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Abstract
T rans f o r m ati o ns  i n th e L ev ant b etw een th e l ate E arl y 
B ro nz e Ag e and th e i ni ti al  Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e are 
anal y s ed i n th e arti c l e at di f f erent s p ati al  s c al es  and 
w i th a long durée p ers p ec ti v e. I t i s  s u g g es ted th at i n 
th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  rec o rd f o r th e ti m es p an b etw een 
c . 2 6 0 0 and c . 1 9 0 0 B C E  i t i s  p o s s i b l e to i s o l ate at 
l eas t th ree s tag es  w h en m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  
c h ang ed i n th e L ev ant, eac h ti m e i n res p o ns e to s o c i o -
political and/or socio-economic re-configuration. 
T h es e trans f o r m ati o ns  to o k p l ac e res p ec ti v el y at th e 
E arl y B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i ti o n, b etw een ‘ earl i er’ 
and ‘ l ater’ E arl y B ro nz e I V  ph as es , and at th e E arl y 
B ro nz e/ Mi ddl e B ro nz e trans i ti o n and are ex am i ned 
i n th e arti c l e. I t i s  p ro p o s ed th at, al o ng w i th m ac ro -
l o c al  trans f o r m ati o ns , s u b - reg i o nal  areas  c h ang ed 
di f f erenti al l y du ri ng tho s e p eri o ds , w h i c h s u g g es ts  th e 
i m p o rtanc e o f  re- ex am i ni ng m es o -  and m i c ro - l o c al  
traj ec to ri es  f o r a b etter i nterp retati o n o f  i nter- reg i o nal  
dy nam i c s . I t i s  al s o di s c u s s ed ho w  th e s t u dy o f  th es e 
p ro c es s es  i n a l o ng - term  p ers p ec ti v e m ay p ro v e 
rel ev ant to res earc h i nto th e l ater Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e 
ph as es .

1   S ap i enz a U ni v ers i tà  di  R o m a;  m arta. dandrea@ u ni ro m a1 . i t.

Introduction
B etw een th e l ate E arl y B ro nz e and th e earl y Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag es  th e L eva nt ( F i g . 1 )  s aw  s o c i o - p o l i t i c al ,  
s o c i o ec o no m i c , and s o c i o c u l t u ral  c h ang es  at v ari o u s  
ti m es , m i rro red b y as  m any trans f o r m ati o ns  i n th e 
m ateri al  c u l t u re and th e as s o c i ated s o c i al  p rac ti c es . 
F ro m  c . 2 6 0 0 / 2 5 0 0 to c . 1 9 0 0 B C E  – th at i s  f ro m  th e 
E arl y B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i ti o n to th e b eg i nni ng o f  
th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e ac c o rdi ng to th e m o s t rec ent 
reg i o nal  c h ro no l o g i es  ( T ab . I ) 2  – p o l i t i c al  v i c i s s i t u des  
i n di f f erent p eri o ds  p ro m p ted c h ang es  i n i nter- reg i o nal  
connections that influenced material culture patterning.

Traditionally, scholars have identified the 
ap p earanc e o f  no rth ern L ev anti ne f eatu res  rel ated 
to  c o ns u m p t i o n o f  f o o d and dri nk s ,  and to  f u nerary  
c u s t o m s  i n th e l ate 3 rd and earl y  2 nd m i l l enni u m  B C E  
datas et o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant and ex p l ai ned th em  
as  b ro u g h t b y  m i g rati o ns ,  g eneral l y  o f  Am o r i tes , 3  
al th o u g h  o t h er g ro u p s  h av e b een p ro p o s ed to o , 4  
c u l t u ral  trans f er m edi ated b y  p as to ral i s m , 5  o r,  m o re 
rarel y ,  trade. 6  E v en i n m o re rec ent ti m es ,  i nter p reti v e 
c o ns tr u c t s  f o r i nter- reg i o nal  c o ntac ts  and c h ang es  
i n m ateri al  c u l t u re i n th e ti m es p an u nder rev i ew  
c entre o n p as to ral i s m  and c u l t u ral  trans f er f o r E arl y  
B ro nz e I V , 7  and p ro g res s i v e ac c u l t u rati o n b ro u g h t 
b y  trans reg i o nal  and i nterreg i o nal  m i g rati o ns ,  
and c u l t u ral  h o m o g eni s ati o n c o nnec ted w i t h  th e 
em erg enc e o f  Am o r i te i denti ti es  b et w een th e E arl y  
and Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag es . 8

Du r i ng  th e l as t dec ade,  th es e p h eno m ena h av e b een 
ref ram ed w i t h i n a rev i s ed c h ro no l o g i c al  b ac k dro p .  

2    F o r th e s o u t h ern L ev ant, s ee Regev et al . 2 0 1 2 ;  2 0 1 4 ;  
Shai et al . 2 0 1 4 ;  höflmayeR 2 0 1 7 ( E arl y B ro nz e Age ) ;  
maRcuS 2 0 1 0 ;  2 0 1 3 ;  cohen 2 0 1 7 ( Mi ddl e B ro nz e I ) ;  
no rth ern L ev ant:  höflmayeR et al . 2 0 1 4 ;  SchwaRtz 2 0 1 7 ;  
vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 ( E arl y B ro nz e Age ) ;  moRanDi 
BonacoSSi 2 0 0 8 ;  2 0 1 4 ;  matthiae 2 0 2 0  ( E arl y / Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e trans i ti o n and Mi ddl e B ro nz e I ) . I n th i s  p ap er, f o r 
th e s o u t h ern L ev ant w e f o l l o w  th e u s e o f  E arl y B ro nz e I V  
f o r th e p eri o d f ro m  c . 2 5 0 0 – 1 9 5 0 / 1 9 2 0 B C E  and Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e I  f o r th e earl i es t Mi ddl e B ro nz e Age  p h as e, w h i c h 
i n th e l i teratu re are al s o c al l ed, res p ec ti v el y , I nterm edi ate 
B ro nz e Age  and Mi ddl e B ro nz e I I A.

3    wRight 1 9 3 8 , 4 ;  alBRight 1 9 6 1 ;  Kenyon 1 9 6 6 .
4    E g y p t i ans :  mazaR 1968;  callaway 1978, 55;  K u rg an 

p eo p l e:  lapp 1 9 6 6 , 1 1 0 – 1 1 1 . S ee di s c u s s i o n i n palumBo 
1 9 9 0 ,  1 0 – 1 1 .

5    pRag 1 9 7 4 , 1 0 6 – 1 0 7 ;  2 0 0 9 , 8 6 – 8 7 ;  2 0 1 1 , 7 2 ;  DeveR 1980, 
49–58 .

6    palumBo 1 9 9 0 ,  1 1 8 – 1 1 9 .
7    Bunimovitz and gReenBeRg 2 0 0 4 ;  2 0 0 6 ;  wilKinSon et 

al . 2 0 1 4 , 9 0 – 9 2 ;  KenneDy 2 0 1 5 a, 1 9 5 – 1 9 7 ;  2 0 1 6 , 1 7 – 1 8 ;  
gReenBeRg 2 0 1 7 ;  2 0 1 9 , 1 3 6 – 1 7 9 ;  Schloen 2 0 1 7 .

8    weiSS 2 0 1 4 , 3 6 7 – 3 7 6 ;  2 0 1 7 , 1 4 5 – 1 4 6 ;  BuRKe 2 0 1 7 .

Developing Connections and Changing Clusters: 
The Levant between c. 2600 and 1900 BCE

by Marta D’Andrea1
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T radi ti o nal  s y nc h ro ni s m s  b et w een th e l ater s o u t h ern 
L ev anti ne u rb an p h as e i n E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and th e 
first half of the northern Levantine Early Bronze IV 
f ro m  c .  2 5 0 0  to  c .  2 3 0 0  B C E ,  and b etw een th e no n-
u rb an E arl y  B ro nz e I V  i n th e s o u t h  and th e s ec o nd 
h al f  o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d i n th e no rth  f ro m  c .  
2 3 0 0  to  c .  2 0 0 0  B C E  ( T ab .  I )  are c o ns i dered no  l o ng er 
tenab l e du e to  b o t h  rev i s ed and f res h  radi o c arb o n 
dati ng  f o r th e s o u t h . 9  T h i s  h as  p l ac ed th e E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I  p eri o d i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant f ro m  c .  2 8 5 0  
to  c .  2 5 0 0  B C E  and th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d f ro m  
c .  2 5 0 0  to  c .  1 9 5 0 / 1 9 2 0  B C E , 1 0  th at i s ,  ro u g h l y  i n l i ne 
w i t h  th e s am e p eri o ds  i n th e no rth ,  w h o s e ab s o l u te 
c h ro no l o g y  h as  rem ai ned b as i c al l y  u nc h ang ed th u s  
f ar ( T ab .  I ) . 1 1  T h e rev i s ed ab s o l u te c h ro no l o g y  f o r 
th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne E arl y  B ro nz e Ag e h as  b een 
w i del y  ac c ep ted b y  s c h o l ars ,  th o u g h  w i t h  rem ark ab l e 
ex c ep t i o ns . 1 2  O n th e o ne h and,  th e real i g n m ent o f  th e 
no rth ern and s o u t h ern reg i o nal  c h ro no l o g i es  m ay  

9    S ee, r ec entl y , t h e c o ntri b u t i o ns  i n RichaRD ( ed. )  2 0 2 0 .
1 0    Regev et al . 2 0 1 2 , 5 5 8 – 5 6 1 ;  2 0 1 4 , 2 5 9 – 2 6 0 ;  höflmayeR 

2 0 1 7 .
1 1    D’anDRea and vacca 2 0 2 0  ( S y ri an E arl y  B ro nz e I I I ) ;  

höflmayeR et al .  2 0 1 4  ( no rth ern L eb ano n,  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I /
I V  trans i ti o n) ;  SchwaRtz 2 0 1 7  ( S y ri an E arl y  B ro nz e I V ) .

1 2    nigRo 2 0 1 9 ;  2 0 2 0 ;  nigRo et al . 2 0 1 9 .

p ro v i de new  and m o re di f f erenti ated readi ng s  o f  
c o nnec ti o ns  b et w een th o s e reg i o ns  i n th e ti m es p an 
c o ns i dered i n th i s  arti c l e.  O n th e o th er h and,  th e 
stratified evidence from the southern Levant is still 
too scarce to paint a regional picture for a five- or six-
c entu r y  l o ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d,  and th ere are 
g ap s  and u nc ertai nti es . 1 3

I n th i s  arti c l e,  b u i l di ng  o n p rev i o u s  w o rk s ,  w e 
arg u e th at,  w i t h i n th es e c entu r i es ,  th ere w ere th ree 
m aj o r dev el o p m ents  as s o c i ated w i t h  c h ang es  i n 
m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters .  T o  anal y s e th es e c h ang es ,  
w e w i l l  s u m m ari s e c u rrent i s s u es  i n th e s t u dy  o f  
m ateri al  c u l t u re p atterni ng  i n s p ac e and ti m e and o f  
h u m an i nterac ti o ns  m i rro red b y  s u c h  m o del l i ng  at a 
m o re g eneral  l ev el  and di s c u s s  c as e s t u di es  f o r th e 
ti m es p ans  u nder rev i ew  to  p ro p o s e s o m e h y p o t h es es  
o n w h y  m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  c h ang ed at th es e 
p o i nts  i n ti m e i n c o nnec ti o n w i t h  dev el o p i ng  i nter-
reg i o nal  c o ntac ts .  As  i s  s u g g es ted i n th e c o nc l u s i o n,  
a b etter u nders tandi ng  o f  th es e earl i er p h eno m ena 
at a l arg e g eo g rap h i c al  s c al e and w i t h i n a l o ng - ter m  
p ers p ec t i v e m ay  p ro v e rel ev ant al s o  to  res earc h  i nto  
th e l ater Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e p h as es .

1 3    S ee, m o s t rec entl y , D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 a;  2 0 2 0 a;  gReenBeRg 
2 0 1 9 , 1 3 9 ;  covello - paRan 2 0 2 0 ,  3 9 2 .

Fig. 1  Map of the Near East with sites mentioned in the text (base map by M. Zingarello, edits by the author; 
map data: SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, NEBCO, Landsat, Copernicus through Google Earth Pro and 

Bing Maps Tile System, 2020)
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Methodological Issues in the Study of 
Archaeological Clusters
I n th e s t u dy  o f  trans f o r m ati o ns  i n th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  
rec o rd i t m ay  h ap p en th at i t i s  no t p o s s i b l e to  ap p l y  
u nam b i g u o u s l y  a s i ng l e ex p l anato r y  c o ns tr u c t ,  and 
di f f erent readi ng s  are c o nc ei v ab l e f o r th e s am e 
s et o f  data.  Mo reo v er,  anal y s i ng  m ateri al  c u l t u re 
changes in the past it is often difficult to identify 
p ro c es s es  l y i ng  b eh i nd th e s p read o f  new  trai ts , 1 4  
w h i c h  m ay  i nc l u de trade and ex c h ang e,  m i g rati o n 
( at di f f erent s c al es ) ,  h y b r i di z ati o n,  m o v em ents  o f  
s em i - no m ads  and p as to ral i s t s ,  c u l t u ral  trans f er,  
and techno-stylistic influence as either alternative 
o r c o nc u rrent f ac to rs .  T h eref o re,  g eneral i s i ng  
l ab el s  ap p l i ed to  m ateri al  c u l t u re trai ts  di s tr i b u ted 
w i del y  ac ro s s  s p ac e and l o ng  l as t i ng  i n ti m e –  
s u c h  as  ‘ C al i c i f o r m  C u l t u re’ and ‘ Am o r i te koiné’ 
–  m i g h t h i nder m u l t i p l e p ro c es s es  s p ati al l y  and 
tem p o ral l y  di f f erenti ated. 1 5

R ec ent s c h o l ars h i p  h as  di s c u s s ed th e i m p o rtanc e 
o f  dev el o p i ng  a c o m m o n v o c ab u l ar y  am o ng  
g eneti c i s t s  and arc h aeo l o g i s t s  to  al l o w  g eno m i c s  
to  b e ef f ec t i v el y  i nc o r p o rated i nto  arc h aeo l o g i c al  
data and v i c e v ers a. 1 6  C l earl y ,  t h e m ai n l i m i tati o n 
i s  t h e l ac k  o f  a o ne- to - o ne c o rres p o ndenc e b et w een 
a g i v en arc h aeo l o g i c al  c u l t u ral  des i g nati o n and a 
g eneti c  c l u s ter1 7  and th e r i s k  o f  f al l i ng  i nto  th e 
p i t f al l s  o f  ‘ p o t s  and p eo p l e’ p aradi g m s .  Mo reo v er,  
even archaeologists define clusters from the 

1 4    BuRmeiSteR 2 0 1 6 ,  4 2 .
1 5    F o r a rev i ew  o f  th e q u es ti o n o f  th e ‘ C al i c i f o r m  c u l t u re’, 

s ee coopeR 2 0 2 0 , 1 1 1 ;  f o r rec ent rec o ns i derati o ns  o f  
th e q u es ti o n o f  th e ‘ Am o r i te koiné’, s ee homSheR and 
cRaDic 2 0 1 7 ;  2 0 1 8 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 a.

1 6   eiSenmann et al . 2 0 1 8 ;  RieDe , hoggaRD and Shennan 
2 0 1 9 .  S ee rem ark s  o n th e p o tenti al  and l i m i ts  o f  th i s  
c o o p erati o n i n SamiDa and fleuchteR 2 0 1 6 .

1 7 eiSenmann et al . 2 0 1 8 , 2 .

arc h aeo l o g i c al  p o i nt o f  v i ew  i n di f f erent w ay s .  
S ev eral  p o s s i b l e des i g nati o ns  h av e b een p ro p o s ed 
th at m ay  b e u s ed as  al ternati v es  to  ‘ arc h aeo l o g i c al  
c u l t u re’ to  l ab el  th e s p ati al  and tem p o ral  p atterni ng  
o f  m ateri al  c u l t u re trai ts ,  s u c h  as  tradi ti o n,  
c o m p l ex ,  tec h no - c o m p l ex ,  f ac i es ,  h o r i z o n,  s t y l e 
z o ne,  and p h eno m eno n. 1 8  C l earl y ,  t h es e ter m s  m ay  
des c r i b e s i t u ati o ns  th at c an ev en b e c o nc u rrent 
w i t h i n th e s am e g eo g rap h i c  b o u ndari es  at th e s am e 
p o i nt i n ti m e.  C o ns i deri ng  th es e s h o rtc o m i ng s ,  
B enj am i n W .  R o b erts  and Marc  V ander L i nden 
h av e s u g g es ted th at “ ei t h er a new  dev i c e f o r 
g ro u p i ng  arc h aeo l o g i c al  data needs  to  b e f o u nd,  o r 
w e m u s t ex p l o re h o w  p atterns  i n th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  
cultures are perceived, classified and accepted”.1 9

Mo reo v er,  i t i s  ac k no w l edg ed th at to  i nteg rate 
s o c i al  p rac t i c es  i nto  i nter p reti v e m o del s  m ay  t i e 
m ateri al  c u l t u re ev i denc e to  i m m ateri al  as p ec t s  
i n c reati v e i nter p retati o ns  th at i nc l u de s i t u ated 
l earni ng ,  trans c u l t u ral i t y ,  i nterc u l t u ral i t y ,  en-  
tang l em ent,  and ev en c o l l ec t i v e m em o r y  and 
m ay  b r i ng  p eo p l e and p l ac es  i nto  p l ay  i n th e 
arc h aeo l o g i c al  di s c o u r s e.  I n th i s  reg ard i t h as  
b een rec al l ed th at arc h aeo l o g y  s h o u l d eng ag e no t 
o nl y  h ard s c i enc e f o r data anal y s i s  b u t al s o  s o c i al  
s c i enc es  f o r data i nter p retati o n,  y et s t i l l  al w ay s  
preserving its own methodological specifics, 
and,  to  s ay  i t w i t h  S u s an S h erratt,  w i t h o u t 
losing “confidence in its ability to create its own 
agendas”. 2 0

R ec entl y ,  s c h o l ars h i p  c entri ng  o n m o re tradi ti o nal  
h i s t o r i c al  and arc h aeo l o g i c al  ap p ro ac h es  s eem s  
to  b e i nc reas i ng l y  reg arded as  o u tdated ev en b y  
arc h aeo l o g i s t s  c o m p ared to  m o re th eo reti c al l y  

1 8    RoBeRtS and vanDeR linDen 2 0 1 1 , 2 ;  RieDe , hoggaRD 
and Shennan 2 0 1 9 , 2 ;  BuRmeiSteR 2 0 1 9 ,  3 4 .

1 9    RoBeRtS and vanDeR linDen 2 0 1 1 ,  2 .
2 0 SheRRat 2 0 1 1 ,  1 8 .

Tab. 1  Table with different scheme of archaeological periodization and terminology used for the northern 
and southern Levant and compared to ARCANE’s phasing and historical periodization for Mesopotamia. EB 
= Early Bronze; MB = Middle Bronze; ESL = Early Southern Levant; ENL = Early Northern Levant; ECL = 

Early Central Levant, the latter referring mainly to northern Lebanon
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c o nc erned and tec h no l o g i c al l y  adv anc ed s t u di es ,   
w h i l e th es e th ree as p ec t s  o f  res earc h  s h o u l d g o   
h and i n h and.  E v en i n th e era o f  m any  rev o l u t i o ns  
that influenced positively archaeological research, 
tradi ti o nal  m eth o ds  are s t i l l  i rrep l ac eab l e2 1  
and,  i f  r i g o ro u s l y  ap p l i ed to  th e s t u dy   
o f   datas ets ,  m ay  al l o w  arc h aeo l o g y  to  g i v e 
significant contributions to collaborative, 
i nterdi s c i p l i nar y  and m u l t i di s c i p l i nar y  res earc h .  
T h e el ab o rati o n o f  rel ati v e p eri o di z ati o n and 
s y nc h ro ni z ati o n s c h em es  b as ed o n a s o u nd 
s trati g rap h i c  b as i s  are th e g r i ds  f ram i ng  
radi o c arb o n dati ng ,  t h e s etti ng  o f  s o c i o l o g i c al  and 
anth ro p o l o g i c al  i nter p retati o ns ,  and th e b ac k dro p  
o f  DN A s t u di es .  I f  t h i s  b ac k dro p  i s  o p aq u e,  v ag u e,  
o r ap p ro x i m ate,  i nter p retati o ns  m ay  b e b i as ed o r to  
s o m e ex tent s p ec u l ati v e.

I n th e l as t dec ade,  w o rk  o n p eri o di z ati o n 
and s y nc h ro ni z ati o n h as  b een do ne to  b etter 
rec o ns tr u c t reg i o nal  dev el o p m ental  traj ec to r i es  
i n th e L ev anti ne area i n th e E arl y  and Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag es  th at m ay  al l o w  c h ang es  i n p atterns  o f  
i nter- reg i o nal  c o nnec t i v i t y  and,  c o ns eq u entl y ,  i n 
m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  to  b e reanal y s ed f o r th o s e 
c r i t i c al  p er i o ds  o f  t h e L ev anti ne h i s t o r y .

2 1 D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 a, 7 2 – 7 3 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 4 1 0 .

Clusters Changing during the Early Bronze 
III/IV Transition
Core-periphery Interactions, Pastoralism, and 
Elite Emulation
T h e s p read o f  th e s o - c al l ed ‘ C al i c i f o r m  W are’ 
o r ‘ C al i c i f o r m  C u l t u re’ ac ro s s  th e L ev ant2 2  – th e 
ap p earanc e o f  reg i o nal  v ari ants  o f  v es s el s  as s o c i ated 
w i th th e c o ns u m p ti o n o f  l i q u i ds , p arti c u l arl y c u p s , 
g o b l ets , and th e s o - c al l ed ‘ teap o ts ’ – h as  b een 
tradi ti o nal l y c o ns i dered th e h al l m ark o f  th e E arl y 
B ro nz e I V  p eri o d. T h e s o u th ern L ev anti ne s u b s ets  
o f  c u p s , g o b l ets  and teap o ts  h av e b een c o ns i dered th e 
m ateri al  p ro o f  o f  a ‘ S y r i an c o nnec ti o n’2 3  i n th i s  reg i o n 
i n th e l o c al  no n- u rb an p eri o d, w h i c h du ri ng th e l as t 
tw enty y ears  h as  b een rei nterp reted c o ns i s tentl y as  th e 
res u l t o f  l o c al  em u l ati o n o f  dri nk i ng b eh av i o u rs  o f  th e 
no rth ern L ev anti ne u rb an el i tes .

I n th e earl y  2 0 0 0 s ,  S h l o m o  B u ni m o v i t z  and 
R ap h ael  G reenb erg  s u g g es ted th at th e ado p t i o n o f  
dri nk i ng  b eh av i o u r s  o f  S y r i an u rb an el i tes  i n E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  s h o w n b y  th e s p read o f  di f f erent v ari ants  
o f  g o b l ets  and teap o ts  ac ro s s  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant 

2 2 F o r a rec ent treatm ent o f  th i s  p h eno m eno n, i nc l u di ng 
q u es ti o ns  o f  term i no l o g y , c h ro no l o g y , and reg i o nal i s m , 
s ee welton and coopeR 2 0 1 4 ;  coopeR 2 0 1 8 ;  2 0 2 0 ;  
D’anDRea and vacca 2 0 2 0 .

2 3    T h e earl i es t u s es  o f  th i s  term  m ay b e f o u nd i n DeveR 
1 9 8 0 , 5 2 ;  mazzoni 1 9 8 5 ,  1 5 ;  palumBo 1 9 9 0 ,  1 1 9 .

Fig. 2  Early Bronze III carinated platter-bowls in the northern Levant (nos. 1–6) after Vacca and D’anDrea 
2020 with map of distribution on the right; 

no. 1: Qal‘at ar-Rus, level 8 (after enrich 1939, tab. VIII, fig XI.8.12, redrawn);  
no. 2: Ras Shamra/Ugarit, level E (after courtois 1962, fig. 44E, redrawn);  

no. 3: Tell Abu Danne, level VII (after tefnin 1980, pl. XII, fig. 22.9, redrawn);  
no. 4: Tell Mishrifeh/Qatna, Operation J, level 41 (after Besana, Da ros and iamoni 2008, fig 1.1; redrawn);  

no. 5: Hama, level K1–2 (after Vacca and D’anDrea 2020, fig.7.8.9, redrawn);  
no. 6: Tell Mardikh/Ebla (after Vacca and D’anDrea 2020, fig. 7.8.11, redrawn, 

© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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w as  a res p o ns e to  rej ec ti o n o f  l o c al  s ets  o f  s y m b o l s  
as s o c i ated w i t h  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I – I I I  s o c i al  o rder 
rep res ented,  i ns tead,  i n p arti c u l ar b y  th e l arg e 
c ari nated p l atter b o w l s ,  at th e ti m e o f  th e dem i s e o f  th e 
fortified settlements of the previous period. 2 4  T h es e 
i nterac ti o ns  w o u l d h av e b een c o ndu c i v e to  em u l ati o n 
o f  no rth ern dri nk i ng  b eh av i o u r s  and th e as s o c i ated 
eq u i p m ent i n th e s o u t h ,  and th e c arri ers  o f  c u l t u ral  
and tec h no - s t y l i s t i c  i nf o r m ati o n w o u l d h av e b een 
s em i - no m adi c  p as to ral i s t s  “ s traddl i ng  th e i nterf ac e 
b et w een C anaan and th e u rb an c entres  o f  c entral  
Syria”. 2 5  T h i s  th eo r y  i s  f o l l o w ed b y  T o ny  W i l k i ns o n 

2 4    Bunimovitz and gReenBeRg 2004, 20–23, fig. 1.
2 5    Bunimovitz and gReenBeRg 2 0 0 4 , 2 7 ;  2 0 0 6 , 2 9 .

et al . ,  w h o  b es i des  dri nk i ng  k i t s  h av e i nc l u ded al s o  
th e dep l o y m ent o f  w eap o ns  and p ers o nal  o rnam ents  
i n b u r i al s  as  ev i denc e f o r th e i ntro du c t i o n o f  S y r i an 
s tat u s - m ark i ng  p rac ti c es  i n th e s o u t h . 2 6  T h ey  b el i ev e 
that the “apparent contradiction” between these new 
trai ts  i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant  
and s o m e deg ree o f  c o nti nu i t y  w i t h  th e l o c al  E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I  p o tter y  tradi ti o n m ay  b e ex p l ai ned b y  s em i -
no m adi c  p as to ral i s m  as  th eo r i s ed b y  B u ni m o v i t z  and 
G reenb erg  and rep o rted ab o v e. 2 7

Mo re rec entl y ,  G reenb erg  h as  f ram ed w i t h i n th i s  
m o del  and th e h i g h er ab s o l u te c h ro no l o g y  f o r th e 

2 6    wilKinSon et al .  2 0 1 4 ,  9 2 .  S ee al s o  BRaDBuRy and philip 
2017.

2 7 I b i dem .

