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Title Proceedings of the Second International Conference of the
Journal “Scuola Democratica” - Reinventing Education
VOLUME Ill Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Space and Time

This volume contains papers presented in the 2nd International
Conference of the Journal “Scuola Democratica” which took
place online on 2-5 June 2021. The Conference was devoted to
the needs and prospects of Reinventing Education.

The challenges posed by the contemporary world have long
required a rethinking of educational concepts, policies and
practices. The question about education ‘for what' as well as
‘how’ and ‘for whom' has become unavoidable and yet it largely

remained elusive due to a tenacious attachment to the ideas and
routines of the past which are now far off the radical
transformations required of educational systems.

Scenarios, reflections and practices fostering the possibility of
change towards the reinvention of the educational field as a
driver of more general and global changes have been
centerstage topics at the Conference. Multidisciplinary
approach from experts from different disciplinary communities,
including sociology, pedagogy, psychology, economics,
architecture, political science has broughttogether researchers,
decision makers and educators from all around the world to
investigate constraints and opportunities for reinventing
education.

The Conference has been an opportunity to present and discuss
empirical and theoretical works from a variety of disciplines and
fields covering education and thus promoting a trans- and inter-
disciplinary discussion on urgent topics; to foster debates among
experts and professionals; to diffuse research findings all over
international scientific networks and practitioners’ mainstreams;
to launch further strategies and networking alliances on local,
national and international scale; to provide a new space for
debate and evidences to educational policies. In this framework,
more than 800 participants, including academics, educators,
university students, had the opportunity to engage in a
productive and fruitful dialogue based on research, analyses and
critics, most of which have been published in this volume in their
full version.

ISBN 978-88-944888-9-0



Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Space and Time

A Premise

Papers in this third volume deals with the Covid-19 pandemic which is
having an enormous impact on education systems worldwide. Policy
makers, teachers, school managers, parents and students have been
called to the reinvent their way of ‘doing school’. At the same time, the
governance of the education system and schools’ organizations have
been exposed to unprecedented tensions.

Within a short period of time, radical changes had to be introduced,
simultaneously, at various levels of the school system. At national and
regional level, there has been the need to rethink the way in which
teachers are recruited, engaged and managed. National assessment
and evaluation systems have been suspended or redefined in their
uses by school actors The ways through which institutes were
managed and organized had to be rethought, passing in a very short
time through an on and off of dematerialization and hyper-normativity
of time and space. Within schools, managers and teachers have been
called to redefine the role of digital technologies in their didactic, as
well asin their relationships with families and students. In some cases,
these set of changes led to experience novel and unexpected daily
proximities, in other prevailed a context characterized by distance and
unsatisfactory relationships. Managers and teachers have been asked
to re-invent their professionality to rethink their organizational,
didactic and relational competences. Students and families, on their
side, have been called to rebuild and reimagine new way of being at
school, re-inventing the spaces and time of schooling and the way in
which they relate among each other and with teachers.

The pandemic emergency has been a lens revealing intersections and
structural tensions among various level and actors of the education
system, but also allowing opportunities of changes thanks to the
exogenous shock. At the same time, it must be considered that the
emergency is interacting on pre-existing inequalities and
contradictions. The pandemic clearly revealed the deep disparities of
educational opportunities associated to students’ life and housing
conditions, beyond their access and uses of technological devices.
Remote teaching and the enactment of an ‘emergency didactic’ has
exacerbated learning difficulties for underprivileged students (children
facing material deprivation, students with migratory background,
students with special needs or disable, etc.). The interaction between
the pandemic and pre-existing inequalities created different
contextual conditions for actors’ agency, orienting toward different
directions the pandemic’s transformational potential.

Higher education systems have been affected too: in constant
evolution due to constant transformations of society and changed
functions of knowledge, universities have undergone a structural



change along with pandemic times. Simultaneously, the growing
relevance of knowledge for the economic development of the
capitalistic system has profoundly affected higher education systems,
characterized by the neo-liberal approach which his subject of
increasing critical analysis.

