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This monograph presents a significant portion of the scientific results of 
the archaeological excavations at the Bronze Age settlement site of Punta 
di Zambrone on the Tyrrhenian coast of Calabria (southern Italy). These 
excavations were conducted from 2011 to 2013 in an Italian-Austrian 
cooperation. The book is the first in a series dedicated to the final publication 
of those excavations and focuses on the later part of the settlement history 
(13th–12th centuries BCE). Major topics include the topography of the site 
(including a harbour bay), its chronology, investigations into the economic 
basis of the Bronze Age society and its local, regional and interregional 
interactions. The new data from Punta di Zambrone are evaluated in 
comparison with new research results from coeval sites in Italy and Greece, 
which forms the basis for a historical contextualisation of the settlement and 
thus contributes to the broader reconstruction of Mediterranean history at 
the end of the 2nd millennium BCE. These coeval sites are presented by their 
excavators or investigators.
The authors conducted geophysical and bathymetric surveys as well as 
underwater archaeological investigations, typological analyses of artefacts, 
a definition of the relative and absolute chronology, archaeobotanic and 
archaeozoological studies, aDNA analysis, Sr isotope analyses on human 
and animal teeth, chemical and Pb isotope analyses on metal artefacts, 
provenance analyses of pottery vessels, amber and stone artefacts (from 
Zambrone and other sites).
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Coping with Changes: Social and Economic Developments  
at Coppa Nevigata during the 12th Century BC

Alberto Cazzella 1 – Giulia Recchia 2

Abstract: The fortified settlement of Coppa Nevigata was mostly devoted to transmarine and overland exchange 
throughout the whole Bronze Age. Craft activities, such as the production of purple dye, were developed early at 
the site, possibly in relation with these external trades. Wider transformations in the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean 
scenario impacted on the Adriatic networks, yet Coppa Nevigata maintained an active role in the local and transma-
rine trades. During the Recent Bronze Age, particularly in the 12th century BC, the site experienced major changes 
concerning both the settlement’s plan and the rise of specialised craft production, such as the flourishing of the locally 
based production of Aegean–Mycenaean-type pottery. These changes were doubtless related to deep socio-economic 
transformations of the resident community. Evidence from the extensive excavations at the site points to the emergence 
of an elite in this period, which was possibly responsible for the reshaping of the settlement’s organisation.

Keywords: Coppa Nevigata, Late Bronze Age, transmarine exchange, craft production, emerging elites

Introduction

At the dawn of the 12th century BC, the Coppa Nevigata settlement already had a long history 
as a centre devoted to overland and transmarine exchange (Fig. 1).3 According to our proposal 
for a phase sequence of the settlement, 1200 BC would approximately correspond to the pas-
sage between the Early and Late Subapennine (Recent Bronze Age 1 and 2).4 In that period the 
settlement’s plan was significantly reshaped, probably in response to ongoing socio-economic 
transformations of the resident community, which are also indicated by the increase in specialised 
craft production at the site.

We will examine old and fresh evidence from the settlement that points to these significant 
transformations.5 Moreover, we will consider the extent to which major changes at a Mediterra-
nean level affected the role played by Coppa Nevigata within the Adriatic exchange network.

Changes in the Settlement Organisation Possibly Related  
to the Arising of Social Inequalities

Starting from the late 13th century BC (RBA 1), the settlement layout underwent significant mod-
ifications in both the areas of the site that have been extensively explored: the northwest area 
(Puglisi’s excavations 1972–1975) and the northeast area (current excavations).

1	 ‘Sapienza’ University of Rome, Department of Ancient World Studies, Italy; alberto.cazzella@uniroma1.it.
2	 ‘Sapienza’ University of Rome, Department of Ancient World Studies, Italy; giulia.recchia@uniroma1.it.
3	 Apart from the occupancies preceding the Bronze Age, the long-lasting occupation of the site began around 1800 

BC; Cazzella – Recchia 2012a.
4	 Then it would indicatively correspond to the transition between LH IIIB and LH IIIC. The possible back-dating 

of this transition in the Aegean recently proposed by Wardle et al. 2014, which entails consequences for the South 
Italian Bronze Age chronology, appears at present to be inconsistent.

5	 The manuscript of this paper was submitted in 2015 and discusses data acquired until then. Excavations at the site 
have continued, providing new pieces of evidence, some of which are briefly mentioned in the footnotes.
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Alas, at present there is no way to stratigraphically correlate the deposits unearthed during 
these two seasons of excavations, due to the destructive action perpetrated in 1979, when the land-
lord dug deep trenches in different parts of the site with the precise purpose of erasing the archae-
ological remains . This action resulted in the clearing of all the structures that had been brought to 
light up until then and the destruction of the archaeological deposits at different parts of the site.