Fig. 3  Development of goblets at Tell Mardikh/Ebla, Syria, from late Early Bronze III to final Early Bronze 
IVA (nos. 1–6) according to Vacca 2015, fig. 13 (with additional vessel drawings, no. 3 after Vacca 2015, fig.5.9 

and no. 6 after Vacca and D’anDrea 2020, fig. 1.7, redrawn) and Early Bronze IVA pottery with goblets and 
teapot from Palace G at Tell Mardikh/Ebla (no. 7) (© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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s o u t h ern L ev anti ne E arl y  B ro nz e Ag e th e th eo r y  
of a gradual decline of fortified settlements in the 
reg i o n du r i ng  th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I I I .  T h i s  w o u l d 
h av e l ed th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne c o m m u ni t i es  to  
c o nv ert i ntenti o nal l y  to  p as to ral i s m  as  a w i nni ng  
ec o no m i c  o p t i o n to  o v erc o m e dec l i ne and eng ag e 
i n i ntens i v e ani m al  h erdi ng  c o nnec ted w i t h  th e 
nas c ent w o o l  ec o no m y  m ark et c o ntro l l ed b y  th e 
no rth ern L ev anti ne u rb an c entres . 2 8  T h e th eo r y  o f  
a “transmutation” to pastoralism is largely based 
o n h i s  readi ng  o f  th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  ev i denc e f ro m  
the Hula Valley, where he has identified a gradual 
ab ando nm ent o f  s ettl em ents  and th e re- em erg enc e o f  
m eg al i t h i s m  du r i ng  th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I I I . 2 9  T h i s  
h y p o t h es i s  i s  endo rs ed b y  Dav i d S c h l o en,  w h o  al s o  
considers “adaptation” to pastoralism as a strategy to 
c o p e w i t h  th e dec l i ne o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  “ w al l ed 
settlements” and the mechanism through which 
S y r i an p rac ti c es  s p read to  th e s o u t h . 3 0

The Early Bronze III/IV Transition in the Northern 
Levant
R ec ent w o rk s  anal y s ed th e c o ns eq u enc es  o f  th e 
real i g n m ent o f  reg i o nal  p eri o di z ati o n s c h em es  f o r th e 
no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  th e E arl y  B ro nz e 
Ag e no t j u s t f ro m  th e s tandp o i nt o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V ,   
b u t al s o  o f  th e p rec edi ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  th at 
ac c o rdi ng  to  th e rev i s ed i nterreg i o nal  s y nc h ro ni s m s  

2 8    gReenBeRg 2 0 1 7 , 4 7 – 4 8 2 0 1 9 , 1 2 7 – 1 2 8 .
2 9    gReenBeRg 2002, 77–81, figs. 4.4–4.5; 2003, 30–31, figs. 

2 – 4 a nd 2 – 5 . S ee al s o gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 ,  1 2 2 - 1 2 3 .
3 0 Schloen 2 0 1 7 ,  6 9 .

w as  p artl y  c o ntem p o rar y  i n th e t w o  reg i o ns  f ro m   
c .  2 7 5 0  to  c .  2 5 0 0  B C E .  B as ed o n th i s  new  c o rrel ati o n 
i t h as  b een o b s er v ed th at th e dev el o p m ent o f  s o u t h ern 
Levantine fortified settlements in Early Bronze III did 
no t c o i nc i de w i t h  th e adv anc ed l i terate u rb an s o c i et y  
p o rtray ed b y  th e E b l a arc h i v es  f o r th e no rth ern 
L ev ant,  b u t w i t h  a p rev i o u s  no rth ern L ev anti ne 
f o r m ati v e p h as e o f  u rb ani z ati o n. 3 1  T h e l atter s tag e 
i s  c o m p arab l e to  th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I  i n term s  o f  s eem i ng  ab s enc e o f  w r i t i ng  
and c o m p l ex  adm i ni s trati v e s y s tem s ,  and m ateri al  
c o rrel ates . 3 2  Mo reo v er,  i n th e s ec o nd q u arter o f  th e 
3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E ,  W es tern S y r i a and L eb ano n 
s h o w  m u l t i p l e l i nes  o f  c o nnec ti v i t y  w i t h  th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant,  i nc l u di ng  th e s p read o f  l o c al  v ari ants  o f  
c ari nated p l atter- b o w l s  ( F i g .  2 ) . 3 3

R es earc h  h as  dem o ns trated th at g radu al  c h ang es  
i n th e t y p o l o g i c al  array  o f  th e p o tter y  as s em b l ag es  
o f  S y r i a and no rth ern L eb ano n c an b e o b s er v ed 
du r i ng  l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and to w ards  th e E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n,  a s tag e th at w e m ay  p l ac e 
ap p ro x i m atel y  b et w een c .  2 6 0 0  and c .  2 5 0 0  B C E   
( F i g s .  3 ,  5 ) . 3 4  I ndi c ati o n f o r i nc reas i ng  c o m m erc i al  
c o ntac ts  c o nnec ti ng  th e no rth ern L ev ant to  
Mes o p o tam i a o n th e o ne h and and to  th e Aeg ean w o rl d 

3 1    vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 .
3 2 wilKinSon et al . 2 0 1 4 , 8 5 – 8 6 ;  vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 ,  

1 3 1 – 1 3 2 .
3 3    vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 ,  1 3 3 – 1 3 7 ;  s ee al s o  D’anDRea 

2 0 1 8 a,  8 2 – 8 3 .
3 4    vacca 2015, 11–16 and fig. 13; vacca and D’anDRea 

2 0 2 0 ,  1 2 3 – 1 2 4 .

Fig. 4  Pottery from Palace G at Tell Mardikh/Ebla, Early Bronze IVA  
(© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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Fig. 5  New vessel shapes in northern Lebanon from Early Bronze III to Early Bronze IV and their foreign 
prototypes and parallels; no. 1: Tell ‘Arqa (after roux and thalmann 2016, fig. 4.22, redrawn); 

no. 2: Tell ‘Arqa (after thalmann 2006, pl. 56.24, redrawn); . 
no. 3: Tell Ta‘yinat (after BraiDwooD and BraiDwooD 1960, fig. 338.19, redrawn);  

no. 4: Tell Fadous-Kfarabida (after Genz and saDer. 2007, pl. 1.2);  
no. 5: Tell ‘Arqa (after thalmann 2006, pl. 56.27, redrawn); 
no. 6: Tell Ta‘yinat (after welton 2014, fig. 5.1, redrawn);  

nos. 7–8: Byblos (after thalmann 2008, fig. 6.1–2, redrawn);  
no. 9: Tell ‘Arqa (after thalmann 2006, pl. 57.24, redrawn);  

no. 10:  Tell Ta‘yinat (after BraiDwooD and BraiDwooD 1960, fig. 338.17, redrawn); 
no. 11: Tell Fadous-Kfarabida (after Genz and saDer. 2007, pl. 1.1); 

no. 12: Tell ‘Arqa (after roux and thalmann 2016, fig. 4.25, redrawn); 
nos. 13–14: Troy (after BleGen et al. 1950, fig. 414.25–26, redrawn); no. 
15: Mougharet al-Hourriye (after Beayno et al. 2002, pl. 1.3, redrawn); 

no. 16: ‘Amuq (after welton 2014, fig. 4.7, redrawn); 
nos. 17–18: Troy (after BleGen et al. 1950, pl. 60.34.338 and pl. 59a.A 21 respectively, redrawn)
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o n th e o t h er s tarti ng  al ready  f ro m  t h e 2 6 t h  c ent u r y 
BCE were identified. This is suggested by the spatial 
di s tr i b u t i o n o f  artef ac t s ,  i nc l u di ng  b i l ateral  i m p o rts  
o f  p o tter y  ( S y r i an b o ttl es  i n Anato l i a,  tank ards  and/
o r depata i n no rth ern S y r i a and th e E u p h rates  V al l ey ,   
o c c as i o nal l y  m etal w o rk ,  and th e i nc i s ed b o ne- t u b es )  
as  w el l  as  b y  t h e ev i denc e o f  s h ared w ei g h t i ng  
s y s tem s . 3 5  I t i s  b el i ev ed th at th i s  m i g h t h av e b een 
( o ne o f )  t h e m ec h ani s m ( s )  b eh i nd th e ap p earanc e 
and s u c c es s  o f  t h e new  dri n k i ng  p arap h ernal i a i n 
di f f erent reg i o ns ,  s u c h  as  th e E u p h rates  R i v er V al l ey ,  
no rth - w es tern I nl and S y r i a,  and no rth ern L eb ano n. 3 6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 5 genz 2 0 0 3 ;  RahmStoRf 2006a, 30–38, figs. 7–8; 2006b; 
maSSa and palmiSano 2 0 1 8 ;  mazzoni 2 0 2 0 ,  1 5 – 2 0  
and figs. 13–14. See also the contribution by pRell, 
RahmStoRf and ialongo i n th i s  v o l u m e.

3 6    D’anDRea and vacca 2 0 2 0 , 1 3 9 ;  vacca and D’anDRea 
2 0 2 0 ,  1 2 2 ,  1 2 9 – 1 3 0 .

I n th e p o tter y  as s em b l ag es  o f  W es tern S y r i a and 
the Middle Euphrates Valley goblets first appeared 
al o ng s i de l o c al  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  t y p es  du r i ng  th e 2 6 t h  
century BCE (Fig. 3), coinciding with the flourishing 
p h as e o f  earl y  u rb ani s m  and th e dev el o p m ent o f  
m o re s tr u c t u red c o m m erc i al  i nterac t i o ns  w i t h  t h e 
Mes o p o tam i an w o rl d,  req u i r i ng  th e i nc o r p o rati o n 
and l o c al  adap tati o n o f  new  s ets  o f  m ateri al  c u l t u re to  
f u el  t h o s e new  c r u c i al  c o ntac ts  ( F i g .  4 ) . 3 7  L i k ew i s e, 
i n no rth ern L eb ano n trans f o r m ati o ns  i n th e l o c al  
c eram i c  rep erto i re b eg an du r i ng  l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I   
w h en new  v es s el  s h ap es  ap p eared,  s u c h  as  o ne-
h andl ed g o b l ets  and b o w l s  w i t h  h o r i z o ntal  h andl es  
( F i g .  5 ) . 3 8  T h es e v es s el  f o r m s  f u rt h er dev el o p ed 
th ro u g h  E arl y  B ro nz e I V ,  w h en a v ari et y  o f  new  
dri n k i ng  v es s el s  ap p eared i nc l u di ng  b el l - s h ap ed 
c u p s ,  o f ten w i t h  h andl es ,  c u p s  w i t h  s p l ay i ng  r i m s  and 
h i g h  l o o p  h andl e,  t w o - h andl ed g o b l ets ,  and a v ari et y  
o f  f o o ted and p edes tal l ed b o w l s  ( F i g .  6 ) . 3 9  C l earl y ,  as  
s u g g es ted earl i er, 4 0  i n th i s  c as e th e new  s h ap es  p o i nt 
to  c o nnec t i o ns  to  t h e no rth  and w es t,  to  t h e ‘ Am u q  
P l ai n,  C i l i c i a ,  W es tern Anato l i a and th e Aeg ean  
( F i g s  5 ,  7 )  t h at,  i n a ti m e w h en m etal  trade and 
m etal l u rg y  h ad b ec o m e k ey  ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es  
g enerati ng  l o ng - di s tanc e c o ntac ts , 4 1  m i g h t h av e 
been prompted by the development of flourishing 
u r b ani z ati o n4 2  ac c o m p ani ed b y  i ntens e m etal l u rg i c al  
p ro du c t i o n i n no rth ern L eb ano n. 4 3  Ac t u al l y ,  t h e 
p eri o d f ro m  c .  2 5 0 0  to  c .  2 3 0 0  B C E ,  c o rres p o ndi ng  
to  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n and to  th e 
first half of Early Bronze IV in the Levant, saw 
th e es tab l i s h m ent o f  t h e s o - c al l ed ‘ Anato l i an T rade 
N et w o rk ’ w h i c h  w o u l d l as t u nti l  c .  2 2 0 0  B C E . 4 4  
Al th o u g h  t h i s  ro u te m ai nl y  c o nnec ted w es tern and 
c entral  Anato l i a to  eac h  o t h er and to  th e eas tern 
Aeg ean,  th e ex i s tenc e o f  a s o u t h ern o f f s h o o t 
reac h i ng  no rth ern L eb ano n th ro u g h  C i l i c i a and 
th e ‘ Am u q  m i g h t ex p l ai n th e i nc o r p o rati o n o f  new   
 
 

3 7    vacca 2015, 14, fig. 13; vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 , 1 23 ;  
s ee al s o coopeR 2 0 2 0 , 1 1 3 ;  mazzoni 2 0 2 0 ,  1 3 .

3 8 thalmann 2006, 112–113, fig. 40.a–b, pl. 47.11, 13–14; 
2008, 72 and fig. 6.1–2 (Tell ‘Arqa), 23–24 (Byblos); 2016, 
65, 68 and figs. 23.11–21, 24.1–5; Roux and thalmann 
2016, fig. 4.22–23, 25 (Tell ‘Arqa); genz 2014, fig. 8.2 
( T el l  F ado u s - K f arab i da) .

3 9 thalmann 2 0 0 6 , p l s . 4 6. 1 4 , 1 7 ,  2 1 – 3 5 , 4 7 . 1 2 , 5 6 – 5 7 ;  2 0 0 8 , 
70–72, fig. 6.3–22, 27–42; Roux and thalmann 2016, fig. 
4 . 3 3 – 4 2 ( T el l  ‘ Arq a) ;  vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 , 8 2 – 8 3 , 
figs. 3.5–8, 4.1–2, 12–13, 18.

4 0    D’anDRea and vacca 2020, 126–128 and figs. 3.1–12, 4; 
f o r T el l  ‘ Arq a, s ee thalmann 2 0 0 6 ,  1 2 0 .

4 1    mazzoni 2 0 2 0 ,  3 .
4 2    thalmann 2 0 1 0 ;  genz et al . 2 0 1 6.
4 3    thalmann 2008, 72–76, figs. 8–9.
4 4    Şahoğlu 2005, 344–354, figs. 1a–2; 2019, 122–126; efe 

2007, 60–62 and figs. 17a–17b (calling it “the Great 
Caravan Route”); see mazzoni 2 0 2 0 , 1 6.

Fig. 6  New vessel shapes in northern Lebanon during 
Early Bronze IV; 

nos. 1–2: Tell ‘Arqa (after thalmann 2006, pls. 56.29, 
57.5 redrawn); nos. 3–4: Byblos (after thalmann 

2008, fig. 6.3–4, redrawn); nos. 5–6: Tell ‘Arqa (after 
roux and thalmann 2016, fig. 4.38 and thalmann 

2008, fig. 6.31, redrawn); no. 7: Byblos (after 
thalmann 2008, fig. 6.9, redrawn); no. 8: Tell ‘Arqa 
(after thalmann 2008, fig. 6.29, redrawn); no. 9: Tell 

Fadous-Kfarabida (after Genz et al. 2010; pl. 1.2, 
redrawn)
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m ateri al  c u l t u re trai ts  i n th e p o tter y  as s em b l ag es   
o f  no rth ern L eb ano n.  I f  t h i s  h y p o t h es i s  i s  c o rrec t,  
t h i s  s o u t h ern c o rr i do r m i g h t h av e b een th e p ath  
c ro s s ed b y  i nter m edi ari es ,  traders ,  m erc h ants ,  and 
m etal s m i t h s  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  t h e new  v es s el s  and 
dri nk i ng  b eh av i o u r s  reac h ed no rth ern L eb ano n 
al o ng  w i t h  m etal s .

S u m m ari s i ng  f ro m  p rev i o u s  s t u di es ,  w e m ay  s ay  
th at m o re th an a di s m i s s al  o f  l o c al  s ets  o f  s y m b o l s  
i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant aro u nd 2 5 0 0  B C E ,  th e 
arc h aeo l o g i c al  ev i denc e s h o w s  a g radu al  i ntro du c t i o n 
o f  ex o t i c  b eh av i o u r s  and th e as s o c i ated m ateri al  
c u l t u re i n th e no rth ern L ev ant and th e Mi ddl e 
E u p h rates  V al l ey  s tarti ng  f ro m  l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I ,  
w h i c h  o nl y  p ro g res s i v el y  and du r i ng  q u i te a l o ng  t i m e 
l ed to  th e rep l ac em ent o f  l o c al  p rac t i c es  c o nnec ted 
w i t h  c o m m ens al i t y  and th ei r m ateri al  c o rrel ates  
( i nc l u di ng  c ar i nated p l atter b o w l s  i n th e no rth ern 

L ev ant4 5 ;  h ere s ee F i g .  5 )  w i t h  t h e f o rei g n o nes . 4 6  
It is difficult to assess whether this phenomenon 
b eg an at th e el i te l ev el  i n th i s  earl y  p h as e o r no t,  b u t 
c ertai nl y  t h e new  v es s el  s h ap es  and th e as s o c i ated 
s o c i al  p rac t i c es  h ad di f f u s ed th ro u g h  al l  s ec to rs  o f  
t h e s o c i et y  i n th e no rth ern L ev ant s i nc e al ready  th e 
first Early Bronze IV phase (local Early Bronze IVA, 
c .  2 5 0 0 – 2 3 0 0  B C E ) , 4 7  as  w el l  as  b y  t h e ti m e w h en 
th e new  v es s el  f o r m s  s u b s eq u entl y  ap p eared al s o  i n 
s o m e areas  o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant.
 

4 5 thalmann 2 0 0 6 ,  p l .  4 6 . 5 – 1 1 ;  Roux and thalmann 2 0 1 6 ,  
fig. 4.6–8; vacca and D’anDRea 2020, 134–137, fig. 7.8.5–
1 5 ;  s ee al s o  KenneDy 2020a, 37–38, fig. 2.7.1–6, 10–12.

4 6    vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 ,  1 2 3 – 1 2 8 .
4 7    mazzoni 2 0 0 3 , 1 8 5 ;  2 0 2 0 , 1 4 ;  welton and coopeR 2 0 1 4 ;  

coopeR 2 0 2 0 ,  1 1 7 – 1 1 8 .

Fig. 7  Map of the eastern Mediterranean and the Levantine coast showing regional variants of Early Bronze 
IV handled drinking vessels at a representative sample of sites (base map by M. Zingarello, edits by the 

author; map data: SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, NEBCO, Landsat, Copernicus through Google Earth Pro 
and Bing Maps Tile System, 2020). 

Vessels from Lerna after rutter 1995, Ill. S-7.3, redrawn; vessels from Troy after BleGen et al. 1950,  
fig. 129.A 26, A 45; 1951, fig. 60.33.144, redrawn; vessels from Gözlü Kule/Tarsus after GolDman 1956,  

figs. 356.470–471, 484, 495, 357.468, redrawn; vessels from Tell Ta‘yinat after BraiDwooD and BraiDwooD 
1960, fig. 338.14, 17, redrawn; vessels from Tell ‘Arqa after thalmann 2006, pls. 56.27, 57.5, 24 and after roux 

and thalmann 2016, fig. 4.38, redrawn; vessel from Tell Fadous-Kfarabida after Genz et al. 2010,  
pl. 1.2, redrawn; vessels from Byblos after thalmann 2008, fig. 6.4, 9, redrawn; vessels from Tell el-

Mutesellim/Megiddo after louD 1948, pls. 9.13, 16.13, redrawn; vessels from Tell es-Sultan/Jericho after 
Kenyon and hollanD 1983, fig. 67.3, redrawn; vessels from Tell ed-Duweir/Lachish after tufnell 1958, pl. 

66.416, redrawn; vessels from Beit Dajan/Bet Dagan after yannai 2014, fig. 3.7.4, 7, redrawn.  
Vessel drawings not to scale
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Fig. 8  Pottery of the earliest phases of Early Bronze IV in the southern Levant; 
nos. 1–4: Khirbet Kerak/Beth Yerah, Period E (after GreenBerG and eisenBerG 2006, figs 5.96.2, 9, 5.97.1, 5.99.4, redrawn); 

nos. 5–7: Elevation Point-167 (after Bar 2020, fig. 19.16.1, 7–8, redrawn); 
nos. 8–9: Tell Abu en-Ni‘aj, Phase 7 and 6 respectively (after falconer and fall 2019 figs 6.2 and 6.6, redrawn); 

nos. 10–11: Tell Umm Hammad, Stage 5 (after helms 1986, figs. 17.1, 18,1, redrawn); 
nos. 12–13: Tell es-Sultan/Jericho, Sultan IIId1 (after niGro 2003a, fig. 21.1 and niGro 1999, fig. 4.1 respectively, redrawn); 
nos. 14–18: Khirbet Iskander, Area C, Phase 1 (after richarD et al. 2010, pls. 2.2–3, 11, 13.4, 14.18, redrawn)
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The Early Bronze III/IV Transition in the 
Southern Levant
Stratified pottery assemblages of the initial non-urban 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d i n th e s o u th ern L ev ant s ho w  
th at g o b l ets  and c u p s  w ere ex trem el y rare i n th e l atter 
reg i o n du ri ng th i s  earl y ph as e. 4 8  T h i s  m i g h t s u g g es t 
ei th er th at, al b ei t i nf req u ent, g o b l ets  w ere i ntro du c ed 
earl y al s o i n th e s o u th 4 9  o r th at s o m e v ery s i m p l e g o b l et 
and c u p f o r m s  m i g h t j u s t h av e b een p art and p arc el  o f  
th e l o c al  ty p o l o g i c al  array al ready s i nc e th i s  arc h ai c  
p eri o d ( as  w el l  as  p o s s i b l y earl i er du ri ng E arl y B ro nz e 
I I I 5 0 )  di s c o nnec tedl y f ro m  th e ‘ C al i c i f o r m  W are’ 
ph eno m eno n. I  w i l l  retu rn to th e q u es ti o n o f  p o s s i b l e 
m ec h ani s m s  o f  di f f u s i o n o f  new  m ateri al  c u l t u re trai ts  
i n th e s ou th ern L ev ant du ri ng ‘ l ater’ E arl y B ro nz e I V  
ph as es  i n th e f o l l o w i ng p arag raph s  and c o nc entrate 
h ere o n th e h y p o th es i s  o f  a p o s s i b l e c o nv ers i o n to 
p as to ral i s m  i n th e l atter reg i o n at th e tu rn b etw een 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and I V .

Ac t u al l y ,  th e th eo r y  o f  p as to ral i s m  as  a c arri er 
o f  c u l t u ral  and tec h no - s t y l i s t i c  i nf o r m ati o n i s  
no t enti rel y  new  i n th e res earc h  i nto  th e s o u t h ern 
L ev anti ne E arl y  B ro nz e I V  as  i t g o es  b ac k  to  W i l l i am  
G. Dever’s model of “pastoral nomadism” proposed  
i n 1 9 8 0 . 5 1  I n c o ntras t,  F al c o ner and F al l  o n th e o ne 
h and,  and R i c h ard and L o ng  o n th e o th er,  tak i ng  
th e v i ew  f ro m  no rth ern and c entral  T rans j o rdan 
res p ec t i v el y ,  h av e arg u ed f o r endu ri ng  r u ral i s m  
c o nnec ted w i t h  a s tro ng  s edentary  b as e i n s o m e areas  
m o re th an o th ers . 5 2  S u b s eq u entl y ,  i n c o ns i derati o n 
o f  s u c h  ev i denc e f o r a s tro ng er r u ral  and s edentary  
c o m p o nent i n th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne E arl y   
B ro nz e I V  s o c i eti es ,  Dev er h as  t u rned to  an “ ag ro -
pastoral model” including both semi-nomadic 
p as to ral i s m  and r u ral i s m . 5 3

I n th e no rth - eas tern J o rdan V al l ey  at l eas t t w o  
ex c av ated s i tes  y i el ded l o ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
s eq u enc es  w i t h  ev i denc e o f  o c c u p ati o n i n th e earl i es t 
p h as e o f  th e p eri o d,  T el l  Ab u  en- N i ’aj ,  w h i c h  h ad 
no t b een o c c u p i ed b ef o re, 5 4  and T el l  U m m  H am m ad,  
w h i c h  h ad no t b een s ettl ed s i nc e E arl y  B ro nz e I I  
( c .  3 0 0 0 – 2 8 50  B C E ) . 5 5  At T el l  es - S u l tan/ J eri c h o  i n 
th e s o u t h - w es tern J o rdan V al l ey  o c c u p ati o n i n th e 
earl i er p h as e o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d f o l l o w ed 
di rec tl y  th e des tr u c t i o n o f  th e l as t E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  
s ettl em ent,  w h i c h  m i g h t ex p l ai n th e s h r i n k ag e o f  th e 
o c c u p i ed s ec to r o f  th e tell ,  l i m i ted to  th e to p  o f  th e 

4 8    D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 1 8 3 – 1 8 7 w i t h ref erenc es ;  s ee 
al s o KenneDy 2 0 2 0 b ,  3 2 8 .

4 9    S ee di s c u s s i o n i n D’anDRea and vacca 2 0 2 0 ,  1 2 5 – 1 2 6 ,  
1 2 9 – 1 3 0 .

5 0    RichaRD and D’anDRea 2 0 1 6 .
5 1 DeveR 1 9 8 0 ,  4 9 – 5 8 .
5 2    falconeR, fall and JoneS 2 0 0 7 ;  RichaRD and long 

2 0 0 7 a;  2 0 0 7 b , 2 0 0 9 ;  2 0 1 0 ;  RichaRD 2 0 1 6 ;  2 0 2 0 .
5 3    DeveR 1 9 9 5 ;  2 0 0 3 ;  2 0 1 4 , 23 5 , f n. 6.
5 4    P h as es  7 – 6 :  falconeR and fall 2 0 1 9 ,  4 2 – 4 5 .
5 5    S tage  5 :  helmS 1 9 8 6 ,  3 0 – 3 1 ,  4 2 – 4 9 .

m o u nd i n th i s  earl i er s tag e. 5 6  E v i denc e f ro m  th es e 
th ree m ai n s i tes  m ay  s u g g es t th at th e J o rdan V al l ey  
offered a refugium to communities fleeing from the 
Early Bronze III fortified settlements in a time of 
c r i s i s  as  w el l  as  th at i t w as  o c c u p i ed b y  p er m anent 
s ettl em ents  al ready  i n th e i ni ti al  p h as e o f  th e E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p eri o d.  T h e p o tter y  h o r i z o n o f  th es e earl y  
p h as es  ( F i g .  8 )  i s  a b l end o f  v es t i g i al  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I   
trai ts  and h arb i ng ers  o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p o tter y  tradi ti o n p ro p er th at s u g g es ts  ‘ trans i t i o nal ’ 
c h arac teri s t i c s . 5 7  A s i m i l ar m i x t u re o f  f eatu res  c an b e 
no ti c ed al s o  i n th e p o tter y  as s o c i ated w i t h  th e ‘ p o s t-
u rb an’ P eri o d E  at K h i rb et K erak / B eth  Y erah 5 8  o n 
th e s o u t h ern s h o re o f  L ak e T i b eri as  th at p rec edes  th e 
ab ando nm ent o f  th e s i te u nti l  l ater Mi ddl e B ro nz e I ,  
and at E l ev ati o n P o i nt- 1 6 7  i n eas tern S am ari a,  w h i c h  
s eem s  to  h av e b een a tem p o rar y  s i te. 5 9  R adi o c arb o n 
determ i nati o ns  i n th e 2 - s i g m a rang e f ro m  th e l atter 
s i te p o i nt to  av erag e dates  i n th e i nterv al  b et w een 
2 4 8 0  and 2 2 4 0  c al B C . 6 0  L i k ew i s e,  th e s i te o f  K h i rb et 
el - ’Al y a N o rth eas t i n th e S h ep h el ah  y i el ded c eram i c s  
th at m ay  b e c o m p ared to  th o s e o f  th e earl y  E B  I V  
p h as e at th e ab o v e- m enti o ned s i tes , 6 1  as s o c i ated w i t h  
radi o c arb o n determ i nati o ns  f al l i ng  i n th e i nterv al  
b et w een 2 5 7 0  and 2 4 6 0  c al B C  i n th e 2 - s i g m a rang e. 6 2

G reater c o nti nu i t y  o f  o c c u p ati o n b et w een 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and I V ,  th o u g h  p u nc t u ated w i t h  
di s c o nti nu i t i es  ( des tr u c t i o n,  ab ando nm ents ,  and 
s h i f t s ) , 6 3  h as  b een tradi ti o nal l y  rec o g ni s ed al s o  f o r th e 
eas tern Dead S ea b as i n. 6 4  A ‘ trans i t i o nal  l ate E B  I I I /
earl y  E B  I V ’6 5  o c c u p ati o n as s o c i ated w i t h  radi o c arb o n 
dates  h as  b een u nc o v ered at K h i rb et al - Mi ns ah l at 
i n th e K erak  P l ateau ; 6 6  as  w e no ti c ed earl i er,  th e 
p o tter y  c an b e c o m p ared to  th at o f  th e earl i es t E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p h as e attes ted at K h i rb et I s k ander ( h ere 
s ee F i g .  8 . 1 2 – 1 8 ) . 6 7  R ec ent ex c av ati o ns  at K h i rb et 
I s k ander s h o w ed th at,  af ter a m aj o r des tr u c t i o n at th e 
end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I A,  th ere w as  a c o nti nu o u s ,  

5 6 S u l tan I I I d1 :  nigRo 2 0 0 3 a,  1 3 0 – 1 3 1 ;  montanaRi 2 0 2 0 ,  
1 3 7 – 1 3 9 .