However, Higher education systems are starting to be affected by
other somewhat inevitable changing processes due to the evolution of
knowledge and the consequent forms of its transmission. These forms
have to be necessarily new both because of the availability of new
instruments and the increased need to develop interpretative models
of a constant and often unpredictable change. In this juncture the
university might assume a renewed central role. At Higher Education
System level, the growing use of digital instruments is envisaged in
order to cope with the rising of the management rates of the training
offer as well as to answer to the growing differentiation of user
categories. A feasible consequence could be the increasing of the
already pressure for the differentiation among the universities, with the
related social implications.

Atindividual university level, itis foreseeable the demand for university
involvement in tackling the problems of society and the economy will
increase. And this at global, national and local level. From an
organizational point of view the most significant feature is represented
by the accumulation of traditional and new tasks that do not seem to
be possible to manage. Whatever form the higher education systems
will come to take, it remains that a central point to be clarified
concerns the management of change. It will be the market that will
impose its rules and the universities will organize themselves
individually within the invisible enclosures that will guide their policies
(with predictable growing social and territorial differences), or instead
the State will choose incentive policies to direct its training system. It
remains that in a condition of uncertainty and constant change the
university’s roles multiply and become — at least potentially — more and
more central. It can therefore be argued that the university is not only
called upon to respond to the demands of society but by elaborating
answers and solutions to the problems it progressively affects the
functioning of society.

We are fully aware that each educational experience produces
specific results and definitions of teaching-learning practices. The
well-established model of the magister teacher, based on a one-to-
many transmission of knowledge, is complemented by new
configurations of teaching-learning practices. There are teaching
practices that cultivate the ambition to combine the technological
innovation with the psychological and pedagogical issues. Educational
technologies, such as the Interactive Whiteboard, incorporate a new
grammar and pragmatic in which the emphasis is placed on the



involvement and the participation of the student, as well as on a
“reverse teaching”, compared to the traditional one. The diffusion of
online educational platforms, based on algorithmic architectures and
data-driven approaches, also draws attention to a personalized way of
learning and a datafication of teaching. Digital technologies are
therefore stimulating a series of transformations in the socio-material
order of the class affecting the spatial and temporal configuration of
teaching. Atthe same time, they are embedded in the complexity of the
educational contexts that rework their practical and symbolic value.

In the European framework of strengthening the relations between the
labour market and education, we also witness the implementation of
teaching practices associated with the idea of knowledge as an
economic and social investment. Recently, a large field of critical
investigation has highlighted how teaching aimed at improving the
employment prospects of students is deeply affecting public values in
education. At the same time, different points of view in the educational
field claim to postpone the transmission of skills related to the labour
market to broader educational objectives of social inclusion and civic
participation.

The new proxemics imposed by the current pandemic challenge
traditional spatial configuration, from the arrangement of desks to the
mobile use of chairs, from the forms of communication in virtual
environments to the interaction in the classroom. Therefore, this is to
register the need to re-elaborate the ecology of the educational
practices, starting from the socio-material space of learning.
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The Role of Journalism in an Experiential Learning
Session in Primary School

Christian Ruggiero and Mauro Bomba
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ABSTRACT: T7his work aims to analyse the activities of ‘distance’ design and
editing held in April-May 2020 by the teachers and pupils of the ‘Villaggio
Olimpico’ primary school in Rome to realize La Gazzetta Olimpica. The project,
now in its fourth year, aims at introducing the children to decode the basic
concepts of journalism and, in the same time, at involving them in a journalism
workshop, drafting of a newspaper based on their personal experiences, life at
school and in the “Villaggio Olimpico’ neighbourhood. Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the workshop needed to adapt this ‘experiential learning’ activity to
the distance learning methods. As an unexpected and interesting result, this has
made the final product a way to observe the months of lockdown from the
pupils’ direct point of view. The research involves two phases, linked to the
participant observation of the journalism workshop and to the analysis of the
children’s final products in a comparative perspective with the previous issues,
in order to identify similarities and differences between what has been produced
in the traditional teaching mode and in the distance learning mode.

KEYWORDS: Experiential learning, Distance Learning, Journalism, Primary
School.

