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Welcome Note

From Vision to Reality

We have chosen our this year’s conference title to summarize the current situation of BCI research
in a very brief statement. On the one hand, we see that some of our ideas are still visions, far from
any applications. Basic research is the state of those visions and we still need to lay the foundation
to transform those visions into working systems. On the other hand, we see that first BCI systems
come to patients in clinics and that they are used on regular basis. However, it is important to
discuss the needs in the BCI field to bring more of our ideas, our visions into reality. Is it research
funding? Do we have too few people in the field? Is it too interdisciplinary? Do we need big industry
partners? All these questions are vivid and need to be addressed to achieve progress in the field of
BCI  research.  This  7th  Graz  Brain-Computer  Interface  Conference  (GBCIC2017)  offers  the
opportunity for extensive discussions and exchange of ideas among BCI experts from more than
30 countries. We received more than 100 scientific contributions from roughly 300 authors. The
scientific contributions have been peer-reviewed by at least two reviewers and collected in this
present open access ebook.

For the Conference itself, we have been able to setup a colorful and multifaceted program. We are
very happy that the GBCIC2017 has been officially endorsed by the BCI Society and that we will
have  an  official  Meeting  of  the  BCI  Society  at  the  Conference.  Further,  we  are  lucky  that
outstanding experts in the field, Dr. A Bolu Ajiboye (Case Western Reserve University, & Louis
Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center, Cleveland, OH, USA), Prof. Benjamin Blankertz (Technische
Universität Berlin, Germany), Dr. Fabien Lotte (Inria Bordeaux Sud-Ouest, France), and Dr. Natalie
Mrachacz-Kersting  (Aalborg  University,  Denmark),  accepted  our  invitation  to  present  keynote
addresses at the Conference. As a special keynote, we present Prof. Fred D. Davis (Texas Tech
University,  Rawls  College  of  Business,  USA).  He  is  a  senior  researcher  in  the  field  of  user
acceptance of information technology, technology supported decision making, skill acquisition, and
NeuroIS. With his talk he will  make a link between the BCI field and his research disciplines.
Additionally, we have several Satellite Events prior and after the Conference. New in the program:
the BCI Science Slam, an event where researchers can present their work in an entertaining way.
Finally, we end the GBCIC2017 with a tour to the South Styrian Vineyards, like we did in the past
years.

We hope that this conference contributes towards a strong scientific cooperation among our field,  
and we wish all participants an exciting, stimulating and productive Graz BCI Conference 2017!

Gernot R. Müller-Putz
Conference Chair
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