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Abstract: In recent years, nanotechnology has sparked an interest in nanomodification of bituminous
materials to increase the viscosity of asphalt binders and improves the rutting and fatigue resistance
of asphalt mixtures. This paper presents the experimental results of laboratory tests on bituminous
mixtures laid on a 1052 m-long test section built in Rome, Italy. Four asphalt mixtures for wearing and
binder layer were considered: two polymer modified asphalt concretes (the former modified with
the additive Superplast and the latter modified with styrene–butadiene–styrene), a “hard” graphene
nanoplatelets (GNPs) modified asphalt concrete and a not-modified mixture. The indirect tensile
strength, water sensitivity, stiffness modulus, and fatigue resistance of the mixtures were tested
and compared. A statistical analysis based on the results has shown that the mixtures with GNPs
have higher mechanical performances than the others: GNP could significantly improve the tested
mechanical performances; further studies will be carried out to investigate its effect on rutting and
skid resistance.

Keywords: modified asphalt; fatigue resistance; stiffness modulus; graphene nanoplatelets; nanomod-
ification

1. Introduction

Road pavement distresses depend on fatigue cracking and rutting damages: in flexible
pavements both affect the bonded layers [1]. Their effects lead to a decrease in safety, dura-
bility, and efficiency of the infrastructure that have an impact on users and road agencies in
terms of economic costs. Moreover, road infrastructure entails environmental impacts, in
terms of abiotic resource depletion and emissions caused by roadworks [2–4]. For these
reasons, in recent decades research has focused on chemical products able to increase
durability and improve mechanical properties of pavements. The most frequently studied
products are fibers [5–7], rubber [8–10], and a wide variety of additives (e.g., polymer, iron
powder, hydrated lime, glass wastages [11–15]) and, more recently, nanomaterials [16,17].
Nanotechnology deals with the sub-nanometer dimensional scale; nanoparticle has its size
between 1 to 100 nm. Physics and chemistry of nanometric particles differ from those of
conventional materials due to the drastic increase in the surface area to volume ratio [18].
They are composed of high-performance materials that modify the molecular structure and
improve mechanical properties and durability of materials [19]. In regard to flexible pave-
ments, the mechanical behavior of bituminous materials depends on structural elements
and phenomena occurring at the micro and nanometric scale [20]. Indeed, nanomaterials
can improve the performance of binders and bound materials by providing better resistance
to traffic and environmental loads, and they can also mitigate the incompatibility between
some natural aggregates and bitumen, allowing more sustainable and long-lasting pave-
ments [21–23]. Among the nano additives considered in the literature, the most promising
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products for bituminous mixtures are; anoclays (NC), nanosilicates, carbon nanotubes
(CNTs), and graphene nanoplatelets (GNPs). Nanoclays are layered silicate nanoparticles,
compatible with organic monomers and polymers, with a layer thickness of the order of
1 nm [24]; they are relatively inexpensive compared to polymeric additives [25] and have
remarkable mechanical properties that increase the bitumen stiffness [26]. Nanosilicates are
advantageous due to their low production cost and high performance; hey could improve
resistance to aging, breaking, and cracking, but their low-temperature performances are
not remarkable [24]. Carbon nanotubes (CNTs) are nanometer-scale graphene sheets rolled
into hollow cylinders; they have a high mechanical performance [27] and their addition
increases adhesive forces and reduces susceptibility to moisture [28]. Furthermore, CNTs
can increase the resistance to fatigue and rutting, compared to conventional mixtures [29].
Meanwhile, the relatively high cost of CNTs limits their applications in flexible pavements.
GNPs consist of stacked graphene layers that can be characterized as nanodiscs with a
sub-micrometer diameter and thickness of about 1 nm. GNPs have remarkable mechanical
properties [30–32] and low cost; moreover, their homogeneous dispersion within the bitu-
minous matrix is simple [33]. The nanomodification of asphalt involves the binder used
to produce the mixtures; nanomaterials are mixed with bitumen [34] and in some cases
a modification with polymer is also performed, thus obtaining a polymer-modified nano
binder (PMB) [35].