Introduction

The Gazzetta Olimpica project was launched at the end of 2016, as a result
of the dialogue between the “‘Villaggio Olimpico’ primary school — which
was interested in hosting parents-professionals so that they could
illustrate their trades to the children — and the ‘Villaggio dei Bambini’
social promotion association, dedicated to the development,
redevelopment and aggregation of the district of the same name.
Alessandro Cisilin (a professional journalist, employed by the national
radio news agency Area, and a member of the ‘Villaggio dei Bambini’
association) agreed on a path with the coordinator of the plexus,
Maddalena Gattinara, establishing a couple of meetings to introduce
journalism to the pupils and, through the association itself and the daily
life of the community, providing ideas and contacts between the
institutions, the characters and the problems of the neighbourhood.
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The actual drafting of the newspaper took place in the following way:
it was decided that the entire construction of the texts would be done
independently by the young journalists, without any substantial, if not
marginal, corrections by the teachers. It was decided that there would be
no real ‘editorial direction’, except for a few directives, in terms of content
and format, provided primarily by the teachers themselves, with the
consultation of the journalist and in some cases the stimulus of other
parents. The work is therefore entirely and essentially carried out by the
children, so that the function of ‘direction’, albeit brief, is recognised by
the teachers in their daily work, and in particular by the coordinator.

The page layout was completed by Cisilin himself, together with a
professional graphic designer in the first two editions; starting from the
third (2019), the availability of the Department of Communication and
Social Research of Sapienza University of Rome was added.

The spin-off and dissemination are constituted, again, by the active
involvement of the school and the realities of the neighbourhood. The
newspaper is in fact printed (about 200 copies) and presented at a school
event at the end of the year, as well as being ‘sold’, coordinated by the
parents themselves, according to the established formula of a ‘free offer’.
The remaining copies are then distributed among the neighbourhood’s
shopkeepers (newsagents, bars, even the Auditorium bookshop), always
recording a ‘sell-out’, demonstrating the high level of local collective
interest in the initiative and its contents.

This article frames the experience of La Gazzetta Olimpica as an
example of ‘experiential learning’ (Kolb, 1984; Beard, 2010) with multiple
aspects of interest: the virtuous networking that is created between the
school and the neighbourhood; the active involvement of fourth- and
fifth-grade children in an activity, that of journalism, normally included in
media education projects in the (passive) formula of reading the
newspaper in class; the persistence of the project, which chooses to
continue in its fourth and fifth edition despite the limits imposed by the
pandemic condition.

1. Applying the experiential learning formula to journalism

Experiential learning is a sense-making process involving significant
experiences that actively immerse and reflectively engage the learner,
creating a bridge between his/her inner world and the outer world, with
its social and cultural milieu (Beard, 2010). It is important to emphasise
its nature as a process: in line with Kolb’s theory, it's something in which
«knowledge results from the combination of grasping and transforming
experience» (1984, 41).

The theoretical foundations of this practice can be traced back to the
thinking of John Dewey (1925), who contrasted an ‘empirical experience’
that was conservative, tradition bound, and prone to conformity and
dogmatism with the need for a reflective process on the experience itself,

44



45

aimed at drawing out the meaning in it and to use that meaning as a
guide in future experiences. Since the early seventies (Kolb, 1971; Kolb et
al., 1971), the theory of experiential learning has provided insights for
research and application in educational contexts in the fields of
management, information sciences, psychology, medicine, and law. A
wealth of experiential learning has further multiplied since the year 2000
(Kolb, Kolb, 2013).

Pursuing ‘a framework for examining and strengthening the critical
linkages among education, work, and personal development’ (Kolb, 1984,
3-4), experiential learning theory lends itself well to scientific reflection
on life-long learning in the field of social and cognitive psychology, and
is embodied in the curricula of undergraduate and professional programs
by means of the following instruments: internship, field placements,
work/study assignments, structured exercises and role plays, gaming
simulations.

What does this kind of process have to do with the journalistic
profession? Why apply it to the primary school context? And why, among
the many possible types of experience, link it to that of a newsroom? This
study attempts to answer these questions through two considerations.

