©,�GLGQ·W�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�EHFDXVH�PD\EH�WKH�ÀUVW���GD\V�LQ�WKH�VTXDUHV�LW�ZDV�D�WUXH�UHYROXWLRQ�EXW�ZKHQ�WKH�
revolution begun to cut streets in my village preventing me from going to my university, from joining classes in order 
to get my degree and contribute positively in my country, what revolution is that? A revolution that prevents people 
IURP�MRLQLQJ�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�FRXQWU\�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�EXVLQHVVHV�WKDW�EULQJ�GROODUV�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\��WKH�

revolution in Lebanon is responsible of making the crisis worse»

�0�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

©,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�ZDV�GLͿHUHQW�IURP�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�EHIRUH��,�KHVLWDWHG�D�OLWWOH��IHDULQJ�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�
JR�WR�ZKDW�WKH�6\ULDQV�KDG�UHDFKHG�LQ�WKHLU�UHYROXWLRQ��DQG�,�GLG�QRW�OLNH�WKH�LGHD�RI���FXWWLQJ�RͿ�URDGV��,Q�VKRUW��,�ZDV�LQ�

IDYRU�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ��EXW�,�ZDV�DIUDLG�RI�JRLQJ�WR�D�GLͿHUHQW�SODFH�IDU�IURP�WKH�JRDOV�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQª

�<�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�
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Role of youth in the Uprising

All the participants to the focus groups agreed in considering educated youth the main 
engine of the mobilization. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV��WKH�PDLQ�YDOXH�DGGHG�SURYLGHG�E\�HGXFDWHG�\RXWK�FRQVLVWHG�
in their greater awareness and capacity of critical thinking compared to the so-called War gen-
HUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�SOD\HG�D�SLYRWDO�UROH�WR�ERWK�XQYHLO�WKH�UHDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�UHJLPH�DQG�
LJQLWH�D�YLUWXRXV�VQRZEDOO�HͿHFW�ERRVWLQJ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��DZDUHQHVV�DQG�KRSH�LQ�D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH�

Several participants stressed also the importance of the everyday work of persuasion en-
JDJHG�E\�HGXFDWHG�\RXWK�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUWLVDQ�SUR[LHV��LQFOXGLQJ�SDUHQWV��GHVSLWH�WKH�FRQÁLFWV�
WKDW�WKLV�HQJHQGHUHG��WHVWLI\LQJ�ERWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�SURIRXQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�IUDFWXUH�EHWZHHQ�
WKHLU�HQJDJHPHQW�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�WKDW�RI�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��VHH�,QIUD���DQG�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
change involving also the participants’ private sphere. 

Students’ evaluation of the outcomes and shortcomings of the Uprising

:KHQ�DUULYHG�WR�WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RXWFRPHV�RI�WKH�8SULVLQJ��DOO�WKH�UHVSRQGHQWV�DJUHHG�
in identifying as main achievements the greater political awareness of citizens about the prob-
OHPV�DͿHFWLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\��WKH�EUHDNLQJ�RI�VHFWDULDQ�OHJDFLHV�DQG�RI�WKH�ZDOO�RI�IHDU�LQKLELWLQJ�
UHEHOOLRQ�DJDLQVW�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV��DQG��DERYH�DOO��WKH�XQYHLOLQJ�RI�WKH�UHDO�WKH�VHOI�VHUYLQJ�QD-
WXUH�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�UHJLPH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�FRUUXSWLRQ��

(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�UHVSRQGHQWV�DWWHVWHG�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�
the Uprising in changing the political positionalities and forms of engagement to the political 
RI�WKHLU�JHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�D�PRUH�FRQVFLRXV��DFWLYH��DQG�DQWL�V\VWHPLF�VHQVH��,Q�WKLV�UHVSHFW��LW� LV�
worth underlining that several participants with partisan sympathies before the Uprising have 
openly declared to have changed their political orientation.

Two further generational implications strongly emphasized by respondents included the 
HPDQFLSDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�IDPLOLDO�SROLWLFDO�OHJDFLHV��DQG�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�VD\�´QRµ�

)RU�WKHVH�UHDVRQV��ZKLOH�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�EODWDQW�
IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�8SULVLQJ�LQ�HͿHFWLYHO\�SXUVXLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�JRDOV�WKDW�LW�KDG�VHW�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�
RI� LWV�RXWEUHDN�� WKH�RYHUDOO�DVVHVVPHQW�RI� LWV�SROLWLFDO� LPSDFW�UHPDLQV�²�DOEHLW�ZLWK�GLͿHUHQW�
VKDGHV�RI�SHVVLPLVP��RSWLPLVP��DQG�SUDJPDWLVP�IURP�RQH�UHVSRQGHQW�WR�DQRWKHU�²�PRUH�SRV-
itive than negative. 
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“Honestly I think that the youth and students are the cornerstone of the revolution. They have higher education and 
cultural levels. Participation of youth was better and can induce change because we are the most harmed because of our 
education, work, future. They are all at risk if there is no change. This will force us to leave the country. Revolution 
was made for the youth as someone else said. Our parents are still traumatized from the war and fear for us. […]. The 

revolution will continue with the youth”.

