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This paper is a preliminary report of the last five season$-(#', 20192023) of archaeological
investigations and restoration interventions at TeiBSestan, in Areas A, B, E, F, G and Trenches |, Il
and lll, carried out by the joint ltaliasPalestinian Expedition of the University of Rome «La Sapienza»
and the Palesian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities (MoTBACH). Works were supported by the
University of Rome «La Sapienza» and the ltalian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperaton, for the sake of the protection and valorization of Telbekan/Jericho, enlisted among
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in September 2023.
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0.PREMISE

During the last five seasons (139", 20192023) of archaeological excavations and
restorations carried on at Tell-8sltan, ancient Jericho, by the joiltalian-Palestinian
Expedition of Rome «La Sapienza» University and the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities (MoTA-DACH)?, work was focused on Areas A and E at the southern foot of the
mound, Area B and Trench lll on the sowthstern edge of the tell, Area G on the Spring
Hill and in Area F and Trench Il on the northern plateaux (fi§ Alphotogrammetric survey
of Trench | and the PPNA Round Tower was also accomplished in order to prepare for its
full restoration.

Excavations explored the many features of the superimposed cities of Jericho, from the
Early to the Middle and Late Bronze Age until the Iron Age, and in some spots reached and
documented the prominent Neolithic remains. Preliminary results are heredigattha in

1 The Expedition wishes to thank the former Minister of Tourism & Antiquities of the State of Palestine, H.E.
Rula Maya; the present Minister H.E. Hani Hayek, the Deputy Minister Dr Salah Tawasweh, the responsible of
the MoTA office at Ariha, Dr lyad Hamdathe authorities of the Municipality of Ariha, the Mayor, Mr Abdul
Karim Seder, and all the workers and the other stakeholders which worked at the site valorisation and
maintenance. In the five seasons 2@023 the team included ltalian and Palestiniaseaechers,
archaeologists, technicians and students (the complete list is available in the Expeditisiteweb
https://sites.google.com/uniromal.it/sapienzatojericho). During the last years a project of valorisation of the site
has been carried on thartksthe support of the Italian Agency of Development Cooperation (AICS), under the
guidance of DIGuglielmo Giordan@nd Arch. Dario Piatelli; the UNESCCRamallah Office, overlooked by
Dr Giovanni Scepi and Mr. Mohammad Abu Hammad; the MoTA under the aegisidinbrd Rjookand Mrs
Marwa Adwan. To all of them, as well as to the other officials of the MoTA involved, we address our deepest
gratitude. The joint work, of which the present article is a scientific piece, has achieved the inclusion ef Tell es
Sul t an i nHetithge Listd UNESICD N Septembef'PD23. §8 0, 8 are by J. Yasine and L. Nigro;

88§ 27 are by L. Nigro.

2 For a detailed study of these areas in previous excavations, see Marblgtti eds. 1998; 2000; Marchetti
2003; Nigro 2006a; 2006b; 20ZD08; 2009a; 2009b; 2010a; 2010b; 2014a; 2014c; 2016; 2017a; 2019a; 2019b;
2020a; 2020b; 2023a; 2023b; 2023d; 20%igro - Taha 2009; Nigret al.2011; FiaccaventeGallo 2020.
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approximate chronological order (tab.31)gaving apart the PPNA Tower and related
Neolithic finds for a forthcoming dedicated study.

TELL ES-SULTAN PERIODS ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERIODS ABSOLUTE CHRONOLOGY
Sultan la Epipaleolithic (Late Natufian) 105038800 BC
Sultan Ib PrePottery Neolithic A 88007500 BC
Sultan Ic Pre-Pottery Neolithic B 75006300/6000 BC
Sultan lla Pottery Neolithic A 6300/600685300 BC
Sultan llb Pottery Neolithic B 53004300 BC
Sultan llc Chalcolithic 43003500 BC
Sultan lllal Early Bronze Age IA 35003300 BC
Sultan llla2 Early Bronze Age IB 33003050 BC
Sultan llibl Early Bronze Age IIA 30502850 BC
Sultan l11b2 Early Bronze Age IIB 28502700 BC
Sultan llicl Early Bronze Age IlIA 27002500 BC
Sultan llic2 Early Bronze Age IlIB 25002300 BC
Sultan llid1 Early Bronze Age IVA 23002200 BC
Sultan llid2 Early Bronze Age IVB 22002000 BC
Sultan IVal Middle Bronze Age IA 20001900 BC
Sultan Va2 Middle Bronze Age IB 19001800 BC
Sultan Vb1 Middle Bronze Age IIA 18001700 BC
Sultan Vb2 Middle Bronze Age |IB 17001650 BC
Sultan IVc Middle Bronze Age llI 16501550 BC
Sultan Va Late Bronze Age 1A 15501470 BC