5 7    D’anDRea 2014a, Vol. 1, 59–73; 2019a, 64–65 and fig. 2. For 
th e th ree s i tes ,  s ee,  res p ec ti v el y ,  helmS 1 9 8 6 ,  4 3 ;  falconeR 
and fall 2019, figs 6.1–6.6; nigRo 2 0 0 3 a,  1 3 3 – 1 3 4 .

5 8 gReenBeRg and eiSenBeRg 2006, 151–157, figs. 5.96–5.99.
5 9    BaR 2020, 358–360 and fig. 19.10.
6 0    BaR 2 0 2 0 , 3 5 9 a nd tab . 1 9 . 1 .
6 1    lev et al. 2020, 1640, fig, 3.
6 2    lev et al . 2 0 2 0 , 1 6 4 2 2 t ab . 1 , 1 6 4 3 .
6 3 aDamS 2 0 0 6 , 1 3 9 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 2 , 4 4 – 4 5 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 4 0 8 .
6 4    S ee, e. g . , earl i er DeveR 1 9 7 3 ;  1 9 8 0 , 3 8 – 3 9 and, m o re 

rec entl y ,  SchauB 2 0 0 9 ,  1 0 8 – 1 0 9 ;  DeveR 2 0 1 4 , 23 4 .
65    cheSSon et al . 2 0 0 5 , 4 7 .
6 6    cheSSon et al. 2005, 19–20, 33–37 and figs. 10–11, 25–26; 

s ee p p . 3 6 – 3 7 f o r radi o c arb o n dates  f ro m  th e s i te:  E G S -
AQ 2 4 4 :  2 8 4 0 – 2 5 0 0 c al B C ;  I S G S - AG 2 4 5 :  2 5 6 5 – 2 4 6 0 
c al B C ;  I S G S - A0 2 4 7 :  2 6 1 8 – 2 4 7 1  c al B C .

6 7    RichaRD 2 0 1 0 ,  1 0 5 – 1 0 6 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 2 , 2 0 , 2 7 – 2 8 , 3 6 –
37 and fig. 9; 2014a, 134, 183; 2016a, 545; 2019a, 66–67, 
fig. 2.10–11; 2020a, 400.
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m u l t i p h as e o c c u p ati o n al l  th ro u g h  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I B  
w i t h  no  b reak  o b s er v ab l e al s o  w i t h  th e f o l l o w i ng  
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d. 6 8  I n p arti c u l ar,  o n th e s o u t h -
eas t edg e o f  th e m o u nd,  th e u p p er and l ates t E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I  p h as e w as  di rec tl y  c o v ered b y  th e w al l s  
and s u r f ac es  o f  th e earl i es t E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e. 6 9  
L i k e th e o th er s i tes  m enti o ned ab o v e,  al s o  at K h i rb et 
I s k ander th e m ateri al  c u l t u re o f  th i s  i ni t i al  E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p h as e i s  s o m ew h at transitional ,  as  no ti c ed 
i n s ev eral  earl i er w o rk s . 7 0  T h i s  new  ev i denc e f o r th e 
s trati g rap h i c  trans i t i o n b et w een E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and 
I V  f ram ed w i t h i n a c o nti nu o u s  m u l t i p eri o d s eq u enc e 
do es  no t s eem  to  s u p p o rt a l o c al  m i c ro reg i o nal  
narrati v e o f  c o nv ers i o n o r adap tati o n to  p as to ral i s m ,  
b u t ,  rath er,  ev o k es  res i l i enc e and reo rg ani s ati o n 
th at m i g h t h av e l as ted th ro u g h  l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  
and i ni ti al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V .  T h i s  m i g h t ex p l ai n th e 
s eem i ng l y  m o re s u b s tanti al  natu re o f  th e s ettl em ent 
at K h i rb et I s k ander i n th e i ni ti al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p h as e w i t h  i t s  c o ns i derab l e s to new al l s  and th i c k  
p l as tered s u r f ac es  c o m p ared to  o t h er s i tes . 7 1

As  new  ev i denc e i s  b ec o m i ng  av ai l ab l e f ro m  
di f f erent s u b - reg i o nal  areas ,  w e are i nc reas i ng l y  
ab l e to  di s t i ng u i s h  t h i s  s tag e m o re c l earl y  i n ter m s  o f  
m ateri al  c u l t u re no t s o  m u c h  f ro m  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I   
b u t ab o v e al l  f ro m  w h at i s  c o ns i dered s tandard 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V .  V ar y i ng  deg rees  o f  c o nti nu i t y  w i t h  
t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  m ateri al  c u l t u re m ay  m ak e i t 
difficult to recognise it properly when it is not framed 
w i t h i n c o nti nu o u s  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I – I V  s trati g rap h i c  
s eq u enc es ,  w h i c h ,  am o ng  th e p u b l i s h ed s i tes  c i ted 
ab o v e,  i s  t h e c as e o nl y  f o r J er i c h o  i n C i s j o rdan and 
K h i rb et I s k ander i n T rans j o rdan,  w h i l e at o t h er s i tes ,  
c o m p arab l e ev i denc e c o m es  f ro m  ei t h er th e l as t 
s tag e i n a s eq u enc e ( K h i rb et K erak / B et Y erah  and 
p erh ap s  K h i rb et al - Mi ns ah l at) ,  t h e i ni t i al  p art o f  a 
s eq u enc e ( T el l  Ab u  en- N i ’aj  and T el l  U m m  H am m ad)  
o r o ne- p h as e s ettl em ents  ( E l ev ati o n P o i nt- 1 6 7  and 
K h i rb et al - ‘ Al y a N o rth eas t) .  T h eref o re,  i t m i g h t 
ev en b e p o s s i b l e th at at s o m e s i tes  th o s e l o c al  facies 
o v erl ap p ed w i t h  t h e v er y  end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  at 
o t h er s ettl em ents .  T el l  Ab u  en- N i ’aj  i s  t h u s  f ar th e 
o nl y  s i te w h ere th i s  i ni t i al  s tag e i s  as s o c i ated w i t h  
radi o c arb o n deter m i nati o ns  th at p l ac e th e s tarti ng  
b o u ndar y  o f  t h e p eri o d i n th e i nter v al  f ro m  2 5 1 8 – 2 4 8 3  

6 8    RichaRD,  long and D’anDRea i n p res s .
6 9    Ibidem.
7 0    long 2 0 1 0 ,  6 3 ;  RichaRD and long 2 0 1 0 ,  2 7 2 – 2 7 3 ;  

D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, 1 3 3 ;  2 0 1 6 a,  5 4 5 ;  2 0 1 9 a, 6 6 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 4 0 0 ;  
RichaRD,  long and D’anDRea i n p res s .

7 1    D’anDRea , long and RichaRD i n p res s .

c al B C  ac c o rdi ng  to  t h e l ates t p u b l i s h ed m o del l i ng . 7 2  
I n th e rev i s ed ab s o l u te c h ro no l o g y  f o r th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant th i s  i nter v al  o v erl ap s  w i t h  t h e rang es  f o r th e 
end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  at s ev eral  s i tes . 7 3  T h i s  i s  
a p ro b l em  rai s ed b y  t h e h i g h er c h ro no l o g y  f o r th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant th at w e are no t y et ab l e to  s o l v e 
due to insufficient stratified data for the initial Early 
B ro n z e I V  p h as e.

T h i s  c h ro no l o g i c al  i s s u e i s  c o nnec ted al s o  w i t h  th e 
u nders tandi ng  o f  p atterns  o f  s ettl em ent i n th e C entral  
N eg ev  and th e F ay nan b etw een E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and 
I V .  I t i s  ac k no w l edg ed th at an E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  p h as e 
( w i t h  red- s l i p p ed and b u rni s h ed v es s el s )  o f  s ettl em ent 
i n th o s e reg i o ns  and o f  i ndu s tr i al  m etal l u rg i c al  
ac ti v i t i es  at K h i rb et H am ra I f dan i n th e F ay nan,  
possibly coordinated by the fortified settlements of 
th e eas tern Dead S ea b as i n, 7 4  w as  f o l l o w ed b y  an 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  o c c u p ati o n at b o t h  p l ac es  ( w i t h  
c o m b ed and ri b b ed v es s el s ) .  W h i l e p o tter y  p aral l el s  
w o u l d p u t th e l atter p h as e i n l i ne w i t h  c entral - to - l ate 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  i n s o u t h ern P al es ti ne and c entral  
and s o u t h ern T rans j o rdan, 7 5  rec entl y  i t h as  b een 
p ro p o s ed th at th e m aj o r p h as e o f  o c c u p ati o n o f  th e 
C entral  N eg ev ,  th e ‘ Arab ah  and th e F ay nan du r i ng  th e 
no n- u rb an E arl y  B ro nz e I V  w o u l d h av e s p anned th e 
first half of the period, when metallurgical activities 
w o u l d h av e b een m anag ed b y  des ert p eo p l e. 7 6  T h i s  i s  

7 2    B ay es i an m o del l i ng y i el ded dates  at 2 4 8 3 – 2 4 5 2 c al B C  
f o r P h as e 7 and at 2 4 5 2 – 2 4 1 5 c al B C  f o r P h as e 6 :  and 
m o del l ed radi o c arb o n dates  f o r th e o c c u p ati o n f o l l o w i ng 
th e tw o earl i es t s tage s  at T el l  Ab u en- N i ’aj  p l ac e th e 
following five stratigraphic phases in the interval from c. 
2415 to ca. 2266 calBC, therefore in the first half of the 
E arl y B ro nz e I V  p eri o d:  falconeR , fall and höflmayeR 
2 0 2 1 , 2 7 , T ab . 5 , 2 8 – 2 9 ( s ee earl i er falconeR and fall 
2 0 1 9 , tab . 5 . 2 w i t h s l i g ht l y di f f erent m o del l ed dates :  
s tarti ng b o u ndary o f  th e p eri o d i n te i nterv al  f ro m  2 5 5 3 –
2 4 7 9  c al B C  i n th e 1 - s i g m a range  w i th a m edi an o f  2 5 2 4 
c al B C , 2 5 2 4 – 2 4 8 6 c al B C  f o r P h as e 7 and at 2 4 8 6 – 2 4 5 7 
c al B C  f o r P h as e 6 , and f ro m  2 4 5 7 to c a. 2 2 5 0 c al B C  f o r 
th e p eri o d c o rres p o ndi ng t o P h as es  5 – 1 ) .

7 3    Regev et al . 2 0 1 2 , 5 5 8 – 5 6 1 ;  2 0 1 4 , 2 5 9 – 2 6 1 ;  Shai et al . 
2 0 1 4 .

7 4    O n th e E B  I I I  p h as e:  levy et al . 2 0 0 2 ;  aDamS 2 0 0 6 ,  1 3 7 –
1 3 8 , 1 4 0 ;  D’anDRea 2012, 36–40, figs. 13.1–11, 14.1–11, 
tab. 4; 2014a, 128–129; 2019a, 67–68, fig. 3; 2020a, 
4 0 0 – 4 9 1 ;  Ben-yoSef et al . 2 0 1 6 , 7 1 , 8 0 – 8 2 ;  DunSeth , 
finKleStein and ShahacK-gRoSS 2 0 1 8 ;  finKelStein et al . 
2 0 1 8 ;  fRieDman et al . 2 0 2 0 ;  giDDing and levy 2 0 2 0 .

7 5    D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 2 0 1 , 2 0 5 – 2 0 6. S ee D’anDRea 
2012, 31, 33, 36, figs. 13.12–13, 14.12–15, tab. 4 for 
th e p o ttery p aral l el s ;  th o u g h di s c u s s ed th ere s ti l l  i n 
th e f ram ew o rk o f  tradi ti o nal  l o w er c h ro no l o g y f o r th e 
s o u t h ern L ev anti ne E arl y B ro nz e I V  th e s u g ge s ted 
p aral l el s  s ti l l  w o rk b ec au s e b as ed o n c o m p arati v e 
s trati g rap h y , i ndep endentl y f ro m  th e ab s o l u te 
c h ro no l o g i c al  s y s tem s . F o r a m o re rec ent di s c u s s i o n th at 
c o ns i ders  th e rev i s ed c h ro no l o g y , s ee D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 a,  
67–68, fig. 3; 2020a, 400–401. Contra DeveR 2 0 1 4 ,  1 8 9 –
190, fig. 11.59.

7 6 finKelStein et al . 2 0 1 8 , 7 7 .
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m ai ntai ned o n th e b as e o f  a new  c o r p u s  o f  radi o m etri c  
determ i nati o ns  th at s p an th e i nterv al  b et w een l ate 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and m i d- E arl y  B ro nz e I V  ac c o rdi ng  
to  th e rev i s ed c h ro no l o g y  and add to  p rev i o u s  dates  
f al l i ng  w i t h i n s i m i l ar rang es . 7 7  H o w ev er,  no  c eram i c s  
as s o c i ated w i t h  th e new  radi o c arb o n dates  h av e 
b een p u b l i s h ed th u s  f ar,  th eref o re i t i s  no t p o s s i b l e 
to  ev al u ate i ndep endentl y  w h eth er th e new  p o tter y  
evidence would fit into an early phase of the Early 
B ro nz e I V  p eri o d. 7 8

T h e av ai l ab l e radi o c arb o n dates  w i t h  v er y  b ro ad 
intervals that would equally fit into the late Early 
B ro nz e I I I ,  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n,  and 
the first half of Early Bronze IV with no possibilities 
to fine-tune the chronological range are by no means 
c o nc l u s i v e w i t h  res p ec t to  th e q u es t i o n o f  dati ng  th e 
s ettl em ents  i n th e C entral  N eg ev  and th e F ay nan 
reg i o n exclusively to the first half of the Early  
B ro nz e I V  p eri o d.  H o w ev er,  s h o u l d o u r readi ng  o f  th e 
p u b l i s h ed p o tter y  ev i denc e b e c o rrec t,  s eem i ng  l ac k  
o f  p er m anent s ettl em ents  du r i ng  th e i ni ti al  o r earl i er 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es  w o u l d no t p er s e m ean th at 
th o s e des ert areas  w ere no t c ro s s ed,  f req u ented,  and 
ex p l o i ted al s o  i n th i s  p eri o d.

W h en th e s o u t h ern L ev ant trans i t i o ned f ro m  E arl y  
B ro nz e I I I  to  I V  h u g e c h ang es  i n th e s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  
and s o c i o - ec o no m i c  o rg ani z ati o n w ere tak i ng  
p l ac e.  T h eref o re,  to  b etter u nders tand no t j u s t th e 
c h ro no l o g y  b u t al s o  th e w ay s  th o s e ari d reg i o ns  w ere 
o c c u p i ed ( i nc l u di ng  th e ro l e o f  des ert no m ads ,  as  w el l  
as  c o ntac ts  w i t h  E g y p t and p erh ap s  w i t h  res i l i ent 
s edentary  s ettl em ents  i n th e Dead S ea b as i n? )  i n 
th i s  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e w o u l d b e o f  th e g reates t 
i m p o rtanc e al s o  to  rei nv es ti g ate h o w  i ntens e c o p p er 
ex p l o i tati o n dev el o p ed i n th e f o l l o w i ng  p h as es  o f  th e 
p eri o d.

Al th o u g h  th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  ev i denc e av ai l ab l e to  
i nv es ti g ate th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n and 
th e i ni ti al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e i n th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant i s  s t i l l  s o m ew h at u nc l ear and s p ars e,  a 
u ni v ers al  m o del  o f  g eneral  rev ers i o n to  p as to ral i s m  
and ap p earanc e o f  new  s h ap es  i ns p i red b y  f o rei g n 
p ro to t y p es  and m i rro r i ng  th e i ntro du c t i o n o f  no n-
l o c al  p rac ti c es  and b eh av i o u r s  i n th i s  earl y  s tag e 
o f  th e p eri o d s eem s  u nl i k el y .  Ac ro s s  th e reg i o n 
th e m ateri al  c u l t u re o f  th e i ni ti al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p h as e s eem s  l arg el y  deri v ed f ro m  th e p rev i o u s  E arl y  

7 7    finKelStein et al . 2 0 1 8 , 7 0 – 7 6 ;  giDDing and levy 2 0 2 0 ,  
3 2 0 – 3 2 1 .

7 8    A s h o rt des c r i p t i o n o f  th e p o ttery i s  p ro v i ded b y 
DunSeth, finKelStein and ShahacK-gRoSS ( 2 0 1 8 ,  
8 ) , ref erri ng m ai nl y to a f ew  di ag no s ti c  and no n-
di ag no s ti c  red- s l i p p ed s h erds  no r m al l y as c r i b ed to th e 
earl i es t T rans j o rdani an tradi ti o n. H o w ev er, w i th o u t 
draw i ng s  o r p h o to s  i t i s  i m p o s s i b l e to determ i ne th e 
c eram i c  c h ro no l o g y i ndep endentl y – red- s l i p p ed l am p s , 
b o w l s  and c u p s  c an b e f o u nd i n c entral  and s o u th ern 
T rans j o rdan w i th di f f erent v ari ants  du ri ng E arl y B ro nz e 
I I I  and du ri ng d i f f erent E arl y B ro nz e I V  p h as es .

B ro nz e I I I  tradi ti o n. 7 9  S ettl em ent p atterns  m i rro r a 
v ari et y  o f  l o c al  res p o ns es  i nc l u di ng  c r i s i s ,  dec l i ne 
and di s c o nti nu i t i es  i n s o m e areas  p o s s i b l y  entai l i ng  
l es s  p er m anent w ay s  o f  s ettl em ent as  no ted b y  
G reenb erg  f o r th e H u l a V al l ey , 8 0  and res i l i enc e and 
reo rg ani s ati o n at o th er p l ac es  as  no ted at s ev eral  p l ac es  
i n th e J o rdan V al l ey  as  w el l  as  at K h i rb et I s k ander,  as  
di s c u s s ed ab o v e.  C ertai nl y ,  p as to ral i s m  w as  p art o f  
th e reg i o nal  p i c t u re,  b u t al ready  i n th i s  earl y  s tag e i t 
m i g h t h av e b een al to g eth er no t di s c o nnec ted f ro m  a 
s edentary  p res enc e i n th e reg i o n,  a r u ral  and res i l i ent 
c o m p o nent th at c ertai nl y  p l ay ed a c r u c i al  ro l e i n 
reg i o nal  reo rg ani s ati o n to o  and p av ed th e w ay  f o r a 
p h as e o f  reg i o nal  g ro w t h  du r i ng  th e f o l l o w i ng  E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p h as es . 8 1

Clusters Changing within Early Bronze IV  
and new Patterns of Interregional Connectivity
Changes in the Northern Levant during Early 
Bronze IV
Research during the past fifteen years has 
rev o l u t i o ni s ed o u r u nders tandi ng  o f  t h e s ec o nd h al f  
o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  i n th e no rth ern L ev ant ( l o c al l y  
c al l ed E arl y  B ro nz e I V B ,  c .  2 3 0 0 – 2 0 0 0 / 1 9 5 0  B C E ) ,  
s h o w i ng  dev el o p m ents  th at w ere u nex p ec ted i n th e 
p as t.  S t i l l  u nti l  t h e earl y  2 0 0 0 s ,  t h e l as t q u arter o f  
t h e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  w as  c o ns i dered as  a p h as e 
o f  dec l i ne al s o  i n th e no rth ,  des p i te c o nti nu i ng  
u rb ani z ati o n,  f o l l o w i ng  t h e des tr u c t i o n o f  E b l a 
and th e end o f  i t s  m i g h t y  reg i o nal  s tate. 8 2  T h i s  
regional narrative of crisis would have fit well into 
an i nter- reg i o nal  p i c t u re o f  reg res s i o n,  c l i m ati c  
deteri o rati o n and i ns tab i l i t y  i n th e l as t q u arter o f  
t h e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  al s o  i n Mes o p o tam i a du r i ng  
th e p o s t- Ak k adi an P eri o d,  i n E g y p t du r i ng  th e F i r s t 
I nter m edi ate P eri o d,  and i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant i n 
the non-urban period after the crisis of local fortified 
s ettl em ents . 8 3  H o w ev er,  m o re rec entl y  i t h as  b ec o m e 
c l ear th at th e s ec o nd h al f  o f  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p er i o d i n th e no rth ern L ev ant w as  no t a p eri o d o f   
 

7 9    S ee reg i o nal  o v er v i ew s  i n palumBo 1 9 9 0 ;  2 0 0 1 ;  2 0 0 8 ;  
D’anDRea 2 0 1 2 ;  2 0 1 4 a;  2 0 1 5 ;  2 0 1 9 a;  2 0 2 0 a;  cohen 
2 0 1 8 . F o r th e ev i denc e f ro m  i ndi v i du al  s i tes , s ee helmS

1 9 8 6 , 3 0 – 3 1 , 4 2 – 4 9 ;  nigRo 2 0 0 3 a;  gReenBeRg and 
eiSenBeRg 2006, 151–157, figs. 5.96–5.99; RichaRD 2 0 1 0 .  
B ef o re m u l t i p h as e s eq u enc es  b ec am e av ai l ab l e, s tro ng 
c o nti nu i t y b etw een th e E arl y B ro nz e I I I  and I V  c eram i c  
tradi ti o ns  h ad b een dem o ns trated b y DeveR 1 9 7 3 ;  1 9 8 0  
and RichaRD 1 9 8 0 .

8 0    gReenBeRg 2002, 77–81, figs. 4.4–4.5; 2003, 30–31, figs. 
2 – 4  and 2 – 5 .

8 1    On this “rural complexity”, see RichaRD 2 0 1 6 ;  2 0 2 0 .
8 2 R adi o c arb o n dates  o b tai ned f ro m  t h e w ei g h ted av erag e 

are 2 4 5 8 – 2 4 1 8  c al B C  ( 1 8 . 8 % ) ,  2 4 0 8 – 2 3 7 5  c al B C  
( 2 3 . 0 % )  2 3 6 7 – 2 2 9 3  ( c al B C  ( 5 3 . 6 % )  c al B C  i n th e 
2 - s i g m a rang e:  calcagnile ,  QuaRta and D’elia 2 0 1 3 ,  
454, fig. 27.5.

8 3 S ee th e di s c u s s i o n i n höflmayeR 2 0 1 5 .



Marta D’Andrea44

rec es s i o n b u t a ti m e o f  c h ang e and real i g n m ent o f  
ec o no m i c  and p o l i t i c al  b al anc es . 8 4

As  no ti c ed i n s ev eral  rec ent rev i ew s  o f  th i s  p eri o d 
E b l a rec o v ered g radu al l y  f ro m  th e des tr u c t i o n and 
o nl y  af ter an i ni ti al  p h as e o f  dec l i ne and s h r i n k ag e, 8 5  
w h i l e th e reg i o n to  th e s o u t h  b et w een Q atna and T el l  
Nebi Mend developed continuously and flourished 
i n E arl y  B ro nz e I V B . 8 6  I t i s  ac k no w l edg ed th at th e 
g ro w t h  o f  s i tes  i n th e c entral  S y r i an s tep p e m i g h t 
h av e b een i n p art p ro m p ted b y  th e dec l i ne o f  E b l a’s  
reg i o nal  s tate8 7  th at h ad c o ntro l l ed th e area f ro m  
K ark em i s h  to  aro u nd H am a di rec tl y , 8 8  b u t h ad al s o  
def eated and s u b j u g ated th e c o nf ederati o n o f  tri b es  
s ettl i ng  th e s tep p e eas t and s o u t h  o f  Q atna, 8 9  w h i c h ,  
th eref o re,  rec o v ered p o l i t i c al  au to no m y  i n th e l ater 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es . 9 0  T h es e tri b es  s eem  to  h av e 
b ec o m e o rg ani z ed as  a s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  enti t y  al ready  
i n th e th i rd q u arter o f  th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  w i t h  th e 
creation of an original version of urbanism reflecting 
a l o c al  i m p r i nt as  w el l  as  m u l t i p l e c o nnec ti o ns  to  
th e nei g h b o u r i ng  reg i o ns .  T h ere are i nc reas i ng  
h i nts  th at,  af ter rec o v eri ng  p o l i t i c al  i ndep endenc e,  
du r i ng  th e s ec o nd h al f  o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  th i s  enti t y  
m i g h t h av e ac h i ev ed a l eadi ng  ro l e i n dri v i ng  i ntra 
and i nter- reg i o nal  ec o no m i c  c o nnec ti o ns  th ank s  to  
th e k ey  p o s i t i o n o f  i t s  s y s tem  o f  c i rc u l ar c i t i es  at 
th e w es tern edg e o f  th e c entral  S y r i an s tep p e,  at th e 
i nters ec ti o n b et w een a p ath  c o nnec ti ng  th e c o as t to  
th e c entral  E u p h rates  V al l ey  th ro u g h  th e O ro ntes  
V al l ey  and a p ath  l eadi ng  no rth w ard to  th e J ab b u l  
L ak e and th e Mi ddl e E u p h rates  V al l ey  and s o u t h w ard 
to  Dam as c u s  and th ereaf ter to  th e H u l a V al l ey  and 
th e T rans j o rdani an p l ateau . 9 1

Al s o  t h e s o c i al  s tr u c t u re o f  t h e tr i b al  c o nf ederati o n 
s ettl i ng  th e c entral  S y r i an s tep p e m i g h t h av e b een 
k ey  to  ac h i ev i ng  th i s  new  ro l e i n a ti m e o f  ec o no m i c  
and political redefinition at the regional level that 
w i l l  h av e a l o ng - l as t i ng  i m p ac t o n th e s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  
configuration of the northern Levantine societies in 
th e f o l l o w i ng  Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e.  I t i s  w el l  k no w n 
th at,  i n S y r i a,  Am o r i te and no n- Am o r i te p eo p l e 
w ere p art o f  an i nter w o v en s o c i al  f ab r i c  al ready  
s i nc e th e m i d- 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  and i t s eem s  
t h at Am o r i te p eo p l e w ere c o nnec ted tradi ti o nal l y  

8 4    coopeR 2 0 1 2 , 4 8 7 – 4 9 0 ;  2 0 1 4 ;  mazzoni 2 0 1 3 , 3 4 – 3 9 ;  
2 0 2 0 , 1 4 , 2 0 – 2 2 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  1 6 – 2 6 ;  2 0 2 0 b .