�'�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“I think the revolution was made for our generation. Our parent’s generation lived in divide for 30 years between the 
parties. To our generation, the parties are corrupt and taking without giving. And we want change so that the future 
generation can lead a better life and does not have to worry about the things we worry about today. We will proceed with 

the revolution, maybe not me, maybe others”

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

“I think the youth had a huge impact on the revolution because we were all united and full of hope and ambition and 
seeking a better future and getting rid of the corrupt gov. but we were paying for a mistake that was not our making. I 

would like to call it a cultural revolution against segregation of sect, gender, economic background.”

�1�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

´<RXWK�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZHUH�D�PDLQ�SLOODU�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH�PRVW�RI�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZHUH�UHDOO\�DOLDWHG�WR�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�UHJLPH�DQG�IHZ�RI�WKHP�UHDOO\�WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKH�QHHG�WR�FKDQJH��EHFDXVH�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�LQÁXHQFH�RXU�IDPLO\�RXU�

entourage our relatives and as a result they were also encouraged to participate and join the revolution”

�,�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“On role of students in the revolution: I highly appreciate when cultivated people participate to raise awareness and 
induce change and make demands, and I was hoping they would be the front of the revolution and stay in the revolution”

�0�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�
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“Revolution broke the barrier of fear with dominating parties on the political or security level. Now people are attacking, 
even if on social media. It also awakened some people about what is right and what is wrong”

�'�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“I think the main thing the revolution did was raise awareness. It stopped people from following their corrupt political 
system blindly”

�1�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“In my opinion, the only great achievement is that it presented awareness within our society. In fact, it shows the people 
how bad our situation is, it gave hope and awareness to the young adults and guiding them in order not to follow their 
parents’ old parties. In addition to this, it made our voice heard to the international civil society and represented the true 

situation transparently” 

�-�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“It� >WKH�8SULVLQJ��Q�E�$@�RQO\�DͿHFWHG� WKH�PHQWDOLW\��3HRSOH�ZHUH�QRZ�PRUH�FRXUDJHRXV� WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH� WR�FULWLFL]H�
their own political parties on their own. People started to think critically. People became more engaged and interested 

in politics”

�*�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

´7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�WKDW�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�XVHG�WR�EH�DOLDWHG�WR�VSHFLÀF�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�OHIW�WKHVH�
DOLDWLRQV�DQG�WKH\�EHJLQ�WR�WKLQN�PRUH�REMHFWLYHO\��6R�QRW�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�WDNLQJ�SDWURQDJH�UHVRXUFHV�IURP�D�VSHFLÀF�
politician that we should follow him: no! We must think logically and independently from any representative and from 

any political party”

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

“Politicians take into consideration much more now than before the repercussion of their discourse 
on people, they will think twice before taking decisions they are really afraid from peoples’ reactions 
and they are no more able to pass their own projects: everything is more controlled by the people. […] 
7KH�UHYROXWLRQ�DOVR�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�JDYH�PRUH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�H[SRVH�WKH�ÀOHV�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRULW\��

QRZ�WKH\�KDYH�PRUH�FRQÀGHQFH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�VXSSRUW�DQG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQµ

�$�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“In short, the positive thing is the quality of the people who want change. They will no longer remain silent about theft or 
corruption. Maybe they can’t hold them accountable, but they no longer remain silent or submissive. The results cannot 

be judged before the elections”

�0�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“Achievements: The revolution allowed us to yell that we have demands though we are partisans”. 

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�
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“I found a lot of failures in the revolution. The whole point of the revolution was to overthrow everyone in power but after 
it we still have them in the system. It’s like a game. We didn’t have a concrete solution to everything”

�&�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“I will talk a little bit about the failures. We saw the creation of new political organizations and new political parties from 
the revolution. However, most of them were created by the traditional political parties. So traditional political parties are 
WU\LQJ�WR�LQÀOWUDWH�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�E\�FUHDWLQJ�QHZ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�VR�WKH\�FDQ�KDYH�D�ORQJHU�OLIHVSDQ��$QRWKHU�IDLOXUH�IRU�
me that emerged from the Revolution was the radicalism that is found in the new political parties. Radicalism leads us 
to nowhere. You can’t generalize that everyone is bad. You can’t say that we have to eradicate every political party. We 

should accept them”