Northwest Area

During the Late Subapennine (RBA 2) the northwest area of the settlement was characterised by a 
series of structures and open spaces neatly arranged along the south side of a narrow path running 
above the remains of the preceding defensive Apennine (MBA 3) dry-stone wall .

The most notable structure was constituted by two adjacent quadrangular rooms, probably 
pertaining to the same building, which dated to an early phase of the Late Subapennine (early 
12th century BC, RBA 2A). Having been sealed up by a collapse resulting from a fire, these have 
yielded significant evidence, although they were only partially exposed.6 The spatial distribution 
analysis has shown that each room was probably intended for different purposes: the northern 
for the storage of goods, and the southern for food processing and cooking .7 The south room has 
yielded a large quantity of burned seeds, whose spatial distribution suggests that they were kept 

6 These rooms were excavated in 1975; Cazzella – Recchia 2012a, 308, fig. 105.
7 Moscoloni et al . 2002 .

Fig . 1 The site of Coppa Nevigata at the end of the 2015 excavation season 
(aerial photos: A . V . Romano 2006, F . Nomi 2010 and B . Mandelli 2015)
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in sacks and possibly stored in a loft.8 Inside the same room three Mycenaean-type sherds have 
been found and a fourth was just outside it.9 Given their fragmentary status in contrast with the 
occurrence of several local vessels broken on the spot, these sherds are most likely residual.

8	 Coccolini 1987; Moscoloni et al. 2002.
9	 Recchia 2012a, 438, fig. 7; Vagnetti et al. 2012, nos. 29–32.

Fig. 2  Coppa Nevigata, pottery from the Recent Bronze Age layers. 1–4. Aegean–Mycenaean-type pottery;  
5–7. local impasto pottery with Proto-Villanovan-type decorations; 8. local Late Subapennine bowl. Scale 1:3  

(drawings: 1–4 M. Bettelli and L. Vagnetti; 5–8 G. Recchia)

OREA_Jung 2020.indb   427 20.05.2021   09:39:31



A. Cazzella – G. Recchia428

A cobbled open space was revealed in the excavation trench located a few metres to the south 
of the one yielding the two-room structure. This open space, which appears to be slightly later 
than the structure itself, was provided with a clay oven located on the eastern edge of the trench 
and was bounded on the northwest side by the abovementioned narrow path and on the southeast 
side by an earthen floor, possibly pertaining to a hut.10

The spatial analysis has indicated that the space was mostly used for the consumption of food, 
while the faunal remains scattered around the clay oven possibly resulted from carcass process-
ing.11 The area has yielded some Mycenaean-type sherds and close to the oven there was a LH 
IIIC amphora broken on the spot (Fig. 2.4).12 According to the results of archaeometric analyses, 
this was possibly imported from the Peloponnese,13 although Lucia Vagnetti has argued that it 
may well be a local production considering its characteristics, such as the fabric, the poor render-
ing of the decoration and the matt quality of the painting.14

All in all, it seems probable that the open space was intended for ‘feasting’, involving more 
than one nuclear family, which also entailed the use of ‘fine’ pottery such as the Mycenaean-like 
vessels.

Northeast Area

Extensive excavations in the northeast area of the settlement, which began in 1983, have been 
providing critical data about the Recent Bronze Age Coppa Nevigata. It is now clear that sub-
stantial changes occurred starting from the second half of the 13th century BC (RBA 1B) that not 
only involved the settlement layout, but also the way in which resources were managed within 
the community.

Corroborative indication as regards this latter aspect is the evidence of household grain crop 
storage that recurs in various cases from the final phase of the Early Subapennine (RBA 1B) 
onwards. In fact, besides the abovementioned Late Subapennine (RBA 2A) two-room structure 
unearthed by Puglisi, large amounts of charred seeds have also been found in two domestic struc-
tures belonging to this phase, one located in the western sector of the northeast area15 and the 
other, discovered in 2015, in the southern sector (Fig. 3). This evidence contrasts with that of 
collective storage in silos, which could supply the needs of more than one extended family, pre-
vailing in the previous periods (between 16th and early 13th centuries BC, MBA 2–RBA 1A)16 and 
appears to epitomise one of the symptomatic transformations of the Subapennine community.