The first concerns the usefulness of introducing the experience of
journalism, and the process of reflection on it, into a primary school.
Reading a newspaper in class is a privileged way to learn to recognise
the nature of a text, identify its functions, critically evaluate the
communicative structures used, recognise the specifics of a message,
and predict possible effects on the target audience. These assumptions
have guided media education projects, the innovative value of which lies
in the implementation of didactic paths that explore the coding and
production phase of messages, which ideally anticipates that of decoding
the news described above (Panarese, Tumolo, 2005). This contribution
intends to be in continuity with this type of project. A mission thatis even
more important in a context in which the multiplication of sources, the
fragmentation of audiences, the abundance of devices makes it all the
more crucial to familiarise children with the media, that is to teach future
adults to orient themselves in the abundance of sources and information
that characterise the media environment.

The second consideration concerns the picture of the workplace as a
learning environment that can enhance and supplement formal
education given by experiential learning. We think it could be interesting
to draw a parallelism between this picture and the concept of ‘community
of practice’ as a way of enacting the communicative nature of knowing
through the elements of mutual engagement, negotiation of a joint
enterprise, and shared repertoire (lverson, MvPhee, 2008), that has been
applied to a specific workplace: the newsroom. It is our opinion that a
context in which journalistic dynamics are presented and reproduced in
their ‘minimum form’, accessible to primary school pupils, is in fact a
privileged observatory for verifying the extent to which the concept of
‘community of practice’ can represent «a useful framework for thinking
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about journalism as a cooperative endeavour guided by a sense of moral
purpose» (Borden, 2007, 21).

Starting from these assumptions, this work aims to analyse the
activities of ‘distance’ design and editing held in April-May 2020 by the
teachers and pupils of the ‘Villaggio Olimpico’ primary school in Rome to
realize La Gazzetta Olimpica. The project, now in its fourth year, aims at
introducing the children to decode the basic concepts of journalism and,
in the same time, at involving them in a journalism workshop, drafting of
a newspaper based on their personal experiences, life at school and in
the ‘Villaggio Olimpico’ neighbourhood. Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the workshop needed to adapt this ‘experiential learning’
activity to the distance learning methods. As an unexpected and
interesting result, this has made the final product a way to observe the
months of lockdown from the pupils’ direct point of view.

The research involves two phases. The first is linked to the participant
observation of the journalism workshop, to analyse the pupils’ reactions
to this first approach to the world of information and the relational
dynamics between children and teachers. The second phase involves the
analysis of the children’s final products in a comparative perspective with
the previous magazines, in order to identify similarities and differences
between the contents, themes, methods of representation and
presentation of the magazines produced in the traditional teaching mode
and in the distance learning mode.

2. Notes from a journalism workshop in a primary school

The realization of the 2020 edition of La Gazzetta Olimpica involved the
entire primary school ‘Villaggio Olimpico’, with particular reference to the
fourth and fifth classes. In these classes, as in previous years, sessions
were organised to present and organise the work, in which the Sapienza
researchers participated as observers. As with the other school activities,
these sessions took place via Zoom, which allowed the researchers to be
present in a particularly discreet manner, disabling both webcams and
microphones so as not to disturb the normal course of the activities in
any way. At the same time, the very structure of the platform allowed for
a particularly articulate experience of participant observation, having the
faces of all the participants on a single screen, thanks to the
‘checkerboard’ display.

The most fruitful session in terms of observing the editorial dynamics
concerned the fifth class, which had already participated in the realization
of the magazine and had received specific tasks from the teachers to be
carried out as homework, in particular: the presentation of the ‘56W’ rule;
a request to identify, during the weekend preceding the lesson, a topic
that they would like to discuss, according to the ‘6Ws’ (McQuail, 1983).
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The first meeting with the fifth class, which lasted about two hours,
was organised as follows:

- presentation of the initiative and introduction to journalism: 24

minutes;

- question and answer: 32 minutes;

- presentation of proposals: 37 minutes;

- organisation of work: 30 minutes.

Twelve pupils were present, six boys and six girls, and two teachers, one
of whom was in charge of managing the discussion. He interrupted the
presentation by Alessandro Cisilin to remind the pupils that he had
already talked about the ‘6W’ rule, and asked them to repeat what they
were and what they meant, in English and in Italian. Moreover, he framed
the activities within the consolidated modes of interactive classroom
teaching, as well as managing turns to speak and calling the pupils to
order in the event of inattention.

