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Elaiussa Sebaste 2016

Annalisa POLOSA — Muharrem ORAL

This year the research in Elaiussa was again focused on
the areas investigated during the past seasons, in order
to complete the excavation of the structures uncovered
in the area of the Great Baths’ Basilica, in the Little
Baths, and in the residential quarter on the promon-
tory. Moreover, excavations were carried out in the
Southwestern Necropolis after the cleaning performed
last year! (Fig. 1).

Basilica of the Great Baths

In the Basilica of the Great Baths the activities have been
focused, on one hand, on understanding the building
phases of the Northern annex. Therefore, stratigraphi-
cal soundings were made in the sector of the two doors
opened in the hall — one in the Northern nave and the
other in the area of the apses (Fig. 2). The first sounding
allowed us to reconstruct a sequence in which a build-
ing of the Roman period, probably related to the rock-
cut tomb, preceded the huge structures related to the
monumentalization of the area in the 2nd century A.D.
This situation can be compared to the one in the area
of the Agora, where private residential structures were
obliterated when the area became a public space.

The sequence of the Byzantine structures seems to show
that the Northern annex was added to the original plan
of the basilica’s three naves by using the wall of small
blocks from the Roman period that covered the slope.
The function of this room, occupied by a rock-cut tomb
and earlier Roman structures yet with scanty traces
of built floors, is not totally clear. Still, the hypothesis
that it could be a crypt, functional to the tomb of late
Hellenistic or early Roman times, can be retained.

1 We wish to thank M. Conti, A. Naspi, M. F. Pipere (Basilica
of the Great Baths), E. Casagrande Cicci (Little Baths),
C. Fornace (Little Baths and Southwestern Necropolis),
V. lacomi (Residential Quarter), E. Mura, R. Civetta (restora-
tions), M. Braini, A. Janesch (topography), A. Kizilarslanoglu
(ceramics), Z. Arslan (small finds restoration).
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Elaiussa’da bu yilki calismalarda, énceki yillarda kazi-
lan alanlarda ¢alismalar strddrilmds, Biyik Hamam
Bazilikasi, Kiiciik Hamam ve burun (zerindeki konut ala-
ninda aciga cikartilan yapilarin kazilarinin tamamlamasi
hedeflenmistir. Ayrica, Giineybati Nekropol'de de énceki
yil gerceklestirilen temizlik calismalarinin ardindan kazi-
lar baglatilmistir’ (Res. 1).
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Fig. T Plan
Res. 1 Plan

1 M. Conti, A. Naspi, M. F. Pipere (Biiyiik Hamam Bazilikasi),
E. Casagrande Cicci (Kigik Hamam), C. Fornace (Kigik
Hamam ve Glineybati Nekropol), V. lacomi (konut bolge-
si), E. Mura, R. Civetta (restorasyon), M. Braini, A. Janesch
(topografya), A. Kizilarslanoglu (seramik), Z. Arslan’a (kiigiik
eser restorasyonu) tesekkdrlerimizi sunmak istiyoruz.
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Fig. 2 Basilica of the Great Baths, stratigraphical sounding.
Res. 2 Biyiik Hamam Bazilikasi, stratigrafik sondaj.
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Biiyiik Hamam Bazilikasi

Biyiik Hamam Bazilikasi’ndaki c¢alismalar bir yanda
Kuzey Ek Yapi’'nin insa evrelerini anlamaya yogunlagti.
Dolayisiyla, ana mekana agilan iki kapinin civarinda,
biri kuzey nef digeri ise apsisler alaninda olmak iizere
stratigrafi amacli sondajlar acildi (Res. 2). Birinci son-
dajdan edindigimiz bilgiye gére bu alan, MS 2. yy.da
anitsal mimariyle donatilmisti ve daha 6ncesinde de
muhtemelen bir kaya mezari ile ilintili bir Roma Dénemi
yapist mevcuttu. Bu durum aslinda Agora alaninda ézel
konutlarin kaldirilip, yerlerini kamu yapisina birakmasiyla
kiyaslanabilir.

