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Feeding the nature

Heterotopy and landscape in
a post-industrial site

Emanuele Caporrella
Olimpia Fiorentino
Serena Olcuire

Livio Spada

Barreiro Portugal, 2015

Europan13

heterotopy/
landscape/
nature

«The ship is the heterotopia par excellence. In civilizations without
boats, dreams dry up, espionage takes the place of adventure, and the
police take the place of piratesy.

Paul-Michel Foucault, Des Espaces Autres, 1984

According to Foucault, heterotopia is a real place which stands
outside of known space.

Heterotopias can function differently and in different situations.
Heterotopias are able to oppose, in the same place, different places.
Heterotopias have a different link with time, they can separate us
from our usual perception of it. Heterotopias always maintain a
system of opening and closing which isolates and connects them
from and to their surroundings.

Barreiro’s strategic site is a platform of heterotopias.

The boat, the station, the train, the concept of travel itself, the circus,
they coincidentally coexist in the same territory, at the same time. Our
will for Barreiro is to pander and improve the existing heterotopias,
and heterotopias need borders.

How to integrate vacant sites in urban development? There are no
exact formulas. What we can do is to furnish a structure and the tools
to an undefined space to allow it to evolve in a new part of the city.
Including comes with enclosing. To enclose, we need a Wall. Our city
is a land structured in smaller Heterotopias by a Wall.

The Wall is a physical support designed to invite plants and riverside
vegetation to grow onto. Barreiro is an artificial environment stolen
from the river, and we let the nature colonize it back through the
anthropic marks of Wall and Links.

Settling stands for migrating and organize a territory: colonize.
Colonies start from a first, pioneering settlement around the Wall to
gradually spread all over the Rooms. After all, gardens and colonies
are both heterotopias.

Master plan
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First step of intervention



The inundation of the parking site

The wall and the nature
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Inundation process




