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| Abstract

Val d’Orcia, comprising five municipalities in the south of Siena Province, has a surface of 61.000
| ha of mostly cultivated, forest and natural lands. Characterized by particular natural features and
| layers of historic, urban, cultural and rural elements dating back to the early Renaissance period, it
was isolated for 400 years. At the end of the 1980’s, the municipalities decided to combine conser-
vation and development with enhancement of their environmental, cultural and landscape heritage.
Aims have been to develop tourism respecting the integrity of the environment, landscape, culture
and local traditions; to reconvert and enhance agriculture and by-products, with a policy for the
recognition of labels, supporting and promoting certified quality; protection and development of
small companies, trade and crafts industry with special reference to traditional and artistic activi-
ties, and to strengthen services of reception and stay. Inscription on the World Heritage List in 2004
confirmed this political will of active conservation. Testimony of this strategy shared by the whole
| population is the Management Plan, made to govern and control the future steps of development.
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