Late Bronze Age IB 14701400 BC
Sultan Vb Late Bronze Age IIA 14001300 BC

Late Bronze Age |IB 13001200/1190 BC
Sultan Via Iron Age IA 1200/11901136 BC

Iron Age IB 1136960 BC

Iron Age IIA 960-840 BC
Sultan Vib Iron Age IIB 840-732/772/701 BC
Sultan Vic Iron Age IIC 732/772/701585/535 BC
Sultan Vlla Iron Age lll/Persian Period 585/535333 BC
Sultan Vb Hellenistic Period 33264 BC
Sultan VIII Roman Period 64 BC- 324 AD
Sultan IX Byzantine Period 324636 AD

Early Islamic Period 636-1000 AD
Sultan X Crusader Period & Middle Islamic 10001250 AD

Late Islamic(Mamluk) Period 12501516 AD
Sultan XI Ottoman Period 15161918 AD
Sultan XII After | Worl dbés War 1919today

Tab. 1- Archaeological periodization and stratigraphic phases of the KBEdestinian Expedition at Tell es

Sultan/ancient Jericho.
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Expedition by

Tab. 1 shows the updated overall archaeological periodization of F8lilzn produced by the lItalian
Pal estinian

mat ching

ones, tuned also by means of new radiocarladimg of several sequences (Nigtoal.2019).

48

basically

strati



Nigro - Yasine VO

1. THE EARLY BRONZEAGEII-III CITY-WALLS

The Early Bronze Age {lll city -walls are the works which testify to the achievement of
the urban status of Tell &ultan in the 8 millennium BC* The study of their constructional
sequence, building techniques and layout has illuminated the history of the earliest city of
Jerichd.

The exploration and restoration of the monumental Early Bronze Agealtyontinued
also during the 119" seasons (2012023). In Areas B, B West, B North and Trench lII
the original foundation wall of the Main Inner Weatif Sultan Ilic (EB IIl) was exposed and
restored (fig. 2) to let the structure be seen in its full width-4328m)7

As already documented, the Main Inner Wall (MIW W.2) underwent two major
reconstructions during the Early Bronze Age, one immediately after the earthquake which
brought to an end the Sultan IlIb period (EB Il), at the beginning of Sultan llicl (EB IIIA, c.
2700 BC), and another marking the beginning of Sultan llic2 (EB IlIB, c. 250 BG%.
earlier Sultan I1llcl structure was excavate
Il (fig. 3), where several structural observations were niadegd in Area B North
(Garstangé@’°wheemcmudbrickso | aying method
which destroyed the city at the end of EB IlIA were clearly appreciable.

In Area B West, the Sultan llicl double cityall was further explored sampling wooden
beams across the MIW, which resulted to be of local tamaFisknérix palaesting'? and
the white sandy filling within the blind rooms in between the MIW and the Outer Wall. It
turned out to be made of crushed limestone (calcium carbonate), marl and small grey flint
inclusions, a material often labellddwwara'® This fill is a very distinguishing feature,

4 For a recent overview of urbanisation at TeHSedtan and in the Levant in general, see Nigro 2019a; 2020a,
184; 2023c, 18d.87; 2023d; de Miroschedji 2018, +123.

5 Nigro 2023d.

5 The city walls of EB IIl were first investigated by the Aus@erman expedition of 1967909 who named
themHauptmauer(inner Wall) andvormauer(Outer Wall) (Sellin- Watzinger 1913, 233). The presence of
the double citywall was confirmed by the two British expeditions (Garstang 19301288 1931, 194192;
Kenyon 1981, 16163, 216213, pl. 269b) and previously investigated by the |talaestinian mission also
in areas B and B west (Marchettiigro eds. 1998, 894, 129130; Nigro 2006b, 36875, tab. 2; 2009a, 182
183; Nigro- Taha 2009, 73839; Nigroet al.2011, 586581; Nigro 2016, 9.0; 2019a, 8®0, figs. 611; 2020b,
fig. 10.3).

7 Kenyon 1957, 174.76; Nigro 2006a, 9; 2006b, 38Y1; Nigro- Taha 2009, 738, fig. 15; Nigro 2019a, 85, fig.
7;2020b, 198199.

8 For a comprehensive stratigraphy and chronology of Tefludmn during the Early Bronze Age see Nigto
al. 2019.

9 During the 2010 season it was possible to locate the Southern Gate (L.1800). This gate, which was 2 m wide
and 4.5 m long, created a bent axis passageway between the inner and outer walét @Ni20d1, 580581,
figs. 10-11; Nigro 20186, fig. 7; 2019a, 830, figs. 910; 2020a, 190, fig. 11; 2020b, 200, fig. 10.6).

10 Garstang 1931, pls. I, IV.

1 Traces of the fire that destroyed the city walls can also be seen in the collapsed filling of the Southern Gate L.
1800 (Nigro 2020a, 190; 2020b, 210).