In the literature, several studies demonstrated that carbon nanoparticles and CNTs im-
prove aging resistance and fatigue and rutting performances of bituminous binders [36,37];
the results show an improvement in the properties of the binders’ mixtures at high and
low temperatures [38]. The modification mechanisms strongly depends on the type of
additive, its dosage, and the adopted mixing procedure [39]. Having regard to asphalt
mixtures, several studies have found that the modification of conglomerates with nan-
oclays, nanosilicates, and carbon nanotubes increases durability in the storage phase and
resistance to aging, reduces water sensitivity, and improves mechanical properties at low
temperatures and pavement durability [24]. The comparison between the mechanical
properties of a not-modified and a modified mix reveals an increase in Marshall stability,
higher indirect tensile strength, higher stiffness, lower permanent deformation, and better
fatigue strength [40–43]. Moreover, nanomaterials can improve the aging resistance of
binders because they can act as a barrier thus delaying the oxidation process and they can
prevent the evaporation of the light components of bitumen [44].

This paper presents the first phase of a study carried out to comparative analysis
of volumetric, physical, and mechanical characteristics and functional performances of
not-modified and modified asphalt mixes used to build wearing and binder layers of a
full-scale flexible pavement. The test section was built in the Metropolitan City of Rome: a
1 km-long stretch of the Provincial Road SP 03 Ardeatina has been laid. It was divided into
four sections, whose wearing and binder layers were made with four asphalt mixes:

(1) Not-modified mixture;
(2) “Soft” modified asphalt concrete contains standard thermoplastic polymer additive

Superplast (in this paper the terms “soft and “hard” refer to the lowest and a highest
polymer additive content, respectively);

(3) “Hard” modified asphalt concrete contains SBS (styrene–butadiene–styrene);
(4) “Hard” GNP-modified asphalt concrete (this mixture contains the compound of

polymers, recycled hard plastic, and GNPs Gipave® by Iterchimica srl).

Each mix had Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement (RAP): 40% of removed binder and 30%
of removed wearing layer were recycled. As a whole, the mixes differ only in the additive
component; he aggregates come from the same quarry and have the same grading curve.
In the first phase, the mixtures were subjected to characterization of particle size and study
of volumetric properties. In the second phase, the physical–mechanical characteristics of
the mixtures were evaluated, that is the indirect tensile strength and the water sensitivity.
In the third phase, mechanical performances in terms of stiffness modulus and fatigue
resistance of the mixtures were investigated. The study has been strengthened by statistical
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analyses based on the collected data and involving the calculation of the arithmetic mean,
the standard deviation, and the coefficient of variation.

2. Materials and Methods

The analyzed bituminous mixtures were taken during the pavement construction
phase of a 1052 m-long test section built on the Provincial Road SP 03 Ardeatina, between
km 15 + 800 and km 16 + 852 into a southerly direction. The work consisted in the
replacement of 3 cm thick wearing layer and 7 cm thick binder layer. Four different
bituminous materials were considered, and the test section was divided into four sections
for comparative purposes:

• Section 1 (S1) is 265 m long, between km 15 + 800 and km 16 + 065, is composed of
modified asphalt concrete with GNPs;

• Section 2 (S2) is 179 m long, between km 16 + 121 and km 16 + 330, is composed of
“hard” modified asphalt concrete with SBS;

• Section 3 (S3) is 228 m long, between km 16 + 332 and km 16 + 560, is composed of
“soft” modified asphalt concrete with Superplast;

• Section 4 (S4) is 172 m long, between km 16 + 680 and km 16 + 825, is composed of
not-modified asphalt concrete.

Figure 1 shows the longitudinal section of the experimental stretch.

Figure 1. Longitudinal section of the experimental stretch.

The composition of the tested mixes Mi is listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Composition of the tested mixes.