As far as the spatial organisation of the settlement is concerned, it underwent substantial re-
shaping starting from the 13th century BC (RBA 1). The massive defensive dry-stone wall of 
the 14th century BC (MBA 3) seems to have lost most of its functionality, yet the entrance gate 
(the only gate to the settlement we know for these periods) was rebuilt just above the predating 
entrance. It is probable that a new defensive line of a different kind was built on the top of the 
predating wall’s remains, as is also suggested by the pair of stone door sockets discovered at the 
sides of the doorway, meaning that the gate was inserted into a fence of some sort (either wooden 
and earth or dry-stone).

Deposits of crushed yellow limestone mixed with soil were intentionally accumulated against 
the inner face of the predating wall, forming two heaps, one to the east and one to the west of the 
gate. On the basis of the stratigraphic evidence, these appear to have been piled up in at least three 
stages, starting from the 13th century BC (RBA 1). Between the first and the second stages, a cur-

10	 Moscoloni – Recchia 2012, 30, fig. 8; Moffa – Simei 2012.
11	 Moscoloni et al. 2002.
12	 Vagnetti et al. 2012, nos. 33, 38, 39.
13	 Jones – Levi 2012; Jones et al. 2014, 139–142.
14	 Vagnetti 2012, 425.
15	 Cazzella – Recchia 2012a, 295.
16	 Cazzella – Recchia 2013, 198.
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vilinear wall constituted by a single line of stones, probably the base of a structure, was built near 
the gate on the top of the eastern heap and was then enlarged after the second stage, reaching a 
final extension of more than 20m². This structure, located as it was on a high spot close to the gate 
(or one of the gates) might have had a defensive purpose, yet it protrudes towards the settlement 
rather than outwards . The topmost layers of the western heap were wiped out by the destructive 
event in 1979, but some traces indicate that a corresponding building was probably located there 
and it is therefore likely that this pair of buildings was intended to monitor the entry to the settle-
ment or, in any case, connected to it .

The western pile of limestone mixed with soil is quite extensive, forming an artificial mound 
whose northern side was bordered by a narrow path . It overlooked a large open space of more than 
150m², located in front of the entrance gate and directly approachable from the little road crossing 
it. It is difficult to tell whether the mound had actually been settled by a specific kin group at this 
stage or if it was just used for communal purposes, along with the nearby open space . This latter, 

Fig . 3 Coppa Nevigata, map of the Subapennine (13th–12th centuries BC, RBA) features brought to light in the 
north-eastern area of the settlement – lower strata (graphics: G . Recchia)
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resembling a kind of ‘square’, was created in the late 15th century BC (MBA 3) and remained in 
use until the late 13th century BC (RBA 1B). It was floored several times,17 yet it was kept ‘empty’ 
(or at least free of detectable structures) throughout two centuries of use and its level remained 
lower than that of the surrounding areas. The actual function of this space is difficult to figure out. 
Quite possibly it served for collective purposes, perhaps related to exchange activities or sym-
bolic practices, if not to both .18

17 The techniques adopted for the floorings differed through time. During the Apennine (14th century BC, MBA 3) these 
were made of cobbled layers, while in the Early Subapennine (13th century BC, RBA 1) they were made of layers of 
the same crushed yellow limestone mixed with soil that was used for the artificial accumulations near the gate.

18 Cazzella – Recchia 2015, 63 .

Fig . 4 Coppa Nevigata, map of the Subapennine (12th century BC, RBA 2) features brought to light on the north-eastern 
area of the settlement – upper strata (graphics: G . Recchia)
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On the southern slope of the western artificial ‘mound’ some structures were built during the 
final stage of the piling up process, approximately at the beginning of the Late Subapennine era 
(early 12th century BC, RBA 2A). In particular, two joined rectangular rooms and a small hearth 
located just outside the eastern room are recognisable (Fig. 4.7).19 We tend to think that these were 
part of the same building, which, given its distinctive location, was probably the residence of an 
emerging kin group. In any case, at this stage the mound seems to have definitely become a dwell-
ing place. As mentioned above, the topmost layers of the ‘mound’ are not preserved, so we have 
no data about the existence of further buildings on this spot, which is nonetheless conceivable.

We would suggest a scenario in which a specific kin group took possession of an area of 
the settlement that was strategic on both a practical and a symbolical level, with the purpose of 
emphasising their prominent social position. The hypothesis that the Late Subapennine mound’s 
dwellers also occupied the abovementioned couple of structures flanking the gate is tempting, but 
unfortunately there is no supporting evidence for it.

To the south of the eastern pile of crushed yellow limestone there is an area provided with 
some facilities that were likely intended for craft activities. This, in fact, has yielded both 
complete artefacts, especially adornments, and in-work antler and bone objects (see next para-
graph).