Bizans yapilarinin sirasi, Kuzey Ek Yapi’nin, orijinalde
yamaci orten Roma Dénemi kiigik bloklu duvarin kul-
lanilmasiyla, ¢ nefli bazilikaya eklendigini isaret ediyor
gibidir. Kaya mezari ve daha erken Roma yapilarinin
taban désem izlerini barindiran bu mekanin iglevi hentiz
kesinlik kazanmamustir. Yine de Geg¢ Hellenistik veya
Erken Roma Dénemi’ne ait mezarin kripta’si olabilecegi
savi gecerliligini korumaktadir.

Diger yanda, nartheks ve apsis alaninda bir kazinin
gerceklestirilebilmesi amaciyla biiyiik bir ¢calisma yapil-
mistir. Mimari fragman yiginlart kaldirlmis ve Kuzey Ek
Yapi’'nin dogusundaki yamacg temizlenmistir. Béylece
Biiyiik Hamam Kompleksi ve Bazilika Kompleksi arasin-
daki baglantiyr gérmek miimkiin olmustur (Res. 3). 56z

Fig. 3 Great Baths.

Res. 3 Biiyik Hamam.
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Fig. 4 Little Baths.
Res. 4 Kiictik Hamam.

On the other side, a big work was carried out to prepare
the excavation of the narthex and the areas of the apses.
The deposits of architectural fragments were removed,
and the slope east of the Northern annex was cleaned.
This way, we had the chance to see the link between
the Great Baths’ building and the Basilica’s complex
(Fig. 3). The area is currently under excavation, and we
will present the results next year.

Little Baths

The excavations of the Little Baths on the promontory
were conducted with the aim both of completing the
building’s plan and understanding the road system
running from the terrace facing the Southern harbor to
the area of the thermal building. Two areas were thus
opened - one to the south of the complex and one east
of the apodyterium.

In the area south of the complex, excavations carried
out in 2013 revealed a part of the road and two water
channel systems. This year excavations shed new light
about the water supply of the area in its later occupation
phases. The water channel ends at a small cistern, which
has a terracotta tile floor and traces of hydraulic coating.
The original passageway of Hellenistic or Roman times
gave place in the Byzantine period to a secondary water
channel system linked with the production area brought
to light in the western area of the complex. A sounding
was made to understand the stratigraphy of the trilithic
door and the polygonal wall.

Then, the excavations in the Eastern sector of the baths
brought to light a production installation settled in a
readapted space of the building. Its function is witnessed
by water channels, benches, and the accurate placing of
vases and basins in dedicated areas of the room (Fig. 4).
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konusu alan hélihazirda kazilmakta oldugundan sonug-
lari 6niimiizdeki yil sunabilecegiz.

Kiigiik Hamam

Burun izerindeki Kiigiik Hamam’in kazisi hem yapinin
planini tam olarak anlamak hem de Giiney Liman’a
bakan terastan hamam yapisi alanina uzanan yol sebeke-
sini ortaya ¢ikarmak amaciyla gerceklestirildi. Bu neden-
le biri kompleksin giineyinde ve digeri apodyterium’un
dogusunda olmak iizere iki alanda kazi ¢alismasi yapild.

Kompleksin giiney tarafinda 2013 yilinda gerceklestirilen
kazilarda bir sokak ve iki su kanali ortaya cikarilmigti. Bu
vilki ¢calismalarda gec iskan evrelerinde alana su temini-
nin nasil saglandigi konusunda yeni bulgulara ulasild:
su kanali, ici pismis toprak plakalarla dégeli ve hidrolik
siva izleri bulunan kigiik bir sarnicta sonlanmaktadir.
Hellenistik ve Roma Dénemi’ne ait orijinal gecidin yerini
Bizans Dénemi’nde, kompleksin bati kesiminde ortaya
ctkarilan tretim alaniyla ilgili ikincil bir su kanalr sistemi
almugtir. Hellenistik kapi ve poligonal duvarin stratigrafisi-
ni anlayabilmek icin bir sondaj kazisi gerceklestirilmistir.
Daha sonra hamamin dogu sektoriindeki kazilarda yapi-
nin tekrar diizenlenen bir mekaninda iretim igligi ortaya
ctkarildi. Mekanin yeni islevi su kanallari, sekiler ve belirli
noktalara 6zenle yerlestirilmis vazo ve teknelerin varligry-
la tespit edilmistir (Res. 4).