2 |dentified by both British and ItaliaRalestinian Expeditions (Hopf 1983, 577; Western 1983; Nigro 2014a,
75).

13 Kenyon 1957, 17475, 180182; 1981, 98103, 161165, 209213, 261265; Marchetti- Nigro eds. 1998, 32
36, 8194; Nigro 2006a, ®; 2006b, 361372; Nigro- Taha 2009, 73839; Nigro 20186, fig. 7; 2019a, 87, figs.
8-9; 20204, fig. 11. In the past, thidifig was misinterpreted, first by J. Garstang (Garstang 1931, pl. |; Garstang
- Droop - Crowfoot 1935, 162; Garstangsarstang 1948, pl. XVIIl) and later by Kenyon (Kenyon 1955, pl.
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which characterizes Sultan Ilicl blind rooms in between the doubleveitg along the
western and southern flanks of the'fedind shows the ability of the Jericho constructors in
exploiting local building materidf

In Area B North, the souteh &ascleased and drawn o f
(fig. 4) to provide other information on the cityalls. The visible structures are, of course,
the Sultan llicl Main Inner Wall at the bottom (here named W.2102), and, on top, its Sultan
llic2 reconstruction (W.2109). The collapsayér inside the blind room west of these
structures, intermingled withawwarafillings F.2101 and F.21086, is characterized by a heap
of reddish mudbricks (F.2108) slided down from the wedi@gee of the Sultan Illc2 Main
Inner Wall. Just upon these strata, a stone foundation lined with big stones, supports another
ordinary wall made of beige bricks (W.2105), which is nearly later than the Early Bronze
Age structures underlying, and, on the wird of scattered pottery find%,might be
tentatively attributed to the Late Bronze Age or to the early Iron Age. These scattered
materials may have been what led Garstang to erroneously attribute the massive structures
below to the Late Bronze Age.

2. THE EARLY BRONZEAGE Il PALACE G ON THE SPRINGHILL

Works in Areas G and H (including Kenyono
Spring Hill were resumed in the #89" seasons (20:2023) in order to expand the
exploration of the superimposed pal aces of
MmMBlI-l 'l , APal ace ofAiHhksS8bhePakadeoKiagdot he
Sultan V (LB 1), as well as ovlying structures of Sultan Vla (IA 1B, , c. 11350 BC). The
excavation was extended to the north in squares/Bi@-6, betweentte tourists shelter and
Kenyon o s -ll ang t+&/ " graddally unifying areas G and H (fig. 5).

21.Sultanllict2 (EB I 11) APalace GO

Early Bronze Age |11l fAPalace GO was a huge
flank of the Spring Hill; its original plan has been reconstructed after the excavations of the
Italian-Palestinian Expedition by matching data of the previousra«German and British
ones (fig. 6):® A major feature was north/easbuth/west terraeevall W.637 which also
supported the upper floor, where the main apartments overlooking the spring and the oasis
were presumably locatélin the middle terrace, the ItalidPalestinian Expedition identified

XIX, 1; 1957, 176177, pl. 37b; 1981, 211, pls. 12Ba273), as an accumulation of ash in connection with the
destruction of the city (Nigro 2006a, 9, fig. 8; 2006b,-359).
Analyses of such fill were carried out several times with samples taken in different spots of Area B and Trench
IIl, and all of them confirmed that it is crumbled limestone, as previously assumed (Markslgtti eds. 1998,
36-39, 8194; Nigro 2006a, 92006b, 36871; 2014a, 76; 2020b, 1989).
Huge natural deposits of subbwwaraare available on the hills surrounding the tell, to the west and the north.
16 Some pottery sherds including the cylindrical neck of jug (TS.23.BN.2105/4).
17 Kenyon 1981, 33871.
18 Sellin - Watzinger 1913, 392, figs. 1820; Garstang 1932, 18; Kenyon 1981, 34846; Nigroet al.2011,
586-592, figs. 16, 20; Nigro 2016, 10, figs. 1, 9; 2017a,-162; 2019b, 14244; 2020a, 19093; 2020b, 203
204.
19 Nigroet al.2011, 592.
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the southern fagade of the palace, with a porch, a reception Hall (L.644), with two wooden
columns, a raised platform for a canopy for a stool or a chair (fi§. 7).

Behind Hall L.644, there was a stabved chamber, L.1160 (fig. 8), devoted to rituals
involving waters, where the fruit of a rare dwarf palm was foiind.