From the early 12th century BC onwards (RBA 2A), concurrently with the dwelling on the 
slope of the ‘mound’, the large open space (or ‘square’) began to be filled up with extended de-
posits characterised by burnt patches, probably deriving from dumping. These, in fact, are kind of 
midden deposits, containing a lot of organic remains (charcoals, seeds and animal bones) possibly 
resulting from the preparation and consumption of food, as well as ceramic sherds, among which a 
number of pieces of locally produced Aegean-Mycenaean-type pottery stand out (e.g. Fig. 2.1–3).

The deposition process of the midden layers, whose precise duration is difficult to determine 
but did not extend beyond the 12th century, eventually resulted in the complete filling of the gap 
between the ground level of the ‘square’ and that of the contiguous areas, with a stratigraphic 
depth of c. 0.50m.

The drastic shift in the pattern of use of the ‘square’, or rather its complete obliteration, is 
perhaps the major change that occurred in the 12th century BC (RBA 2), entailing not only a trans-
formation in the topographic organisation of the settlement, but also a socio-ideological turning 
point.

Having said that, although garbage disposal inside the settlement might not have been per-
ceived as bothersome as it is today, the occurrence of deposits related to dumping activities near 
the entrance of the settlement, ‘invading’ a former communal space, deserves more thorough 
investigation.

In all likelihood, these deposits resulted from both the activities carried out in the close vicin-
ity of the abovementioned two-rooms building20 and reiterated disposals of ‘waste’ coming from 
repeated activities,21 implying the use of fire and probably food consumption.

A cluster of burning structures has been revealed in an area located to the southeast of the 
former open space filled up by midden deposits (Fig. 4.10). The cluster, covering a space of c. 
80m², includes the remains of eight sub-circular clay hearths and a small clay oven, which are 
spatially divided into two groups according to their size (and possibly specific function): four 
medium-sized clay hearths (with diameters of c. 1.5m) to the west, and four small-sized ones 

19	 Cazzella – Recchia 2012a, 296–298, figs. 87–89. Recently the spatial analysis of this area has been carried out tak-
ing into consideration the spatial distribution of both artefacts and ecofacts. This has provided precious information 
on the patterns of activities performed there (Recchia et al. in press).

20	 See above n. 19.
21	 It is worth noticing that these midden deposits have also yielded five human bones that pertain to different individuals, 

as they differ in age and gender, showing traces of post-mortem manipulation (namely one burned pelvis fragment of 
a female, one burned cranium fragment of a young male with fresh traces of cuts, one cranium fragment of an adult 
male, one metatarsal of a juvenile and one metacarpal of an adult). We tend to think that these were related to symbolic 
practices entailing the manipulation of skeletal parts, which had a long tradition at Coppa Nevigata (Recchia 2012b).
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(with diameters of c. 0.90m) plus the small oven (1.2m in diameter) to the east. The clay hearths 
of both sizes are made of a layer of potsherds resting on a pure clay bed and enclosed by a whitish 
clay kerb. In various cases, a new structure was superimposed directly over a pre-existing one.22

Despite these structures testifying to a set of actions related to food preparation and perhaps 
consumption, the deposits extending over and near this cluster were far less rich in both organic 
remains and ceramic sherds (including Italo-Mycenaean sherds) than the abovementioned midden 
deposits.

Unfortunately, a direct stratigraphic correlation between the two areas has been made impos-
sible owing to the gap caused by the destructive action perpetrated in 1979. Nevertheless, on the 
grounds of the pottery types occurring in both areas these are likely to be coeval.

From an interpretive point of view, the two situations appear to be somehow complementary. 
In fact, the cluster of burning structures exemplifies a place devoted to the collective preparation 
and consumption of food and drink, perhaps related to feasting.23 On the other hand, the relatively 
small presence of organic remains and sherds may imply that the resulting waste was disposed of 
somewhere else. 

In any case, the functional shift of the former large open space also implies that the patterns 
of activities that were once carried out there were moved elsewhere and/or managed differently. 
Had these activities encompassed collectively managed exchange, this latter would no longer 
have taken place on this spot and perhaps would have become controlled by specific kin groups.

Following this hypothesis, the concurrence between the building of (private) dwellings on 
the artificial mound and the functional shift of the large open space might not have happened by 
chance, as it might have entailed a synchronicity between the emergence of a specific kin group 
and the end of exchange activities in a collective area. In this scenario, a distinctive kin group, 
whose power was increasing, settled on the artificial mound and ‘privatised’ a former communal 
area of the settlement. From then on, exchange within the community and with external partners 
would have been progressively controlled by this group, which, at the same time would have 
promoted feasting in order to enhance its own power. (G. R.)