Kazilar yapinin orijinal planini elde etmek amaciyla
hélihazirda yesil ve beyaz mermerle kapli ve 6zenli hid-
rolik harg ile sivali dikdértgen bir teknenin bulundugu bir
mekanda devam etmektedir.

Konut Alani

Portiko’nun giineyinde, ¢ok miktarda kiremit ve tugla,
terazi ve terazi agirhg da dahil metal parcalarinin isa-
ret ettigi lretime yonelik bulgularin tespit edildigi bir
mekanda kazilari tamamlama amaciyla calismalar stir-
diirtlmustdr.

Diger yanda arastirmalarimiz, portiko’nun giineydogu-
sunda agagidan yukari terasa uzanan yolun evrelerini
anlamaya yénelik gerceklestirilmistir (Res. 5). Yolun
glineydogusundaki kazilarda agiga cikarilan su kanallari
muhtemelen opus vittatum teknigiyle insa edilen bir
vapiyla ilgili olmalidir ve bu da sokak genisliginin, firin
civarindaki poligonal duvarla sinirlanan sokaginki ile
ayni oldugunu gosterir. Halihazirda, adanin bu kesimin-
deki yol sebekesinin, diizenli bir 1zgara plan olmaksizin,
vapilarin planlari ve ana kaya seviyeleri ile belirlenen dar
ve dizensiz giizergdhlar halinde oldugunu séylemek
mimkdiindiir.



EXCAVATION REPORTS

Excavations are currently going on in a room related to
the original plan of the building. There we found a rec-
tangular basin, decorated with green and white marble
and carefully coated with hydraulic mortar.

Residential Quarter

The work continued to complete the excavation of one
of the rooms south of the portico where some produc-
tive activities are testified by the find of a huge quantity
of tiles and bricks and of metal fragments, among which
was a balance and a balance weight.

The research also focused on understanding the phases
of the road running from the lower to the upper terrace
in the area southeast of the portico (Fig. 5). Southeast
of the road, the excavations revealed water channels
probably related to a building made in opus vittatum.
This testifies that the width of the street was like the one
delimited by the polygonal wall in the area of the kiln.
At present, we can thus say that the road system in this
part of the island was made by narrow, irregular paths,
determined by the bedrock levels and the organization
of the buildings’ plans, without a regular grid.

Southwestern Necropolis

The excavations in Southwestern Necropolis (Fig. 6)
involved three funerary buildings, lying on two different
terraces of the slope, and the surrounding area. Tomb 1,
on the higher terrace, is an L-shaped building made of

KAZI RAPORLARI

Fig. 5 Residental Quarter.
Res. 5 Konut Alani.

Fig. 6 Southwestern Necropolis.

Res. 6 Giineybati Nekropolis.
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Fig. 7 Soutwestern Necropolis Mosaic of Tomb.
Res. 7 Gtineybati Nekropolis mozaikli mezar.

small blocks and situated on bedrock on its eastern side.
It has a plain roof on the outer side and a vaulted ceiling
on the inner. It is divided into three different funerary
rooms, of which the southern one has been investigated.

The room had three arcosolia, whose benches were
paved with a white tesserae mosaic. The central part
of the floor was decorated with a mosaic carpet, with
a geometrical colored frame surrounding the central
inscription EYTHPQC (Fig. 7). Some fragments of a ter-
racotta sarcophagus were found in the abandoned layers
inside the tomb.