In the last seasons, the excavation continued northwards, where a series of rectangular
rooms were arrayed: a staircase (L.1212)-shaped corridor (L.1210) and a rectangular
room (L.1224). Room L.1224 was characterized by the presenttéckfwall to the west
(W.1235) flanked by an installation (B.1238) with a basis made of two big stones and two
vertical bricks. In the collapse layer a wooden beam (0.25 m thick at least 2.5 m long) and
several (at least 12) small beams (between 0.150ak@ m of thickness) (fig. 9) were
uncovered; due to the conflagration which ended the life of the building, it was not clear
whether the beams were part of a wooden staircase or of the room ceilings.

Pottery from the rear rooms of Hall L.6#Mistrate palatial dinner services for communal
consumption, including redolished jugs and juglets (a douifianded specimen has a
colander mouth; fig. 10:1), bowls, and plates. A-patished pitcher (fig. 10:2) belongs to a
distinguished ware, characized by a lustrous reshining revetment imitating copper
prototypes, attested to also in other coeval palaces of KhidRatelwy and Megidd&
while another jar bears an incised mark depicting a heron, which reminds the Eggpitian
bird (or fphoEWhiextoh)er( fiitg.i slOa: 3potterds mark
found in Batrawy) it is not cle&f.

Other similar finds from the palace testify to its functions and status (fig. 11:3): six
di fferent jars with potterés marks and jar
9);?° a marble mactéead (fig. 11:2f°*a carved and inlaid ivory b

20 Nigro et al. 2011, 587590; Nigro 2019a, 92; 2019b, 1423. Along the west side of the hall, six jars were
arrayed. They illustrate most common types in the palatial assemblage: a pattern combed jar for olive oil (this
was suggested by the analysis of burnt traces of its content),-anbath jar for water, a pitis with wheel
made neck for cereals; a metallic ware jar for wine (Nigro 2017a, fig. 8:13; 2019a, figs. 14, 16; 2019b, fig. 5;
2020a, 192; 2020b, fig. 10.11). The pattero mbed ol i ve oi |l jar exhibited an |
of the neck, guite common feature in this class of vessels found in palatial contexts (Mazzoni 1987; Esse 1991,
Thalmann Sowada 2014; Badreshanfhilip - Kennedy 2019; Sabatini 2019; de Miroschedji 2021).

2L Moriccaet al.2020.

22 Fiaccavento 2014; Medeghiet al.2016; Nigro 2020a, 193; 2020b, 204.

2 Van den Broek 1972, 123.

2% Nigro - Sala 2013, 227, fig.14.

2 A group of jar sealings was also found in the palace, three by the ABistroan Expedition (Sellinwatzinger
1913, 9798, fig. 66; Prausnitz 1955, 192; Bé&r 1978, 8, 89, figs. 6:34, 6:37, pls. 6:34, 6:36; 1995, figs. 21
22), by Keny o oléns 1982 55&, figi 226:60 pi. VI(b A, Reg. 1901; Lapp 1989; Flender
2000, 298), and one by the Itali&alestinian Expedition (Nigro 2020a, fig. 15; here fig. 19).8The recurrent
subject is the lion catching the gazelle, a quite common pitiim@ae in Jericho. The glyptic tradition to which
the Jericho examples belong is known from the Levantine coast at Byblos (Dunartd393846341, 383,
pl. CXXXIII; 1950-1958, pl. CXCVI; Saghieh 1983, 42,-78) and Sidon (Doumeterhal 2006, 25260;
Thalmann 2013), pointing to a connection with the coast and the north during EB Ill (Hennessy 1967, 64, pls.
LI-LIIl; Ben-Tor 1978, 89, 71-75; 1995, 72; Mazzoni 1992, 12®5; Nigro 2010a, 270; 2010b, 4888;

2016; 2020a, 19293, fig. 15).A microscopic analysis of the impression suggests that the cylinder was made
of hardwood (presumably olive tree timber): 2020b,-208, fig. 10.12.

2 Holland 1983, 804805, fig. 365:5; Sala 2012, 286, fig. 9:4; Nigro 2019a, fig. 17. The elongatedpazed
maceheads dominate in EB Il Jericho (Sala 2010, fig594s well as in the examples from Bab-@lh r a 6
(Wilkison 1989, 459460, fig. 263:4).
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piece of furniture (fig. 11:13 a similar bulthead belonged to a cult vessel found in L.1160
(fig.11:4)2%a basalt stone p3Bvihicherecdlsthoseoars Inth¢ dodva .
palaces of Khirbet aBatrawy and Yarmutf a copper axe (fig. 11:5) and a copper dagger
(fig. 11:6) with leatheicovered wooden handté hinting at the role of metals in palatial
economy?? All such finds show concentration of precious goods and specialization of
functions ruled by the palace.