8 5    D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 ;  2 0 1 8 b ;  2 0 1 8 c ;  2 0 2 0 b ;  matthiae 
2 0 2 0 .

8 6 KenneDy 2 0 1 5 a, 6 4 ;  2 0 1 5 b , 3 ;  mouamaR 2 0 1 6 , 7 4 – 7 7 , 
figs. 3, 6, 12.

8 7    aScalone and D’anDRea 2 0 1 3 , 2 2 5 ;  KenneDy 2 0 1 5 a,  
2 8 2 – 2 8 3 , 3 1 6 – 3 1 7 ;  2 0 1 6 , 3 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  1 7 – 1 9 ;  
2 0 2 0 b ,  2 1 2 – 2 1 3 .

8 8 O n o p p o s i ng th eo ri es  c o ns i deri ng H am a w i th i n o r 
b ey o nd th e b o rders  o f  th e E b l a s tate, s ee vacca et al . 
2 0 1 8 , 1 9 , w i t h r el ati v e b i b l i o g rap h y .

8 9    catagnoti 1 9 9 7 ;  aRchi 2 0 1 3 , 8 3 ;  Biga 2 0 1 4 ,  2 0 1 – 2 0 5 .
9 0    D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 c ,  1 3 6 – 1 3 7 .
9 1 al-maQDiSSi 2 0 1 0 .

w i t h  ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es  entai l i ng  m o b i l i t y  and 
c o ntro l  o f  tec h no l o g y ,  s u c h  as  m etal l u rg y ,  c raf t s ,  
and s p ec i al i s ed ani m al  h erdi ng .  I t s eem s  t h at th e 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  enti t y  s ettl i ng  th e s tep p e o f  C entral  
S y r i a du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  w as  r u l ed b y  Am o r i te 
leaders already during the first half of Early  
B ro nz e I V , 9 2  and th at af ter th e trans i t i o n f ro m  t h e 
3 rd to  t h e 2 nd m i l l enni u m  B C E  Am o r i te g ro u p s  c am e 
to  p o w er at o t h er p l ac es ,  l i k e U m m  el - Marra i n th e 
J ab b u l  P l ai n. 9 3  At E b l a th e s h i f t o f  s u p rem ac y  to  t h e 
h ands  o f  a l o c al  s o c i al  c o m p o nent th at w as  no t i n 
p o w er at th e ti m e o f  t h e E b l a arc h i v es  m i g h t h av e 
h ap p ened al ready  du r i ng  th e l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  
p er i o d. 9 4

E v i denc e o f  i nterac t i o ns  b et w een E b l a and th e 
c entral  S y r i an s tep p e i n th e l ater p art o f  E arl y   
B ro nz e I V  i s  c o m i ng  i nto  f o c u s  i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re,  
s u g g es ted b y  b o t h  p o tter y  ev i denc e o f  c o ntac ts 9 5  as  
w el l  as  s i m i l ar i t i es  b et w een th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  
rel i g i o u s  c o m p l ex es  at E b l a and Al - R aw da, 9 6  and 
m i g h t m i rro r rel ati o ns h i p s  b et w een th e ‘ new ’ E b l a 
l eaders  and th o s e o f  t h e c i t i es  i n th e s tep p e th at w ere 
no t as  antag o ni s t i c  as  i n E arl y  B ro nz e I V A. 9 7  Mu c h  
s tro ng er s o c i o c u l t u ral  s i m i l ar i t y  b et w een th e c h i ef s  
o f  t h e l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I V  c o m m u ni t i es  at E b l a and 
in the steppe compared to the first half of the Early 
B ro n z e I V  p er i o d m i g h t h av e b een c o ndu c i v e to  a 
res u rg enc e o f  c o ntac ts  b et w een th em  du r i ng  E arl y  
B ro nz e I V B .  A tantal i s i ng  h y p o t h es i s  i s  t h at th e 
p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r th e new  E b l a l eaders  to  p ro g res s i v el y  
g ai n p o w er m i g h t h av e b een s o m eh o w  f ac i l i tated 
b y  rec o v ered p o l i t i c al  i ndep endenc e and i nc reas ed 
ec o no m i c  i m p o rtanc e o f  t h e c i t i es  i n th e s tep p e.  T h e 
l o c al  s o c i al  el em ent res p o ns i b l e f o r th e rej u v enati o n 
o f  u rb ani s ati o n at E b l a du r i ng  a l ate p h as e o f  t h e 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p er i o d m i g h t h av e b een at th e s am e 
ti m e a s eg m ent o f  a l arg er c o m p o nent m ade o f  m o re 
flexible and mobile groups that were traditionally part 
and p arc el  o f  S y r i an s o c i eti es  o v er a m u c h  b ro ader 
g eo g rap h i c al  area f ro m  t h e J ez i rah  to  t h e c entral  
S y r i an s tep p e. 9 8  I n o t h er w o rds ,  al t h o u g h  t h i s  needs  
f u rth er i nv es t i g ati o n and tes t i ng ,  i t m i g h t no t b e 
f arf etc h ed to  as s u m e th at th e p o l i t i c al  and ec o no m i c  
c o ns o l i dati o n o f  t h e c o nf ederated tri b al  g ro u p s  
s ettl i ng  th e ex p andi ng  c i t i es  o f  t h e c entral  S y r i an 
s tep p e m i g h t h av e b een a f ac to r enab l i ng  th e as c ent 
o f  a s i m i l ar th o u g h  di s t i nc t and l o c al  s o c i o c u l t u ral   
c o m p o nent i n no rth w es t i nl and S y r i a i n a p eri o d 
o f  s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  reo rg ani s ati o n,  as  th e s ec o nd h al f   
 

9 2    S ee catagnoti 1 9 9 7 o n th e Am o r i te l i ng u i s t i c  
s u b s tratu m ;  s ee al s o lafont 2 0 1 0 ,  7 6 .

9 3 nicholS and weBeR 2 0 0 6 ,  5 0 – 5 1 .
9 4    D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b , 2 4 , 2 6.
9 5    D’anDRea 2020c, 153–154, fig. 1.
9 6    matthiae 2 0 0 7 ,  5 0 4 – 5 0 5 ;  caStel 2 0 1 0 ,  1 4 2 .
9 7    D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 c ,  1 5 9 .
9 8 mazzoni 2 0 1 3 , 3 4 – 3 7 . S ee poRteR 2 0 1 9 ,  2 1 .



Dev el o p i ng C o nnec ti o ns  and C h ang i ng C l u s ters :  T h e L ev ant b etw een c . 2 6 0 0 a nd 1 9 0 0 B C E 45

o f  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p er i o d c ertai nl y  w as .  W i t h  
res p ec t to  t h i s ,  i t i s  w o rt h  no t i ng  th at to  th e eas t,  i n 
th e Mi ddl e E u p h rates  V al l ey ,  w h ere th e end o f  E arl y  
B ro nz e I V A w as  m ark ed b y  v i o l ent des tr u c t i o ns  
at s ev eral  m aj o r s i tes ,  t h ere i s  s o m e ev i denc e f o r  
i m p o rtant c h ang es  du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  at T el l   
B i ‘ a / T u tt u l .  At th e l atter s i te th e p al ac e b u i l t at th e 
end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V A ( t h e P i l l ar B u i l di ng )  ab o v e 

ano th er des tro y ed E arl y  B ro nz e I V A p al ac e w as  
reused during the first half of the Early Bronze IVB 
p er i o d ( AR C AN E ’s  E arl y  Mi ddl e E u p h rates  5  =  
E ME  5 ) . 9 9  Mo reo v er,  a h u g e tem p l e in antis,  w h i c h 
rem ai ned i n u s e al l  t h ro u g h  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  

9 9    nováK 2015, 68–69, fig. 24.

Fig. 9  Map of distribution of copper ingots in the southern Levant during Early Bronze IV 
(base map by M. Zingarello, edits by the author; map data: SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, NEBCO, Landsat, 

Copernicus through Google Earth Pro and Bing Maps Tile System, 2020)
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p er i o d and b ey o nd,  w as  dated to  th e s am e p h as e, 1 0 0  
and th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V A tex ts  rep o rt th at a reg i o nal  
s anc t u ar y  dedi c ated to  th e g o d Dag an ex i s ted al ready  
at th at ti m e1 0 1 .

I t h as  b een s u g g es ted th at “ th e ag ro - p as to ral  
c o m m u ni ti es  o f  th e z o ne o f  u nc ertai nty du ri ng 
th e l ater th i rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  p u t i n p l ac e th e 
f o u ndati o ns  – ec o no m i c , s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  and s y m b o l i c  
– f o r th e Am o ri te s tates  th at f o l l o w ed du ri ng th e earl y 
second millennium”.1 0 2  S u c h a p attern o f  i ntra- reg i o nal  
c o nnec ti v i t y m i g h t al l o w  u s  to f ram e s o c i o c u l t u ral  
trans f o r m ati o ns  b etw een th e E arl y  and Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
Ag es  w i th i n long durée p ro c es s es , i nc l u di ng s o m e 
deg ree o f  p o p u l ati o n adm i x t u re ac ro s s  S y r i a. 1 0 3  I n 
m y o p i ni o n, th e l atter ph eno m eno n m i g h t b e read as  
th e res u l t o f  m o b i l i t y and ev en s m al l - s c al e m i g rati o ns  
rel ated to i nc reas i ng c o nnec ti v i t y dev el o p i ng f ro m  
ec o no m i c  i nterac ti o ns  i n a p eri o d o f  c h ang es  and 
reneg o ti ati o n o f  ec o no m i c  and p o l i ti c al  b al anc es 1 0 4  
rath er th an to m i g rati o ns  o f  c l i m ati c  o r p o l i t i c al  
ref u g ees  i n a ti m e o f  c r i s i s  and u nc ertai nty . 1 0 5

Changes in the Southern Levant during 
Early Bronze IV
T h e c h ro no l o g i c al  f ram ew o rk  o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p eri o d i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant i s  l es s  ac c u rate th an 
th at o f  th e no rth ern L ev ant as  w e are no t th u s  f ar ab l e 
to  determ i ne h o w  m u c h  t i m e el ap s ed f ro m  th e i ni ti al  
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e to  th e f o l l o w i ng  p h as es  o f  th e 
p eri o d. 1 0 6  L i k ew i s e,  al th o u g h  th ere are s o m e s i tes  
w i t h  l o ng  m u l t i p h as e s trati g rap h i c  s eq u enc es  w h ere a 
‘ c entral ’ and a ‘ l ater’ E arl y  B ro nz e I V  h o r i z o n c an b e 
identified in terms of relative, stratigraphic phases, it 
is thus far impossible to define their duration. Despite 
th e b l u rr i ng  ab s o l u te c h ro no l o g y ,  c o m p arati v e 
s trati g rap h y  m ay  al l o w  f o r th e rec o ns tr u c t i o n o f  a 
l ands c ap e do tted w i t h  s edentary ,  p er m anent v i l l ag es  
du r i ng  th e p eri o d f o l l o w i ng  th e i ni ti al  p h as e o f  
E arl y  B ro nz e I V ,  al th o u g h  i t i s  reas o nab l e th at no t 
al l  o f  th em  w ere o c c u p i ed at th e s am e ti m e and 
th ro u g h o u t th e w h o l e p eri o d. 1 0 7  T h e arc h aeo l o g i c al  
ev i denc e s h o w s  s o m e c o m p l ex i t y  des p i te ab s enc e o f  
u rb ani s ati o n,  i ntra- reg i o nal  c o nnec ti v i t y  al o ng  eas t-  
w es t and no rth - s o u t h  ax es ,  s p ec i al i s ati o n o f  v ari o u s  

1 0 0  nováK 2 0 1 5 , 6 6.
1 0 1  aRchi 2 0 1 6 ,  1 3 8 – 1 3 9 .
1 0 2 wilKinSon et al . 2 0 1 4 , 9 6 al s o c i t i ng fleming 2 0 0 4 and 

poRteR 2 0 1 2 .
1 0 3  SKouRtanioti et al . 2 0 2 0 , 1 1 6 8 – 1 1 6 9 .
1 0 4  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  1 6 – 2 6 ;  2 0 2 0 b ,  2 1 1 – 2 1 4 .
1 0 5  E . g . ,  weiSS 2 0 1 4 , 3 7 6 – 3 7 7 ;  2 0 1 7 , 1 4 5 – 1 4 6 ;  BuRKe 2 0 1 7 ,  

2 7 6 – 2 9 5 .
1 0 6  gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 ,  1 3 9 .
1 0 7  S ee gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 , 1 3 8 o n “ th e tendenc e o f  I B A 

settlements to relocate every few decades” (though 
i n c o nnec ti o n w i th  h i s  v i ew  o f  th i s  p eri o d as  m ai nl y 
c h arac teri s ed b y  s em i no m adi c  p as to ral i s m ) .

s i tes  and areas  i n di f f erent ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es , 1 0 8  
and a s y nerg eti c  rel ati o n b et w een s edentary  v i l l ag es  
i n s o m e reg i o ns  and l es s  p er m anent o c c u p ati o n i n 
o th er areas . 1 0 9

As  di s c u s s ed ab o v e,  rec ent res earc h  p o i nts  to  a 
date in the first half of the Early Bronze IV period 
f o r th e o c c u p ati o n o f  th e C entral  N eg ev  s i tes  b as ed 
o n radi o c arb o n dates  th at w o u l d s i t u ate th e s m el t i ng  
and trade o f  c o p p er p aral l el  to  th e l ate O l d K i ng do m  
( t h at i s  b ef o re th e F i rs t I nterm edi ate P eri o d)  and 
w o u l d s u p p o rt th e h y p o t h es i s  th at E g y p t w as  th e 
p r i m e des ti nati o n o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne m etal . 1 1 0  
H o w ev er,  th e p aral l el s  f o r th e th u s  f ar p u b l i s h ed E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p o tter y  f o u nd i n th e C entral  N eg ev  as  w el l  
as  at S i te 1 4 9  ( a s m el ter s i te)  at T i m na1 1 1  c an b e f o u nd 
in later stratified assemblages at sites in the eastern 
Dead Sea basin, which would fit well with radiocarbon 
determ i nati o ns  f ro m  ‘ E i n Z i q  and H ar Di m o n i n th e 
C entral  N eg ev  res p ec t i v el y  i n th e i nterv al s  b et w een 
2 2 6 6  and 1 9 5 1 , 1 1 2  and f ro m  K h i rb et H am ra I f dan i n 
th e F ay nan b etw een 2 2 0 1  and 1 8 8 4 . 1 1 3  Mo reo v er,  th e 
s u g g es t i o n th at m etal l u rg i c al  ac ti v i t i es  o n a g rand 
s c al e w ere c arri ed o n du r i ng  l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p h as es  i s  s u p p o rted al s o  b y  o t h er radi o c arb o n dates  
av ai l ab l e f o r th e s m el t i ng  s i te o f  ‘ E n Y ah av  i n th e 
‘ Arab ah  f al l i ng  i n th e i nterv al s  2 0 3 0 – 1 9 2 0  c al B C  
( 1 - s i g m a)  and 2 1 4 0 – 1 8 8 0  c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) . 1 1 4

O n th e o ne h and,  th e av ai l ab l e ev i denc e s u g g es ts  
th at th e N eg ev  c o m p l ex  w as  s ettl ed and ex p l o i ted,  
and th at c o p p er f ro m  th e ‘ Arab ah  and th e F ay nan 
w as  ex tens i v el y  m i ned and traded at l eas t al s o  du r i ng  
l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es . 1 1 5  F u t u re res earc h  w i l l  
h o p ef u l l y  c l ari f y  w h eth er th es e p atterns  o f  s ettl em ent 
and l ands c ap e u s e i n th o s e ari d reg i o ns  dev el o p ed 
c o nti nu o u s l y  f ro m  th e earl i er E arl y  B ro nz e I V   
phases but intensified in the later Early Bronze IV  
p h as e du e to  i nc reas i ng  i nternal  and ex ternal  
dem and,  o r i f  th ere w as  a new  s u rg e o f  i ndu s tr i al  

1 0 8 D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 a, 4 0 8 – 4 0 9 ;  RichaRD 2 0 2 0 ,  4 3 6 – 4 3 8 .  
B es i de m etal l u rg y  ( yeKutieli, Shalev and ShilStein 
2 0 0 5 , 1 5 – 1 9 ;  haiman 2 0 0 9 ;  hauptmann et al . 2 0 1 5 ) , 
pottery and flint blade production (falconeR 1 9 8 7 ;  
D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 2 4 7 – 2 4 9 , 2 5 1 – 2 5 2 ;  covello 
paRan 2 0 2 0 , 3 8 5 , 3 9 2 ) , and o l i v e o i l  p ro du c ti o n ( fRaSeR

and caRtwRight 2018).
1 0 9  haiman 1 9 9 6 ;  2 0 0 9 ;  DeveR 2 0 1 4 ,  2 2 6 – 2 2 7 .
1 1 0  finKelStein et al . 2 0 1 8 ;  giDDing and levy 2 0 2 0 .
1 1 1  RothenBeRg 1 9 9 9 , 8 6.
1 1 2 S am p l es  R T - 2 5 1 4 a nd R T - 1 5 5 8 r es p ec ti v el y :  Segal 1 9 9 9 .
1 1 3  B eta- 1 4 3 8 1 2 :  levy et al . 2 0 0 2 .
1 1 4  S am p l e R T T - 4 6 8 3 ( E Y  1 7 ) :  BoaRetto i n:  yeKutieli , 

Shalev and ShilStein 2 0 0 6 ,  1 9 – 2 0 .
1 1 5  B as ed o n th e arc h aeo m ag neti c  s t u dy o f  s l ag dep o s i ts , 

Ben yoSef et al . ( 2 0 1 6 , 7 1 , 8 0 – 8 2 )  s u g ge s ted th at c o p p er 
p ro du c ti o n i n th e ‘ Arab ah V al l ey l as ted f ro m  l ate E arl y 
B ro nz e I I I  th ro u g h th e enti re E arl y B ro nz e I V  p eri o d, 
f ro m  c . 2 6 0 0 B C E  to c . 1 9 5 0 B C E , b u t c o ns i dered th i s  
ac ti v i t y l i m i ted i n th e l atter p eri o d, b as ed o n a l o w er 
nu m b er o f  radi o c arb o n dates .
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Fig. 10  Metal weapons in the southern Levant during Early Bronze IV (after D’anDrea 2013, fig. 1; 2014a, 
Vol. 1, fig 6.15, re-elaborated, here with corrected caption); no. 1: Tell es-Sultan/Jericho, Tomb A 95 (after 

Kenyon 1960, fig. 70.4 redrawn); nos. 2–3: Tell el-‘Ajjul, Tombs 1526 and 1532 (after Petrie 1932, pl. X.47–48, 
redrawn); no. 4: Tell es-Sultan/Jericho, Tomb A 26 (after Kenyon 1960, fig. 70.9, redrawn); no. 5: Tell el-‘Ajjul, 
Tomb 1534 (after Petrie 1932, pl. XIII.67, redrawn); no. 6: Nahf, Tomb 3 (after GetzoV 1995, fig. 9.1, redrawn); 

no. 7: Ma’abarot, Tomb 12 (after Dar 1977, fig. 23.13, redrawn); no. 8: Tell ed-Duweir/Lachish, Tomb 2100 
(after tufnell  1958, pl. 22.3, redrawn); no. 9: Jebel Qa’aqir (after DeVer 1972a, fig. on p. 233, the first item 
from the left, redrawn); no. 10: Tell ed-Duweir/Lachish, Tomb 2009 (after tufnell  1958, pl. 22.9, redrawn); 
nos. 11–12: el-Jib/Gibeon, Tombs 50 and 52 (after PritcharD 1963, figs. 56.8, 58.7, redrawn); nos. 13–14: Ain 

Mallaha/Enan (after eisenBerG 1985, fig. 9.50–51); no. 15: Ma‘abarot, Tomb 6 (after Dar 1977, fig. 22.12, redrawn)
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and c o m m erc i al  o rg ani z ati o n o f  c o p p er p ro du c t i o n 
and di s tr i b u t i o n i n th e l atter p h as e p ro m p ted u nder 
di f f erent c i rc u m s tanc es  b y  new  i nter- reg i o nal  
c o nnec ti o ns  af ter a g ap  f o l l o w i ng  l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I   
o r th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n.  O n th e o th er 
h and,  i t h as  em erg ed c l earl y  th at E g y p t m i g h t h av e 
b een o ne des ti nati o n o f  th e c o p p er traded f ro m  th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant,  i f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  c am p s i tes  
di s tr i b u ted al o ng  th e W ay  o f  H o r u s 1 1 6  and th e 
tem p o rar y  s ettl em ents  s c attered ac ro s s  th e N eg ev  and 
S i nai  des erts 1 1 7  w i t h  s o u t h ern L ev anti ne p o tter y  are 
any  i ndi rec t ev i denc e o f  th es e c o ntac ts . 1 1 8  H o w ev er,  
b ar i ng o t s  c as t i n th e F ay nan w ere di s tr i b u ted to w ards  
th e no rth  ( F i g .  9 )  al o ng  di f f erent p o s s i b l e p ath w ay s  
c o ns i deri ng  th at th u s  f ar th ey  h av e b een f o u nd 
( to g eth er w i t h  ‘ l ater’ E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p o tter y )  at 
s i tes  i n th e C entral  N eg ev ,  th e S h ep h el ah ,  th e H eb ro n 
H i l l s ,  at J eri c h o ,  and at H az o r. 1 1 9  I nteres ti ng l y ,  i n th e 
i nterreg i o nal  s c enari o  th i s  p h as e w o u l d c o rres p o nd 
to  th e dec l i ne o f  th e Anato l i an T rade N etw o rk  f ro m  c .  
2 2 0 0  B C E , 1 2 0  w h i c h  m i g h t h av e p ro v i ded an o c c as i o n 
f o r th e s o u t h ern L ev ant to  m eet i nter- reg i o nal  
dem and f o r c o p p er i n a ti m e w h en o th er ro u tes  o f  
i nterreg i o nal  p ro c u rem ent s eem  to  h av e no t b een 
at w o rk .  T h i s  m i g h t h av e b een at l eas t o ne p o s s i b l e 
f ac to r draw i ng  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant i nto  i nterreg i o nal  
c o nnec ti o ns  du r i ng  th e adv anc ed p h as es  o f  th e E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p eri o d.

The ‘Syrian Connection’ and the Other 
Interregional Interactions: Evidence from 
Archaeological Clusters
T h e arc h aeo l o g i c al  do c u m entati o n f o r th e ph as es  
f o l l o w i ng th e i ni ti al  E arl y B ro nz e I V  ph as e i n th e 
s o u th ern L ev ant al l o w s  u s  to ap p rec i ate a v ari ety o f  
new  el em ents  em erg i ng al o ng w i th a p ro g res s i v e 
tec h no l o g i c al  i m p ro v em ent no ti c eab l e i n c eram i c s  
and m etal w o rk and p o i nti ng to m u l ti p l e l i nes  o f   
c o nnec ti v i t y b etw een th e s o u th ern L ev ant and th e 
s u rro u ndi ng r eg i o ns . 1 2 1

 

1 1 6  oRen and yeKutieli 1 9 9 0 ;  yeKutieli 2 0 0 2 , 4 2 5 , 4 3 1 .
1 1 7  haiman 1 9 9 6 ;  2 0 0 9 .
1 1 8 S ee di s c u s s i o n i n D’anDRea 2 0 1 8 d.
1 1 9  cohen 1999, fig. 115 and DeveR 2014, fig. 11.64.4–5 

( B e‛er R es i s i m ,  ‛Ein Z i q and H ar Y er u h am , C entral  
N ege v ) ;  tufnell 1 9 5 8 , p l . 2 1 . 1 1 – 1 3 ( T el l  ed- Du w ei r/
L ac h i s h ) ;  DeveR and taDmoR 1976, 163–164, 168, fig. 
1 . 7 1 . 7 7 . 23 0 , 7 1 . 7 7 . 23 3 , 7 1 . 7 7 . 23 7 , 7 1 . 7 7 . 2 4 3 , p l . 3 0 . C – D 
( H eb ro n H i l l s ) ;  yahalom - macK et al. 2014, 19, fig. 3.1 
and BechaR 2 0 2 0 , 3 7 2 ( H az o r) ;  Sellin and watzingeR 
1913, fig. 104 and nigRo 2003a, 123, fig. 3; 2003b, 10–12, 
fig. 3 (Jericho); philip 1 9 88 , 1 9 6 – 1 9 7 and hauptmann et 
al . 2 0 1 5 f o r a c o m p reh ens i v e di s c u s s i o n. O n th e ex i s tenc e 
o f  a no rth ern and a s o u th ern ro u te o f  di s tri b u t i o n, s ee 
al s o Kaufman 2 0 1 3 ,  2 7 9 .

1 2 0  Şahoğlu 2 0 1 9 ,  1 2 6 – 1 2 7 .
1 2 1  vacca and D’anDRea 2 0 1 5 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 8 a;  coopeR 

2 0 2 0 ,  1 1 7 – 1 1 8 .

Although for metal artefacts it is more difficult to 
p i np o i nt trans f o r m ati o ns  i n ti m e b ec au s e th es e are 
al m o s t al w ay s  f o u nd i n to m b s ,  t h e as s o c i ati o n w i t h  
‘ l ater’ p o tter y  m i g h t s u g g es t th at tec h no l o g i c al  
c h ang es  c h arac teri s ed th e p ro du c t i o n o f  m etal w o rk  
i n th e s ec o nd h al f  o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V .  T h e o l der 
rep erto i re o f  dag g ers  w i t h  s i m p l e b l ades  deri v i ng  
f ro m  t h e s t i l l  l i ttl e k no w n l o c al  E arl y  B ro nz e Ag e 
tradition (Fig. 10.1–3) was flanked by the spread of 
s ev eral  new  and m o re el ab o rated t y p es  w i t h  s u b -
reg i o nal  di s tr i b u t i o n ( F i g .  1 0 . 4 – 5 ) ,  as  w el l  as  b y  
t h e i ntro du c t i o n o f  new  w eap o ns ,  i nc l u di ng  v ar i o u s  
s p ear and j av el i n t y p es  ( F i g .  1 0 . 8 – 1 2 ) ,  arro w s  
(Fig. 10.13–14), and the first fenestrated axes (Fig. 
1 0 . 1 5 ) . 1 2 2  Metal  w eap o ns  i ndi c ate m u l t i p l e l i nes  o f  
dev el o p m ent,  s o m e o f  w h i c h  s u g g es t i v e o f  a c o as tal  
and an i nl and ro u tes  w i t h  eas t- w es t c o nnec to rs  
ac ro s s  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant.  R i b b ed dag g ers  
w i t h  tr i ang u l ar b l ade and b u tt ( F i g .  1 0 . 5 )  t h at are 
c o m m o n at s i tes  o n th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne c o as t,  
and th e arc h ai c  f enes trated ax es  th at ap p ear at E no t 
S h u ni  i n th e C ar m el  Mo u ntai ns  and Ma’ab aro t i n 
th e S h aro n P l ai n ( F i g .  1 0 . 6 ) ,  as  w el l  as  at i nl and 
s i tes  l o c ated at no dal  p o i nts ,  s u c h  as  Meg i ddo  and 
J eri c h o ,  are s u g g es t i v e o f  c o nnec t i o ns  w i t h  t h e 
no rth ern L eb anes e c o as t,  w h ere th es e t y p es  o f  
w eap o ns  ap p ear aro u nd th e E arl y / Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
trans i t i o n and w i l l  b e c o nti nu o u s l y  p ro du c ed du r i ng  
Mi ddl e B ro nz e I . 1 2 3  O n th e o t h er h and,  th e s o - c al l ed 
p o k er- p i k e o r j av el i n w i t h  rh o m b o i d s ec t i o n ( F i g .  
1 0 . 1 1 – 1 2 )  t h at i s  f req u entl y  f o u nd i n c entral  and 
s o u t h ern C i s j o rdan m ay  b e c o nnec ted to  p ro to t y p es  
attes ted i n th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  tradi t i o n o f  t h e 
Mi ddl e E u p h rates  V al l ey  and Mes o p o tam i a. 1 2 4  T h es e 
dev el o p m ents  w ere ac c o m p ani ed al s o  b y  a g ro w i ng  
p res enc e o f  t i n- b ro n z e i tem s  t h at,  al t h o u g h  no t y et 
rep l ac i ng  th o s e m ade o f  ars eni c al  c o p p er,  c ertai nl y  
attes t f o r th e i nc l u s i o n o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant w i t h i n 
p ath s  o f  l o ng - di s tanc e,  i nterreg i o nal  di s tr i b u t i o n o f  
t h i s  m etal  to o . 1 2 5

1 2 2  D’anDRea 2013, 138, fig. 1; 2014a, Vol. 1, 237–239, fig. 
6. 5 c i t i ng e arl i er ref erenc es .