Cislin’s presentation consisted of three parts:

- presentation of the initiative, in the context of the neighbourhood

association and the school’s activities;

- explanation of the ‘basics’ of the job of journalist, with particular
reference to content (5W rule) and style (clarity and brevity);

- the pros and cons of the previous editions of La Gazzetta Olimpica,
with particular reference to the organisational dimension (using
parents and relatives as sources of information, not as substitutes
for writing the articles), and the content (attention also being paid
to the ordinary news, not just to the institutional dimension of
telling the story of the neighbourhood)

The children’s first questions were of an eminently practical nature. Can
an article be done in two? Has an article on the origins of the Village
already been done? Showing that he had done his homework, one of the
children stated that he already had his grandparents’ testimony on the
lighting ceremony of the ‘original Olympic torch’ and that he could
produce a copy of a photograph of it.

The teacher/moderator immediately intervened to steer the discussion:
he reminded the children of past projects for which materials had been
sent to a class email address, but above all of the working method, which
saw the sending of the material as the end of a process of defining the
idea and only afterwards writing a text and/or making a drawing. Taking
up Cisilin’s presentation, he reiterated the need to draft articles following
the ‘BW’ rule and to be inspired by criteria of brevity and clarity.

Having entered the phase of presenting ideas for articles, the actual
editorial meeting, Cisilin chose to leave the meeting so as not to influence
the pupils’ choices. The articles proposed were categorised as follows:

‘institutional’ dimension, history and current affairs of the Olympic
Village: enhancement of neighbourhood parks for social activities;
a project to pedestrianise part of the neighbourhood; the origins of
the Olympic Village and interviews with the protagonists of the
inauguration; history of the statues in the Olympic Village;
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- chronicle of the neighbourhood: an accident involving an inhabitant
of the neighbourhood who was travelling by push scooter; a
neighbourhood resident’s decision to take a piglet as a pet; story of
a found kitten; the impact of the lockdown on school activities; the
difficulties of life and teaching in lockdown; the impossibility of
continuing projects related to history and drama.

The presentation phase of the article proposals was particularly
contentious, as hardly any of the pupils had made a final choice or
identified a title. It was therefore an opportunity, under the guidance of
the teacher/moderator, to reflect on some key dimensions of journalistic
practice.

First of all, the substantive profile. One of the girls showed a certain
reluctance in presenting the chosen theme, linked to a personal
experience that she was not sure she wanted to reveal to her classmates;
reluctance has become denial when she realized that once the event had
been translated into an article anyone could read it — that is a superficial
but substantial reflection on the publicity of the journalistic product.
Another circumstance shows a certain familiarity with the editorial
product, evidently linked to the family dimension: one child proposed to
introduce an additional element to the text and images, by creating a
crossword puzzle.

A second area of reflection concerned the organisational point of view.
One of the proposals, to carry out interviews with shopkeepers who were
about to reopen their businesses after the lockdown, was shelved
because of the difficulty, not initially considered by the children, of
getting out and about to the shops for the interviews; this is particularly
interesting in that the proposal came from the ‘real time’ exchange
between two of the children (evidently by means other than the ‘official’
Zoom room).

A third area of reflection concerned the technical point of view. The
web came into play both in the ex-ante verification of the information (in
particular that relating to the district pedestrianisation project) and /in
progress, as an alternative to taking original photographs (in the case of
the statues in the Olympic Village). A demonstration of the usefulness of
digital skills for the younger generation with regard to their possible
applications in the future work environment of children, and the
importance of encouraging a process of reflection on this as soon as
possible.

The subsequent stages were defined, again by the teacher/moderator,
in three steps:

- writing the chosen article in each child’s Italian exercise book and,

if necessary, making a drawing on a blank A4 sheet of paper;

- reading the article in class, scheduled for the morning of the
following Thursday;

- writing the article in Word, to be done by the evening of the same
Thursday, so that the finished product can be sent by e-mail.
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The second meeting, where the articles were read and corrected, if
necessary, involved much less intervention, limited to some formal
aspects of the title or content of the pieces.

More interactivity characterised the second meeting of the fourth class:
since the part of preparation preceding Cisilin’s intervention in class was
missing, the definition of the themes on which to write the articles could
not take place in class, but was left to a subsequent group work by the
children (between three and six members). During the second meeting,
some of these groups had produced material from the shared ‘chats’ that
could be shared with the teacher present, while others had to reorganise
the composition of the group and the organisation of the work. The
composition of the articles from the texts drafted by each member of the
group, only in some cases presented to the teacher and the whole class,
was deferred to a later meeting, which was not monitored.