3. THE EARLY BRONZEII AND Ill HOUSES INAREAF

The excavations in Area F were resumed in 2021 and 2022 in order to face erosion and
in preparation for a restoration intervention. Several units were investigated in Sultan Illb
(EB 1) strata: L.445 and L.904 east, and L.444 west of street L.437, Iovlest northern
terrace of the area (fig. 1293 Cleaning and excavation in all units produced a deep
stratigraphy down to EB Il floors (L.2222, L.2216, L.2218), and a great number of finds,
objects and tools ahstrumentum domesticuffig. 13), as well as pottery (fig. 14) depicting
ordinary life in Early Bronze HII Jericho. The houses were refurbished many times from
Sultan IlIb to Ilicl and llic2, carefully plastered, and were not devoid of relatively valuable
objects, such as@pper awl, a carnelian bead and a nacreous shell (fig. 15) of the species
used as container of eyes make3*

27 Garstang 1932, 118, pl. XX:a; Garstang Garstang 1948, 778, pl. XIV:b; Cleveland 1961; de Miroschedji

1993, 34, fig . 4; 2009; Sala 2010. Ot her two bull 6s
1960, 125, fig. 40:2, pl. 7:2; Nigret al.2011, 5915 9 2 ; Sala 2010) . Up to now eig

published from EB Hill Palestine: three from Jericho, one from Khirbet Kerak {Bdon 1962; Greenberet
al. 2006, fig. 5.33), one from Khirbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedjial. 1988, 8687, pl. 48:1, XXIV:1; de

Miroschedji 1993, 2980, fig. 1), twofromeff el | / 6 Ai , respecti velKyuséO49Om Sanct

20-21, pl. XCIV; BenTor 1972, 2427, figs. 12) and from Area L (Callaway 1974, 5B, fig. 1; 1980, 123

125, fig. 83), one from Arad (Amiraat al 1978, 57, pl. 120:9), and one from Bab-@lh r a & - Schuabs t

1989, 456459, fig. 262:2). The specimens from Khirbet KerakTell (Sanctuary A), Babedbhr a&@ and t
ASpri ng Hi-Sultamdate to theEaidly Broreeslll, while the otherstmaascribed to the Early Bronze

Il (de Miroschedji 1993, tab. 1; Sala 2010, 226).

% Nigroetal.2011,59%592, fig. 21. This find is almost identica

and Watzinger (1913, fig. 171). Such ritual vessels, spagkdiandkernoi are sporadically attested to in
Southern Levant during the lat#-8“ millennium BC. Two notable EB Il specimens were found at Khirbet

Kerak: aringkernosbear i ng two clay bull és heads, and a zoomor

a bulldés or |lion#AsS4dhead..( BBzabr 2001, 452
2 Dorrell 1983, 55%60, fig. 231:2, pl. 21:b; Nigro 2019a, fig. 15; 2019b, fig. 6:6; 2020b, fig. 10.10:6.
%0 Fiaccavento 2013.
31 Kenyon 1981, fig. 15:4; Nigro 2016, fig. 11; 2017a, fig. 8.12; 201943, fig. 15; 2019b, fi§; @@20a, 190;
2020b, fig. 10.10:4.
Nigro 2019a, 908. Moreover, other copper weapons were found in the necropolis: a crescentic axe with two
knobs from Tomb A114 (Kenyon 1955; 1960, 179, fig. 66:1; Montanari 2015, 68; Nigro 2017a, fig. 15; 2020a,
192, fig. 14), and a dagger from Tomb (Kenyon 1960, 174, fig. 66:3). Together with the dagger found in the
palace, they indicate both that copper import was a business of the city, and that a military class was emerging
within the élite ruling over the city (Nigret al.2011, 592; Nigro 2014b, 442; 2020b, 203).
33 Nigro 2006a, 911; 2010a, 8®7; Gallo 2019, 114924, fig. 9.
3 The discovery of a set of five Nilotic shellSi{ambardia rubensAspatharia Nilotica reflect the interests of
an urban elite that viewed privileged access to Egyptian luxury goods as a symbol of high status and used eye
makeup as a distinctive element (Nigro 2017b; Nigiral. 2018, 120; Nigro 2024). On the relations between
Egypt and the Levant at Jericho: Hennessy 1967; Oren 1973f@€1981; 1986; Davies 1981; Wright 1988;
Ward 1991; BatYosef Mayer 2002; de Miroschedji 2002; 2012; Brawan Den Brink 2008; Sowada 2009;
Kafafi 2011; Braun 2011; Muller 2014; Nigro 2014b.
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The whole stratigraphy of the area ranges from MB | wall W.431, flanked by EB IVB
floor L.2236, on the top (elev. 15.29 m) to the south, to F.2237 in EB Il unit L.445 (elev.
11.55 m) to the north.