Tomb 2, on the same terrace, with its entrance to the
east, is made of opus quadratum and has a square plan.
It had the same covering system of the previous grave
but was badly damaged by modern reuse as a stable.

The funerary room shows three limestone klinai and
traces of the floor preparation for a white tesserae
mosaic.
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Giineybati Nekropol

Glineybati Nekropol'deki ¢calismalar yamag tzerinde iki
farkli terasta konumlanan (ic mezar yapisi ve cevrele-
rindeki alanda yuritilmagtir (Res. 6). Yukari terastaki
Mezar 1, kiiciik bloklarla insa edilmis L-bicimli bir yap:
olup doguda ana kaya lzerine oturmaktadir. Dista sade
bir cati ve icte ise tonozlu ortiiye sahiptir; icerdigi l¢
mezar odasindan giineydeki incelenmistir.

S6z konusu mekanda, sekileri beyaz tesserali mozaik
dogeli ii¢ adet arcosolium yer alir. Tabanin orta kisminda
mezar yazitlarinda sik¢a rastlanan EYITHRQC (glizel
ihtiyar adam) yazitinin etrafi cok renkli geometrik desenli
bir bordiirle cercevelidir (Res. 7). Mezarin icinde pismis
toprak bir lahide ait bazi parcalar ele gecmistir.

Ayni terasta bulunan Mezar 2’nin girisi dogu yénde olup
opus quadratum tekniginde insa edilmistir. Kare planli
yapi bir 6nceki mezar ile ayni rtii sistemine sahiptir ve
glinimiizde ahir olarak kullanimi sebebiyle kéti sekilde
tahrip olmustur.

Mezar odasinda (¢ adet kiregtasi kline ve beyaz tessera’li
mozaik icin althk hazirligina dair izler bulunur.

Alt terasta konumlanan Mezar 3 de daha sonraki evreler-
de tekrar kullanimdan kaynaklanan biiyiik tahribata ugra-
mustir. Kemerli orijinal giris kuzey tarafta, Prokonnesos
mermerinden lahit icin hazirlanan kaidenin kalintilarina
dogru yoneliktir. Ust értiisii muhtemelen icte tonozlu ve
dista iki yéne egimli kirma cati seklindeydi. Mezarin bati
kesiminde kare tuglalarla doseli tabana ait izler kalmistir.
Ucgen alinliklarinda rozet bezemeli ve késelerde palmet
akroterli lahit kapag mezarin kuzeybati kesiminde ele
gecmistir; alanin sonraki kullanim evrelerinde zemin
dbsemesi olarak tekrar kullanilmis halde lahit teknesinin
parcalar agiga cikarilmis olup bu pargalarda Gorgon
basi ve girlandli bezeme ve késelerde kanatl birer Nike
tespit edilmistir.

Restorasyonlar

Konut Alani ve imalat Mahallesi’'ndeki her zamanki duvar
bakiminin yani sira bu yil gerceklestirilen restorasyon
calismalari hem yapisal sebeplerden hem de yapinin ori-
jinal bicimini daha kolay algilayabilmek amaciyla Kii¢tik
Hamam’in mekanlarinin kapi ve pencerelerinin restitiis-
yonuna yonelik gerceklestirildi (Res. 8). Asagi terastaki
firnin lzerini 6rtmek icin bir proje hazirlanip sunuldu.
Bugtinlerde mozaiklerin ve opus sectile bezemelerin
genel incelemesi tabanlarin ve sivalarin tam konsoli-
dasyonuna yonelik hazirlik ve uygulama amacl olarak
stirdiiriilmektedir.
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Fig. 8 Vaulted Rooms of the Little Baths Restorations.

Tomb 3 is located on the lower terrace and was also
badly damaged by later use. The original entrance,
framed by an arch, was on the northern side towards
the remains of the base for the Proconnesian marble
sarcophagus. The roof was probably vaulted in its inner
part and double-pitched on the outside. Some remains
of a floor made of square bricks were found in the west-
ern part of the grave. The sarcophagus lid, with rosette
decorations on the gables and palmettes on the acrote-
ria, was found in the northwestern part of the tomb. A
fragment of the coffin, decorated with a Gorgon’s head
and garlands, and showing two winged Nikai on the
corners, was also brought to light. It had been reused as
a pavement in a later phase of occupation of the area.