3. Three years of Gazzetta Olimpica (despite the COVID-19 pandemic)
3.1. Comparing three editions

The next phase of the research focused on comparing three different
editions of La Gazzetta Olimpica, those realizes from 2019 to 2021. These
were analysed from a comparative perspective with the aim of observing
any changes in structure and format; identifying the topics and actors that
were most prominent in the three editions; analysing the journalistic
formats used; and monitoring the development of students’ journalistic
skills. Specific attention was paid to the coverage of the COVID-19 issue.
The aim was to observe how primary school children represented their
own daily experience using journalistic means and if and how the
pandemic has altered this representation.

The first area on which the analysis focused was the structure of the
three editions, to compare whether the realization of the magazine in
distance learning mode led children and teachers to make significant
changes in terms of design and production. An initial observation reveals
a significant increase in the foliation and number of articles: while the
2019 edition counted 16 pages and 20 articles, the following reached 20
pages and 25 articles. This variation is reflected in the number of sections
into which the magazines have been divided: five in 2019, six in 2020 and
2021 (Fig. 1). It is interesting to look at the titles of these sections and the
way they have been categorised using a technique, that of thematisation,
typical of journalism (Marletti, 1985). In 2019, the sections are named
‘Primo Piano’ (‘Close Up’); ‘Il Villaggio’, a space dedicated to places,
characters and events the Villaggio Olimpico district; ‘Il Caso’, which
focuses on in-depth journalistic investigation into a case of presumed
food poisoning at the school cafeteria; ‘Scuola ed Escursioni’ and ‘Tempo
Libero’, dedicated to outdoor and leisure time activities. Some of them
were maintained in the 2020 edition (‘Tempo Libero’, ‘Il Villaggio ieri oggi
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and domani’), and there is also a section named ‘Scuola’, that represent
children’s link with the lockdown, demonstrating how in their perception
the difficulties related to the coronavirus are connected to the distance
from school, classmates and teachers. ‘Scuola and Lockdown’ section is
given a rich in-depth report of 7 pages in the beginning of the magazine,
that shows how children have Ilearned the mechanisms of
newsworthiness, newsmaking and agenda building. It is interesting the
presence of a space dedicated to local news (‘Cronaca’), as is traditional
in the press, in which the story of events in the neighbourhood,
considered interesting and significant by the pupils alternates with
personal experiences related to lockdown. The only section that is
common to the three editions is ‘Il Villaggio’: it is placed at the opening
of the 2021 edition and replaces the one dedicated to the ‘Lockdown’,
which does not even appear in the titles of the other sections. In the 2021
edition new sections are added, such as ‘Sport’ and, above all,
‘Recensioni’ (‘Reviews’) and ‘Ricette’ (‘Recipes’), formats less linked to
the direct experience of the pupils.

FIG. 1. Gazzetta Olimpica structural elements: comparison between 2019, 2020,
2021 editions
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FIG. 2. News Formats comparison between 2019, 2020, 2021 Gazzetta Olimpica
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FIG. 3. News Themes comparison between 2019, 2020, 2021 - Gazzetta Olimpica
NEWS THEMES
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The positioning and organisation of the articles follows the logic of
‘newsworthiness’ and ‘thematisation’; the subdivision into sections
follows, although with exceptions linked to the school and personal
experiences of the young journalists, the typical structure of a
newspaper. Moreover, a real ‘agenda’ (Shaw, 1979) could be established,
as the result of processes of news selection and hierarchization, for each
of the three editions of La Gazzetta Olimpica. This evidence was also
found during the observation of the April-May 2020 lessons.

Other variables based on which the three editions of the magazine
were compared are the News Formatand the Main Themes on which they
focus. The three editions have in common the prevalence of journalistic
formats of /n-Depth Analysis and Tales and Short Story, which together
account for 2/3 of the total number of articles produced each year.

