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Sapienza in International Development.
Strategies, Projects, Initiatives

Carlo Giovanni Cereti, Francesca Giofrè – Sapienza University of Rome

Every two years Sapienza organizes a conference dedicated to devel-
opment cooperation. In December 2018, we thought about organizing 
it when we received the proposal of hosting the SPHERE Conference 
in Rome, and we thought to link the two events, because the topics 
were somehow correlated. The European Union network SPHERE, 
Support and Promotion for Higher Education Reform Experts, or-
ganized the Higher Education Reform Experts (HERE) Conference on 
12 and 13 of December in Sapienza, Rome, focusing on a pragmatic, 
hands-on approach, exploring and showcasing specific collaborative, 
international projects in which HERE are involved, which have a pol-
icy reform impact or other potential impact in their countries. For that 
reason Sapienza organized the Conference “Sapienza in International 
Development: Strategies, Projects, Initiatives” with the collaboration 
of Foundation Rome Sapienza, a day before in the 11th of December, 
to involve more people attending HERE Conference to participate and 
to show the Sapienza activities in the development cooperation. The 
Conference took place in the Aula Magna of Rectorate in Sapienza 
and it has been dedicated to the presentation of the projects that Sapi-
enza is leading or partnering in the whole world within the frame of 
development cooperation, with a special emphasis on capacity build-
ing actions in the four main geographical areas identified as: Africa, 
MENA countries, Latin America and Asia. The event focused on de-
velopment cooperation strategies and policies of Sapienza with the 
intervention of the Italian Development Cooperation Agency and our 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Sapienza professors, researchers and stu-
dents presented initiatives, activities and projects in the field develop-
ment cooperation. 
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The papers, organized by geographical areas, testify to the important 
results of the international cooperation.

The volume describes Sapienza’s cooperation policies conveying 
a full picture of the strategical geographical areas of cooperation for 
Sapienza.

The Sapienza for International Development Cooperation event 
was organized thanks to the synergy between the Scientific Commit-
tee and ARI, Sapienza’s Area for International Cooperation, hereby we 
also wish to thank Prof. Bruno Botta, Vice President for International 
Affairs and Prof. Antonello Biagini, President of Sapienza Foundation; 
moreover we wish to thank our special guests Giorgio Marrapodi, 
General Director for Development Cooperation at Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and the politician, aca-
demic, writer and journalist Jean-Léonard Touadi. Thank you to all for 
helping us in making our project come true.
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The volume presents the interventions of the speakers and 
the posters of the professors of Sapienza University of Rome 

as evidence of the results achieved in international cooperation 
with a special emphasis on capacity building actions in the main 
geographical areas identified as: Africa, Mena countries and Latin 
America and Asia. The materials were presented at the University 
Conference “Sapienza in International Development: Strategies, 
Projects, Initiatives” held in Rome, at the Aula Magna of Sapienza 
University of Rome, on 11 December 2018 and organized with 
the collaboration of the Roma Sapienza Foundation. 

The volume also presents in its introductory part a moment of 
reflection on the geographical areas of cooperation of greatest 
interest and strategic for Sapienza.

Conference Scientific Committee: Fabio Attorre, Antonello 
Folco Biagini, Roberto Pasca di Magliano, Andrea Carteny, Carlo 
Giovanni Cereti (coordinator), Marco Cilento, Francesca Giofrè, 
Giovanni Laneve, Maurizio Marceca, Pierluigi Montalbano, Maria 
Ester Scarano, Pino Schirripa, Giuliana Vinci.

Conference Organizing Committee: Antonello Battaglia, Mattea 
Capelli, Gabriella D’Ambrosio, Daniela Magrini, Sara Massaro, 
Francesca Pariti, Silvia Sebastiani, Tania Spriridigliozzi.
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