Restorations

The restoration activities carried out this year, besides
ordinary maintenance of the walls mostly in the
Residential and Productive Quarter, focused on com-
pleting the restitution of the doors and windows of the
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Res. 8 Kiigiik Hamam restorasyonu.

Genel Topografya

1990’larda  Mimar Ezio
Mitchell'in hazirladigi ve batida Kuru Cay’a, kuzeybatida
ise adanin ucuna kadar uzanan topografik gridleme dahi-
lindedir. Gegen yillar boyunca gelistirilen bu gridleme
yeni bir arastirmanin da baslangic noktasini olusturmak-
tadir. Yeni agiga ¢ikarilan yapilarla ilgili tam bir topografik
nokta agi olusturularak Elaiussa’nin arkeolojik haritasini
gtincellemek hem de geleneksel ve dijital topografik
ylizey arastirmalarini desteklemek amaglanmistir.

Elaiussa’nin  kentsel alani

Palermo Universitesi ile 2013 yilinda GPS cihazlari kul-
lanilarak yapilan giincelleme poligonal agin kiyr hattinin
ve adanin bazi kesimlerinde genisletiimesini saglamistir;
bu yil ise bu alanda goriilebilen fakat heniiz kazilmamis
vapilar da genel kartografiye islenmistir.

Seramikler

Elaiussa’daki seramik buluntulari izerindeki arastir-
ma artik 6niimiizdeki yildan itibaren kullanilabilecek,
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rooms in the Little Baths. This was both for structural
reasons and to gain a better understanding of the origi-
nal shape of the building (Fig. 8). A project has been
presented to cover the kiln on the lower terrace. In these
days, a general inspection of the mosaics and opus
sectile decorations is going on, in order to plan and
realize a complete consolidation of the floors and wall
treatments.

General Topography

The urban area of Elaiussa is covered by the topographic
system created in the 1990s by architect Ezio Mitchell
and extends as far as the Kuru River to the west and to
the limits of the island to northwest. The net has been
improved through the years but still represents the start-
ing point of new research. A full net of topographic
points related to the new structures brought to light
has been created. Its function is to support both tradi-
tional and digital topographical survey, aimed to update
Elaiussa’s archaeological map.

The update carried on in 2013, in partnership with
Palermo University, used GPS instruments and allowed
us to extend the polygonal net to some areas of the
coastal line and the island. This year the unexcavated
but visible structures located in this area have been
included in the general cartography.

Ceramics

The research about ceramics finds in Elaiussa is now
aimed at the construction of a database to be used,
from next year on, for a project concerning typological
and statistical issues. The sherds have been until now
counted and divided by categories and chronological
analogies. It will be input in the SPSS program which is
able to define objective features for a precise descrip-
tion and interpretation of ceramic classes. As Elaiussa is
a production center for Late Roman 1 amphorae, whose
span covers the 4th to the 7th centuries A.D., both a geo-
metrical and morphological analysis may help in a more
precise definition of the evolution of this type.
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tipolojik ve istatistiksel hususlara yonelik veritabani inga-
sina odaklanmigtir. Simdiye kadar sayilan ve kategorilere
ve kronolojik analojilere gére tasnif edilen parcalar artik
SPSS programina girilerek seramik gruplarinin detayli
acgtklama ve yorumlarinin yapilacagi nesnel ozellikler
tanimlanacaktir. Elaiussa’da MS 4.-7. yy.’lara tarihlenen
Ge¢ Roma 1 tipi amphoralarin tiretimi gerceklestirilmistir.
Hem geometrik hem de morfolojik analizler sayesinde
bu tipin gelisimi daha dogru ve ayrintili bicimde sapta-
nabilecektir.