Mix ID ID Layer Layer Type ID Modifier Modifier/Bitumen
(% by Weight)

RAP Surface
Layer (%)

Renovator/RAP
(%)

M1
W1 wearing GNP based

compound GNP 5
30

0.2

B1 binder 40

M2
W2 wearing

hard SBS 5
30

B2 binder 40

M3
W3 wearing

soft Superplast 3
30

B3 binder 40

M4
W4 wearing

not modified - - 30
B4 binder 40

The binder extraction according to the European standard EN 12697-1 allowed for
determination of the soluble binder content in the mixtures [45]. Table 2 lists the results for
the wearing and binder layers.
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Table 2. Bitumen content.

Layer ID Mix Bitumen/Mixture (%)

wearing

W1 5.95
W2 6.45
W3 6.62
W4 6.32

binder

B1 4.78
B2 5.03
B3 4.41
B4 3.80

Figures 2 and 3 show the mixture aggregates grading of the wearing and binder
layers, respectively.

Figure 2. Aggregate grading of the wearing layers.

Figure 3. Aggregate grading of the binder layers.

In the wearing layer (Figure 2) the aggregate mixtures are continuously and homo-
geneously graded, while in the binder layer (Figure 3) a difference is appreciated due to
coarse calcareous aggregates which in the compaction phase may have a slight crushing.
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2.1. Volumetric Characteristics

The theoretical maximum density of the bituminous mixtures (ρmc) has been calculated
according to EN 12697-5 (Equation (1)):

ρmc =
100(

pa
ρa

)
+

(
pb
ρb

) (1)

where pa is the percentage of aggregate in the mixture, ρa is the apparent density of the
aggregate, pb is the percentage of binder in the mixture, and ρb is the density of the binder
at 25 ◦C, where (Equation (2))

pa + pb = 100% (2)

Cylindrical samples were prepared according to the European standard EN 12697-31,
the bulk density (ρbssd) has been evaluated according to the saturated surface dry method
EN 12697-6, and the air voids content according to EN 12697-8.

2.2. Physical-Mechanical Properties
2.2.1. Indirect Tensile Strength and Water Sensitivity

According to the European standard EN 12697-23, the indirect tensile strength (ITS) of
the mixtures has been evaluated.

In order to investigate the durability and moisture susceptibility of the mixtures, the
indirect tensile test has been carried out on dry and water conditioned specimens; the
Indirect Tensile Strength Ratio (ITSR) is given by Equation (3) (EN 12697-12):

ITSR =
ITSW
ITSd

·100 (3)

where ITSW is the indirect tensile strength of specimens saturated and stored in water
at 40 ◦C for 72 h, and ITSd is the indirect tensile strength of specimens stored dry at
room temperature.

2.2.2. Stiffness Modulus

The stress–strain response of pavement under traffic loading has been investigated
according to the annex C of the standard EN 12697-26. The test was carried out on
cylindrical specimens, adopting an indirect tensile configuration, and applying dynamic
pulses with a haver-sinusoidal load shape and a fixed pulse repetition time of 3 s. The
tests were performed in deformation control, calibrating pulses to generate a horizontal
deformation of 5 µm in the specimens. To evaluate the sensitivity of the stiffness modulus
(Sm) to temperature, the tests were carried out at 5 ◦C, 25 ◦C, and 40 ◦C. Specimens with
the same void content were tested in order to compare Sm of asphalt mixtures that differ
only for their binder (Equation (4)):

Sm =
F

z·h ·(ν + 0.27) (4)

where F is the maximum value of the applied load, z is the amplitude of the horizontal
deformation, h is the average thickness of the specimen, and ν is the Poisson’s ratio.