�5�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“In reality we still have a lot of political cleavages that divide the Lebanese people into many political interests which 
UHVXOWV�LQWR�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO�FRQÁLFWV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�VDZ�D�XQLWHG�IURQW��EXW�GHHS�GRZQ�ZH�DUH�GLYLGHG�LQWR�PDQ\�VHFWV��
At the end of the day we will have most of the people that will act for the interest of their confessional group. We can 
clearly see a lot of people that are still till this day applying the agendas of those confessional groups. We are still shifting 
our loyalties to those confessional groups instead of destroying them. That is mainly destroying Lebanon. It created a 
hole in the system. I don’t think there is a big achievement that was made. If you dig deep in the situation and analyze it 

WKHUH�LVQ·W�DQ�HͿHFWLYH�FKDQJH”

�1�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“To be pragmatic and realistic at the same time, the revolution didn’t achieve much on a governmental and political level. 
[…] However, achievements should be also made on a political level. We have to wait for the next elections to see some 

LPSURYHPHQWV�DQG�WR�ÀQG�RXW�LI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�UHDOO\�DFKLHYHG�VRPHWKLQJ”

�*�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“The Thawra failures are related to its instability, disunity, and the lack of awareness. In fact, the Thawra was unstable 
for a while, with each event we hear nowadays that the Thawra is back but actually nothing is truly happening. In addi-
WLRQ�WR�WKLV��WKHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�VRPH�LJQRUDQFH�ZLWKRXW�D�FOHDU�SODQLÀFDWLRQ��WKDW·V�ZK\�30�6DDG�+DULUL�IRU�
instance was designated all over again, seems like the Thawra did not change anything. Also, the Thawra failed to pick a 
leader, each person wanted something regarding their needs. Some wanted coup d’état, others wanted the government’s 

resignation, etc«µ

�-�������&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“There were many failures and the revolution did not achieve anything. But we still have the idea that many took to the 
streets. If only they stayed and were truthful. The circumstances in the last 1.5 years revealed we are hypocrites and we 
hate each other. Prices rose with the dollar, we don’t love each other, we monopolize medicine, we are criminals like the 

rulers we have chosen. 90% will choose the same people again”

�+�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�
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“Revolution permitted us to increase our political awareness and enhanced our capacity to analyze the situation. Before 
the revolution our parents used to think that youth generation doesn’t have any political culture and that youth doesn’t 
really understand politics. After the revolution we are much more capable of discussing these matters and convince oth-

ers so it changed our culture and permitted us to express ourselves in a better way”
�,�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“There is no doubt that this revolution has created a kind of awareness among the youth, and this will appear in the 
upcoming elections, and each of us will remember this while voting in the upcoming elections. Perhaps the revolution 
was the necessary thing for change and to create awareness among the people. Of course, the revolution played a major 

role in changing the convictions of young people”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

“The most important achievement is that it gave hope in a better future among Lebanon’s youth regardless of my reli-
JLRQ��VHFW��IDLWK��,�DP�D�EHOLHYHU�EXW�WKLV�VKRXOG�QRW�DͿHFW�KRZ�WKH�VWDWH�LV�UXQ”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“7R�PH��LW�DͿHFWHG�PH�E\�QRW�DFFHSWLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�VHHLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ��,I�P\�FKLOGUHQ��DVN�PH�ZK\�,�GLG�QRW�
change I can tell them we tried at least. It did not change much on the ground, but at least the students’ actions are taken 
into account now, and many are interfering in the student elections because they constitute the future of the parties. 

Many students were arrested because of their activities”
�0�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

  
“,WV�HͿHFW�LV�SRVLWLYH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�JLYLQJ�XV�D�GRVH�RI�KRSH�WRZDUGV�FKDQJH��,�DP�ZHOO�DZDUH�WKDW�FKDQJH�ZLOO�VWDUW�ZLWK�XV��
the youth, and without the youth, no change will happen. I hold foreign citizenship and I can leave this country whenever 

I want, but I will never do that because I believe in my right to live in this country”

>«@
“There is no doubt that our political convictions have changed after the revolution, and we know that every political com-
ponent in this country bears a primary responsibility for what we have achieved. This only increases our determination 
WR�ZRUN�IRU�FKDQJH��HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�ZH�GLVFRYHUHG�WKHLU�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�DͿDLU��:H�QR�ORQJHU�KDYH�WKLV�EOLQG�GHSHQGHQFH�
WRZDUGV�DQ\�RI�WKHP��DQG�ZH�KDYH�EHFRPH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�SDUWLHV�LV�LQQRFHQW�DQG�GLͿHUHQW�IURP�WKH�RWKHUVµ