1 2 3  For the chronology of finds in northern Lebanon see 
p arti c u l arl y thalmann 2008, 72–76, figs. 8–9. For the 
anal y s i s  o f  reg i o nal  and di ac h ro ni c  dev el o p m ents  o f  
f enes trated ax e ty p es  s ee philip 1989;  nigRo 2 0 0 3 b ,  
10–26, figs. 3, 5–23; geRnez 2008 , and th e rec ent 
di s c u s s i o n i n hauSleiteR, D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 ,  
4 2 1 – 4 2 6 i nc l u di ng a radi o c arb o n- dated s p ec i m en f ro m  
a c em etery i n th e o as i s  o f  T ay m a i n N o rth w es t Arab i a 
(hauSleiteR, D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 ,  4 1 9 ) .

1 2 4  philip 1989, 73–74, fig. 14.136, type 9; D’anDRea 2 0 1 3 ,  
1 3 8 ;  vacca and D’anDRea 2015, 50–51, fig. 7.11–15; 
SQuaDRone 2 0 1 5 , 3 0 9 , p l . 6. 4 – 7 ;  montanaRi 2 0 2 0 ,  1 1 9 –
1 2 0 .

1 2 5  S ee, e. g , philip 1 9 9 1 ,  9 3 ,  1 0 0 – 1 0 1 ;  RichaRD 2 0 0 6 ,  1 2 5 –
1 2 6 ;  Kaufman 2 0 1 3 , 6 6 3 – 6 6 5 , 6 6 8 – 6 6 9 , 2 7 2 , 2 7 8 – 2 7 9 , 
683–684, figs. 1–2; Kaufman and Scott 2 0 1 5 ,  1 0 1 9 – 1 0 2 1 .
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C o m p ared to  th e earl i er p h as e o f  th i s  p eri o d,  
i nc reas i ng  u s e o f  a di f f erent,  m o re adv anc ed tec h no -  
l o g y  i s  no ti c eab l e al s o  i n th e p o tter y  o f  th e l ater 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es  th at attes ts  f o r a s k i l l ed u s e 
o f  th e s l o w  w h eel  h o m o g eno u s l y  ac ro s s  th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant ( es p ec i al l y  f o r th e m ak i ng  o f  s m al l er o p en-
s h ap ed v es s el s ) .  W h i l e a c l ear tec h no l o g i c al  c h ang e 
i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
compared to Early Bronze III was identified early in 
th e res earc h  i nto  th e l o c al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V , 1 2 6  o nl y 
l ater s c h o l ars h i p  h as  rec o g ni s ed th i s  dev el o p m ent as  
t y p i c al  o f  m o re adv anc ed E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es  
thanks to the stratified evidence of multiphase 
s i tes . 1 2 7  T h i s  tec h no l o g i c al  dev el o p m ent c u t s  ac ro s s  
p o tter y  reg i o nal i s m  i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant.  T h e 
l atter o b s er v ati o n m ay  s u p p o rt o u r h y p o t h es i s  th at 
tec h no l o g i c al  trans f er m ay  h av e s tarted f ro m  c o ntac ts  

1 2 6  alBRight 1933, 64;  Kenyon 1970, 152 .
1 2 7  helmS 1 9 8 6 , 3 0 – 3 1 , 4 2 – 4 9 ;  nigRo 2 0 0 3 a,  1 3 1 – 1 3 4 ,  1 3 8 –

1 3 9 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 2 , 2 4 – 3 6 and tab . 1 ;  2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 
7 3 – 9 4 ;  2 0 1 5 , 3 2 – 3 4 ;  2 0 1 6 a, 5 4 2 – 5 4 5 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 3 9 8 – 4 0 0 .

w i t h  th e s u rro u ndi ng  reg i o nal  areas  at no dal  p o i nts  
w i t h i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  b u t th at s u b s eq u ent 
c ap i l l ar y  di f f u s i o n ac ro s s  th e l atter reg i o n m i g h t h av e 
b een dri v en b y  s tro ng  i ntrareg i o nal  c o nnec ti v i t y .  I n 
c o ntras t,  new  t y p es  o f  w are c l as s es  and v es s el  f o r m s  
w ere i ntro du c ed di f f erenti al l y  i n th e v ari o u s  s u b -
reg i o nal  areas  o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  m i rro r i ng  
di f f erenti ated l o c al  needs  to  el ab o rate m eans  
s u i tab l e to  f u el l i ng  di f f erenti al  i nterac ti o ns  w i t h  
g i v en ex ternal  areas  i nc o r p o rati ng  h etero g eno u s  
ex o t i c  b eh av i o u r s  and th ei r m ateri al  c o rrel ates  i n th e 
res p ec t i v e l o c al  s u b s ets . 1 2 8

T h e B l ac k  W h eel - m ade W are f o u nd b etw een th e 
G al i l ee and th e J ez reel  V al l ey ,  w i t h  i t s  c h arac teri s t i c  
g rey  g o b l ets  and teap o t s  h as  b een c o ns i dered th e 
h al l m ark  o f  th e ‘ S y r i an c o nnec ti o n’ and o f  em u l ati o n 
o f  S y r i an el i tes  i n th e s o u t h .  T h es e v es s el s  h av e b een  
 
 

1 2 8  D’anDRea 2014a, Vol. 1, 252–256, figs. 6.11–6.15; 2018a.

Fig. 11  The ‘grey wares’ in the Levant (1–15) and their distribution during the second half of Early Bronze IV, 
after D’anDrea 2017, figs. 1 and 3 (re-elaborated); no. 1: Tell Nebi Mend (after KenneDy 2015a, fig. 69.18, 

redrawn); no. 2: Tell ‘Asharneh (after cooPer 2007, fig. 7: the first vessel from the top, redrawn); no. 3: 
Khirbet al-Umbashi (after Échallier and Braemer 2004, fig. 584.C.157, redrawn); nos. 4–5: Tell el-Waqqas/

Hazor (after Bechar 2015, fig. 5.9, 17, redrawn); nos. 6–7: Tell Sha‘īrat (redrawn after mouamar 2016,  
fig. 8.8–9, redrawn); nos. 8–9: Tell Nebi Mend (after KenneDy 2015a, fig. 79.15, 21, redrawn); nos. 10–11: 

Moumassakhin (after al-maqDissi 1989, figs. 19.123, 37.130, redrawn; no. 12: Tell el-Mutesellim/Megiddo 
(after Guy 1938, pl. 11.27, redrawn); no. 13: Khirbet Qadish/Qedesh: Qedesh (after taDmor 1978, 

fig. 8.70–229, redrawn); no. 14: Nahf (after GetzoV 1995, fig. 8.1, redrawn; no. 15: as-Sanbariyya/Ma’ayan 
Barukh (after amiran 1961, fig. 6.7, redrawn)



Marta D’Andrea50

o r i g i nal l y  th o u g h t to  b e i m p o rted f ro m  th e O ro ntes  
V al l ey , 1 2 9  u nti l  p etro g rap h y  s h o w ed th at th ey  w ere at 
l eas t p arti al l y  p ro du c ed w i t h  c l ay s  o u t c ro p p i ng  i n th e 
Anti - L eb ano n Mo u ntai ns . 1 3 0  Mo reo v er,  i t h as  b een 
dem o ns trated th at th i s  w are c l as s  w as  p res ent al s o  i n 
th e L eb anes e B eq a’a, 1 3 1  b u t i t i s  s t i l l  u nder i nv es ti g ati o n 
i f  th ere w ere di f f erent i ndep endent w o rk s h o p s  i n 
th e L eb anes e B eq a’a and th e H u l a V al l ey  th at w ere 
c l earl y  th e h eartl ands  o f  di s tr i b u t i o n o f  th i s  p arti c u l ar 
w are c l as s  i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  w h i l e f u rth er s o u t h  
th i s  w are w as  i m p o rted.  1 3 2  I n addi ti o n,  c o nnec ti o ns  
w i t h  and di f f erenc es  f ro m  th e v ari o u s  c l as s es  o f  s o -
c al l ed ‘ g rey  w ares ’ di s tr i b u ted i n C entral  S y r i a h av e 
c o m e i nto  s h ar p er f o c u s  i n term s  o f  s h ap es ,  s t y l es ,  
and p etro g rap h y . 1 3 3  I t s eem s  i nc reas i ng l y  ac c ep ted 
th at th e s p read o f  th i s  tec h no - s t y l i s t i c  p h eno m eno n 
–  o f  w h i c h  th e B l ac k - W h eel m ade W are v es s el s  o f  th e 
B eq a’a and th e H u l a V al l ey ,  p ro du c ed l o c al l y ,  w ere 
p art –  i n a reg i o n s tretc h i ng  f ro m  C entral  S y r i a to  
th e no rth ernm o s t areas  o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant m ay  
h av e b een l i m i ted to  th e s ec o nd h al f  o f  E arl y  B ro nz e 
I V  ( F i g .  1 1 ) .  H o w ev er,  th es e l ater reg i o nal  v ari ants  
o f  g rey  w ares  s eem  to  h av e deri v ed f ro m  w are 
classes originally elaborated during the first half of 
th e p eri o d ap p arentl y  o nl y  i n th e C entral  and U p p er 
O ro ntes  V al l ey . 1 3 4  T h eref o re,  w e m ay  rec o ns i der 
th e p aradi g m  o f  el i te em u l ati o n and retai n th at o f  
th e ‘ S y r i an c o nnec ti o n’,  al th o u g h  w i t h  a di f f erent 
meaning compared to the first uses of the term that 
w ere m ai nl y  c o nnec ted w i t h  trade. 1 3 5

W h i l e w e h av e no  data o n th e o c c u p ati o n o f  th e 
B eq a’a du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V , 1 3 6  i t s eem s  th at i n 
th e U p p er G al i l ee,  f o l l o w i ng  a dro p  i n p er m anent 
s ettl em ents  at th e b eg i nni ng  o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V , 1 3 7   
s edentar y  s ettl em ents  w ere re- es tab l i s h ed du r i ng  
l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es ,  i nc l u di ng  a dev el o p ed 

1 2 9  guy 1 9 3 8 ,  1 4 8 – 1 4 9 ;  DeveR 1 9 8 0 ,  5 0 ;  mazzoni 1 9 8 5 ,  1 5 ;  
palumBo 1 9 9 0 ,  1 1 8 – 1 1 9 .

1 3 0  gReenBeRg et al . 1 9 9 8 , 23 ;  gReenBeRg 2 0 0 2 , 5 3 – 5 4 ;  
Bunimovitz and gReenBeRg 2 0 0 4 , 23 .

1 3 1  genz and SaDeR 2 0 0 8 , 1 8 7 , p l . 1 . 2 – 3 , 4 , 7 ;  genz 2 0 1 0 ,  
209–211, figs. 2–4.

1 3 2  T o th e ref erenc es  c i ted at f n. 1 3 0 , m u s t b e added BechaR 
2015; 2017, 173–178, figs. 6.12.5–11, 6.16.8, 6.18.8–9, 
6. 2 0 . 4 , 6. 2 1 . 9 – 1 2 ;  2 0 2 0 ;  cohen - weinBeRgeR 2 0 1 6 f o r th e 
H u l a V al l ey and genz , BaDReShany and Jean i n p res s  f o r 
th e B eq a‘ a.

1 3 3  S ee D’anDRea 2 0 1 7 , w i t h ref erenc es . R ec entl y :  KenneDy, 
BaDReShany and philip 2 0 1 8 ;  Boileau 2 0 1 8 , 1 , 5 – 6 , 1 0 ;  
coopeR 2018, 194–195, figs. 11–12; mouamaR 2 0 1 8 , 6 – 8 , 
figs. 7, 9: Group B; vacca et al. 2018, 28–34, figs. 7–8.

1 3 4  D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 2 0 1 4b , 2 0 3 – 2 0 6 ;  2 0 1 7 , 1 7 8 – 1 8 0 , 
fig. 3; 2020b, 20, fig. 3; 2020c, 154; welton and coopeR 
2 0 1 4 ,  3 3 5 – 3 3 6 ;  BechaR 2 0 1 5 , 5 1 ;  2 0 2 0 , 3 6 6 ;  KenneDy

2 0 2 0 b , 3 3 6.
1 3 5  DeveR 1 9 8 0 , 5 2 ;  mazzoni 1 9 8 5 ,  1 5 ;  palumBo 1 9 9 0 ,  1 1 9 .
1 3 6  genz 2 0 1 0 ,  2 0 8 – 2 1 0 .
1 3 7  D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 1 1 7 – 1 2 0 , tab . 6 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 402–405; 

2 0 2 0 b ,  2 1 3 – 2 1 5 ;  gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 , 1 4 1 ;  BechaR 2 0 2 0 ,  3 6 9 .

p er m anent v i l l ag e at H az o r. 1 3 8  T h e am b i t i o n 
of economic interactions with the flourishing 
nei g h b o u r s  i n C entral  S y r i a du r i ng  th e s ec o nd h al f  
o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  ( o f  w h i c h  w e h av e di s c u s s ed 
b ef o re i n c o nnec t i o n w i t h  t h ei r p o s s i b l e k ey  ro l e 
i n i nterreg i o nal  i nterac t i o ns  du r i ng  th i s  p h as e)  
m i g h t h av e b een a c atal y s t f o r th e c o m m u ni t i es  at 
th e no rth ern f r i ng es  o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant to  g et 
reo rg ani z ed i n p er m anent v i l l ag es . 1 3 9  T h e reg i o nal  
v ar i ants  o f  ‘ g rey  w ares ’ w i t h  t h ei r i m m edi atel y  
rec o g ni z ab l e c o m m o n v i s u al  p ro p erti es  ( F i g .  1 2 . 1 –
15) might have provided an efficient tool for discrete 
c o m m u ni t i es  –  eac h  rep res ented b y  o t h er w i s e 
di f f erent p o tter y  tradi ti o ns ,  o r i ented to w ards  th e 
no rth ern L ev ant i n C entral  S y r i a1 4 0  and to w ards  th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant i n th e L eb anes e B eq a’a and th e H u l a 
V al l ey 1 4 1  – to affirm their participation in a broader 
netw o rk ,  w h i l e s t i l l  di f f erenti ati ng  th em s el v es  
f ro m  o ne ano th er w i t h  m i no r v ari ati o ns  i n s h ap es  
and s t y l es . 1 4 2  T h e f ac t th at th e m ateri al  as s em b l ag e 
c ap ab l e o f  f u el l i ng  t h es e i nterac t i o ns  w as  c h o s en 
am o ng  p ro to t y p es  deri v ed f ro m  c entral  S y r i a w i t h  a 
l o ng  tradi ti o n and el ab o rati o n b eh i nd th em  m i g h t b e 
s u g g es t i v e o f  t h e ro l e p l ay ed b y  t h i s  reg i o n no t o nl y  
i n trans f erri ng  tec h no - s t y l i s t i c  i nf o r m ati o n,  b u t al s o  
i n i nterac t i o ns  th at m ay  h av e c o ntr i b u ted to  p ro m p t 
a s o c i o ec o no m i c  reo rg ani z ati o n du r i ng  l ater E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  i n th ei r c l o s es t nei g h b o u r i ng  areas  l o c ated 
at th e no rth ern f r i ng es  o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant. 1 4 3  T h i s  
s eem s  ano th er c as e w h ere th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  ev i denc e 
s u g g es t s  t h at s o m e as p ec t s  o f  t h e i nterreg i o nal  
s o c i o - p o l i t i c al ,  s o c i o ec o no m i c  and s o c i o c u l t u ral  
configuration of the Middle Bronze Age – when 
Q atna,  T el l  N eb i  Mend,  Dam as c u s  and H az o r w i l l  
b e i m p o rtant reg i o nal  c entres  –  m i g h t h av e b een i n 
em b r y o  al ready  i n th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es .  
I f  and to  w h i c h  ex tent al s o  t h e L eb anes e B eq a’a w as  
p art o f  t h es e p ro c es s es  w i l l  b e deter m i ned o nl y  w h en 
m o re data o n th e E arl y  B ro n z e I V  o c c u p ati o n i n th e 
l atter reg i o n w i l l  b ec o m e av ai l ab l e.

B es i de th i s  p h eno m eno n o f  ‘ tr u e’ ‘ S y r i an 
c o nnec ti o n’ l i m i ted to  th e areas  l o c ated at th e i nterf ac e 
b et w een th e no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant,  a v ari et y  
o f  di f f erent ex o t i c  el em ents  em erg ed and dev el o p ed 

1 3 8  BechaR 2 0 1 3 ;  2 0 2 0 ,  3 7 2 – 3 7 4 .
1 3 9  D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 b ,  2 1 3 ;  2 0 2 0 d,  1 3 5 – 1 3 7 .
1 4 0  mouamaR 2 0 1 6 , 8 2 – 8 4 ;  2 0 1 8 ;  KenneDy 2 0 1 9 .
1 4 1  genz 2 0 1 0 , 2 0 9 – 2 1 2 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 1 9 2 – 1 9 4 ;  

2 0 1 4 b ,  2 0 9 – 2 1 0 .
1 4 2  D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 d,  1 3 6 – 1 3 8 .  BechaR ( 2 0 2 0 )  rec entl y  re-

di s c u s s ed th e ev i denc e f ro m  H az o r, and p ro v i ded an 
i nterp retati o n o f  th e B l ac k W h eel - m ade W are m o v i ng 
f ro m  v i s u al  as p ec ts  o f  a c o nnec ti o n to S y r i a. H o w ev er, 
h er o w n th eo r y c entres  o n l o c al  ap p ro p r i ati o n o f  v i s u al  
m eans  as s o c i ated w i th S y r i an u rb an p al ac es  as  an 
ex c l u s i o nary s trateg y to c o ns tr u c t l o c al  el i tes  i n th e H u l a 
V al l ey di s c r i m i nati ng b etw een el i te c o ns u m ers  o f  g rey 
w are and no n- el i te c o ns u m ers  o f  p l ai n w are res p ec ti v el y .

1 4 3 D’anDRea and vacca 2 0 1 5 ,  4 9 .
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Fig. 12  New vessel shapes in the southern Levant during Early Bronze IV; 
no 1: Tell el-Mutesellim/Megiddo (after louD 1948, pl. 9.13, redrawn); no. 2: Khirbet Kirmil (after DeVer 
1975, fig. 5.18–19, redrawn); no. 3: Jebel Qa’aqir (after DeVer 2014, fig. 2.93.9, redrawn); no. 4: Tell Beit 
Mirsim (after DeVer 2003, fig. 1.5, redrawn); no. 5: Tell el-Mutesellim/Megiddo (after louD 1948, pl. 

16.13, redrawn); no. 6: Tell ed-Duweir/Lachish (after tufnell 1958, pl. 66.416, redrawn); no. 7: Tell Beit 
Mirsim (after DeVer 2003, fig. 1.4, redrawn); no. 8: Tell ed-Duweir/Lachish (after tufnell 1958, pl. 66.403, 

redrawn); no. 9: Tell es-Sultan/Jericho (after Kenyon and hollanD 1983, fig. 67.3, redrawn); no. 10: ‘Ain 
Samiya (after DeVer 1972b, fig. 3.10, redrawn); nos. 11–12: Beit Dajan/Bet Dagan, Tombs 767 and 773 
(after yannai 2014, 3.7.4, 7, redrawn); no. 13: Nahal Rimmonim (after coVello-Paran 2008, fig. 6.2, 

redrawn); no. 14: Tell el-Waqqas/Hazor (after yaDin et al. 1961, pl. CLVI.12, redrawn); no. 15: Tell Mardikh/
Ebla (after D’anDrea 2018b, fig. 8.6, © Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria); no. 16: Tell Mastuma 

(after waKita 2009, fig. 3.8.26); no. 17: Tell Meskene/Emar (after sconzo 2015, pl. 26.7, redrawn)
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ac ro s s  di f f erent p arts  o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant.  F i rs tl y ,  
g o b l ets  and c u p s  w i t h  s ev eral  s u b - reg i o nal  v ari ants 1 4 4  
w ere nu m eri c al l y  i m p o rtant i n th e as s em b l ag es  o f  th e 
m o re adv anc ed p h as es  o nl y  i n f ew  s u b reg i o ns  w i t h i n 
th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  al l  l o c ated al o ng  i m p o rtant 
i ntra- reg i o nal  i nters ec ti o ns  ( t h at m i g h t h av e b een al s o  
c ro s s ed b y  i nter- reg i o nal  p ath s ) . 1 4 5  S ec o ndl y ,  al o ng  
th e c o as t o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant and i ts  h i nterl and i n 
th e S h ep h el ah  ( and o nl y  m o re rarel y  i nl and th o u g h  
al w ay s  at no dal  p o i nts  al o ng  c o m m u ni c ati o n ro u tes ,  

1 4 4  F o r a m o re rec ent attem p t o f  reg i o nal  ty p o l o g i c al  
classification, see D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a,  V o l .  2 ,  1 8 8 – 1 9 3 ,  p l s .  
X V I I – X X V I I I ;  s ee,  earl i er,  th e anal y s i s  o f  DeveR 1 9 8 0 ,  3 8 ,  
48 and figs. 2.14, 3.3, 14, 4.7, 13, 15–17 and RichaRD 1 9 8 0 ,  
18, fig. 3.5–12; see also KenneDy 2020b, 328, fig. 18.1.

1 4 5  D’anDRea i n p res s . At T el l  Ab u en- N i ’aj  c u p s  are attes ted 
f ro m  P h as e 3 , w h i c h i s  p l ac ed b y m o del l ed radi o c arb o n 
dates  i n th e i nterv al  b etw een 23 7 3 and 23 3 1 c al  B C  
( ac c o rdi ng to th e new  m o del  i n falconeR, fall and 
höflmayeR 2 0 2 1 , 2 7 T ab . 5 ;  s ee al s o falconeR and fall

2019, fig. 6.6 for the pottery, p. 72, tab. 5.2 for slightly 
di f f erent m o del l ed radi o c arb o n dates  i n th e i nterv al  
b etw een 23 8 2 and 23 3 5 c al B C ) . At T el l  U m m  H am m ad 
g o b l ets  ap p ear l ater i n th e s eq u enc e to o ( KenneDy 2 0 2 0 b ,  
3 3 6 ) .

e. g .  at Meg i ddo  and J eri c h o )  b es i de g o b l ets  and 
c u p s  i t i s  p o s s i b l e to  i s o l ate h andl ed c u p s  and m u g s  
( F i g .  1 2 . 1 – 1 2 )  t h at res em b l e th o s e f o u nd i n no rth ern 
L eb ano n ( s ee F i g .  6 ) . 1 4 6  As  s u g g es ted rec entl y ,  t h e 
s p ati al  di s tr i b u t i o n o f  t h es e v es s el  f o r m s  m i g h t al l o w  
u s  to  i denti f y  a g eneral  c o as tal  ‘ i m p r i nt’ s h ared 
am o ng  th e eas tern Aeg ean,  w es tern Anato l i a,  t h e 
‘ Am u q  P l ai n,  and no rth ern L eb ano n du r i ng  th e 
s ec o nd h al f  o f  t h e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  and m ark i ng  
th e ex i s tenc e o f  a c o as tal  ‘ h andl ed- c u p  area’ th at 
might have extended its influence further south to 
th e l i tto ral  o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant ( s ee F i g .  7 ) . 1 4 7  
As  w el l  k no w n,  no t o nl y  v er y  l i m i ted b u t tang i b l e 
ev i denc e i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re i ndi c ates  c o ntac ts  
b et w een th e s o u t h ern L ev ant and th e Aeg ean, 1 4 8  
b u t al s o  i nterac t i o ns  b et w een th e no rth ern c o as t o f  
t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant and no rth ern L eb ano n aro u nd 
th e E arl y  B ro n z e/ Mi ddl e B ro nz e trans i t i o n are 
s u g g es ted b y  t h e di s c o v er y  o f  t w o  i denti c al  arc h ai c  
f enes trated ax es  w i t h  a dec o rati o n i n th e s h ap e o f  

1 4 6  D’anDRea 2014a, Vol. 1, 252–254, figs. 6.13–6.14; 2018a, 
84, figs. 3–4.

1 4 7  D’anDRea and vacca 2020, figs. 126–130, figs. 3–4.
1 4 8  S ee oRen 2 0 0 3 ;  D’anDRea 2018a, 8 4 , w i t h r ef erenc es .

Fig. 13  Tomb N8 in the Early Bronze IV cemetery at Tiwal esh-Sharqi, Jordan 
(after tuBB 1990, fig. 11, redrawn)
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a h u nti ng  do g  ev i dentl y  c as t i n th e s am e m o u l d at 
B y b l o s  o n th e no rth ern c o as t o f  L eb ano n and i n th e 
c em eter y  at E no t S h u ni  at th e s o u t h ern p i edm o nt o f  
t h e C ar m el  Mo u ntai n. 1 4 9

Mo reo v er,  ex o t i c  el em ents  ap p eari ng  i n m o re 
c o ns er v ati v e s p h eres ,  s u c h  as  f o o d h ab i t s  and 
c u l i nar y  p ref erenc es ,  and b u r i al  c u s t o m s  m ay  
adu m b rate f o rei g n b eh av i o u r s .  E x am p l es  rec al l ed 
i n p rev i o u s  s t u di es  are,  res p ec t i v el y ,  t h e C o o k i ng  
W are b o w l s  ( F i g .  1 2 . 1 3 – 1 4 )  res em b l i ng  t h o s e o f  t h e 
area c o m p r i s ed b et w een no rth ern i nl and S y r i a and 
th e E u p h rates  R i v er V al l ey  ( F i g .  1 2 . 1 5 – 1 7 ) , 1 5 0  and 
c i s t g rav es  ( F i g .  1 3 )  t h at are f o rei g n to  th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant and c o ntai ned i nh u m ati o ns  ac c o m p ani ed b y  
t y p i c al l y  l o c al  m ateri al  c u l t u re. 1 5 1  S u c h  ev i denc e 
m i g h t s u g g es t th at no n- l o c al  p eo p l e l i v ed s i de b y  
s i de w i t h  t h e l o c al  c o m m u ni t i es ,  b u t th i s  h y p o t h es i s  
h as  nev er b een tes ted b y  m eans  o f  b i o arc h aeo l o g i c al  
s t u di es .