4.EARLY BRONZEAGEIV FINDS INAREA B WEST AND TRENCH I

During cleaning activities in Trench Il and Area B West, due to the severe erosion of
sections of previous excavations, Sultan Illd material came out from a floor (L.2701)
preserved in the east section of Trench Ill, where two complete spouted vefiselg @ t 0
and a juglet, were found (fig. 16). Both vases, with the distinguished wavy combed decoration
on the shoulders, were buried in a dense collapse layer (F.2702) with ashes and charcoals,
dating from Sultan Illd2 (EB VB, 220@000 BC). Analysessgge st ed t hat t he
pot o opotidni wks us e d Hibiscussabdariffaea)k even ithaudhgin tije
spout traces of olive oil and salt were also foéfha;similar function might have been that
of the associated juglet, which is more distinguishably a pitcher, with an elongated upright
spout, used for pouring a cold beverage (wine, bé&m®)14C determined lentill¢ns
culinaris) from the burnt layer provided the date 24986 BC'.

5. MIDDLE BRONZE AGE FORTIFICATIONS LATE BRONZE AND IRON AGE REMAINS INAREAS
A EANDT

Excavations all around the southern foot of the tell involved, from the east to the west,
Areas T, A and E. In Area A, excavations were carried out in front of Tower Al, to check its
stratigraphy and chronology (Sultan 1Va, MB ) and in the sector betiteeQurvilinear
Stone Structure (CSS) to the nedhst and Cyclopean Wall W.4 to the sewtbst, following
the two curving structures (fig. 17) supporting respectively the Sultan IVb (MB 1) and the
Sultan IVc (MB 1ll) ramparts, as well as in Area E iresithe CSS and the rampatrt filling in
order to investigate earlier strata concealed under the overlaid fillings of the two rathparts.

5.1.Sultan IVab (MB IB1l) Tower Al and the nearby houses in Area A

Excavations east and west of Tower Al collected new pottery materials and C14 samples
which confirmed the stratigraphy already illustrated with MB IB and MB 1l floors alternated
to destruction layer¥.However, making a difference in what previously thought, some of
the most recent floors of the houses erected during ¥PBdlthe east of the Tower (e.g.
L.193, F.1954) were in use also during MB Il (fig. 18). The latest 14C samples from House
A3“! allow to date the final destruction of the Middle Bronze city in the third quarter of the
16" century BC (15561525 BC).

% Nigro et al.2021, 288.

% Rossberger 2020.

87 Sample TS.19.Trlll.PR.4, measured by CEDAD Lab n. LTL19569A.

% For an overview on Middle Bronze Age fortifications at TeliSedtan see also FiaccaventGallo 2020 with
previous bibliography.

3% Nigro 2006a, 26; Nigre Taha 2009, 73734; Nigroet al.2011, 573577.

40 Marchetti- Nigro eds. 2000, 19495, 2072016; Nigro 2006a, 33; NigroeTaha 2009, 743; Nigret al. 2011,
577; Fiaccavente Gallo 2020, 237, fig. 6.

41 Marchetti- Nigro eds. 2000, 21216, fig. 5:9.
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5.2. Sultan IVb (MB II) Curvilinear Stone Structure (Rampart 1), and Sultan IVc (MB 11I)
Cyclopean Wall (Rampart Il) in Areas A and E

During the 20212023 seasons new segments of the CSS have been e%posed,
investigating strata overlaying it to the east, and leaning on it to the west. West of Buttress
W.270, the CSS consists of a solid wall made of limestone bouldes8.@x7 in length and
0.4-0.5 m high) with a slightly battering outer face, which, infihet stretch (W.274, 4.7 m
long) has a preserved height of 1.5 m. The following stretch (wall W.1824, 10.15 m long)
turns distinctly northwards and climbs slightly one course of blocks (fig**163ide (east
of) the CSS a collapsed stone wall (W.1813), possibly a late (Sultan V, LB,1P2R0BC)
repair or the upper part of the original structure, was brought to light in the northern section
of the area at 5.95 m of elevation just upon the hé#tbgreserved blocks of W.1824. One
meter to the west, another heap of big stones (F.1822) possibly represented the remains of a
fallen down structure (fig. 20). South of these remains, and partly buried underneath the
eroded filling of the Sultan IVb rapart (R I, MB II), a Sultan llid (EB IVB) house was
uncovered (L.1740), characterized by thin walls (W.1747, W.1749) made by a single line of
stones (one with a cumark)*

South and west of the CSS, in the space between it and the Cyclopean Wall (Area E),
several other installations had been uncovered, such as wall Wt@63ordering structure
flanking street L.1725 running all around the foot of the Sultan Vb (MB 1) fortificatfon.

The destruction filling (F.1728) over street L.1725 was cut by pit P.1729, the foundation
trench of the Cyclopean Wall (W.4), and overlaid by a successive mudbrick wall, W.1714
(fig. 21), while north of W.1703 a small dwelling was built (L.1706).