�,�������0DOH��1HXWUDO�3DVVLYH�

“I am not sure about the degree of awareness that the revolution brought about among other young people, but there is 
no doubt that it left something behind, especially after the recent developments and the explosion of the port of Beirut and 
all the calamities that we have experienced. But certainly there is a group of people who are still in their place in terms 

of their political alignment”
�&�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“Because of the revolution we learned to say “No”. It encouraged us to express ourselves using the “NO” word. Many 
DPRQJ�XV�PD\EH�QRW�WKH�PDMRULW\�EXW�PDQ\�DPRQJ�XV�ZHUH�YHU\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKHLU�SDUHQW·V�RSLQLRQ�DQG�DOLDWLRQV��6R��
the revolution was a new platform where we were able to say no we have our own ideas and our parents do not represent 
XV�WKH\�GR�QRW�WKLQN�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��ZH�DUH�D�GLͿHUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ��VR�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�VD\�1R�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�VSHFLDOO\�
with this government, we should always say no for this government, they tried to teach us to say Yes like our parents 
but we learned during the revolution that we should say No for everything that is corrupted and doesn’t represent us”

�:�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“In my opinion, the only great achievement is that it presented awareness within our society. In fact, it shows the people 
how bad our situation is, it gave hope and awareness to the young adults and guiding them in order not to follow their 

parents’ old parties”

�-�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“We see now much more than before the new freedom that people have! A new mindset away from sectarianism that used 
WR�SUHYDLO�/HEDQHVH�PLQGVHW��$OVR��PD\EH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�\RXQJ�WR�UXQ�IRU�HOHFWLRQ��EXW�RI�FRXUVH�ZH�KDYH�D�GLͿHUHQW�PLQGVHW�
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“Although we have a little bit of achievements, the failures are way more than the achievements. It has been the biggest 
disappointment to the youth. A lot could have been achieved and could be achieved but the revolution isn’t going in the 
right path. It should be a lot more organized. A lot of actions should be taken to take a step forward. It failed to talk about 

VROXWLRQV�IRU�FXUUHQW�SUREOHPV�DQG�LW�IDLOHG�WR�DWWUDFW�WKH�\RXWK�WKDW�DUH�SROLWLFDOO\�DOLDWHG�WR�LWµ
�*�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“The revolution did not fail because its positive points were more than its negative points. But the stay of the corrupt 
SROLWLFLDQV�LQ�SDUOLDPHQW�LV�D�VHWEDFN��%XW�WKLV�QHHGV�WLPH«��$IWHU�WZR�URXQGV��WKH�\RXWK�PLJKW�HOHFW�GLͿHUHQW�SHRSOH”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“I see that there have been changes, among the most important of these changes is the cancelation of the Bisri Valley 
dam, the revolution was able to put pressure and resulted in cancelling this project knowing that the regime was very 
supporting for this project so despite the fact that the project was a pure corruption it represent a great waste of money 
and with bad environmental impact but at the end the revolution succeeded and leaded to the project cancelation and 
this was possible through the pressure so I think that now it is possible by going back to street we can put pressure on the 
LQWHULRU�PLQLVWHU�WR�OLIW�LPPXQLW\�IRU�RFLDOV��EHVLGHV�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�0HOKHP�.KDODI��DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�SHUVRQ��DV�SUHVLGHQW�
of the lawyers’ syndicate so we were able in some way to make changes. Of course, this change is not as big as the amount 
of corruption but we are all able to change if we believe and work for it but how much are we able to be perseverant. This 

relies on the people”

�:�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“First of all, I do not like to use the term failure. The revolution did not fail despite the reservations. We cannot blame the 
people because the political system is controlling everything, from the smallest institution. All are held by the parties. In 
addition, securing medicine has become a priority for example. A positive point is that no one is afraid to talk, and the 
engineers’ elections achieved a great result. I did not go to media school at Lebanese University because it is controlled by 
a certain side, while today, they have a secularist club. This is very important. People have also learned their rights. No 
RQH�FDQ�RͿHU�\RX�D�VHUYLFH��<RX�NQRZ�WKLV�LV�\RXU�ULJKW��,Q����\HDUV��WKH�PLOLWLDV�KDYH�OHDUQHG�KRZ�WR�FRQWURO�HYHU\WKLQJ��

The fact that the revolution erupted is an accomplishment in itself”
�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“We didn’t see any kind of change, and this is why many Armenian people went back to Armenia. Lebanon was our 
main land and Armenia came second. But because of this, more than 20,000 Armenians came to Armenia from Lebanon”

�3�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH��$UPHQLDQ�

“True the people took to the streets to demand their rights, but the revolution did not achieve anything”

�7�������)���&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

in comparison with those who used to vote during the last thirty years.
[…] we won’t vote anymore for those from our sectarian communities that our parents used to vote for, instead we will 

YRWH�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKRVH�LGHDV�UHÁHFW�RXU�RZQ�RQHVµ
�&�������)HPDOH��1HXWUDO�3DVVLYH�

“Now they�>VHFWDULDQ�HOLWHV��Q�E�$.] are not even able to control us, so you will still maybe see some people who have 
DOLDWLRQ�WR�VSHFLÀF�SDUWLHV�DPRQJ�WKLV�JHQHUDWLRQ�EXW�RI�FRXUVH�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�LQH[LVWHQW�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�>«@�
Our generation and future generations won’t be as conformist as our parents’ generation. Given the civil war context, 
PD\EH�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�D�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�REOLJHG�WR�IROORZ�D�VSHFLÀF�VHFWDULDQ�SDUW\��EXW�ZH�DUH�D�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ��
We saw that political/sectarian parties brought damage for the country, so I don’t think that youngest generation will 