W h i l e em u l ati o n o f  f o rei g n el i tes ’ b eh av i o u r s  
m i g h t b e o ne ex p l anati o n b eh i nd c h ang es  i n th e  
m ateri al  c u l t u re o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  i t s eem s  
c l ear th at trans f o r m ati o ns  di d no t s tem  f ro m  a s i ng l e 
p h eno m eno n.  L o ng - di s tanc e and m u l t i - di rec t i o nal  
m o b i l i t y  and s m al l - s c al e m i g rati o ns  o f  no n- l o c al  
p eo p l e c o nnec ted w i t h  ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es  m i g h t 
b e p o s s i b l e m ec h ani s m s  l y i ng  b eh i nd m ateri al  
c u l t u re c h ang es ,  req u i r i ng  th e reneg o t i ati o n o f  
s o c i al  p rac t i c es  to  f u el  c o m m u ni c ati o n am o ng  
p eo p l e o p erati ng  i n an i nter- reg i o nal  m i l i eu  b u t 
b el o ng i ng  to  di f f erent g ro u p s .  T h e v ari et y  o f  t h e 
new  el em ents  em erg i ng  i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant 
du r i ng  th e adv anc ed p h as es  o f  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e 
I V  p er i o d are i ndi rec t b u t c l ear ev i denc e o f  
m u l t i p l e and di f f erenti ated c o ntac ts ,  w h i c h  m i g h t 
s u g g es t th at th e reg i o n w as  p art o f  g eneral  c h ang es  
tak i ng  p l ac e at a g reater l ev el  and c o nnec ted w i t h  
em erg i ng  l arg e- s c al e ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es  i n th e 
N ear E as t and th e Aeg ean.  I n th e no rth ern L ev ant,  
c h ang es  m i g h t h av e s tarted i n adv anc e b ec au s e th i s  
reg i o n w as  i nteg rated earl i er i nto  th e new  em erg i ng  
i nter- reg i o nal  s c enari o ,  w h i l e i t i s  reas o nab l e th at a 
c ertai n ti m e el ap s ed b ef o re th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne 
c o m m u ni t i es  rec o v ered f ro m  t h e c o l l ap s e o f  t h e 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  u rb ani z ati o n and reg ai ned a ro l e i n 
i nter- reg i o nal  c o nnec t i o ns .

1 4 9  B y b l o s , T em p l e o f  th e O b el i s k s :  DunanD 1 9 5 0 , p l . 
C X I X . 1 4 4 3 4 ;  E no t S hu ni , T o m b 6 5 :  caSpi et al. 2009, fig. 
6 a.

1 5 0 D’anDRea 2014a: Vol. 1: 262, fig. 6.16.4–5; Vol 2: 198, 
201, 203, Types B1.1, 1.2C, B1.4; 2014d: 157, fig. 8.8–9; 
2 0 1 8 a,  8 5 .

1 5 1  tuBB 2 0 0 9 ;  pRag 2 0 1 1 ;  D’anDRea 2014a, Vol. 1, 261, fig. 
6.15; 2014d, 157, fig. 7.c; 2018a, 85–86; KenneDy 2 0 1 5 c ;  
2020, 328, 336–337 and fig. 18.2.

The Early/Middle Bronze Age Transition in 
the Levant: ‘Sloping Horizons’ or Changing 
Clusters?
The Northern Levant between the 3rd and 2nd 
Millennium BCE
Materi al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  c h ang ed o nc e ag ai n i n 
th e L ev ant to w ards  th e end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V .  At 
several sites, such as Tell Mastuma, Ebla, Tell Afis, 
and H am a,  h arb i ng ers  o f  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  v es s el  
s h ap es  ap p eared i n l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I V  c o ntex ts  
( F i g s .  1 4 – 1 5 ) . 1 5 2  At s o m e s i tes ,  t h i s  p h eno m eno n 
w as  f o l l o w ed b y  trans i t i o nal  E arl y  B ro nz e/ Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e p h as es  w h ere th e t w o  c u l t u ral  tradi ti o ns  
c o ex i s ted s i de b y  s i de –  l i k e,  f o r i ns tanc e,  at T el l  
Afis, Tell Mishrifeh/Qatna and perhaps Tell Nebi 
Mend. 1 5 3  At o t h er s i tes ,  l i k e E b l a ,  i t i s  p o s s i b l e to  
isolate the final peak of Early Bronze IVB from the 
i n i t i al  p eak  o f  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I . 1 5 4

The definition of absolute chronology for the late 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  s tag e and th e E arl y / Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
tradition in western inland Syria is still fluid and 
radi o m etr i c  ev i denc e i s  rath er l i m i ted.  T el l  Mas t u m a 
y i el ded radi o c arb o n dates  f o r E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  
l ay ers  ro u g h l y  s p anni ng  th e l as t t w o  c ent u r i es  o f  
t h e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E , 1 5 5  and deter m i nati o ns  f ro m  
Q atna p l ac e th e E arl y / Mi ddl e B ro nz e trans i t i o n 
at th e s i te i n th e i nter v al  b et w een 2 0 4 0  and 1 9 3 0  
c al B C .  T w o  earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e radi o c arb o n 
dates  f ro m  E b l a ,  as s o c i ated w i t h  arc h ai c  p o tter y  
f ro m  an i ni t i al  p h as e,  f al l  res p ec t i v el y  i n th e 
i nter v al s  b et w een 2 1 4 0 – 1 9 1 0  c al B C  and 1 9 8 0 – 1 7 4 0  
c al B C , 1 5 6  b u t th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  c o ntex t o f  t h e 
s am p l es  w as  a m i dden,  th eref o re,  al l  t h e m ateri al ,  
i nc l u di ng  th e v er y  earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  p o tter y ,  
w as  i n s ec o ndar y  dep o s i t i o n. 1 5 7  H o w ev er,  i n ter m s  
o f  c o m p arati v e s trati g rap h y  and rel ati v e c h ro no l o g y ,  
t h e p o s i t i o n o f  t h e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e w i t h  
h arb i ng ers  o f  t h e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e attes ted at 
E b l a before th e trans i t i o nal  E arl y  B ro nz e/ Mi ddl e 
Bronze phase identified at other sites seems secured 
b y  c o m p arati v e s trati g rap h y . 1 5 8

1 5 2  S ee D’anDRea 2014/2015, 146, fig. 12.12, 18–19, 22; 
2018b, 228, figs. 10.18, 20–22, 25; 2018c, 14, figs. 17.14–
19, 19–20; 2019c, 269–270, figs. 1.12–15, 5.15, 17, 8.4–7.

1 5 3  Tell Afis: mazzoni and felli 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 9 – 2 1 9 ;  felli 
and meRluzzi 2008, 98–102, fig. 6; Qatna: moRanDi 
BonacoSSi 2008, 132–135, figs. 15–18; iamoni 2 0 1 4 ;  T el l  
N eb i  Mend:  KenneDy 2 0 1 5 a,  6 3 .

1 5 4 D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 , 1 5 1 – 1 5 2 ;  2 0 1 8 b , 23 3 ;  2 0 1 8 c , 1 6 , 
23–24, figs. 17–19; 2019c, 268–270, figs. 5–10.

1 5 5  L ay ers  d ( U C I AMS - 2 1 6 7 5 )  and c  ( U C I AMS - 2 1 6 7 6 )  i n 
S q u are 1 5 G c  res p ec ti v el y i n th e i nterv al s  2 2 0 0 – 2 1 3 0 
c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a; )  and 2 2 1 0 – 2 1 2 0 c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) , 
and 2 1 3 0 – 2 0 8 0 c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a)  and 2 1 4 0 – 2 0 1 0 c al B C  
( 2 - s i g m a) :  niShiyama 2009, figs. 10.13–10.14.

1 5 6  R es p ec ti v el y , L T L - 3 8 6 A and L T L - 3 8 6 A:  fioRentino et 
al .  2 0 0 8 , t ab . 2 .

1 5 7  peyRonel 2019, 744–747, figs. 5–8.
1 5 8 D’anDRea 2 0 1 8 c , 23 – 2 4 , t ab s . 2 – 3 .
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T h e di f f erenc e b et w een E b l a’s  traj ec to r y  and th e 
c o nti nu o u s  ev o l u t i o n o b s er v ab l e at o t h er s i tes  m i g h t 
b e du e to  th e des tr u c t i o n th at h i t th e l ate E arl y  
B ro nz e I V  p er i o d’s  E b l a ,  t h o u g h  ap p arentl y  di d no t 
s to p  i t s  dev el o p m ent as  i t h ad b een th e c as e f o r th e 
destruction at the end of the first Early Bronze IV 
p h as e. 1 5 9  E v en at th e l atter s i te E arl y  B ro nz e I V /
Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  c o nti nu i t y  i s  rem ark ab l e i n m any  
i m p o rtant m ateri al  and i m m ateri al  as p ec t s , 1 6 0  and,  
as  s ai d ab o v e,  t h i s  p h eno m eno n m ay  b e du e to  th e 
g eneral  reneg o t i ati o n o f  ec o no m i c  and p o l i t i c al  
p o w er du r i ng  th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  i n no rth ern 
and c entral  S y r i a,  w h i c h  w o u l d g radu al l y  s h ap e th e 
s o c i o c u l t u ral  trans f o r m ati o ns  th at c h arac teri z ed 
th e s o c i al  o rder o f  t h e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e i n th es e 
reg i o ns .  I n th i s  reg ard,  i t i s  w o rt h  no t i ng  th at s tr i k i ng  
c o nti nu i t y  b et w een E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  and Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e I  i s  o b s er v ab l e at o t h er i m p o rtant s i tes  i n th e 
reg i o n to  th e eas t,  s u c h  as  T el l  B i ‘ a / T u tt u l .  I n f ac t,  
at th e l atter s i te no t o nl y  a new  p al ac e ( P al ac e A) ,  
res em b l i ng  t h e ro u g h l y  c o ntem p o rar y  Shakkanakku 
p eri o d p al ac e at Mari  i n i t s  p l an,  w as  b u i l t du r i ng  
th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  p h as e ( U r I I I  p er i o d)  
and u s ed th ro u g h  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I , 1 6 1  b u t th ere i s  
al s o  ev i denc e f o r c o nti nu o u s  u s e o f  t h e tem p l e in 
antis ( t h e T em p l e o f  Dag an)  f ro m  E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  
t h ro u g h  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I . 1 6 2  I n f ac t,  t h e s i te s eem s  
to  h av e s er v ed as  an i nterreg i o nal  c u l t i c  c entre al l  
t h ro u g h  t h es e p eri o ds ,  w h i c h  s u g g es t s  s o m e deg ree 
o f  c o nti nu i t y  o f  s o c i al  s tr u c t u res  and i nterac t i o ns  
b et w een th e t w o  p er i o ds  th at m i g h t b e rel ated al s o  to  
t h e ro l e p l ay ed b y  Mari  i n th e i nterreg i o nal  s c enari o  
at th e t u rn b et w een th e 3 rd and th e 2 nd m i l l enni u m  
B C E .

The Southern Levant between the 3rd and 2nd 
Millennium BCE
I n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  
and s ettl em ent p atterns  c h ang ed o nc e ag ai n 
to w ards  th e end o f  t h e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p er i o d 
to o .  P o s s i b l y  ex c ep t f o r T el l  el - H am m am  i n th e 
s o u t h ern J o rdan V al l ey , 1 6 3  t h e m ai n E arl y  B ro nz e 
I V  s i tes  i n c entral  and s o u t h ern T rans j o rdan w ere 
des erted p er m anentl y  to w ards  th e end o f  t h e 
p eri o d,  as  w el l  as  s ettl em ents  i n th e C entral  N eg ev ;  
l i k ew i s e,  t h e ex p l o i tati o n o f  t h e c o p p er o res  i n 
th e ‘ Arab ah  and th e F ay nan s eem s  to  h av e c eas ed 
b y  t h at ti m e.  C o nv ers el y ,  an earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
Ag e p h as e i s  attes ted th u s  f ar o nl y  at a f ew  s i tes  
i n th e no rth ern and c o as tal  areas  o f  t h e s o u t h ern 

1 5 9  D’anDRea 2019d, 19–26, figs. 4–15. On the EB IVB 
des tr u c ti o n s ee matthiae 2 0 2 0 .

1 6 0  pinnocK 2 0 0 9 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 ,  1 4 6 – 1 4 9 ;  2 0 1 9 b ,  
19–24, figs. 8–10, 13, 16–17; 2019c, 269–272, figs. 3–4.

1 6 1  nováK 2015, 72–73, fig. 28.
1 6 2  nováK 2 0 1 5 , 6 6.
1 6 3  collinS 2 0 2 0 , 2 8 2 , f n. 5 , 2 8 9 .

Fig. 14  Harbingers of Middle Bronze Age pottery 
types in late Early Bronze IVB contexts in north-

western inland Syria; 
no. 1: Hama, Level J1 (after fuGmann 1958, 

fig. 103.3C 52, redrawn); 
no. 2: Tell Mastuma, Stratum VIII (after waKita 

2009, fig. 3.7.17, redrawn); 
no. 3: Tell Mardikh/Ebla, late phase Mardikh IIB2 

(after D’anDrea 2018b, fig 10.22, 
© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria; 
no. 4: Tell Mastuma (after tsuneKi 2009, 

fig. 3.19.13, redrawn); 
no. 5: Tell Afis, phase Afis IV–V (after felli and 

merluzzi 2008, fig. 5.9, redrawn); 
nos. 6–7: Tell Mardikh/Ebla, late phase Mardikh IIB2 

(after D’anDrea 2019c, figs. 5.17, 10.3, 
© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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L ev ant. 1 6 4  Mo reo v er,  no t o nl y  at s o m e E arl y   
B ro nz e I V  s i tes  trans i t i o nal  v es s el  f o r m s  ap p ear th at 
are h arb i ng ers  o f  t h e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e tradi ti o n,  
b u t ab o v e al l  t h ere are s tr i k i ng  s i m i l ar i t i es  b et w een 
p o tter y  t y p es  attes ted i n as s em b l ag es  dati ng  to  t h e 
l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I V   p h as e i n th e eas tern Dead S ea 
b as i n and to  th e i ni t i al  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  ( =  Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e I I A)  p h as e at s i tes  i n th e no rth ern and o n th e 
c o as tal  areas  o f  t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  am o ng  w h i c h ,  i n 
p arti c u l ar c l o s e - s h ap ed c ari nated b o w l s  ( F i g s .  1 6 . 1 –
7 ,  1 7 . 1 – 5 ,  7 – 8 )  and s trai g h t- s i ded c o o k i ng  p o t s  w i t h  
u np i erc ed s team  h o l es  ( F i g s .  1 6 . 8 – 9 ,  1 8 . 8 )  t h at are  
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 6 4  ilan 1 9 9 5 ,  3 0 1 – 3 0 4 ;  cohen 2002, 54, 107–109, figs. 
3 a– 3 b , 1 2 ;  2 0 1 7 ;  maeiR 2010, 64, 136–139, figs. 8, 59; 
D’anDRea 2014a, Vol. 1, 281–282, fig. 6.4; 2014d, 154–
155, fig. 1; 2019a, 70–72, fig. 5.

c o ns i dered t y p i c al  o f  t h e Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  p o tter y   
h o r i z o n ( F i g .  1 6 . 1 1 – 1 7 ) . 1 6 5  T h e m ai n o p en res earc h   
question is whether this documentation reflects 
a s h i f t i n s ettl em ent p atterns  b et w een t w o  p h as es   
th at f o l l o w ed o ne ano th er i n ti m e o r t w o  di f f erent  
facies th at w ere attes ted at th e s am e p o i nt i n ti m e 
i n di f f erent reg i o ns . 1 6 6  T h i s  i s s u e i s  c u rrentl y  
u nres o l v ed b ec au s e c o nti nu o u s  E arl y  B ro nz e I V –
Middle Bronze I sequences with stratified evidence 
as s o c i ated w i t h  radi o m etr i c  deter m i nati o ns  f o r eac h  
p h as e are l ac k i ng ,  and th e av ai l ab l e radi o m etr i c  
dates  are rel ated to  ei t h er o ne- p h as e E arl y   

1 6 5  D’anDRea 2014d, fig. 9; 2019a, 70–72, fig. 4; 2020a, 409, 
fig. 22.4. For the early Middle Bronze I close-shaped 
c ari nated b o w l s  and s trai g ht - s i ded c o o k i ng p o ts  s ee, 
res p ec ti v el y :  ilan and maRcuS 2 0 1 9 , 1 2 , p l . 1 . 2 . 6. 1 – 7 , 1 4 , 
fig. 1.2.12.1–7.

1 6 6  nigRo 2 0 0 3 a, 1 3 9 ;  2 0 0 7 , 3 6 7 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 4 a, V o l . 1 , 
2 8 0 ;  2 0 1 9 a, 7 2 ;  2 0 2 0 a, 4 0 9 – 4 1 0 ;  i n p res s ;  cohen 2 0 1 7 ,  
3 6 – 3 7 ,  3 9 .

Fig. 15  Late Early Bronze IVB pottery assemblage from Tell Mardikh/Ebla with bowl types pre-announcing 
the Middle Bronze Age tradition (© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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Fig. 16  “Late” Early Bronze IV pottery types (nos. 1–9) from the southern Levant compared to initial Middle 
Bronze I shapes (nos. 10–16); no. 1: Bab edh-Dhra‘, Stratum I (after rast and schauB 2003,  

pl. 116.36, redrawn); no. 2: Khirbet Iskander, Tomb D2 (after Peterman and richarD 2010, fig. 10.3.2, redrawn); 
no. 3: Bab edh-Dhra‘, Tomb A 52 (after rast and schauB 2003, fig. 276.19, redrawn); no. 4: ‘Aro’er, Level VIa 

(after oláVarri 1969, fig. 4.17, redrawn); nos. 5–6: Bab edh-Dhra‘, Stratum I (after rast and schauB 2003,  
pl. 112.21, 23, redrawn); no. 7: Khirbet Ader, Phase B (after cleVelanD 1960, fig. 14.13, redrawn); no. 8: 

Khirbet Iskander, Area C, Phase C (after richarD et al. 2010, pl. 17.16, redrawn); no. 9: ‘Aro‘er, Level Via (after 
oláVarri 1960, fig. 5, no. 12, redrawn); nos. 10–11: Ras el-‘Ain/Aphek, Phase 1 (after BecK 1985, fig. 2.3–4, 

redrawn); no. 23: Tell el-Hayyat, Phase 5 (after falconer and fall 2006, fig. 4.2.h, redrawn); nos. 13–14: Gesher, 
Graves 19 and 9 (after cohen and Bonfil 2007, figs. 5.9.5, 5.12.2, redrawn); nos. 15–16: Ras el-‘Ain/Aphek (after 

ilan and marcus 2019, pl. 1.2.12.7 and 3 respectively, redrawn)
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B ro n z e I V  c o ntex ts  ( B ab  edh - Dh ra‘ 1 6 7 )  o r to  earl y  
Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e c o ntex ts  w h i c h  are no t p rec eded 
b y  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  o c c u p ati o n,  l i k e T el l  el - ‘ I f s h ar/  
T el  H ef er o n th e S h aro n P l ai n1 6 8  and ev en T el l   

1 6 7  RaSt and SchauB 2 0 0 3 ,  6 3 9 – 6 4 0 :  s am p l e 1 3 4 0 1 6 :  2 3 4 1 –
2 1 3 9  c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a) ,  2 4 6 2 – 2 1 2 8  c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) ;  
s am p l e 1 3 4 0 1 7 :  2 1 4 5 – 2 0 1 3  c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a) ,  2 2 1 1 – 1 9 1 5  
c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) ;  P - 2 5 7 3 :  2 2 9 0 – 2 1 3 1  c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a) ,  
2 3 5 1 – 2 0 2 6  c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) ;  s am p l e S I - 2 8 7 2 ,  2 3 4 2 –
2 1 4 1  c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a) ,  2 4 6 2 – 2 1 2 8  c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) ;  
s am p l e S I - 2 8 7 5 :  2 0 3 9 – 1 8 8 9  c al B C  ( 1 - s i g m a) ,  2 1 3 9 – 1 7 5 3  
c al B C  ( 2 - s i g m a) .

1 6 8  maRcuS 2013, 185, tabs. 15.1–15.3, figs. 15.3–15.4, 15.6–
1 5 . 7 :  radi o c arb o n dates  f o r th e earl i es t Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  
p h as e at th e s i te f al l  i n th e i nterv al  b etw een 1 9 4 2 – 1 8 7 6 
( 1 - s i g m a)  and 1 9 7 7 – 1 7 6 7 ( 2 - s i g m a) ;  m o del l ed dates  are 
1 9 1 2 – 1 8 4 2  1 - s i g m a) .

el - H ay y at. 1 6 9  C l i m ate c h ang e and env i ro nm ental  
deg radati o n du r i ng  th e 2 0 t h  c entu r y  B C E  are 
s u g g es ted b y  p ro x y  data f o r th e eas tern Dead S ea 
b as i n and s o u t h - c entral  T rans j o rdan and h av e 

1 6 9  At T el l  el - H ay y at ev i denc e o f  a l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
occupation has been identified in Phase 6, which is 
radi o c arb o n- dated to  th e i nterv al  b etw een 1 9 2 1  and 1 8 8 7  
( m o del l ed dates  af ter falconeR, fall and höflmayeR 
2 0 2 1 ,  2 7 ,  T ab .  5 ,  i n p l ac e o f  h i g h er m o del l ed dates  
b etw een 1 9 4 9  and 1 9 0 7  c al B C  p u b l i s h ed i n falconeR and 
fall 2 0 1 9 ,  7 2  and tab .  5 . 2 .  H o w ev er,  th i s  o c c u p ati o n i s  
th u s  f ar rep res ented o nl y  b y  p o ttery  s h erds  retri ev ed i n a 
basal layer of sterile soil of “apparently reworked nature” 
c o nnec ted w i th  l ev el l i ng  and c l eari ng  at th e ti m e o f  th e 
c o ns tru c ti o n o f  th e P h as e 5  tem p l e ( falconeR and fall 
2 0 0 6 ,  3 3 ) ,  th eref o re,  th e radi o c arb o n dates  c anno t b e u s ed 
to  date th e term i nal  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e at th e s i te.

Fig. 17  Close-shaped bowls with rounded carination (nos. 1–5, 6–7) and fragment of straight-sided cooking 
pots from Early Bronze IV assemblages of Khirbet Iskander 

(photo by the author, © Khirbat Iskandar Expedition)
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Fig. 18  Temples in antis with antae moved toward the entrance to the cult room in the 3rd and 2 millennium BCE; 
nos. 1–2: Tell el-Hayyat, Phase 5 and Phase 4 temples, Middle Bronze I (after falconer and fall 2006, 

fig. 2.1.a–b, redrawn); nos. 3–5: Tabaqat Fahl/Pella, “Green Mudbrick Temple”, Phase 1, Stratum XI.3b, Middle 
Bronze I(=IIA) “Brown Mudbrick Temple”, Phase 2, Stratum XI.3a, Middle Bronze I(=IIA), and “Stone anten-

temple”, StratumXI.2, Middle Bronze II (=IIB) (after BourKe 2012 tab. 1, redrawn, not to scale); no. 6: Tell 
Halawa B, Bau I, Phase 1c–a (after werner 1994, fig. on page 129, redrawn), Early Bronze II–III; no. 7: Tell 

Hariri/Mari, Temple Tour, Ville II, Early Bronze IVA (after Parrot 1974, fig. 38, redrawn); no. 8: Tell Mardikh/
Ebla, Shrine HH5, Early Bronze IVB (© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria); no. 9: Tell Mardikh/Ebla, 

Shrine G3, Middle Bronze I-II (© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria); no. 10: Tell Hariri/Mari, Temple of 
Ninhursag Ville III, late(?) Early Bronze IVB–early Middle Bronze II (after Parrot 1974, fig. 53, redrawn)
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b een c o ns i dered as  p o s s i b l e f ac to rs  di m i ni s h i ng  
th e c arr y i ng  c ap ac i t i es  o f  s i tes  and l eadi ng  to  th ei r 
des erti o n at th e end o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V . 1 7 0  H o w ev er,  
o t h er f ac to rs  m ay  l i e b eh i nd th e end o f  p er m anent 
s ettl em ents  i n a reg i o n th at h ad p ro v ed res i l i ent to  
m u l t i f ac to r i al  c r i s i s  al ready  i n th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  
B C E ,  as  di s c u s s ed ab o v e.  C o ns i deri ng  th at s tarti ng  
f ro m  earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  tell - s i tes  i n T rans j o rdan 
s eem  l o c ated o nl y  i n th e J o rdan V al l ey , 1 7 1  th e o p eni ng  
o f  new  trade ro u tes  c u tti ng  c entral  and s o u t h ern 
T rans j o rdan o f f  f ro m  m aj o r c o m m erc i al  i nterac ti o ns   
 

1 7 0  finKelStein and langgut 2014, 222–226, fig. 3.
1 7 1 maeiR 2010, figs. 58–62.

m i g h t b e ano th er p o s s i b l e o r c o nc o m i tant ex p l anati o n 
f o r th e ab ando nm ent o f  p er m anent s ettl em ents  i n th e 
l atter areas  and i n th e C entral  N eg ev ,  as  w el l  as  f o r 
th e c es s ati o n o f  m i ni ng  o p erati o ns  i n th e ‘ Arab ah  
and th e F ay nan w i t h  th e adv ent o f  th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
Ag e. 1 7 2  Mi ni ng  ac ti v i t i es  i n s o u t h ern S i nai  f av o u red 
L ev anti ne- E g y p t i an i nterac ti o ns  i n th i s  reg i o n o f  th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e, 1 7 3  
s tarti ng  f ro m  th e earl y  1 2 t h  Dy nas t y ; 1 7 4  l i k ew i s e, 
ev i denc e o f  L ev anti ne- E g y p t i an i nterac ti o ns  i n th e 
s am e p eri o d are trac eab l e at s i tes  o n th e s o u t h ern 

1 7 2  RoSen 2 0 1 6 ,  2 0 2 ,  2 1 7 – 2 1 8 .
1 7 3  golDwaSSeR 2 0 1 3 ;  cohen 2 0 1 9 ,  8 0 – 8 1 .
1 7 4 RoSen 2 0 1 6 , 2 1 7 ;  cohen 2 0 1 9 ,  8 4 .

Fig. 19  Tell Mardikh/Ebla, Shrine G3; schematic plan 
(a) and general view, looking north (b)  

(© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)

Fig. 20  Tell Maridkh/Ebla, Shrine HH5, schematic 
plan of the religious complex with Temple HH4 and 

Shrine HH5 (a), and general view of Shrine HH5 
looking north-east (b), Early Bronze IVB (© Missione 

Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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L ev anti ne l i tto ral . 1 7 5  Mo reo v er,  o n a m o re g eneral  
s c al e,  f ro m  th e m i d- 2 0 t h  c entu r y  B C E  a trade netw o rk  
b et w een Anato l i a,  S y r i a,  and Mes o p o tam i a w as  
rev i v ed w i t h  th e es tab l i s h m ent o f  th e kārum s y s tem  
o f  c o ntac ts  and th e As s y r i an T rade C o l o ni es 1 7 6  th at 
m i g h t h av e c h ang ed o nc e ag ai n i nter- reg i o nal  p ath s  o f  
p ro c u rem ent o f  raw  m ateri al s ,  ex c l u di ng  s o m e areas  
th at h ad p l ay ed a ro l e i n i nterreg i o nal  di s tr i b u t i o n o f  
c o p p er b ef o re. 1 7 7

I n c o ntras t,  c o ntac ts  b et w een th e S y ro - Mes o -  
p o tam i an areas  and th e no rth - eas t J o rdan V al l ey  
w ere s ti l l  at w o rk  du r i ng  th e earl i es t Mi ddl e B ro nz e I   
p h as e.  As  th e c u rrent au th o r h as  s u g g es ted i n 
p rev i o u s  w o rk s ,  th i s  m ay  b e m i rro red b y  th e p res enc e 

1 7 5  maRcuS et al . 2 0 0 8 ;  maRcuS , poRath and paley 2 0 0 8 ;  
cohen 2 0 1 5 , 2 5 3 – 2 5 5 ;  2 0 1 6 , 4 6 – 4 7 ;  2 0 1 9 , 8 6. O n 
m ari ti m e c o ntac ts , s ee al s o maRcuS 2 0 0 7 .

