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Preface

The FORTMED International Conference on Modern Age Fortifications of the Mediterranean Coast
celebrates its fourth edition in Torino (18th, 19th and 20th October 2018), hosted by Politecnico di
Torino, the Department of Architecture and Design (DAD), in the historical seat of Valentino Castle.

The original idea of FORTMED was that of bringing together researchers working on Modern Age
Fortifications of the Mediterranean at a conference, with the aim of creating an interdisciplinary
network of researchers. Indeed, the primary objective of the Conference is to exchange and share
knowledge, valorisation, management, and exploitation of Culture and Heritage that developed on the
Western Mediterranean Coast in the Modern Age, considering the dissemination of the results as a
crucial resource to achieve the objective, led to the realization of the first Conference, held at the
Institute of Heritage Restoration of the Universitat Politécnica de Valéncia (15th, 16th and 17th October
2015). On that occasion, a group of scholars involved in research on Modern Age Fortifications from
the Department of Architecture and Design (DAD) at the Politecnico di Torino came to Valencia and
met the research group of Pablo Rodriguez-Navarro, who chaired the Conference. Today, some of these
scholars are members of the Conference Scientific Committee.

The second Conference, chaired by Giorgio Verdiani and held at the Architecture Department of
Universita degli Studi di Firenze (November 10th, 11th and 12th 2016), expanded the theme of the
Conference to the whole family of fortifications of the Mare Nostrum (e.g., Spain, France, Italy, Malta,
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Cyprus, Greece, Albania and Croazia) but not excluding other countries,
other fortifications or coastal settlements.

The third Conference, chaired by Victor Echarri Iribarren and held at the Escuela Técnica Superior de
Arquitectura de la Universitat d'Alacant (October 26th, 27th and 28th 2017), focused on Western
Mediterranean fortifications, including the other Mediterranean countries and overseas fortifications
(e.g., Cuba, Puerto Rico Philippines and Panama), as well as introduced the "Port and Fortification" line.

In this fourth Conference the field of interests broadens out: in space, including both Northern Europe
(i.e., Sweden) and Far Eastern (i.e., China) countries; and in time, involving studies both on Middle Age
defensive architecture and contemporary military buildings and settlements (from the 19th to 21st
century). This means recognizing the value of Architectural Heritage to contemporary buildings (i.e.,
the bunkers built during the II World War) and facing new issues associated with the conservation and
restoration of them. Moreover, the Conference addresses current themes (i.e., those of the reconstruction
of the Defensive Architectural Heritage destroyed during the present civil war in Syria). In the hope of
the proponents of the current Conference, the issue of preservation and enhancement of Fortification
Heritage affirms as a place of knowledge exchange aimed at the transformation of this Heritage, from
“war to peace”.




Turin is a special venue for a Conference on Modern Fortifications. Turin, the capital city of the Duchy
of Savoy since 1563, took shape as a “city-fortress™ from those years up to the dismantling of the
fortified walls and the Citadel, from the beginning to mid-19th century. In that period, military
engineers and treatisers developed projects and formulated opinions about the fortified system of the
city (e.g., Paciotto, Carlo Morello, Michel Angelo Morello, Vauban, and Guarini). The seat of the
Conference, the Valentino Castle, Humanity UNESCO Heritage, was born during the establishing of
Savoy in Turin, as the riverside residence of the Savoy family. The theme of Modern Fortifications, in
the past and today characterized the researches of numerous scholars of the Politecnico di Torino from
different disciplinary points of view and in an interdisciplinary perspective.

FORTMED?2018_Torino received numerous contributions. Among them, about 190 papers, written by
more than 310 authors and peer-reviewed by members of the Scientific Committee, have been selected.
The authors come from 19 countries (Italy, Spain, Albania, Algeria, Cyprus, Croatia, France, Germany,
Greece, Israel, Morocco, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom and
Venezuela). As in the auspices of FORTMED Conferences, they represent the world not only of
University researchers but also independent scholars, professionals, representatives of the institutions
for the protection of Cultural Heritage, volunteers and members of cultural associations, and, “last but
not least”, Ph.D. and M.Sc. students, who are the future for our research.

We hope that FORTMED2018 Torino will strengthen the bonds between researchers and create new
opportunities for a more effective collaboration in knowledge, maintenance and intervention of the
Fortification Heritage.

We would like to thank Pablo Rodriguez-Navarro, President of FORTMED®, for his valuable advice
and constant presence during the organization phases of the Conference.

Thanks to the Advisors of FORTMED, Teresa Gil Piqueras, Giorgio Verdiani, Victor Echarri Iribarren,
and the Scientific Committee for their selfless dedication and professionalism.

Thanks to Politecnico di Torino and the Department of Architecture and Design for their constant
support in the organization of the Conference.

Special thanks to the Organizing Committee, firstly to Marco Vitali, Secretary, and Program Co-Chair,
for his constant and important work for the realization of the Conference, and to Michele Calvano,
Massimiliano Lo Turco, Rossana Netti and Martino Pavignano, members of the Committee, for their
precious collaboration.

Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to all the authors of this publication for the quality of
their contributions, their attitude regarding the adequacy of the reviews and their patience throughout
the editing process and registration. Without you, all this would not have been possible.

At the end of this exciting experience, we wish those who will pick up the baton as a chair of the next
edition of the Conference to realize a more and more effective FORTMED2019 at the centre of the 21st
century's researches on the Defensive Architecture of the Mediterranean.

Anna Marotta, Roberta Spallone
FORTMED?2018 Chairs
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