KDYH�WKLV�DOLDWLRQ�WR�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DV�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�GRµ
�$�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“We were all politicized at home. Shortly before the revolution, I decided there should be no partisan divide at home. After 
the revolution, I became ashamed to say I supported this or that party”

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�
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Students after the Uprising: current attitudes towards politics and political change

7ZR�\HDUV�DKHDG�IURP�WKH�8SULVLQJ��WKH�QHW�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�IRFXV�JURXSV��UHVSRQGHQWV�VWLOO�
EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�FKDQJH�DQG�WKH�SURPLQHQW�UROH�WKDW�\RXWK�FDQ�SOD\�LQ�LW��GHVSLWH�WKH�
numerous political and economic shortcomings that the country has been experiencing. The 
main variation pertains rather the way in which the road for change is now predominantly 
FRQFHLYHG��ZLWK�D�FOHDU�VKLIW�IURP�WKH�LQLWLDO�UHYROXWLRQDU\�XWRSLDV�WR�D�PRUH�SUDJPDWLF�DQG�
long-term-projected electoral gradualism. 

Both phenomena have been encouraged by the successful performances scored by inde-
SHQGHQW�FDQGLGDWHV�DQG�FRDOLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�RI�VHYHUDO�SURIHVVLRQDO�XQLRQ�ERGLHV��WKH�ODVW�
one unfolding concurrently with realization of the focus groups. The victory of independent 
FDQGLGDWHV�LQ�WKH������XQLYHUVLW\�HOHFWLRQV�DOVR�ERRVWHG�RSWLPLVP��GHVSLWH�QRQH�RI�WKH�WKUHH�
partner institutions held its own ones.

It should also be noted that throughout this period the anti-systemic positions of a consist-
ent portion of the sample have further radicalized. To trigger the radicalization was the endur-
ing persistence of the governance and socio-economic criticalities which had ignited students’ 
WUDQVJUHVVLYH�DFWLYDWLRQ�DQG��DERYH�DOO��WKH�%HLUXW�3RUW�H[SORVLRQ�RI�$XJXVW����������ZKLFK�ZDV�
VHHQ�E\�PRVW�RI�WKH�UHVSRQGHQWV�DV�WKH�ODWHVW��PXUGHURXV�RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�V\VWHP·V�FRUUXSWLRQ��
/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�D�FKDQJH�LQ�SDFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�SROLFLHV�DQG�UXOLQJ�FODVV�ZDV�
UHPDUNHG�DOVR�E\�SDUWLVDQ�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�UHPDLQHG�ÀUP�LQ�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQLQJ��
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“Although I did not participate in the revolution, I am very hopeful there will be change in the elections because we can-
not go backward or continue living in the current situation: no medicines, no electricity, no water. From all the demands 
we made during the revolution, now we are hoping for four hours of electricity. By the next elections, we will be the ones 

voting, regardless of what our parents think. We want to get our voices across and demand our rights”
�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

“I don’t think there is room for change. The people that are making the decisions do not want change, for now at least. I 
hope there will be change and that people who are worthy will rise. Impact: all of us are seeking immigration right now 

and none of us is thinking about a future in Lebanon is they want to be successful”
�1�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“,I�LQ�WKHVH�GLFXOW�WLPHV�ZH�FDQQRW�LQGXFH�FKDQJH��ZKHQ�ZLOO�ZH"µ
�'�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

´,�VHH�WKDW�FKDQJH�LV�YHU\�GLFXOW�LQ�/HEDQRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�ZKLFK�ZH�FDXVHG�D�ODUJH�
part. We have to work on creating awareness for the coming years so that we can bring about gradual change through 
parliamentary elections and other things by bringing some secular candidates to their knowledge to make some change”

�+�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

´&KDQJH�QHHGV�WLPH��LW·V�QRW�LQ�RQH�RU�WZR�RU�ÀYH�\HDUV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�LPSOHPHQW�FKDQJHV��,W�KDV�EHHQ�RQO\�WZR�\HDUV�VLQFH�
the outbreak of the revolution so we cannot expect the change to be on the spot we need to implement some reforms in 

order to get changes in the future. This system exists since thirty years and leaded to the current crisis”

�0�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“I believe that change is process, a long process that may not be soon. However, this change is not impossible, maybe 
not during these elections since some people are still following their leaders and old traditional political parties, without 

neglecting the people who gave up on them. Hope is here, change is possible but not anytime soon”

�-�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“There will be change, but for better or worse? No one can answer that until before the elections. We adapt to our crises. 
7RGD\�WKH�GROODU�LV��������DQG�ZH�DUH�ÀQH��+DG�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�EHHQ�KHOG�DIWHU�DXJXVW����QRW�RQH�EORF�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�

in parliament. If they give us little things, by then, people will reelect them”