Changing Organisation and Scale of Craft Production

Some kinds of production that required specific knowledge of the process appear to have occurred 
at Coppa Nevigata over the preceding centuries, yet these developed decisively from the 12th cen-
tury BC (RBA 2) onwards.

A production that seems to distinguish Coppa Nevigata from the coeval southern Italian sites 
is that of purple dye, which requires not only the local availability of Murex shells but also some 
technical knowledge. This production, which possibly involved the whole community rather than 
a few specialised individuals, emerged at the site as far back as the 18th century BC (late Early 
Bronze Age), had its peak in the 15th–14th centuries BC (MBA 2–3) and then a sharp decrease 
from the 13th century BC (RBA 1) onwards (Fig. 5A).24 At present, it is difficult to say whether 
this trend is affected by a bias in the archaeological record (for instance, during the RBA crushed 
Murex shells could have been disposed of in some areas of the settlement that have yet to be ex-
cavated), or whether it reflects an actual decline in this production, possibly due to a decreasing 
demand for purple dye from the Mycenaeans.25

22	 In 2017 a peculiar structure has been brought to light to the south-east of this cluster of burning structures. It is 
horseshoe-shaped and defined by a clay bench with a series of raw clay rings. Inside the semicircle, the structure 
was provided with a clay hearth. Various fragments of portable clay ovens lay on the surface of this installation 
(Cazzella – Recchia 2018a). In all likelihood, this structure too was devoted to the preparation of collective meals.

23	 Hayden 2001.
24	 Minniti 2012; Minniti – Recchia 2018; Minniti, this volume.
25	 Cazzella et. al. 2004.
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By contrast, the production of Italo-Mycenaean pottery at the site appears to take off in the late 
Recent Bronze Age (Fig. 5B).26 As is well known, the local production of Italo-Mycenaean pottery, 
which started in MBA 3, spread over the whole of southern Italy and beyond during the RBA, and 

26	 Vagnetti 2012; Vagnetti et al. 2012.

Fig. 5  Coppa Nevigata, frequency distribution of crushed murex shells (A) and Aegean–Mycenaenan-type pottery (B) 
across the various periods (graphics: C. Minniti, G. Recchia)
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therefore Coppa Nevigata does not represent an exception in that respect.27 Yet, the southern Apu-
lian sites where this local production flourished generally had a prior well-established tradition of 

27	 Jones et al. 2014, 15–16.

Fig. 6  Coppa Nevigata, Recent Bronze Age bronze artefacts. 1. Biandronno-type pin (Naples museum); 2. necklace 
decorated with a series of parallel ribs from the ongoing excavations in the northeastern area; 3. knife of type Scoglio del 
Tonno from the ongoing excavations in the northeastern area; 4. dagger of type Torre Castelluccia from Puglisi’s excava-
tions; 5. spearhead of type Pila del Brancòn from the ongoing excavations in the northeastern area, 6. Muscoli-type sickle 
from Quagliati’s excavations. Scale 1:2 (drawings: 1, 6 modified from Belardelli 2004; 2–3 G. Recchia; 4–5 C. Placidi)
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Aegean-Mycenaean pottery imports,28 whereas, at Coppa Nevigata (and in northern Apulia in gen-
eral) only a few sherds of this kind occur in Apennine–Early Subapennine layers (MBA 3–RBA 1),29 
as if the communities of this area had little interest in this exotic pottery.30 This might imply that at 
the dawn of the 12th century something changed, as the demand for this alluring item rose sharply. 
The local manufacturing of wheelmade figulina pottery is strictly related to the vexed question of 
how local potters acquired the knowledge to produce such refined pottery. Given the absence of 
any evidence related to stable foreign presences at Coppa Nevigata, we tend to think that, at least 
in this case, no Aegean potters settled there. Indigenous craftsmen might well have mastered the 

28	 E.g. Roca Vecchia, S. Sabina and Scoglio del Tonno: Jones et al. 2014, 144, 146–147, 153–158.
29	 Recchia 2012a.
30	 Radina – Recchia 2006.