Some meters to the west, in front of the protruding Buttress W.270, a destruction layer
(F.1727) was excavated under an Islamic period pit, with dense ashy lenses and discharged
material dating from the end of Sultan Vb (MB II) and from Pottery Neolithic.

In seasons 2022022, a sounding was excavated in the northern half of Square Anlv11
behind the Cyclopean Wall, uncovering a stone filling (W.2004) built on the back of this
structure to fill up an inner subsiding and to support another mudbrick structure
(W.2154=W.1714), apparently forming the Sultan V gitgll (fig. 22).

On the opposite side of Buttress W.270 and inside it, in square AnlV9, traces of a heavy
destruction (F.1826) with fallen down bricks and charcoals were excavated and documented
in section. In this stratum, the date of which again falls within an eadg sththe Middle

42 The CSS has been also investigated in previous season: Marbligtt eds. 2000, 18192; Nigro 2006a, 29
30, figs. 4445; Nigro- Taha 2009, 73537; Nigroet al.2011, 581584, fig. 12; FiaccaventoGallo 2020, 238
239, figs. 78.

4 Nigro - Taha 2009, 735; Nigret al.2011, 582583, fig. 13; FiaccaventoGallo 2020, 238.

4 Nigro et al.2011, fig. 13.

4 In the space between the CSS east of W.270 (Wall 5+ W.569), and Wall W.1703, several superimposed
structures were uncovered: a Sultan Vb wall (W.1715), overlaying the remains of Sultan Illd (EB IV) house
(L.1706+L.1710), which had been built over a Sultan(EB 1) house (W.1734), built upon a Sultan llib (EB
1) wall (W.1739), flanked by a bench (B.1744), covering a Sultan llla2 (EB IB) collapse filling, where-a Line
painted hemispherical bowl was found (TS.11.1743/1) (Négral. 2011, 583584, figs. 1415). By the way,
such finds seem to indicate that the Early Bronze Age town extended to the south beyond the limits of the Sultan
Illc (EB 1) double city-walls.

4 This structure was already partly excavated by K.M. Kenyon, i.e. Wall (KEwyon 1981, pls. 271a, 272a).

47 Nigroet al.2011, 583584.
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Bronze Age (late Sultan IVa, MB 1B, 19a®00 BC), the terracotta figurine of a lioness was
found in 1999 (fig. 231®

West of Buttress W.270, in front of CSS Wall W.274, a stone platform (W.1716) was
uncovered, while further north, between CSS Wall W.1824 and the crest of the Cyclopean
Wall, a quite interesting stratigraphy was excavated. From the top, under a hedgpsecol
stones (F.1822), there was the rubble fill (F.1745, F.1815) of the Sultan IVc (MB IIl) rampart
(R ). Just west of the CSS, the latest Sultan Vb (MB II) floor was preserved (L.1810),
possibly a surface, like platform W.1716, in use during thetoact®on of the Sultan IVc
rampart (R 1l). It was laid upon a compacted collapse layer (F.1818) including big pieces of
mudbrick walls (W.1819). The lowest part (F.1823) of this destruction layer consisted of
small stones, charcoal, reddistown sandy clgey soil with broken mudbricks and scattered
ashy lenses. Here, an almost complete jar and a cooking pot weré’found

Finally, in 20222023, the rubble layer of Sultan IVc (MB Ill) Rampart Il (F.2162) were
excavated extending Area E eastwards and northwards upon the CSS in the southern half of
squares AnlVv8, AolV9, AplV9. The filling proved to incorporate stabilizing $xeasal
walls, as well stone materials such as basalt and other tools (including flints) from previous
periods.

The crest of the Cyclopean Wall was exposed in Area E from square AilV10 to AhlV5
for a length of more than 45 m further north. It was beheaded in a long stretch from Area A
to E, apparently by plunderers in search of limestone blocks. Further northt é&xcap
superimposition (8§ 5.5.), the top of the wall is well preserved, and some emerging stones
suggest that it continues along the western side of the tell with roughly the same alignment
(fig. 19).

5.3.Sultan IVab (MB HI) TowerGate Jamb W.1340 in Area T

Another important information concerning the Middle Bronze Age fortification system
was obtained in Area T, on the sowhstern flank of the telf,where, during rehabilitation
works carried out in 2023, a massive maritk structure appeared (after the fall down of the
north section of square T1). An imposing structure in adobe (W.1340; fig. 24a), clamped to
an offset built of large blocks of limeste (W.1341) protruding from a defensive line (not
visible, under the tourist path). This structure is founded on a stone base (W.1344; fig. 24b)
and its building technique is quite similar to that of Tower Al, even though the section shows
clearly that itunderwent a reconstruction, and the upper part was replaced. Regular bricks of
the original wall W.1340 are about 0.52 cm long and have a rebdistn colour
interspersed with a light grey mortar, at least a couple of centimetres thick. The upper part of
the structure, on the other hand, is made of bricks of a yelldwislin colour (W.1342),
like those recognized in 1998 on Wall 7 of Are&'Both structures should be provisionally
ascribed to Sultan I\tA (Middle Bronzell, 2000-1800-1650 BC), apparently a jamb of the