2.2.3. Fatigue Resistance

The fatigue strength has been performed according to the EN 12697-24 standard
(Annex E), which allows determining the fatigue strength of cylindrical specimens of
bituminous conglomerate in indirect tensile configuration. Dynamic pulses were applied
with a haver-sinusoidal load shape, a load frequency of 2 Hz, and a test temperature of
25 ◦C were chosen. Three tests were carried out for each type of analyzed mixture, at
different initial strain levels (ε0) between 100 µε and 400 µε. Once the specified initial
horizontal diametral deformation has been reached, the test was stress controlled and the
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deformation trend was monitored from the fixed ε0. Two failure criteria were adopted
to calculate the fatigue strength: the number of cycles in which the initial deformation
doubled, and the number of load cycles in which the fracture of the specimen occurred,
hence a sudden increase in deformation. For each type of bituminous mixture, the trend of
the stiffness modulus was evaluated as the load cycles vary and finally the fatigue curves
were represented.

3. Results
3.1. Volumetric Characteristics

Ten specimens were molded for each mixture using gyratory compactor in order to
evaluate voids contents. The results in Table 3 showed air voids in a relatively narrow
range (i.e., minimum 5.65% and maximum 6.61%) for wearing mixes. A wider range (i.e.,
minimum 4.85% and maximum 6.99%) was obtained for binder mixes, although it should
be noted that the modified mixes (i.e., B1 to B3) showed very close air voids, whereas
the not-modified binder mix (i.e., B4) voids content was quite higher than modified ones
probably due to the lower content of bitumen. All mixes showed low variability in terms
of air voids, as confirmed by the standard deviations in Table 3.

Table 3. Air voids of the mixtures.

Layer ID Mix Average Voids (%) Standard Deviation (%)

wearing

W1 6.61 0.293
W2 6.15 0.192
W3 5.65 0.207
W4 6.50 0.192

binder

B1 5.16 0.272
B2 4.85 0.259
B3 5.30 0.278
B4 5.99 0.218

The box and whisker plots in Figures 4 and 5 permit the explanatory data analysis of
the average voids content of the wearing and binder mixtures, respectively. The distribution
of numerical data demonstrates that the experimental data set is normally distributed,
without observations that are numerically distant from the rest of the data (i.e., outliers).
Most of median line of each box plot lies outside of the other boxes; it confirms that there is
likely a difference between the tested materials.

Figure 4. Voids content of wearing mixtures.
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Figure 5. Voids content of binder mixtures.

3.2. Physical and Mechanical Characteristics
3.2.1. Indirect Tensile Strength

Table 4 lists the average ITS values obtained from six parallel Marshall specimens
prepared in the laboratory for each mix.

Table 4. ITS values of the mixtures.

Layer ID mix 1# 2# 3# 4# 5# 6# Average
(MPa)

Standard Deviation
(MPa)

wearing

W1 1.91 1.93 1.91 1.90 1.89 1.91 1.92 0.011
W2 1.67 1.61 1.64 1.67 1.65 1.61 1.63 0.025
W3 1.86 1.88 1.87 1.83 1.84 1.84 1.85 0.018
W4 1.59 1.58 1.57 1.57 1.55 1.56 1.59 0.016

binder

B1 1.95 1.94 1.94 1.95 1.94 1.90 1.94 0.018
B2 1.58 1.57 1.56 1.60 1.54 1.55 1.56 0.021
B3 1.88 1.90 1.99 1.91 1.93 1.95 1.93 0.037
B4 1.92 1.89 1.88 1.88 1.90 1.92 1.91 0.016

Figures 6 and 7 represent the ITS values for wearing and binder mixtures, respectively.

Figure 6. Average ITS of wearing mixtures, T = 25 ◦C.
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Figure 7. Average ITS of binder mixtures, T = 25 ◦C.

The box and whisker plots in Figures 6 and 7 highlight that there are not outliers in
the experimental data set. Both for the wearing and binder mixtures the median line of
each box plot lies outside of the other boxes. ITS values at 25 ◦C is sensitive to mixture
properties (e.g., air voids, asphalt binder content, binder grade, and aggregates); it justifies
the observed differences. However, all mixtures showed high values of ITS that could
result in low cracking resistance and fragile behavior of materials. Therefore, this data set
has been compared with results from stiffness modulus and the fatigue resistance tests.