1 7 6  S ee BaRJamovic 2 0 0 8 ;  2 0 1 1 ;  KulaKoğlu 2 0 1 1 .
1 7 7  I nteres ti ng l y , m etal l o g rap h i c  anal y s i s  o f  m etal  w eap o ns  

f ro m  T el l  ‘ Arq a and B y b l o s  i n no rth ern L eb ano n dati ng 
to Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  h av e s u g ge s ted th at c o p p er f ro m  I ran 
o r O m an w as  u s ed, p ro b ab l y reac h i ng th e c o as t th ro u g h 
Mes o p o tam i a and S y r i a ( el moRR et al . 2 0 1 3 , 4 3 0 0 –
4 3 0 3 ) . S i do n y i el ded addi ti o nal  ev i denc e f o r th e u s e o f  
O m ani  c o p p er i n L eb ano n du ri ng th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e 
Age  ( véRon et al . 2 0 1 1 / 2 0 1 2 , 7 3 ) . 

o f  c u l t b u i l di ng s  th at c an b e as c r i b ed to  f o rei g n 
p ro to t y p es  i n th e earl i es t Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  p h as es  at 
T el l  el - H ay y at ( F i g .  1 8 . 1 – 2 ) ,  and T ab aq at F ah al / P el l a  
( F i g .  1 8 . 3 – 4 ) ,  w h ere th i s  tem p l e l ay o u t w i l l  b e u s ed  
al s o  f o r th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e I I  ( = I I B )  tem p l e ( F i g .  
1 8 . 5 ) .  T h e p arti c u l ar s q u are b u i l di ng s  w i t h  t w o  
p er p endi c u l ar antae f ram i ng  th e entranc e to  th e c el l a 
do c u m ented at th o s e t w o  s i tes 1 7 8  c an b e c o m p ared 
w i t h  S h r i ne G 3  o n th e ac ro p o l i s  o f  E b l a u s ed du r i ng  
Mi ddl e B ro nz e I – I I  ( F i g s .  1 8 . 9 ,  1 9 )  and to  th e T em p l e 
o f  N i n h u rs ag  at T el l  H ari r i / Mari  u s ed b etw een th e 
Shakkanakku and th e Am o r i te p eri o ds  ( F i g .  1 8 . 1 0 ) .  
W h i l e th e res em b l anc e o f  th e earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I   
T rans j o rdani an tem p l es  to  E b l a’s  s h r i ne h as  b een 
tradi ti o nal l y  rec o g ni s ed,  th e c o nnec ti o n to  th e Mari  
tem p l e h as  b een o v erl o o k ed.  An anc es tr y  i n th e 
3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  arc h i tec t u ral  tradi ti o n o f  th e 
E u p h rates  V al l ey  c an b e rec o g ni s ed f o r th i s  t y p e o f  

1 7 8  T h es e earl i er c u l t b u i l di ng s  ap p ear at th e b eg i nni ng  o f  
a s eq u enc e th at w o u l d c u l m i nate i n th e c o ns tru c ti o n o f  
m as s i v e S y ri an- s ty l e tem p l es  at b o th  s i tes ,  th e o ne at T el l  
el - H ay y at b ei ng  a tem p l e in antis w i th  l o ng - ro o m  c el l a,  th e 
o ne at P el l a an i m p res s i v e tri p arti te migdol tem p l e ( s ee,  
res p ec ti v el y ,  falconeR and fall 2006, 84–101 and fig. 6.2; 
BouRKe 2012, 161–164, fig. 3, and 194–195, tab. 1).

Fig. 21  Tell Mardikh/Ebla, view of the main cult room of Shrine HH5 from the top, looking southwest, 
Early Bronze IVB (© Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria)
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Fig. 22  Maps of distribution of temples in antis with antae moved toward the entrance to the cult room during 
the 3rd (a) and 2nd (b) millennia BCE shown in Fig. 18 (base map by M. Zingarello, edits by the author. 

Map data: SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, NEBCO, Landsat, Copernicus through Google Earth Pro and Bing 
Maps Tile System, 2020). 

Plans of temples at Ebla © Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria; plans of temple at Tell Halawa after werner 
1994, fig. on page 129, redrawn; plans of temples at Tell Hariri/Mari after Parrot 1974, figs 38, 53, redrawn; 

plans of temples at Tabaqat Fahl/Pella after, BourKe 2012b, tab. 1, redrawn; plans of temples at Tell el-Hayyat 
after falconer and fall 2006, fig. 2.1.a–b, redrawn. 

All drawings not to scale
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c u l t b u i l di ng s  i n th e s o - c al l ed Bau I  at H al aw a T el l   
B  ( F i g .  1 8 . 6 )  and i n th e Temple Tour at Mari   
( F i g .  1 8 . 7 ) . 1 7 9  H o w ev er,  th e E b l a,  P el l a,  and T el l  el -
H ay y at tem p l es  h av e a di rec t ac c es s  to  th e c el l a 
ac c o rdi ng  to  th e L ev anti ne tradi ti o n,  w h i l e th e 3 rd 
and 2 nd m i l l enni u m  B C E  tem p l es  i n th e E u p h rates  
V al l ey  m enti o ned ab o v e h av e a b ent- ax i s  ap p ro ac h  
th at i s  a p ro to t y p i c al  c h arac teri s t i c  i n th e l atter reg i o n 
s i nc e th e earl i er p h as e o f  th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E . 1 8 0  
H o w ev er,  as  p ro p o s ed b y  th e p res ent au th o r,  S h r i ne 
H H 5  at E b l a ( F i g s .  1 8 . 8 ,  2 0 – 2 1 ) ,  dati ng  f ro m  th e end 
o f  E arl y  B ro nz e I V ,  m i g h t b e an earl i er L ev anti ne 
antec edent w i t h  di rec t ac c es s ,  s u g g es t i ng  an earl i er 
ado p t i o n o f  th i s  tem p l e t y p e i n th e L ev ant. 1 8 1

T h e p ec u l i ar s q u are m u db r i c k  tem p l es  o f  Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e I  at T el l  el - H ay y at and P el l a are th e earl i es t 
Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e tem p l es  attes ted i n th e s o u t h ern  

1 7 9  matthiae 2 0 0 6 , 2 2 4 – 2 2 5 =  2 0 1 3 , 3 2 9 – 3 3 0 ;  D’anDRea 
2014c, 46–49, figs. 6, 9; 2014d, 155, figs. 3–4, 6; 2016b, 
1 9 0 – 1 9 2 , 1 2 , 1 4 – 1 7 ,  w i t h r el ati v e b i b l i o g rap h y .

1 8 0   nováK 2015, 62, figs. 10.20.
1 8 1  D’anDRea 2014c, 49–50, figs. 11–13; 2014d, 155, fig. 5; 

2016b, 192, figs. 3a, 18–19.

L ev ant and th ei r res em b l anc e to  f o rei g n p ro to t y p es  
w i t h  a c l ear anc es tr y  i n a 3 rd and 2 nd m i l l enni a B C E  
arc h i tec t u ral  tradi ti o n o f  th e E u p h rates  R i v er V al l ey  
( F i g .  2 2 )  adap ted l o c al l y  to  th e L ev anti ne c u l t i c  
p rac ti c e o f  tem p l es  w i t h  di rec t ac c es s  needs  to  b e 
ex p l ai ned to o .  T h i s  c o m b i nati o n o f  ex o g eno u s  and 
endo g eno u s  c h arac teri s t i c s  m i g h t i ndi c ate no t j u s t 
l o c al  aw arenes s  o f  f o rei g n arc h i tec t u ral  tradi ti o ns  
b u t adu m b rate th e p o s s i b i l i t y  th at th o s e tem p l es  
w ere u s ed b y  p eo p l e f ro m  di f f erent c o m m u ni t i es  
c ro s s i ng  th e c o rr i do r th at l i n k ed th e E u p h rates  V al l ey  
and no rth ern T rans j o rdan s i nc e al ready  th e earl y  3 rd 
m i l l enni u m  B C E . 1 8 2

1 8 2  T h e c u rrent au th o r h as  s u g ge s ted th at a s i m i l ar 
p h eno m eno n c an b e o b s er v ed al s o at E arl y B ro nz e I I –
I I I  rel i g i o u s  c o m p l ex es , as , f o r i ns tanc e, at K h i rb et ez -
Z eraq o n i n th e no rth er T rans j o rdani an p l ateau , w h ere th e 
s ac red area o f  th e 2 9 t h  c entu r y B C E  i nc l u ded a c i rc u l ar 
p l atf o r m , a tem p l e w i th s i m p l e b ro ad- ro o m  l ay o u t i n th e 
s o u t h ern L ev anti ne tradi ti o n o f  th e E arl y B ro nz e Age , 
and tw o tem p l es  w i th th e v ery s am e l ay o u t ( b u t di f f erent 
c u l t o r i entati o n)  o f  th ei r c o ntem p o rary  Bau I  at H al aw a 
T el l  B  ( D’anDRea 2020e, 11–13, figs. 11 and 13).

Fig. 23  Warrior burials in the Early Bronze IV and Middle Bronze I (=IIA) periods; 
a: Tomb A 41 at Dhahr Mirzbaneh (after laPP 1966, pl. 9a [tomb plan], fig. 24.12–13 [weapons], redrawn), 
b: Tomb 2 from Tell es-Sarem/Tel Rehov (after yoGeV 1985, fig. 4 [weapons], plan 3 [tomb plan], redrawn)
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Interregional Connectivity and the Develop-
ment of Intercultural Visual Codes
T o c o m p l ete th i s  rev i ew  o f  m ateri al  c u l t u re c l u s ters  
c h ang i ng i n th e L ev ant i n rel ati o n to  i nter- reg i o nal  
c o nnec ti o ns  dev el o p i ng b etw een c . 2 6 0 0 and c a. 1 9 0 0 
BCE it will be worth revisiting once again briefly the 
em erg enc e o f  th e s o - c al l ed ‘ w arri o r b u r i al s ’ b etw een 
th e E arl y and Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag es  ( F i g . 2 3 ) . 1 8 3  T h e 
no ti o n th at th e b u r i al s  w i th s ets  o f  w eap o ns  b el o ng ed 
to a c l as s  o f  w arri o rs  o r m erc enari es  em erg i ng i n 
c o nnec ti o n w i th a p res u m ed p eri o d o f  i ns ec u r i t y 
b etw een 2 20 0 – 1 9 0 0 B C E  i s  s ti l l  p res ent i n rec ent 
l i teratu re, 1 8 4  al tho u g h th ere i s  no t eno u g h ev i denc e 
to c o nnec t u nm i s tak ab l y th e i ndi v i du al s  b u r i ed w i th 
w eap o ns  to s u c h s tatu s es  o r ro l es . 1 8 5  L i k ew i s e, w h i l e th e 
ph eno m eno n o f  ‘ w arri o r bu r i al s ’ h as  b een tradi ti o nal l y 
as s o c i ated w i th th e Am o ri tes , 1 8 6  i nterp retati o ns  
c o nnec ted m o re g eneral l y w i th th e c o ns tr u c ti o n o f  
s o c i al  i denti ti es  i n term s  o f  rank o r ro l e w i th i n g i v en 
s o c i eti es , i ndep endentl y f ro m  th e s o c i o c u l t u ral  and/
or ethnic affiliation of the individuals buried with the 
w eap o ns , h av e b een el ab o rated m o re rec entl y . 1 8 7  My  
s u g g es ti o n i s  th at th i s  ph eno m eno n m i g h t b e b etter 
u nders to o d i n th e c o ntex t o f  g radu al  enc r y p ti o n o f  
i nterc u l t u ral  v i s u al  c o des  w i th i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re 
c o nnec ted w i th s o c i al  i denti ty c o ns tr u c ti o n i n a c o ntex t 
o f  i nterreg i o nal  trade and l o ng - di s tanc e m o b i l i t y 
b etw een th e l ate 3 rd and earl y  2 nd m i l l enni u m  B C E . 1 8 8

Metal  s tat u ettes  f ro m  B y b l o s  f ro m  dep o s i t s  i n th e 
T em p l e o f  th e O b el i s k s  s h o w  s ets  c o m p arab l e w i t h  
b o t h  th o s e f o u nd i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  th e 
l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as es  and th o s e o c c u rr i ng  
o n th e S y ro - L eb anes e c o as t,  i n th e Mi ddl e O ro ntes  
V al l ey ,  s o u t h ern S y r i a,  and th e no rth - c entral  J o rdan 

1 8 3  O n th e p h eno m eno n o f  th e ‘ w arri o r b u r i al s ’ s ee oRen 
1 9 7 1 ;  philip 1 9 9 5 ;  2 0 0 7 ;  nigRo 2 0 0 3 b ;  antonetti 2 0 0 5 ;  
gaRfinKel 2 0 0 1 ;  Rhem 2 0 0 3 ;  cohen 2 0 1 2 ;  D’anDRea

2 0 1 3 ;  BRaDBuRy and philip 2 0 1 6 , 3 1 4 , 3 1 8 ;  hauSleiteR , 
D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 ;  gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 ,  1 9 7 – 2 0 0 ;  
pRell 2 0 1 9 ;  montanaRi 2 0 2 0 .

1 8 4  Kaufman 2 0 1 3 , 6 7 0 ;  BuRKe 2 0 1 9 , 8 6 ;  BRaDBuRy and 
philip 2 0 1 7 . Deal i ng w i th th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  ( h i s  
Mi ddl e B ro nz e I I A)  p h eno m eno n o f  th e ‘ w arri o r b u r i al s ’, 
BuRKe ( 2 0 1 4 a, 3 6 1 )  as s o c i ates  th e i ndi v i du al s  b u r i ed w i th 
w eap o ns  as  ( Am o r i te)  m erc enari es  s erv i ng i n th e c o ntex t 
of overland caravan trade flourishing during the Middle 
B ro nz e Age  and, th eref o re, dep i c ts  th em  as  “ i ndi v i du al s  
em p l o y ed i n s u c h a c ap ac i t y , di s p l ay i ng no ev i denc e 
of exposure to armed conflict but often possessing the 
trappings of merchants”.

1 8 5  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  3 1 .
1 8 6 S ee, e . g . , BuRKe 2 0 1 4 a, 3 6 1 ;  2 0 1 4b , 4 0 7 ;  2 0 1 9 , 8 3 – 88 .
1 8 7  homSheR and cRaDic 2 0 1 8 ,  1 0 – 1 2 ;  hauSleiteR and 

zuR 2 0 1 6 ,  1 5 5 – 1 5 8 ;  luciani 2 0 1 6 , 2 5 – 2 6 ;  hauSleiteR , 
D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 , 4 1 4 ;  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  3 1 .

1 8 8  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b , 3 3 , 3 5 ;  s ee al s o hauSleiteR , D’anDRea 
and zuR 2 0 1 8 ,  3 2 6 – 3 2 8 .

V al l ey  du r i ng  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I . 1 8 9  L o o k i ng  at th e 
spatial distribution of progressively codified sets of 
w eap o ns ,  i t s eem s  th at th o s e s ets  s p read al o ng  th e 
L ev anti ne c o as t and i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant ( as  w el l  
as  i n N o rth - W es tern Arab i a)  b et w een th e l ate E arl y  
and th e earl y  Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag es . 1 9 0

L ater el em ents  th at m ay  s u p p o rt th e h y p o t h es i s  
that burials with codified sets of weapons might 
ref er to  i ndi v i du al s  c o nnec ted w i t h  tec h no l o g y ,  trade 
and m o b i l i t y  m o re th an w i t h  w arri o rs  i s  o f f ered 
b y  ref erenc es  to  As i ati c s  i n tex t u al  and p i c to r i al  
E g y p t i an s o u rc es  dati ng  to  th e Mi ddl e K i ng do m  re-
ex am i ned b y  O rl y  G o l dw as s er al s o  i n c o nnec ti o n w i t h   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 8 9  oRen 1971, fig. 5; D’anDRea 2 0 1 3 , 1 4 0 ;  D’anDRea and 
vacca 2 0 1 5 , 5 1 ;  hauSleiteR , D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 ,  
427, fig. 11.

1 9 0 hauSleiteR, D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 .

Fig. 24  The donkey rider iconography in Sinaitic 
stele dating from the Middle Kingdom: 

a) scene from Sinai stela 112 according to the new 
drawing proposed by GolDwasser 2013, fig. 2 , 

redrawn; b) scene from Sinai Stela 405, south-east 
face (after GarDiner, Peet and Černý 1955, 206, 
redrawn); c) scene from Sinai Stela 115, west face 
(after Gardiner, Peet and Černý 1952, pl. XXXIX, 

redrawn)
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the ‘warrior burials’ of Levantine tradition identified 
at T el l  ed- Dab ‘ a,  th e c ap i tal  c i t y  o f  th e H y k s o s  i n 
the Nile Delta. In the first place, Goldwasser recalls 
th at i n th e i ns c r i p t i o n o f  K h nu m o tep  at Dah s h u r i t 
i s  c l earl y  p o s s i b l e to  m ak e a di s t i nc ti o n b et w een th e 
“Unfriendly Canaanite” “represented in the script 
system by the “Kneeling Captive” position”1 9 1  and th e 
“Friendly Asiatic” or “Non-belligerent Canaanite” 
whose classifier is “a peacefully seated Canaanite 
h o l di ng  a C anaani te ‘ ey e’ ax e t y p i c al  o f  th e p eri o d 
o f  th e earl y  1 2 t h  Dynasty”.1 9 2  S ec o ndl y ,  G o l dw as s er 
el ab o rates  o n th e p o s s i b i l i t y  to  i denti f y  “ p ro to t y p i c al  
culturemes” in pictorial representations of Asiatics in 
c o nnec ti o ns  w i t h  w eap o ns  and m o b i l i t y  th at m ay  b e 
ex p res s ed al s o  i n th e arc h aeo l o g i c al  rec o rd f ro m  T el l  
el - Dab ‘ a.  I n f ac t,  h er rev i ew  o f  th e p i c to r i al  rec o rd 
av ai l ab l e f ro m  th e S i nai ti c  s tel e,  dati ng  m o s tl y  to  
th e rei g ns  o f  Am enem h et I I I  and I V , 1 9 3  c o nnec ted 
w i t h  th e ex p l o i tati o n o f  th e S erab i t el - K h adi m  m i nes  
i n s o u t h ern S i nai  h as  al l o w ed h er to  do c u m ent a 
rec u rrent s c h em a th at s h e c o ns i ders  an “ i denti t y  
signifier” of “the Canaanite universe”.

T h i s  s c h em a ( F i g .  2 4 )  c o ns i s t o f  a m ai n c entral  m al e 
figure holding an axe and riding a donkey – the so-
c al l ed ‘ do nk ey - r i der’ –  f ram ed w i t h i n t w o  i ndi v i du al s  
c arr y i ng  a s p ear/ j av el i n –  th e s o - c al l ed ‘ ar m ed b o y ’ 
m o t i f  th at ap p ears  al s o  i n th e B eni  H as an p ai nti ng ,  
l eadi ng  th e p ro c es s i o n o f  As i ati c s . 1 9 4  I t i s  to  th i s  m i l i eu  
o f  “ des ert ex p erts ,  c arav aneers  and entrep reneu rs  ‘ o n 
the move’” emerging from Egyptian pictorial and 
tex t u al  do c u m entati o n,  rath er th an to  w arri o rs ,  th at 
G o l dw as s er h as  c o nnec ted th e i ndi v i du al s  i nh u m ated 
with codified sets of Levantine weapons and bronze 
b el ts ,  and s o m eti m es  as s o c i ated w i t h  eq u i d b u r i al s  i n 
Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e T el l  ed- Dab ‘ a at th e end o f  th e 
1 2 t h  Dy nas t y ,  f u rth er em p h as i s i ng  th at i t i s  l i k el y  
th at al l  s u c h  g ro u p s  i n th e N ear E as t w ere arm ed to  
s o m e ex tent. 1 9 5  This consideration fits well with our 
proposal that the burials with codified sets of weapons 
m ay  h av e no t b een nec es s ari l y  c o nnec ted w i t h  a 
c o nno tati o n o f  th e b u r i ed i ndi v i du al s  as  ‘ w arri o rs ’. 1 9 6

Du r i ng  th e l as t y ears ,  th e p res enc e o f  b u r i al s  w i t h  
s ets  o f  w eap o ns  o f  L ev anti ne ty p e h as  em erg ed 
c o ns p i c u o u s l y  al s o  i n o th er areas  o u t s i de th e L ev ant,  
i n p arti c u l ar N o rth w es t Arab i a,  al th o u g h  i n th e 
l atter c as e,  s u c h  w eap o nri es  m i g h t o c c u r i n c l o s er 
c o nnec ti o n w i t h  a l o c al  el em ent th an i s  o b s er v ed 
i n E g y p t w h ere th ey  ap p ear as s o c i ated rath er 
u nm i s tak ab l y  w i t h  a L ev anti ne p res enc e.  I n f ac t,  at 
T ay m a th e L ev anti ne w eap o ns  are f o u nd i ns i de l o c al  
t y p es  o f  c o ns tr u c ted to m b s ,  as  anal y s ed i n dep th  

1 9 1  golDwaSSeR 2 0 1 3 , 3 5 6 , f n. 1 4 .
1 9 2 golDwaSSeR 2013, 355–356, fn. 14 and fig. 7, citing allen

2 0 0 8 , 3 3 ;  s ee al s o cohen 2 0 1 9 , 8 2 , f n. 1 0 .
1 9 3  cohen 2 0 1 9 ,  8 4 .
1 9 4  golDwaSSeR 2 0 1 3 , 3 5 8 ;  s ee al s o cohen 2 0 1 9 ,  8 0 – 8 3 .
1 9 5  golDwaSSeR 2 0 1 3 , 3 7 1 . S ee al s o pRell 2 0 2 0 ,  3 2 4 .
1 9 6 D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b ,  3 1 .

b y  Arnu l f  H au s l ei ter and Al i na Z u r,  w h o  h av e al s o  
u nderl i ned th at i n th e T ay m a b u r i al s  w i t h  w eap o ns  i t 
i s  th e l o c al  c o m p o nent –  th e to m b  t y p e –  th at i s  v i s i b l e,  
w h i l e th e no n- l o c al  el em ent –  th e s ets  o f  L ev anti ne 
w eap o ns  –  i s  c o nc eal ed th o u g h  i nti m atel y  c o nnec ted 
w i t h  th e i denti t y  o f  th e b u r i ed i ndi v i du al s . 1 9 7

T h e di v ers i t y  o f  th e ev i denc e f ro m  di f f erent reg i o ns  
m i g h t m i rro r a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  s i t u ati o ns  i nc l u di ng  
no n- l o c al  p eo p l e b u r i ed ac c o rdi ng  to  th e tradi ti o ns  
o f  th ei r p l ac es  o f  o r i g i n o r to  c u s t o m s  th at m i g h t 
rec o nnec t w i t h  th ei r p l ac e o f  o r i g i n ( s u c h  as  th e c i s t 
g rav es  at T el l  ed- Dab ‘ a)  and p eo p l e b u r i ed ac c o rdi ng  
to  th e l o c al  tradi ti o ns  ( s u c h  as  th e c o ns tr u c ted g rav es  
at T ay m a) .  W i t h i n s u c h  a di v ers e rec o rd,  th e di f f erent 
v i s u al  em p h as i s  o n f u nerary  tradi ti o ns  and th e s ets  
o f  w eap o ns  o b s er v ed b y  H au s l ei ter and Z u r at T ay m a 
i s  o f  th e g reates t i nteres t.  W h i l e th e g rav e t y p e m ay  
ref er to  th e g eo g rap h i c  o r i g i n o f  th e i ndi v i du al s  
b u r i ed w i t h  th e w eap o ns  and m i g h t h av e b een u s ed 
to  c h arac teri z e th em  c o ns p i c u o u s l y  as  l o c al  o r no n-
l o c al  i n th e di f f erent c as es  th at w e h av e rec al l ed 
ab o v e,  th e s ets  o f  w eap o ns  w ere no t v i s i b l e th o u g h  
th ei r p l ac em ent w i t h i n th e b u r i al s  i n c l o s e c o nnec ti o n 
w i t h  th e dec eas ed deno tes  c l earl y  th ei r f u nc t i o n as  
i denti t y  m ark ers . 1 9 8  H o w ev er,  du r i ng  b o t h  th e E arl y  
Bronze IV and the Middle Bronze Age, their codified 
as s o rt m ent w as  a u ni f y i ng  trend am o ng  th e di f f erent 
dep o s i t i o ns  th at c u t ac ro s s  al l  th e p o s s i b l e di f f erenc es  
i n b u r i al  c u s t o m s  and g rav e/ to m b  t y p es ,  s u g g es t i ng  
a u ni q u e i denti t y / rank / ro l e o f  th e p eo p l e b u r i ed w i t h  
th e w eap o ns  o v erl ap p i ng  w i t h  th ei r i ndi v i du al  eth ni c  
o r s o c i o - c u l t u ral  i denti ti es .  T h i s  q u es t i o n c o u l d 
b e b etter u nders to o d w i t h  a m aj o r c o ntri b u t i o n o f  
bioarchaeology to the definition of the geographical 
o r i g i n( s )  o f  th e p eo p l e i nh u m ated w i t h  w eap o ns  at 
di f f erent p l ac es  i n th e L ev ant and i n th e nei g h b o u r i ng  
areas .  H o w ev er,  th e ev i denc e m i g h t s u p p o rt th e 
h y p o t h es i s  th at th e em erg enc e o f  th i s  p h eno m eno n 
w as  rel ated to  i nc reas i ng  c o ntac ts  dev el o p i ng  f ro m  
l arg e- s c al e ec o no m i c  ac t i v i t i es  ( s u c h  as  m etal  
trade and m etal l u rg y ,  and tex ti l e p ro du c t i o n)  th at 
req u i red l o ng - di s tanc e m o b i l i t y  and i nterreg i o nal  
c o nnec ti v i t y .  T h es e p h eno m ena m i g h t h av e p ro m p ted 
th e need f o r v i s u al  i denti t y  m ark ers  f o r i ndi v i du al s  
w h o  trav el l ed l o ng  di s tanc es  i n c o nnec ti o n w i t h  
c o m m erc i al  o p erati o ns  c u tti ng  ac ro s s  th ei r p o s s i b l e 
di f f erent eth ni c i t y ,  p ro v enanc e,  and s o c i o - c u l t u ral  
affiliations.1 9 9

1 9 7  hauSleiteR and zuR 2 0 1 6 , 1 5 4 – 1 5 7 ;  2 0 1 8 ;  hauSleiteR , 
D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 ,  4 2 7 .