Fig. 7  Coppa Nevigata, Recent Bronze Age stone weight and stone moulds. 1. rounded stone weight perforated for 
suspension at the top from the ongoing excavations on the northeastern area; 2. stone mould from Mosso’s excavations; 

3. stone mould from the ongoing research. Scale 1:2 (drawings: 1, 3 G. Recchia; 2 modified from Belardelli 2004)

OREA_Jung 2020.indb   435 20.05.2021   09:39:33



A. Cazzella – G. Recchia436

production of Italo-Mycenaean vessels and over time become full-time specialised potters. R. Jung 
has recently suggested a specific model of interaction between indigenous and Aegean potters.31

The occurrence of bronze artefacts becomes substantial in the late Recent Bronze Age deposits 
(Fig. 6).32 Moreover, it is to this period that pieces of evidence pointing to the local production of 
metal objects can be dated, such as the presence of both limestone moulds (Fig. 7.2–3) and metal 
fragments possibly pertaining to ingots (Fig. 8; a peculiar fragment possibly pertaining to an ox-
hide ingot is discussed in detail in the next paragraph).33 These traces also refer to the presence at 
the site of locally based specialised bronze workers.

Bone and antler manufacturing possibly developed into a specialised activity in this period as 
well (Fig. 9). For instance, as mentioned above, the area localised just to the south of the eastern 
pile of crushed yellow limestone has yielded a group of semi-finished bones showing traces of 
metal saw cuts. In the same area, various types of ornaments made of different raw materials 
(metal, rock crystal quartz and perhaps ivory) and a rounded stone weight have also been found 
(Figs. 7.1; 9.4; 10),34 which lead to the hypothesis that composite adornments were manufactured 
and/or assembled there, as probably happened at other coeval or slightly later sites, such as Roca, 
Moscosi di Cingoli, Scarceta and Maccarese.35

This overall increase in craft production at the site may well be related to an upsurge in the 
role Coppa Nevigata played as a functionally distinct centre devoted to these activities. The rise 
of a social hierarchy within the community could have favoured this trend, yet this does not nec-
essarily imply that the site had established political territorial control. In fact, at present there is 
no evidence in Recent Bronze Age northern Apulia of a settlement pattern based on central places 
surrounded by satellite settlements. On the contrary, long-lasting major settlements, usually locat-
ed on the coast or at high spots overlooking trade routes, appear to be topographically separated 
from clusters of hamlets, commonly located inland.36

31	 Jung 2005, 59–60.
32	 Cazzella 2012.
33	 Recchia 2009; Cazzella 2012.
34	 Cazzella – Recchia 2016.
35	 Poggiani Keller et al. 2002; Sabbatini – Silvestrini 2005; Bietti Sestieri 2008, 32–33; Pagliara et al. 2008, 267–268; 

Maggiulli 2009; Ruggeri et al. 2010.
36	 Cazzella – Recchia 2017b.

Fig. 8  Coppa Nevigata, metal fragments possibly pertaining to ingots. 1. Fragment that may be interpreted as part of 
an ox-hide ingot, coming from the dig related to the reclaiming of the lagoon; 2. fragment from Puglisi’s excavations in 

the northwest area of the settlement. Scale 1:2 (1 modified from Belardelli 2004; 2 drawing G. Recchia)
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Exchange Activities

The role played by Coppa Nevigata in managing external exchange has a long history too, and in 
this respect the site might not have actually grown in importance after 1200 BC.

The site maintained exchanges with various cultural and geographic regions that are indicated 
by the circulation of artefacts and raw materials, besides the stylistic similarities with pottery 
productions across quite an extended territory.

As far as metallurgic production is concerned, the rise of a ‘metallurgical koiné’ encompassing 
the Italian peninsula and the eastern Mediterranean is a well-known phenomenon. Nevertheless, 
on closer investigation some regional differences are detectable for the circulation of specific 
models and objects, which suggest that preferential contacts were established between certain 
areas.37

37	 Some discussions of the relationships between northeastern Italy and the eastern Mediterranean are presented in 
Cassola Guida 1999 and Jung 2009, 73–74, 89 fig. 1.

Fig. 9  Coppa Nevigata, Recent Bronze Age antler and bone artefacts. 1–3. incised round-shaped ornaments from the 
ongoing excavations on the northeastern area; 4. decorated necklace spacer, possibly made of ivory, from the ongoing 
excavations in the northeastern area; 5. decorated grip from Puglisi’s excavations, 6. arrowhead with elongated stem 

from Puglisi’s excavations. Scale 1:2 (1–2, 4, 6 drawings G. Recchia; 3 photo G. Recchia; 5 photo F. Scarpelli)

Fig. 10  Coppa Nevigata, Recent Bronze Age rock crystal bead from the ongoing excavations on the northeastern area 
(drawing and photo: G. Recchia)
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As for pottery production, close comparisons can, in particular, be drawn with pottery assem-
blages from Recent Bronze Age sites in Molise and southern Apulia/the Ionic gulf, such as Orati-
no, 38 Porto Perone and Termitito, whereas the similarities with pottery from sites such as Canosa 
and Roca appear to be limited, but this might be due to the patchy distribution of sites sharing 
similar cultural traits that characterise southeastern Italy during the late 13th–12th centuries BC 
(RBA 1 and 2).39 Some of the metal artefacts occurring at Coppa Nevigata, namely Scoglio del 
Tonno-type knives and Torre Castelluccia-type daggers (Fig. 6.3–4), also exemplify connections 
with southern Apulian centres.