3.2.2. Water Sensitivity

For each Mi mix, a set of six Marshall specimens was selected to evaluate the indirect
tensile strength ratio as a performance indicator for water sensitivity of asphalt. All
the specimens intended for these tests were compacted using a Marshall hammer with
35 blows per face. Table 5 lists the obtained ITSR indices, their average, and standard
deviation values.

Table 5. ITSR values of the mixtures.

Layer ID Mix 1# 2# 3# 4# 5# 6# Average
(%)

Standard Deviation
(%)

wearing

W1 96.2 91.8 91.8 95.9 95.6 92.7 94.0 1.23
W2 89.7 96.3 88.9 93.2 96.9 93.2 93.1 1.41
W3 89.9 86.3 87.9 85.8 88.6 90.3 88.1 1.14
W4 87.4 89.9 86.9 90.1 87.9 90.1 88.7 2.84

binder

B1 94.39 96.80 94.11 94.94 92.22 91.49 94.1 0.86
B2 89.93 96.37 91.25 89.62 94.86 96.33 92.7 1.26
B3 89.91 85.02 90.40 87.67 87.61 88.11 90.8 1.23
B4 88.61 92.57 88.64 88.96 88.75 88.75 90.6 1.63

Low values of standard deviation indicate that the values tend to be close to the
average; the coefficient of variation (i.e., the ratio between the standard deviation and the
average) is much less than 1 for each Mi. Figures 8 and 9 show the box and whisker plots
of ITSR values for wearing and binder mixtures, respectively.
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Figure 8. ITSR of wearing mixtures.

Figure 9. ITSR of binder mixtures.

All the mixtures showed a reduced sensitivity to water since they had no significant
drops in ITS after conditioning. The observed trend of ITSR demonstrates that the water
sensitivity is increasing from M1 to M3, while the performances of M3 and M4 are com-
parable. Moreover, an outlier value is observed for B4 (i.e., 92.57% for specimen 2#). The
results indicate a lower sensitivity to water, a lower loss of performance, and a greater
durability of the mixtures modified with GNPs.

3.2.3. Stiffness Modulus

The stiffness modulus tests were carried out at different temperatures (i.e., 5 ◦C, 25 ◦C,
and 40 ◦C). For each temperature and mixture, four specimens were tested, and the average
results of stiffness modulus are listed in Table 6. Specimens with the same voids content
were selected to carry out the tests, because both the stiffness modulus and the fatigue
resistance are seriously affected by Vm. The statistical analysis of the data set revealed
that the test results were reliable because testing variation for each mixture was small
(i.e., the standard deviation was low and the coefficient of variation was much less than 1
for each Mi).



Materials 2021, 14, 2434 10 of 17

Table 6. Average values of stiffness modulus (S) at 5 ◦C, 25 ◦C, 40 ◦C and void contents.

ID mix

Stiffness Modulus (MPa)

Vm (%)T = 5 ◦C T = 25 ◦C T = 40 ◦C

Average Standard Deviation
(MPa) Average Standard Deviation

(MPa) Average Standard Deviation
(MPa)

W4 7843 35 1807 7 895 49 5.6
W3 8559 21 2383 35 1170 19 5.7
W2 8682 36 2538 34 1302 20 5.5
W1 8760 76 2649 32 1364 32 5.6
B4 7738 20 1612 10 746 40 5.3
B3 8320 26 1840 12 898 4 5.3
B2 8499 30 1976 22 960 19 5.4
B1 8565 56 2010 33 1020 44 5.2

The mixtures prepared with modified bitumen have higher stiffness modulus values
than those prepared with traditional bitumen. It was also noted that the mixtures modified
with GNPs showed, at all tested temperatures, values of the stiffness modulus greater than
the others. The higher stiffness is due to the elastic properties of GNP modified mixtures.
The increase of the stiffness modulus compared to M1 is in Figure 10a,b for wearing and
binder layers, respectively.