1 9 8  S ee f n. 1 9 6.
1 9 9  hauSleiteR , D’anDRea and zuR 2 0 1 8 , 4 2 1 , 4 2 7 ;  D’anDRea 

2 0 1 9 b ,  3 3 – 3 5 .
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Conclusion: Material Clusters Changing, 
Expanding, and Overlapping in the Levant  
(and beyond) between the 3rd and 2nd Millen-
nium BCE
Du ri ng  th e l as t t w enty  y ears  u rb an el i tes ’ em u l ati o n 
h as  b ec o m e th e m o del  par excellence f o r c h ang es  
o b s er v ab l e i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re o f  t h e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant du r i ng  th e l o c al  no n- u rb an E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
p er i o d,  p arti c u l arl y  f o r th e em erg enc e and s p read 
o f  new  v es s el  s h ap es  ap p arentl y  as s o c i ated w i t h  
c o ns u m p t i o n o f  b ev erag es  and b u r i al  c u s t o m s .  
L i k ew i s e,  s em i no m adi c  p as to ral i s m ,  c l i m ati c  c h ang e 
and m i g rati o ns  o f  ref u g ees  h av e b een c o ns i dered 
p r i m e f ac to rs  to  ex p l ai n ev i denc e f o r h u m an m o b i l i t y  
and c h ang es  i n arc h aeo l o g i c al  c l u s ters  ac ro s s  t h e 
L ev ant and th e nei g h b o u r i ng  reg i o ns  i n th e c ent u r i es  
th at l ed to  th e trans i t i o n f ro m  t h e E arl y  to  t h e Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag es . 2 0 0  H ere w e h av e p ro p o s ed s o m e re-
ex am i nati o n o f  t h e arc h aeo l o g i c al  ev i denc e f o r 
trans f o r m ati o ns  i n th e m ateri al  c u l t u re th at m ay  
m i rro r b ro ader ( s o c i o - p o l i t i c al ,  s o c i o ec o no m i c ,  o r 
s o c i o c u l t u ral )  c h ang es  th ro u g h  t h e l ens  o f  h i g h er 
chronological and spatial definition that are now 
possible thanks to a wider set of stratified data for 
b o t h  t h e no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant.

W e b y  no  m eans  i ntend to  r u l e o u t th at i n th e 
ti m es p an u nder rev i ew  el i te em u l ati o n,  c u l t u ral  and/
o r tec h no l o g i c al  trans f er,  m o v em ents  o f  p as to ral i s t s  
and c l i m ati c  c h ang e di d no t tak e p l ac e at al l ,  and w e 
h av e tri ed to  i nc l u de ev i denc e f o r th es e p h eno m ena 
w h en rel ev ant to  th e ab o v e anal y s i s  and di s c u s s i o n 
o f  data.  R ath er,  w e w i s h  to  s tres s  th e i m p o rtanc e o f  
di s c r i m i nati ng  b et w een m i c ro - l o c al  res p o ns es  and 
m ac ro - l o c al  c h ang es  th o u g h  retai ni ng  a l arg e- s c al e 
s p ati al  ap p ro ac h  to  g et th e b i g  p i c t u re,  as  w el l  as  
o f  c o ns i deri ng  th e l o ng - ter m  p ers p ec t i v e to  b etter 
u nders tand trans f o r m ati o ns  m i rro red b y  c h ang es  i n 
m ateri al  c u l t u re.

T h e s p ati al  di s tr i b u t i o n o f  m ateri al  c u l t u re ac ro s s  
th e L ev ant b et w een c .  2 6 0 0  and c .  1 9 0 0  B C E  s u g g es ts  
th at th ere are at l eas t th ree s tag es  w h en w e c an s ee 
arc h aeo l o g i c al  c l u s ters  c h ang i ng ,  res p ec t i v el y  at th e 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n,  w i t h i n ‘ earl i er’ and 
‘ l ater’ E arl y  B ro nz e I V ,  and at th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V /
Mi ddl e B ro nz e I  nex u s ,  eac h  ti m e i n res p o ns e to  
s o c i o - p o l i t i c al  and s o c i o - ec o no m i c  v i c i s s i t u des ,  and 
o f ten ac c o m p ani ed b y  s o c i o c u l t u ral  trans f o r m ati o ns  
to o .  Mo b i l i t y  and m i g rati o n th at h av e b een s o  
m u c h  c o nnec ted w i t h  m ateri al  c u l t u re c h ang es  and 
trans f o r m ati o ns  ac ro s s  th e L ev ant i n th es e p eri o ds  
h av e no t y et b een i nv es ti g ated s y s tem ati c al l y  th ro u g h  
th e l ens  o f  b i o arc h aeo l o g y ,  w h i c h  h as  j u s t s tarted to  
b e ap p l i ed to  th e L ev anti ne datas ets  f o r th e E arl y  

2 0 0  T h e s tate o f  res earc h o n th es e i s s u es  i n L ev anti ne 
arc h aeo l o g y i s  di s c u s s ed th ro u g h o u t th e p res ent p ap er, 
w i th l i teratu re;  f o r an o v erv i ew  and ex am i nati o n o f  
th es e m atters  f ro m  th e p o i nt o f  v i ew  o f  E g y p to l o g y , s ee 
pRiglingeR 2 0 1 8 ;  2 0 1 9 a;  2 0 1 9 b .  

and Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag es . 2 0 1  H o w ev er,  w i t h i n th i s  
l o ng  ti m es p an,  ev en u s i ng  m o re tradi ti o nal  m eth o ds  
different archaeological clusters can be identified 
that overlap differentially and reflect the diversity of 
p h eno m ena tak i ng  p l ac e i n th o s e reg i o ns  as  w el l  as  
di f f erent w ay s  and s c al es  o f  i ntra-  and i nterreg i o nal  
c o nnec ti v i t y .

As  di s c u s s ed ab o v e,  th e real i g n m ent o f  th e 
arc h aeo l o g i c al  p eri o di z ati o n f o r th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  
B C E  i n th e no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant b ro u g h t b y  
th e h i g h er ab s o l u te dates  f o r th e s o u t h ern L ev anti ne 
E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  and I V  h as  s o m e adv antag es ,  i n 
p arti c u l ar th e p o s s i b i l i t y  to  ap p rec i ate a c o m p arab l e 
f o r m ati v e s tag e o f  u rb ani z ati o n tak i ng  p l ac e i n th e 
no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e 
I I I .  T rans f o r m ati o ns  du r i ng  th e l ate E arl y  B ro nz e I I I  
and aro u nd th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n,  to o k  
p l ac e p ro g res s i v el y  w i t h  a s h i f t f ro m  a h o m o g eneo u s  
f o r m ati v e p h as e o f  u rb ani s ati o n to  di f f erenti ated 
reg i o nal  traj ec to r i es  du r i ng  E arl y  B ro nz e I V   
( c .  2 5 0 0 – 1 9 5 0  B C E ) .  C o nti nu o u s  u rb ani s m ,  th o u g h  
w i t h  i m p o rtant i nternal  c h ang es ,  dev el o p ed i n 
th e no rth ,  and a l o ng  no n- u rb an p eri o d,  th o u g h  
w i t h  i nternal  dev el o p m ents ,  b eg an i n th e s o u t h . 2 0 2  
However, at present we do not have enough stratified 
evidence to fill a longer Early Bronze IV period 
in the southern Levant; the definition of the initial 
E arl y  B ro nz e I V  i n th e l atter reg i o n i s  s t i l l  b l u rr y  
and th e du rati o n o f  di f f erent l o c al  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  
s u b - p h as es  i s  s t i l l  u n k no w n. 2 0 3  H o w ev er,  i t s eem s  
th at f ro m  c .  2 6 0 0 / 2 5 0 0  B C E  S y r i a and no rth ern 
Lebanon transitioned to a flourishing and more 
dev el o p ed p h as e o f  u rb ani s m ,  ac c o m p ani ed b y  
th e ado p t i o n o f  new  c o nv i v i al  p rac ti c es  and th e 
as s o c i ated s ets  o f  b anq u eti ng  v es s el s  i ns p i red b y  
di f f erent f o rei g n p ro to t y p es  th at m i rro red new  
i nterreg i o nal  i nterac ti o ns .  I n c o ntras t,  th e s o u t h ern 
L ev ant ex p eri enc ed th e c r i s i s  o f  l o c al  u rb ani z ati o n,  
w i t h  di f f erenti ated l o c al i s ed res p o ns es  rang i ng  f ro m  
dec l i ne to  res i l i enc e,  s t i l l  u nder i nv es ti g ati o n.  T h i s  
m i g h t h av e del ay ed th e i nc l u s i o n o f  th e l atter reg i o n i n 
th e s c enari o  o f  i nc reas i ng  i nterreg i o nal  c o nnec ti o ns  
b et w een th e no rth ern L ev ant,  Anato l i a,  th e eas tern 
Aeg ean,  th e Mi ddl e E u p h rates ,  and Mes o p o tam i a 
dev el o p i ng  f ro m  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I I I / I V  trans i t i o n. 2 0 4

The second change took place between the first and 
th e s ec o nd h al f  o f  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d,  w h en,  
des p i te th e di f f erent reg i o nal  dev el o p m ents ,  b o t h  th e 
no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant w i tnes s ed i m p o rtant 
internal re-configurations between ‘earlier’ and ‘later’ 
Early Bronze IV phases influencing the development  
o f  new  c o nnec ti o ns  and c h ang es  i n m ateri al  c u l t u re  
c l u s ters  th at to o k  p l ac e di f f erenti al l y  at i ndi v i du al  

2 0 1  haBeR et al . 2 0 1 7 ;  agRanat-tamiR et al . 2 0 2 0 ;  
SKouRtanioti et al . 2 0 2 0 ;  StantiS et al .  2 0 2 0 .

2 0 2  D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b .
2 0 3  gReenBeRg 2 0 1 9 ,  1 3 8 .
2 0 4 O n th es e c o nnec ti o ns , s ee mazzoni 2 0 2 0 ,  1 5 – 2 0 .
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s i tes  and areas  w i t h i n th o s e reg i o ns .  I n th e no rth ern 
L ev ant,  th e f al l  o f  E b l a’s  terri to r i al  s tate th at h ad b een 
a m aj o r reg i o nal  enti t y ,  p ro m p ted a reneg o t i ati o n 
o f  ec o no m i c  and p o l i t i c al  p o w er am o ng  di f f erent 
s u b reg i o ns  as  w el l  as  am o ng  di f f erent c o m p o nents  o f  
th e l o c al  c o m m u ni t i es  th at w o u l d l ay  th e f o u ndati o ns  
f o r th e s o c i al  o rder o f  th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e,  th e 
ti m e o f  th e Am o r i te dy nas ti es .  As  s ai d ab o v e,  th i s  
reconfiguration might have involved to some extent 
al s o  th e areas  l o c ated at th e no rth ernm o s t f r i ng es  
o f  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  w h ere l o c al  v ers i o ns  o f  th e 
‘ g rey  w ares ’ t y p i c al  o f  C entral  S y r i a w ere p ro du c ed 
as  a s i g n no t j u s t o f  i nterac ti o n b u t al s o  o f  m aj o r 
i nteg rati o n w i t h  s i tes  i n th e l atter reg i o n. 2 0 5

I n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant,  a w eb  o f  s edentar y  
s ettl em ents  w as  es tab l i s h ed and dev el o p ed i n th e 
w ak e o f  rec o v er y  f ro m  c r i s i s  and new  g ro w t h  des p i te 
th e c o nti nu i ng  l ac k  o f  u rb ani s ati o n.  T h e s p ati al  
di s tr i b u t i o n o f  t h e new  tec h no - s t y l i s t i c  el em ents  and 
c l as s es  o f  artef ac t s  deri v ed f ro m  ex o t i c  p ro to t y p es  
s u g g es t s  m u l t i p l e and di f f erenti ated c o ntac ts  
t h ro u g h  m aj o r p ath s  o f  c o nnec t i v i t y ,  r u nni ng  no rth -
s o u t h  al o ng  th e c o as t and i nl and,  th ro u g h  w h i c h  
eac h  reg i o n w i t h i n th e s o u t h ern L ev ant ado p ted 
and adap ted di f f erent el em ents . 2 0 6  C ertai nl y ,  a 
m aj o r f ac to r p ro j ec t i ng  th e s o u t h ern L ev ant i nto  
m u l t i di rec t i o nal  i nterreg i o nal  c o nnec t i v i t y  w as  
c o p p er m i ni ng  and tradi ng  o n a g rand s c al e.  W h i l e 
i t i s  reas o nab l e th at m i ni ng  ac t i v i t i es  i n th e ‘ Arab ah  
and th e F ay nan reg i o ns  m i g h t h av e dev el o p ed f ro m  
exploitation during the first half of Early Bronze IV  
( t h o u g h  no t th u s  f ar v i s i b l e arc h aeo l o g i c al l y ) ,  
there is sufficient archaeological evidence that 
ex p l o i tati o n o f  l o c al  c o p p er o n a c o m m erc i al  s c al e 
to o k  p l ac e i n th e l ater E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p h as e,  w h en 
th e di s r u p t i o n o f  t h e Anato l i an T rade N et w o rk  
aro u nd c .  2 2 0 0  B C E  m ay  h av e p ro v i ded a c h anc e f o r 
th e s o u t h ern L ev ant to  s ati s f y  i nterreg i o nal  dem and 
f o r c o p p er.  T h es e p ro c es s es  o n th e o ne h and l ai d th e 
f o u ndati o n b o t h  f o r th e ado p t i o n and adap tati o n o f  
f o rei g n s ets  o f  m ateri al  attri b u tes  th at w o u l d ap tl y  
f u el  t h e new  rel ati o ns  th at i ndi v i du al  s u b reg i o ns  h ad 
w i t h  c ertai n ex ternal  areas .  O n th e o t h er h and,  th es e 
c o ntac ts  p ro m p ted tec h no l o g i c al  trans f er i nto  th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant f ro m  t h e nei g h b o u r i ng  areas  w h ere 
m o re adv anc ed tec h ni c al  k no w l edg e i n b o t h  p o tter y  
m ak i ng  and m etal l u rg y  h ad b ec o m e es tab l i s h ed 
earl i er, 2 0 7  b u t ,  al o ng  w i t h  t h i s ,  i ntens e i ntrareg i o nal  
c o nnec t i v i t y  m i g h t h av e b een a c o nc o m i tant 
m ec h ani s m  o f  trans m i s s i o n o f  tec h no l o g i c al   
 

2 0 5  D’anDRea 2 0 2 0 d,  1 3 6 – 1 3 8 .
2 0 6 D’anDRea and vacca 2015, 47–51, figs. 2–8; 2020, 125 –

1 2 6 ,  1 2 8 – 1 3 0 ; D’anDRea 2 0 1 8 a;  coopeR 2 0 2 0 ,  1 1 7 – 1 1 8 .
2 0 7  F o r th e ti n- b ro nz e tec h no l o g y , s ee al ready philip 1 9 9 1 ,  

9 0 – 9 8 ;  f o r th e w h eel - c o i l i ng tec h ni q u e, s ee e. g . Roux 
and thalmann 2 0 1 6 , 1 1 7 – 1 2 0 and homSheR and cRaDic 
2 0 1 8 ,  1 7 .

i nf o r m ati o n at a m u c h  m o re c ap i l l ar y  l ev el  ac ro s s  
t h e s o u t h ern L ev ant.

F i nal l y ,  u nders tandi ng  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V / Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e I  nex u s  i n th e L ev ant i s  s t i l l  a c r i t i c al  i s s u e 
and th ere w ere c ertai nl y  s u b s tanti al  c h ang es  f ro m  
o ne p h as e to  th e nex t and f ro m  o ne tradi ti o n to  th e 
o th er.  B o t h  i n th e no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant,  th e 
Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e s o c i o c u l t u ral  c o m p l ex  dev el o p ed 
i n th e w ak e o f  s u b s tanti al  c o nti nu i t y  w i t h  l ate E arl y  
Bronze IV, but with significant changes that were the 
o u t c o m es  o f  l o ng - ter m  f ac to rs  p ai red w i t h  i m p o rtant 
ex ternal  s t i m u l i , 2 0 8  i nc l u di ng  i ntens e i nterreg i o nal  
m o b i l i t y  and th e p o s s i b l e p res enc e o f  ‘ f o rei g ners ’ 
f ro m  th e nei g h b o u r i ng  reg i o ns  i n b o t h  th e no rth ern 
and s o u t h ern L ev ant i n c o nnec ti o n w i t h  ec o no m i c  
ac t i v i t i es .  T h i s  p ro c es s  m ay  h av e p av ed th e w ay  f o r 
g ro w i ng  m ateri al  c u l t u re h o m o g eni s ati o n b et w een th e 
no rth ern and s o u t h ern L ev ant ( and b ey o nd)  and to  a 
p h as e o f  re- al i g n m ent o f  th e t w o  reg i o nal  traj ec to r i es  
i n a new  p an- L ev anti ne u rb an p h as e i n th e Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag e f ro m  th e 1 9 t h  to  th e 1 6 t h  c entu r y  B C E .

O ne o f  th e m o s t i m p o rtant as p ec ts  o f  s u c h  g ro w i ng  
h o m o g eni s ati o n i s  th e s p read o f  b u r i al s  o f  i ndi v i du al s  
with progressively codified sets of weapons starting 
f ro m  th e l ate 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E  and l as ti ng  i nto  
th e 2 nd m i l l enni u m  B C E .  T h i s  i s ,  at th e s am e ti m e,  
a s i g n o f  a c ertai n deg ree o f  c o nti nu i t y  i n s o c i o -
ec o no m i c  s tr u c t u res  b et w een th e E arl y  and Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag es .  Mo reo v er,  th i s  i s  th e o u tc o m e o f  a need 
f o r a m edi u m  to  c h arac teri s e s o c i al  i denti ti es  w i t h i n 
c o m m u ni c ati o n at a ‘ s u p ra- reg i o nal ’ l ev el  q u i te 
l i k el y  c o nnec ted w i t h  trade,  c u tti ng  ac ro s s  al l  th e 
di f f erenc es  i n th e m ateri al  c o rrel ates  o f  i nterac ti o ns  
rec o g ni s ab l e at s m al l er s p ati al  s c al es .  Al th o u g h  a 
o ne- to - o ne c o rrel ati o n o f  b u r i al s  w i t h  s ets  o f  w eap o ns  
and ‘ w arri o rs ’ o r m erc enari es  s t i l l  res o nates  i n rec ent 
s c h o l ars h i p , 2 0 9  as  w el l  as  th ei r ex c l u s i v e as s o c i ati o n 
w i t h  th e Am o r i tes , 2 1 0  th e need f o r new  i nter p retati v e 
c o ns tr u c t s  th at m ay  tak e i nto  ac c o u nt h o m o g enei t y  
o f  th e s ets  o f  w eap o ns  ac ro s s  s p ac e and ti m e w i t h i n 
di v ers i t y  o f  b u r i al  p rac ti c es  at di f f erent p l ac es  h as  
b een adv o c ated. 2 1 1  I n a q u es t f o r th e anc es tr y  o f  v i s u al  
c ano ns  ado p ted as  i denti t y  m ark ers  o v er s u c h  a w i de 
s p ati al  s c al e and th ro u g h  q u i te a l o ng  s p an o f  ti m e 
I  h av e rec entl y  rec al l ed th at th e c l o s e c o nnec ti o n 
b et w een i ndi v i du al s  and w eap o ns  rec u rs  o n s eal  
i m p res s i o ns  f o u nd i n th e area b etw een th e E u p h rates  
V al l ey  and no rth - w es tern S y r i a rep res enti ng  a 

2 0 8  F o r th e no rth ern L ev ant, s ee moRanDi BonacoSSi 2 0 1 4 ;  
f o r th e s o u t h ern L ev ant, s ee homSheR and cRaDic 2 0 1 8 ,  
1 0 – 1 9 .

2 0 9  cohen 2 0 1 2 ;  KettleR and levi 2 0 1 6 ;  BuRKe 2 0 1 9 , 8 6 and 
s ee al s o BuRKe 2 0 1 7 ,  2 8 7 .

2 1 0  geRnez 2007, 124–125;  2 0 1 2 , 1 2 0 ;  BuRKe 2 0 1 4 a, 3 6 1 ;  
2 0 1 4b , 4 0 7 ;  2 0 1 9 , 8 3 – 88 . S ee al s o BRaDBuRy and philip 
2017.

2 1 1  luciani 2 0 1 6 , 2 5 – 2 6 ;  hauSleiteR , D’anDRea and zuR 
2 0 1 8 ,  4 2 6 – 4 2 8 ;  homSheR and cRaDic 2 0 1 8 ,  1 0 – 1 1 .
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Fig. 25  Iconographies of armed individuals or individuals connected with weapons (coloured in grey); 
no. 1: seal impression UMM04 G-001 from Umm el-Marra, Early Bronze III (after schwartz et al. 2012, fig. 
17, redrawn); no. 2: seal impression 3H 380 from Hama Level J5, Early Bronze IVA (after raVn 1960, 98–99, 
no. 119, redrawn); no. 3: seal impression UMM99 G-1 from Umm el-Marra, Early Bronze IVB (redrawn after 

schwartz et al. 2003, fig. 4); nos. 4–6: seal impressions TM.68.D.30, TM.90.P.327 and TM.77.G.477 from 
Tell Mardikh/Ebla, Early Bronze IVA (respectively after mazzoni 1992, A3, pls. IV, XI; mazzoni 1993, A46, 
fig. 6, pl. 73.2 and mazzoni 1992, A16, pls. VI, XIV; © Missione Archeologica Italiana in Siria); no. 7: seal 
impression with the theme of the ‘Master of Animals’ from Fara, Early Dynastic Period (after amiet 1980, 

pl. 64, no. 857, redrawn); no. 8: petroglyphs at Har Nafḥa in the Central Negev (after schwimer and yeKutieli 
2017, third illustration, redrawn); no. 9: graffiti on the walls of Tomb P3 at Tell es-Sultan/Jericho (after Kenyon 

1965, pl. 7.2, redrawn). Drawings not to scale
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p ers o nag e ei th er arm ed o r c o nnec ted w i t h  w eap o ns  
in the act of protecting or defending the flocks. 2 1 2  
T h es e s eal  i m p res s i o ns  do c u m ent an i c o no g rap h y  
of protection of the flocks attested from Early  
B ro nz e I I I  to  E arl y  B ro nz e I V B  ( F i g .  2 5 . 1 – 6 ) . 2 1 3  T h e 
c o m p l ex  el ab o rati o n o f  th i s  l o c al  th em e h as  b een 
anal y s ed i n s ev eral  w o rk s ,  p o i nti ng  o u t a p o s s i b l e 
c o nnec ti o n w i t h  th e p ro to h i s t o r i c  th em e o f  th e ‘ Mas ter 
o f  Ani m al s ’ attes ted i n s o u t h ern Mes o p o tam i a and 
at S u s a s i nc e th e l o c al  L ate C h al c o l i t h i c  p eri o d,  
re- el ab o rated i n a p arti c u l ar l o c al  f as h i o n i n th e 
L ev ant i n th e c o u r s e o f  th e 3 rd m i l l enni u m  B C E ,  
as well as later influences of the Early Dynastic 
Mes o p o tam i an g l y p t i c s  o n th e el ab o rati o n o f  th o s e 
l o c al  i c o no g rap h i es . 2 1 4  I n addi ti o n,  s i m i l ari t i es  
b et w een s o m e c y l i nder s eal  i m p res s i o ns  f ro m  
s o u t h ern Mes o p o tam i a dati ng  f ro m  th e E arl y  
Dy nas ti c  P eri o d and rep ro du c i ng  s c enes  w i t h  th e 
‘ Mas ter o f  Ani m al s ’ and o u r E arl y  B ro nz e I I I – I V  
s p ec i m ens  f ro m  S y r i a ( F i g .  2 5 . 7 )  are no tew o rth y ,  al s o  
for the association of the latter figure with a dagger 
w i t h  c res c ent- s h ap ed h i l t anal y s ed earl i er b y  F ranc es  
P i nno c k . 2 1 5  I nteres ti ng l y ,  as  w e no ti c ed i n a p rev i o u s  
work, an iconography of protection of the flocks by 
an arm ed i ndi v i du al  th at s o m ew ay  rec al l s  th e s c enes  
rep res ented o n th e S y r i an s eal  i m p res s i o ns  s eem s  to  
o c c u r,  i n a l o c al  f as h i o n,  al s o  i n rare dep i c t i o ns  i n th e 
s o u t h ern L ev ant du r i ng  th e E arl y  B ro nz e I V  p eri o d 
( F i g .  2 5 . 8 – 9 ) . 2 1 6

Mo re w o rk  o n th i s  i s s u e i s  needed,  b u t,  i f  th i s  
h y p o t h es i s  i s  c o rrec t,  i t w o u l d s u g g es t th at th e 
v i s u al  c o m p o nents  o f  c o des  p ro g res s i v el y  el ab o rated 
at th e trans i t i o n b et w een th e E arl y  and Mi ddl e 
B ro nz e Ag es  to  c o nv ey  s o c i al  i denti ti es  w ere c h o s en 
am o ng  f eatu res  th at h ad b ec o m e i nterc u l t u ral  v i s u al  
el em ents  du e to  a l o ng - ter m  ac q u ai ntanc e b et w een 
c o m m u ni t i es  o f  di f f erent reg i o ns  p u t i n g radu al l y  
m o re s tr u c t u red c o ntac ts  w i t h  eac h  o t h er b y  th e 
need f o r v al u ed res o u rc es  ( s u c h  as  w o o l  and tex ti l es ,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 1 2  D’anDRea 2019b, 33 and fig. 24.
2 1 3  mazzoni 1 9 9 3 , 4 1 0 ;  SchwaRtz et al. 2012, 172, fig. 17 and 

s ee al s o f n. 7 6 th erei n, c i t i ng c o m p arati v e ev i denc e f ro m  
S el enk ah i y e and T el l  K hu era;  tumolo 2 0 1 4 , 23 3 – 23 7 ;  
2 0 1 7 ,  1 6 8 – 1 7 0 .

2 1 4  R ef erenc es  at f n. 2 1 2 .
2 1 5  pinnocK 1997, 465–466, figs. 3–7.
2 1 6 D’anDRea 2 0 1 9 b , 3 3 , w i t h r ef erenc es .

m etal s  and m etal w o rk ,  and ti m b er)  i n a ti m e o f  
f o r m ati o n o f  c o m p l ex  s o c i eti es ,  i nc l u di ng  s tates ,  i n 
s ev eral  areas  o f  th e N ear E as t.  T h i s  m i g h t b e o ne 
f ac to r b eh i nd th e s u c c es s  o f  s u c h  v i s u al  c o des  b o t h  
i n ti m e –  f ro m  E arl y  B ro nz e I V  to  Mi ddl e B ro nz e I I  –   
and i n s p ac e –  ex tendi ng  b ey o nd th e b o rders  o f  th e 
L ev ant.  T h e reas o n w h y  i denti t y  m ark ers  c reated 
during Early Bronze IV were still used efficiently 
du ri ng  th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e m ay  h av e b een th ei r 
o r i g i nal  c o nnec ti o n w i t h  l arg e- s c al e ec o no m i c  
ac t i v i t i es  req u i r i ng  l o ng - di s tanc e m o b i l i t y  –  s u c h  as  
m etal l u rg y  and m etal  trade,  and tex ti l e p ro du c t i o n –  
th at h ad b een c atal y s t s  o f  i nterreg i o nal  c o nnec ti v i t y  
du r i ng  di f f erent E arl y  B ro nz e Ag e p h as es  and th at 
rem ai ned c r u c i al  al s o  i n th e new  s o c i al  o rder o f  th e 
N ear E as t du r i ng  th e Mi ddl e B ro nz e Ag e.
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