�0�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�
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“I still have hope, even small hope, and the proof is the change that is happening in the election at the union level, law-
yers, engineers, doctors syndicate, so I think that there is hope of change in that matter”

�0�������)HPDOH��1RW�H[SUHVVHG�

 “The engineers’ elections achieved a great result. I did not go to media school at Lebanese University because it is con-
trolled by a certain side, while today, they have a secularist club. This is very important”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“There is no hope in seeing change. But I don’t know why I regained hope during the last few days, through the families 
RI�WKH�$XJXVW���PDUW\UV�ZLWK�RXU�KHOS��,Q�WKH�HOHFWLRQV��ZH�PXVW�ZDLW�WR�VHH�LI�WKRVH�ZKR�WRRN�WR�WKH�VWUHHWV�DQG�LQ�OLJKW�

of the humiliation we are living, if people will become more aware”

�+�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

(;&(537�6(5,(6����²�)5$0,1*�7+(�52$'�72�$&+,(9(�&+$1*(

´,Q�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�HOHFWLRQV��ZH�PLJKW�LQÀOWUDWH�WKH�FRXQFLO�WKURXJK�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�ÀJXUHV�ZLWK�������ÀJXUHV�ZKR�KDYH�D�
program, not just in civil society by name”

�'�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“I consider that regardless of all the bad things we are living. The situation will not remain as it is today. Settlements 
DQG�FKDQJHV�DUH�DͿHFWLQJ�UHJLRQDO�SRZHUV�DQG�/HEDQRQ�LV�QDWXUDOO\�LPSDFWHG��7KHVH�QHZ�DOOLDQFHV�DQG�SRZHUV�ZLOO�KDYH�
positive repercussions on Lebanon because its collapse is in no one’s interest. In regard of the elections, we will see how 

the people will act then”
�-�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

 ´,�VHH�WKDW�FKDQJH�LV�YHU\�GLFXOW�LQ�/HEDQRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�ZKLFK�ZH�FDXVHG�D�ODUJH�
part. We have to work on creating awareness for the coming years so that we can bring about gradual change through 
parliamentary elections and other things by bringing some secular candidates to their knowledge to make some change”

�+�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

´7KHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQV��)LUVW��ZH�QHHG�WR�VHH�LI�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�DW�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��0RVW�
probably the regime will try to postpone it. And I already mentioned that it is more the foreign forces and not local forces 
WKDW�PD\�LQÁXHQFH�IRU�FKDQJH�LQ�/HEDQRQ��,�GRQ·W�VHH�WKDW�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�ZLOO�EULQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�WKDQ�WKRVH�IURP�WKH�FXUUHQW�

regime”

�7�������0DOH��1RW�H[SUHVVHG�

“I think that there may be changes in the deputies during the next elections, but most importantly what we should try 
to change is those in the state positions in judiciary because they have a state inside the state and it is those people who 

KDYH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�LQÁXHQFH�RYHU�WKH�VWDWH”
�,�������&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

“We discovered that change need work, persistence and perseverance and we need to stick to these demands of change 
EHFDXVH�LI�ZH�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKLV�ZLOO�ZH�ZRQ·W�EH�DEOH�WR�PDNH�ELJ�GLͿHUHQFH”

�:�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�
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(;&(537�6(5,(6����²�)5$0,1*�5$',&$/,=$7,21

“I always opposed them all >VHFWDULDQ�UXOLQJ�HOLWHV��Q�E�$@�because the political system did not represent or serve me. 
$IWHU�$XJXVW����WKLV�WXUQHG�LQWR�KDWUHG�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�DQG�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��,�DP�DOVR�WDONLQJ�DERXW�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�VWRRG�

against us, i.e. the security forces, the army, the parliament guard. They were supposed to protect us”

�+�������)HPDOH��&ULWLFDO�$FWLYH�

“After the revolution, I started perceiving it >VHFWDULDQ�UXOLQJ�HOLWHV��Q�E�$�@�in an even worse way, based on the way 
they dealt with the demonstrators, how they detonated Lebanon. I felt less respect for them and became spiteful because 

they killed us”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

´$IWHU�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�DQG�$XJXVW����,�EHFDPH�PRUH�GLVJXVWHG��EHFDXVH�QRW�RQO\�ZHUH�WKH\�>VHFWDULDQ�UXOLQJ�HOLWHV��Q�E�$@�
FROOHFWLQJ�PRQH\�DQG�VWULSSLQJ�XV�RI�RXU�PRVW�EDVLF�ULJKWV��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�NLOOLQJ�XV��7KH�RFLDOV�DUH�SHUVHFXWLQJ�

their people and starving them”