Tales and Short Story are predominant respectively with 8 articles out
of 20 in 2019, 9 out of 26 the following year and 8 out of 25 in the last
edition analysed. The importance of the narrative format of the 7ales
derives from the importance of Personal Experiences and School
Experiences, issues on which the majority of articles written by pupils in
the various editions are concentrated.

This trend towards a narrative approach to journalism suggests several
observations. On the one hand, it refers to the pedagogical importance of
storytelling (Ohler, 2008), a tool that is evidently also useful in helping the
pupils’ first approach to the language and style of journalism, an
objective that also emerges from the choice of devoting ample space to
issues of proximity. On the other, it reflects the consolidated relationship
between journalism and storytelling. /n-Depth news are also mainly
focused on local issues. In fact, the articles are dedicated to stories related
to Villaggio and Villagini, the neighbourhood where the school is located
and its inhabitants, and to Schoo/ Experiences. However, there is also
space for a rich focus on the Environment.

The comparison of Formats and Themes has given an idea of the
centrality of personal experiences, and of the story form. However, by
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widening the perspective, these data can suggest some cues concerning
the differences between the edition realised in class and the two realised
in distance learning mode. The first significant variation in the edition
produced during the 2020 lockdown is the total absence of the /nterviews
format. This absence can obviously be explained by the social distancing
imposed during the first phase of the pandemic, which prevented the
pupils from conducting the interviews with villagers, shopkeepers,
representatives of associations and other organisations in the
neighbourhood that characterised the other two editions. In the 2020
edition, the space dedicated to Poems and Drawings will increase
considerably, compensating for the interviews, rising from 2 articles in
2019 to 8 in 2020.

The 2021 edition also presents some innovations in terms of themes
and formats. While Chronicle is disappeared, new formats emerge such
as the already mentioned Reviews and Recipes, typical and increasingly
frequent formats in modern magazines. In the first case, reviews are
dedicated into books and films, while in the second, some family recipes
and others tested in the classroom are proposed. Focusing exclusively on
the Themes, it is interesting to note that the most marked variations
concern the most frequent themes, Personal Experiences, School
Experiences and Villaggio and Villagini. The first category of articles
grows significantly in the edition made in lockdown going from 2 articles
in 2019 to 6 in 2020. Similarly, the content dedicated to Village and
Villages increased in the 2020 edition from 4 in 2019 to 7 in 2020. These
changes are probably also due to the pandemic and the lockdown. The
trend is different, for the theme School/ Experiences, which is the
dominant theme of the last edition, with 9 articles out of a total of 26,
compared to 5/20 in 2019 and 6/25 in 2020. This may be a manifestation
of the changes to which students were forcibly subjected during the two
years of the pandemic. If in 2020, as already discussed, the choice to focus
on certain themes or formats might have been dictated by the
impossibility of producing content that presupposed socialisation
passages; in 2021 it is probably the need to return to collectively that
determines the abundance of articles dedicated to school, lessons,
classmates and teachers.

The last aspect analysed relates to the Main Characters and the
Signature of the news. The choice of analysing these two variables is
primarily dictated by the wish to investigate the work of the children at
the level of the production ‘routines’.

In this case, however, the survey did not provide any significant
differences between one year and another, but only, especially in the case
of the Characters, confirmation of trends already recorded. In all three
editions of La Gazzetta Olimpica, the main protagonists of the students’
articles are the students themselves. The Students category, which
includes all the stories in which the subject or the main point of view is
that of the students, accounts for more than half of the total in all the
editions of the Gazzetta. This figure confirms the importance of the
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proximity dimension in the children’s approach to the creation of articles
and magazines. In this case, this dimension is even closer, entering the
intimate and private sphere of the pupils’ lives. Personal experiences that
have affected them become, through elementary processes of
newsmaking, newsworthy facts. An approach, certainly didactic and
educational but also journalistic, that does not even suffer the influence
of the pandemic.

The choice of assigning articles to single pupils or groups also does
not change significantly due to distance learning mode, except in a
proactive manner. In the 2019 and 2020 editions, the articles are more or
less equally distributed between individual and collective signatures,
with a slight propensity for the collective ones. In 2021 this difference
becomes more pronounced. There are 20 articles signed collectively, and
only 5 individual ones. This choice was probably dictated by the
children’s desire to get back together, and to make the teachers’ work on
the magazine more collaborative and collective, after a year spent away
from each other.