Differentiated exchanges with further regions are testified to by an array of goods. Tight re-
lationships with the terramare area and Marche are illustrated by antler and bone artefacts, such 
as incised round-shaped ornaments and grips and arrowheads with elongated stems (Fig. 9),40 
and the abovementioned sub-spherical stone weight perforated for suspension at the top (Fig. 
7.1).41 Amber and amber beads (i.e. the Tiryns-type bead)42 were possibly acquired from Veneto 
(perhaps via terramare). Metal weapons (i.e. the Pila del Brancòn-type spearhead, Fig. 6.5) and 
ornaments (i.e. Biandronno-type pin, Fig. 6.1)43 are also related to contacts (direct or mediated) 
with Veneto and Lombardia. Moreover, the Proto-Villanovan-type decoration occurred at Coppa 
Nevigata as far back as the 12th century BC (RBA 2) (Fig. 2.5–7)44 and was possibly conveyed 
here through the mediation of the Italian northeastern or central-eastern centres with which the 
site was in contact.

Connections with the eastern Adriatic coast were still flourishing during the Late Bronze Age 
too, as parallels between various metal artefacts from Coppa Nevigata and northeastern Adriatic 
and Balkan sites, ranging from ornaments to tools and weapons (Fig. 6.2, 6), would indicate.45

In addition to the small number of Aegean–Mycenaean vessels that are likely to have been 
imported, other goods, including rock crystal and perhaps ivory and copper,46 possibly came from 
the Eastern Mediterranean.

It is now widely accepted that from the 12th century BC onwards (if not earlier), Cypriot–Le-
vantine sailors ventured into the Adriatic corridor and directly reached the northwestern Adriatic 
centres (i.e. Fondo Paviani, Frattesina and perhaps Campestrin di Grignano Polesine – where 
Tiryns-type amber beads were manufactured).47 This might imply, however, that southwestern 
Adriatic settlements decreased in importance as intermediary centres in the exchange network 
between eastern Italy and the eastern Mediterranean,48 a role they certainly played within the 
Mycenaean connection. This notwithstanding, coastal Apulian settlements doubtless maintained 
an active role in transmarine exchange, and Cypriot–Levantine sailors probably visited them. 
A possible piece of evidence supporting this hypothesis is a fragment of a peculiar metal object 
coming from the dig carried out at Coppa Nevigata in relation to the reclaiming of the lagoon49 
that may be interpreted as part of an oxhide ingot (Fig. 8.1).50

38	 Copat – Danesi 2017.
39	 Cazzella – Recchia 2017a, 460–463, fig. 3.
40	 Bernabò Brea – Cardarelli 1997, figs. 190.14, 195.5, 204.2; Provenzano 1997, 531, figs. 295.13, 298.9; Pasquini 

2005; Cupitò 2006, fig. 22; Recchia et al. 2010, 302.
41	 Cardarelli et al. 1997, 636.
42	 Bellintani 2010, 145.
43	 Belardelli 2004, 98, fig. 34.1; Jung – Mehofer 2012.
44	 Cazzella – Recchia 2012b, pls. 19.9–17; 36A.
45	 In particular, a bronze necklace decorated with a series of parallel ribs, a bracelet with spiral-shaped end, a Muscoli-

type bronze sickle and a Pazhok-type spearhead all belonging to the Recent Bronze Age occur at Coppa Nevigata. 
Cazzella – Recchia 2016; Cazzella – Recchia 2018b.

46	 Cazzella – Recchia 2016.
47	 Cassola Guida 1999; Bettelli et al. 2015; Bellintani et al. 2015; Bietti Sestieri et al. 2015.
48	 Cazzella 2009; Borgna 2013, 137–138.
49	 C. Belardelli suggested that this was a fragment of an anvil (Belardelli 2004, 101, fig. 35.21).
50	 Cazzella 2012, 190.
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What still remains an open problem is the provenance of the metal used at Coppa Nevigata. 
Lead isotope analysis carried out on a Pila del Brancòn-type spearhead (Fig. 6.5)51 has indicated 
that the raw material is not compatible with Trentino sources,52 while it is close to Cypriot copper, 
although not completely compatible with it because of its trace element pattern.