Figure 10. Increase of the stiffness modulus compared to M1 (a) wearing and (b) binder.

In the GNP-modified wearing, at 40 ◦C the increase is +52% compared to W4, +17%
compared to the soft mixture (W3), and +5% compared to the hard mixture (W2). The
increase in the modulus achieved in M1 is remarkable compared to M4. A slight increase is
observed compared to M3 and M2. This result is most noticeable at high temperatures. The
increase in stiffness modulus at high temperatures reduces tensile deformations induced
by traffic loads. The higher elasticity and the greater resistance of the mixture is due to the
large specific surface and mechanical properties of GNPs [31,32,37,46].

3.2.4. Fatigue Resistance

Finally, fatigue tests with different initial strain values (i.e., 200 µε, 250 µε, and 350 µε)
have been carried out on four specimens of each mixture conditioned at 25 ◦C. Figure 11
shows the average relationships between the number of load applications and the total
horizontal deformation in B1.
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Figure 11. Deformation curves of B1 for different initial strain values.

In Figure 11 there are three distinct regions: in the initial part the slope of the defor-
mation curve decreases with increasing number of loading repetitions, in the middle part
the slope of the curve is quite flat, and in the last part the slope increases with increasing
number of loading cycles causing a fast and complete fracture of the specimen. The first
two phases refer to the crack initiation, while the third one describes the crack propagation,
when transition of microcracks into macrocracks occurs. For all the mixtures, the evolution
of the modulus in the first phase is greatly affected by the initial strain (ε0); the greater ε0
the greater the decrease of the complex modulus. Figures 12 and 13 show stiffness curves
for ε0 = 200 µε for wearing and binder layers, respectively.

At any ε0, the initial part of the curves highlights a minor decrease in stiffness modulus
for M1 mixtures compared to the others. Moreover, the middle part of GNP-modified
mixtures is longer in terms of number of load repetitions before failure.

Figure 12. Fatigue curve of wearing layers, ε0 = 200 µε.
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Figure 13. Fatigue curve of binder layers, ε0 = 200 µε.

Tables 7 and 8 list all the average fatigue test results for wearing and binder layers,
respectively, where N(2ε0) is the number of repetitions to double the initial strain and Nf is
the number of repetitions to have a failure.

Table 7. Results of fatigue tests—wearing mixtures.

Layer ε0 (µε) σ0 (kPa) N(2ε0) Nf

W4

200

185 39,010 114,720
W3 230 47,360 130,440
W2 370 55,230 150,100
W1 230 66,310 172,010

W4

250

280 9100 25,900
W3 390 13,630 34,220
W2 240 18,100 48,790
W1 300 23,180 56,130

W4

300

420 2800 10,250
W3 260 3910 13,990
W2 330 4310 15,740
W1 440 4950 17,330

Table 8. Results of fatigue tests—binder mixtures.

Layer ε0 (µε) σ0 (kPa) N(2ε0) Nf

B4

200

185 36,410 110,640
B3 200 41,150 127,250
B2 320 52,100 148,210
B1 180 62,980 170,940

B4

250

220 8950 23,290
B3 330 11,910 31,100
B2 180 16,720 44,640
B1 230 20,220 50,550

B4

300

335 2480 9950
B3 190 3150 11,070
B2 230 3750 12,650
B1 335 4350 14,050
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In this study, strain increase by a factor of two over its initial value has been adopted
as failure criterion. Data from Tables 7 and 8 allowed definition of the fatigue curves for
wearing and binder layers in Figures 14 and 15, respectively.

Figure 14. Fatigue curves—wearing mixtures.

Figure 15. Fatigue curves—binder mixtures.