As already demonstrated through the content analysis, the result of
these schoolworks is a product that has clearly visible some
characteristics and strategies typical of journalism, skills that young
journalists have developed during the preparatory lessons and the work
in the ‘field’.

Among these certainly is the ability to interpret and report facts and
realities selected on the basis of interest and packaged with journalistic
style and language.

The final study, which looks at the 2020 and 2021 editions, aims to
explore how the pupils saw and represented the world during the
lockdown months. All references to COVID-19 19 in the articles produced
by the children were traced using specific keywords. The pandemic was
not considered as an issue in itself but as an attribute of other themes.
This is because, on the one hand, none of the children’s texts explicitly
focus on the virus and its health and social implications; on the other
hand, because it is even more interesting to find out which aspects
related to the pandemic are most crucial for young students.

For further investigation, the presence of the theme was classified into
three variables according to the role within the text: Protagonist Title;
Protagonist, Secondary. Finally, the references to the Formats, Themes
and Protagonist Actors, which emerged in the previous analysis, were
traced. This will make it possible not only to measure the relevance of the
virus topic in the Gazette as a whole, but also to highlight its connections.

From a purely quantitative point of view, the COVID-19 topic is
undoubtedly relevant, but it does not exceed half of the total number of
articles. There are 10 articles out of 26 in 2020 and 8 out of 25 in 2021 that
refer directly or indirectly to the coronavirus. Looking at these references
in more detail on the basis of the above categories, it can be seen that in
the 2020 edition the COVID-19 topic is more central to the narrative. In 10
articles examined, it is the Protagonistin three and mentioned in the T7itle
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in the other three. In 2021, on the other hand, while maintaining a certain
relevance, it becomes a complementary topic, being Secondary 6 times
out of 8.

FIG. 4. Main Characters in news, comparison between 2019, 2020, 2021 Gazzetta
Olimpica
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FIG. 5. News Signature comparison between 2019, 2020, 2021 Gazzetta Olimpica
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FIG. 6. Role of COVID-19 issue in the news between 2020 and 2021 Gazzetta
Olimpica
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In the 2020 edition, the COVID-19 issue and its implications receive ample
space both on the front page and in a 7-page special (with 6 dedicated
articles). The 2021 issue opens with an in-depth look at the return to
normality after a year of pandemic. The reference to COVID-19, however,
is often incidental, operating more as a context than a protagonist.

The data confirms this tendency also looking at the connections with
the other themes. In 2020 the pandemic, is essentially represented
through the format of the 7ale and Short Story. Central are the Personal
Experiences of the young students, themes and protagonists that cover
more than 2/3 of the total articles (Fig. 7). This shows how students
related the hardships of the pandemic mainly to the private and personal
dimension, less to the school or neighbourhood. Many of the articles are
dedicated to how the students spent the lockdown period, to their
feelings after the first return to normality. Three articles are devoted to
the school, focusing on forced closure and the new element of remote
learning. There is also an interesting article devoted to video games and
hobbies that kept the children company during the lockdown.

In the 2021 edition the pandemic loses its centrality and becomes a
complementary element. in this edition it is in the /nterviews that
references to the COVID-19 are most frequently found. In the interviews
the pandemic was often used as a ‘ritual’ or contextual question, very
rarely playing an important role. The space of Personal Experiences
decreases in favour of School, School Experiences and Villaggio and
Villaggini. A sign that after a year of pandemic the social dimension,
obviously of proximity, the school and the neighbourhood, returns
principal. The secondary role of the COVID-19 topic could be explained
by the children’s adaptation to what in 2020 was an emergency and in
2021 has become customary. The pupils, like the rest of the citizens, have
become accustomed to the consequences of the pandemic and do not
consider it a destabilising or extraordinary element but rather an
everyday one.

FIG. 8. News Formats of COVID-19 news in 2020 Gazzetta Olimpica
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FIG. 9. Main themes of COVID-19 news in 2020 Gazzetta Olimpica
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FIG. 10. News Formats of COVID-19 news in 2021 Gazzetta Olimpica
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FIG. 11. Main Themes of COVID-19 news in 2021 Gazzetta Olimpica
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