Concluding Remarks

Ongoing socio-economic transformations of the community inhabiting Coppa Nevigata during 
the RBA left good archaeological traces. The settlement layout was significantly reshaped over 
this period and in the 12th century BC it appears to have been definitely renovated with the com-
plete conversion of the former large open space that had probably served public purposes and the 
construction of domestic building(s) on the artificial mound piled up near the gate.

The settlement plan now included some areas possibly intended for feasting (or in any case 
for food preparation/consumption involving a number of inhabitants), which differ in size and 
position. In one case (the northwestern sector of the settlement), a relatively small space of this 
kind interposes the dwellings and could have been related to the family units living in this specific 
area, while in the northeastern sector a far wider space seems devoted to these activities, possibly 
fostered by the elite group. It is in this period, in fact, that the establishing of a social hierarchy at 
the site is conspicuous.

One of the symptomatic transformations of the RBA community is the evidence of crop stor-
age inside domestic structures rather than in communal spaces, which took place from the late 13th 
century BC onwards. We are inclined to think that the tendency towards an increasing social rele-
vance of nuclear families might have been correlative to the gradual emergence of elite groups.53 
In fact, a growing division within kin groups can be associated with the rising of economic in-
equality between families. Both demographic ‘success’, related to the number of children and 
the longevity of family members, and economic ‘success’, deriving from harvest and breeding 
fluctuations, might well result in an imbalance between the various families. Nevertheless, the 
demographic/economic factor in itself may not suffice to explain a phenomenon such as the ‘pri-
vatisation’ of critical areas of the settlement (i.e. the artificial mound close to the settlement’s gate 
and the adjoining open space). It is likely that the emerging family group (or kin group) that was 
allowed to inhabit the artificial mound and possibly to manage the activities carried out in the 
surrounding spaces had achieved social recognition. Moreover, this group might have stood out 
from the rest because its size was larger than that of average families.

Wider transformations that were taking place in the Mediterranean during the 12th century BC 
(RBA 2) apparently did not negatively affect Coppa Nevigata, or, at least, they did not hamper 
the rise of a social hierarchy and the flourishing of specialised craft production. Nevertheless, the 
mutated scenario of transmarine networks must have caused the site to adapt to new equilibriums. 
The possible direct arrival of Cypriot–Levantine sailors in the northern Adriatic, for instance, 
might have resulted in the site losing its role as a hub between the northern and the southern Adri-
atic centres. Yet, it appears that Coppa Nevigata maintained an active role in exchange activities at 
both overland and transmarine levels, as testified by the occurrence of artefacts and raw materials 
of different kinds and origins encompassing various cultural and geographic regions, besides the 
affinities with pottery productions covering a more extended area. (A.C.)

Acknowledgements: We are indebted to R. Jung for his useful comments on the draft of this paper.

51	 Jung et al. 2011, 242; Jung – Mehofer 2012.
52	 Therefore, this spearhead was manufactured at the site, rather than imported from northern Italy.
53	 Cazzella – Recchia 2013, 203.
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This monograph presents a significant portion of the scientific results of 
the archaeological excavations at the Bronze Age settlement site of Punta 
di Zambrone on the Tyrrhenian coast of Calabria (southern Italy). These 
excavations were conducted from 2011 to 2013 in an Italian-Austrian 
cooperation. The book is the first in a series dedicated to the final publication 
of those excavations and focuses on the later part of the settlement history 
(13th–12th centuries BCE). Major topics include the topography of the site 
(including a harbour bay), its chronology, investigations into the economic 
basis of the Bronze Age society and its local, regional and interregional 
interactions. The new data from Punta di Zambrone are evaluated in 
comparison with new research results from coeval sites in Italy and Greece, 
which forms the basis for a historical contextualisation of the settlement and 
thus contributes to the broader reconstruction of Mediterranean history at 
the end of the 2nd millennium BCE. These coeval sites are presented by their 
excavators or investigators.
The authors conducted geophysical and bathymetric surveys as well as 
underwater archaeological investigations, typological analyses of artefacts, 
a definition of the relative and absolute chronology, archaeobotanic and 
archaeozoological studies, aDNA analysis, Sr isotope analyses on human 
and animal teeth, chemical and Pb isotope analyses on metal artefacts, 
provenance analyses of pottery vessels, amber and stone artefacts (from 
Zambrone and other sites).
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