The fatigue curves highlight M1 mixtures (i.e., the blue curves in Figures 14 and 15)
have the best performances, while M4 ensure the lowest resistance to fatigue (i.e., the
green curves in Figures 14 and 15). M1 mixtures offer slightly better fatigue strength than
modified mixtures with SBS (i.e., M2) and Superplast (i.e., M3). Tables 9 and 10 detail
the percentage increase of load repetitions compared to W1 and B1 mixtures calculated
as the ratio between the number of load repetitions to double ε0 in the examined mixture
(NWx,2ε0 for the wearing layer) or to achieve failure (NWx,f for the wearing layer) and the
reference (i.e., that with GNPs) (NW1,2ε0 or NW1,f, respectively, for the wearing layer).
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Table 9. Percentage increase of load repetitions compared to W1.

Layer ε0 (µε) NWx,2ε0/NW1,2ε0 NWx,f/NW1,f

W4
200 70% 50%
250 155% 117%
350 77% 69%

W3
200 40% 32%
250 70% 64%
350 27% 24%

W2
200 20% 15%
250 28% 15%
350 15% 10%

Table 10. Percentage increase of load repetitions compared to B1.

Layer ε0 (µε) NBx,2ε0/NB1,2ε0 NBx,f/NB1,f

B4
200 73% 55%
250 126% 117%
350 75% 41%

B3
200 53% 34%
250 70% 63%
350 38% 27%

B2
200 21% 15%
250 21% 13%
350 16% 11%

The increase in fatigue resistance is due to the less propagation of microcracks and to
the self-healing properties provided by the GNP modifier compound.

4. Conclusions

In the past decade, nanotechnology has been explored in a wide range of disciplines
with the “bottom-up” engineering approach; nanomodification technology aims to influ-
ence the mass properties of materials leading to new applications or enhanced utilities
using chemical or physical properties operating at the nanoscale.

This article studies the mechanical properties of a “hard” graphene nanoplatelets
(GNPs) modified asphalt mixture compared to a not- modified and two polymer-modified
asphalt mixtures (the former mix is a “soft” modified asphalt concrete with Superplast;
the latter is a “hard” modified asphalt concrete with SBS). Eight mixtures—four wearing
and four for binder layers—have been analyzed. All the mixtures were sampled during
the construction of a 1052 m-long test stretch composed of four sections for comparative
purposes. Particularly, the mixtures were laboratory evaluated in terms of volumetric,
physical, and mechanical performances; the void contents, indirect tensile strength, water
sensitivity, stiffness modulus, and fatigue resistance were tested on several specimens of
each mixture. Based on the analysis of the results obtained from the laboratory tests, all the
mixtures show high values of indirect tensile strength and low water sensitivity; however,
the GNP modified mix shows a higher ITRS and a lower drop in ITS after conditioning.
GNP modified mixes also show higher stiffness especially at higher temperatures when
compared with the not-modified asphalt mix; this means they are suitable for warm
climates. Fatigue resistance has been monitored as loss in stiffness modulus vs. number of
repetitions; GNP modified mixes show a slower stiffness decrease at any initial strain level
according to EN 12697-24 (Annex E). The fatigue curves highlight that GNP mixtures have
better performances than the not-modified asphalt concrete and slightly better even than
the mixtures modified with SBS and Superplast.

The results showed that GNPs improve the mechanical performance of the modified
asphalt mixture and its durability. The high surface area of GNPs increases the pavement’s
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bonding strength and makes the asphalt binder stiffer. Therefore, the binder modification
at the nanoscale can optimize the performance of bituminous materials, with a consequent
improvement in mechanical properties and durability of road pavements.

The current research on the use of nanomaterials in asphalt mixtures is composed of
two phases: the former involves the laboratory characterization of laid materials; the latter
will include the investigation of the built pavements exposed to traffic. This paper presents
the findings of the first phase only. The investigation in the second phase will involve
the comparison of structural and functional properties of the considered wearing layers
having regard to their skid and rutting resistance, respectively. Moreover, further research
could be developed to compare high-performance mixtures and assess the environmental
impacts and maintenance costs of road pavements managed with nanotechnologies.
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