�'�������0DOH��&ULWLFDO�3DVVLYH�

(;&(537�6(5,(6����²�)5$0,1*�7+(�&+$1*,1*�32/,7,&$/�326,7,216

“Of course, my political convictions changed after this revolution. We have seen many painful scenes of poor and old 
SHRSOH�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRG�DQG�WKHLU�PHGLFLQH��$W�WKH�\RXWK�OHYHO��WKH\�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�ÀQG�MREV�RU�UHDOL]H�WKHLU�
dreams of building a family. It all leads me to give up all parties and everyone should do it. On a personal level, I had a 

SROLWLFDO�DOLDWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�DQG�,�JDYH�LW�XSµ

�=�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

´)UDQNO\��,�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�P\�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�P\�SROLWLFDO�OLQH�EHFDXVH�,�VHH�ZLWK�P\�RZQ�H\HV�WKDW�WKH�SDUW\�WR�ZKLFK�,�
EHORQJ�LV�PDNLQJ�JUHDW�HͿRUWV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�PDQ\�VHUYLFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DOOHYLDWH�WKH�VXͿHULQJ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��%XW�,�DGPLW�
that the existence of a strong state is better than relying on limited party services. I see that my party works for the 

development of the country but the state does nothing”

�=�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�$FWLYH�

“Of course, the revolution played a major role in changing the convictions of young people. Yes, I changed my way of 
WKLQNLQJ�DQG�WKH�LVVXH�RI�P\�DOLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�VKRXOG�EH�WR�P\�VWDWH�DQG�QRW�WR�DQ\�SDUW\��,�DP�QR�ORQJHU�WKDW�SDUWLVDQ�
of his party, and I am no longer provoked by criticism of Hezbollah, as I used to be. There is no doubt that the revolu-
tion gave us a dose of hope, and the new generation began to change and change. We are really tired and it is time for a 

change”

�$�������0DOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�

´%HIRUH�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�,�ZDVQ·W�FRPSOHWHO\�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�VSHFLÀF�SDUW\�EXW�,�ZDV�IROORZLQJ�D�VSHFLÀF�SDUW\��EXW�DIWHU�
joining the revolution we begin to discuss, to read and to open up to other political parties, to see what they accom-
plished, so of course I have dramatically moved away from politics in many ways but at the same time, politics has 
become much closer to me the revolution permitted me to hear to read to understand more I also understand much more 

about economics of course”

�1�������)HPDOH��3DUWLVDQ�3DVVLYH�
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&RQFOXVLRQV�DQG�FRQFOXGLQJ�UHPDUNV

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ÀQGLQJV�HPHUJHG�IURP�RXU�IRFXV�JURXSV��GHVSLWH�WKH�OLPLWHG�LPPHGLDWH�
SROLWLFDO�DFKLHYHPHQWV��WKH�2FWREHU����8SULVLQJ�KDV�PDUNHG�D�FUXFLDO�EUHDNWKURXJK�LQ�WKH�SR-
litical attitudes and the modes of engagement to the political of the post-war generation. In 
SDUWLFXODU��DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�D�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�ZLGHVSUHDG�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�
PROGLQJ�XQH[SUHVVHG�DQG�XQVRFLDOL]HG��WKH�8SULVLQJ�DFWHG�DV�D�GHWRQDWRU�DQG�D�PDMRU�IRUJH�
to exit passive quiescence and propel cross-fertilizing dynamics enhancing political aware-
QHVV��PDWXULW\��DQG�D�ODUJH�VFDOH�UHDVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�RULHQWDWLRQV�WRZDUGV�DFWLYH��DQ-
ti-systemic positions. This double shift has walked hand in hand with a broader transgressive 
dislocation from the discursive and symbolic legacies whereby sectarian elites had built up a 
FRQVLVWHQW�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�KHJHPRQ\��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV·�JHQHUDWLRQ��%RWK�WUHQGV�KDYH�
been further enhanced by the post-Uprising return to power of sectarian elites and their in-
FXPEHQWV��WKH�GUDPDWLF�SHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�DQG��DERYH�DOO��WKH�%HLUXW�3RUW�H[SORVLRQ�
RI�$XJXVW���������ZKLFK��IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDG�WDNHQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��SOD\HG�D�SURP-
LQHQW�UDGLFDOL]LQJ��RU�UH�UDGLFDOL]LQJ��UROH��/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��WKH�GLVHQFKDQWPHQW�WRZDUGV�WKH�
HDUO\�UHYROXWLRQDU\�XWRSLDV�OHIW�URRP�WR�D�PRUH�SUDJPDWLF��HOHFWRUDOLVW�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�DSSURDFK�
WR�SROLWLFDO�FKDQJH��DOLPHQWHG�E\�WKH�SRVLWLYH�UHVXOWV�VFRUHG�E\�RSSRVLWLRQ�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�UHQHZ-
al of the directive bodies of several professional associations (El-Kak 2021). 

7KH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�ÀQGLQJV�ZLWK�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�URXQG�RI�VWXGHQW�HOHFWLRQV�
RͿHU�DOWRJHWKHU�HQRXJK�HOHPHQWV�WR�DVVHUW�WKDW��ZKLOH�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�DPELWLRQV�RI�WKH�2F-
WREHU�PRPHQWXP�UHYHDOHG�HSKHPHUDO��WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�KDV�SURSHOOHG�DPRQJ�HGXFDWHG�\RXWK�D�
process of dislocation from the dominant political structures based on sectarian patronage en-
dowed with the potential to make them a prominent site of transformative counter-hegemony. 

,Q� WKLV�UHVSHFW�� WKH�XSFRPLQJ������HOHFWLRQV�ZLOO� UHSUHVHQW�DOWRJHWKHU�D�PRPHQW�RI� WUXWK�
and a crossroad of crucial importance. A central role in this sense will be played by the capac-
ity of the emerging opposition parties to exploit the window of opportunity of the elector-
al campaign to activate virtuous constituent and participatory practices able to canalize the 
ZLGHVSUHDG��\HW�VWLOO�DWRPL]HG�GLVVHQW�DJDLQVW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VWDWXV�TXR�WRZDUGV�D�FRQFUHWH�DQG�
YLDEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH�DJHQGD��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��EHIRUH�WKDQ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�EDLORXW�YLFWRULHV�per se, the 
bulk of the game for the long-term capitalization of educated youth’s propension to change 
ZLOO�UHYROYH�DURXQG�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�JURXSV�WR�GHÀQH�D�FRXQWHU�KHJHPRQLF�SROLWLFDO�
project perceived as solid and realistic enough to generate hope and commitment beyond the 
HOHFWRUDO�PRPHQW��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�SUDJPDWLF�VKLIW�WULJJHUHG�E\�WKH�8SULVLQJ��
LQ�IDFW��VWXGHQWV�DUH�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO��SROLWLFDO�DQG�PDWHULDO�FRQVWUDLQWV�KLQGHULQJ�
WKH�DUPDWLRQ�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ� IRUFHV��$W� WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZKLOH� IRU�PRVW�RI� WKHP�D�´UHWXUQ� WR�
VHFWDULDQLVPµ�GRHV�QRW�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�RSWLRQ��WKH�ORZHU�SUHGLVSRVLWLRQ�WR�EOLQGO\�IROORZ�DOWHUQD-
tive political projects lacking of concrete and clear goals might realistically run the risk to be 
conductive to a widespread return to disillusioned quietism in case opposition forces fail to 
SUHVHQW�FDQGLGDWHV��SURMHFWV�DQG�LPDJLQDULHV�UHVRQDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV��

The second and most important variable is represented by the short and mid-term evolu-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV��&XUUHQWO\��/HEDQRQ�LV�FDXJKW�LQ�D�GUDPDWLF�EUDLQ�GUDLQ��ZLWKLQ�WKH�
broader framework of a sustained emigratory wave triggered by the harshening of the crisis. 
$OWKRXJK�GHWDLOHG�VWDWLVWLFV�DUH�ODFNLQJ��D�JOLPSVH�RI�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�FDQ�EH�GH-
duced by a number of collateral disaggregated data on migration published in the past year. 
$JDLQ�LQ�������IRU�LQVWDQFH��DERXW�����RI�/HEDQHVH�\RXWK�H[SUHVVHG�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�HPLJUDWH�
DEURDG�LQ�VHDUFK�IRU�EHWWHU�HFRQRPLF�DQG�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��ZLWK�D�WXUQRXW�KLJKHU�/LE\D�DQG�
<HPHQ�DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��$6'$$���%&:��������6LQFH�WKH�VROH�VSULQJ�������WKH�GDLO\�
average number of passports issued or renovated by the General Security has reached quota 
������$QWRQLRV��������DQG�DERXW�����RI�VSHFLDOL]HG�GRFWRUV�KDV�OHIW�WKH�FRXQWU\��:+2��������
7KHVH�GDWD�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DODUPLQJ��IRU�WKH�GHSWK�RI�WKH�FULVLV�DQG�LWV�GXUDELOLW\�GUDVWLFDOO\�
UHGXFHV�WKH�PDUJLQV�RI�UHWXUQ�IRU�\RXQJ�DQG�VNLOOHG�DGXOWV�ÀQGLQJ�DEURDG�D�VWDEOH�SURIHVVLRQDO�
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SRVLWLRQ��(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��WKH�UDSLG�SDXSHUL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVVHV�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�YXO-
QHUDELOLW\�RI�HGXFDWHG�\RXWK�DJDLQVW�QHSRWLVWLF�RU�FOLHQWHOLVWLF�SUDFWLFHV��7KHUHIRUH��ORRVH�WKH�
window of opportunity of the 2022 elections might concretely trigger a hardly recuperable 
seatback against the advancements scored by the Uprising. 
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