48 Nigro 2006a, 2980, fig. 46.

4 TS.19.E.1823/1; TS.23.E.1823/1.

50 Nigro 20204, fig. 3.

51 Kenyon 1981, 35858, pls. 331, 33840; Marchetti- Nigro eds. 1998, 996, figs. 2:12:3; 2000, 167171,
figs. 3:1:3:7; Nigro 2006a, 25, fig. 37; FiaccaventGallo 2020, 234.
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gate giving access to the spring, as the location seems to suggest, still hidden under the
modern road.

5.4.Sultan V (Late Bronze ) collapsed fortification wall in Areas A and E

Scanty Sultan V (Late Bronze) remains were identified along the head of the Cyclopean
Wall in a layer ofin situ and fallen down orange mudbricks (W.2154/F.2154a), which
apparently belonged to a wall erected on top of Wall 4 in Sultan Va (LB 1,-1560 BC)
after the final destruction of Sultan IV€The same Sultan Va structure (W.1714/F.1714a)
was identified on top of the Cyclopean Wall to the east in square AolV11 (fig. 21). Other
parts of this wall made of orange bricks were found collapsed south of the Cyclopean Wall
in square Amivii12 (F.1787,F. 2001) , cut through by Sell
(P.1669/P.1779) dug all around the Cyclopean Wall.

5.5.Sultan VI (Iron Age IB and IIC) installations in Areas A and E

Equally interesting is what was uncovered unearthing the head of the Cyclopean Wall 4
at the western edge of Area E. In square AhIV6 a structure was built on the top of Wall 4 in
period Sultan Vla (Iron Age IB, c. 113860 BC), cutting through Sultan IVb(MB 11-111)
strata. It is a rectangular unit, with the western wall (W.2160) found on the preserved top of
Wall 4, made of medium and small size riverbed stones, with a heavy plaster, and two
transversal walls, W.2161 and W.2158 (fig. 25). The pottenenztfrom the associated
layer of use (F.2156), supports a date in Iron Age IB.

Sultan VIib materials were not found in Area A, while a Sultan Vic (Iron Age*4IC)
productive installation with three round silos inside (L.1770) and an underlying chamber
(L.1924), was uncovered at the soutesternmost square of the Area (fig. X6).

6. THE MIDDLE BRONZEAGE I -1l PALACES AND LATE BRONZEI-II fi NDDLE BUILDINGOON
THE SPRINGHILL

On the Spring Hill, the widening of the excavations towards theqodghs t up t o Ken
Square H HH IV allowed to continue the exploration of the-sa | | ed A Pal ace
Shepherds Ki ngs 0-1660 BCy ard ofats recbngthuctiqn bfsSaltév/c
(16501550 BC), named fAHyksos Palaceodo (fig. 27

6.1.Sultan IVa (MB I) burials

Sparse remains of simple pottery assemblages belonged to Sultan IVa (MB I) burials were
found along the western edge of the excavations in Area G, with diagnostic types such as

52 As it was suggested by pottery finds (e.g. TS.23.2001/1).

53 Sellin and Watzinger identified the Late Bronze Age mudbrickwiyl in the northern sectors of the excavation
area and east o f-Sultah €Selli§-pMatzimggr 1913, pl. d@).i Subseguently, J. Garstang
identified it at the foot of the @stern and southern slopes of the site TrerdhShuare C6, D6, E6 (Garstang
1930, pl. VI; 1931, pl. ll; GarstangGarstang 1948, 112). K.M. Kenyon also identified the wall in some spots
inside Trench |, Il and IIl (Kenyon 1981, 110, 169, 219, pls. 108@a, 125b, 255b, 272c); Nigro 2023a, 602
605.

54 Nigroet al.2011, 578580, figs. 79; Nigro 2020a, 206.

% lron Age IIB-C (c. 732680 BC).
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Gublite carinated bowls (fig. 28§.The summit of the Spring Hill, in its central sector, was
in fact used as burial place in the central decades of thegt@ury before the erection of
the fAPalace of ¥he Shepherds Kingso.

6.2Sul tan I Vb Palace (the APalace of the She

The Sultan IVb (MB II) palace had an overall rectangular layout with two main courtyards
and rectangular rooms all aroutfdts remains were excavated on top of the regularized ruins
of the Sultan II1lc (EB I11) palace (APal ace
wall W.633° which supported to the north the superstructure wall W.1231, with entrance
L.1230 preceded by a 2.08 m wide sfzdved step (4 cubits x 0.46 cm, fig. 29), opening
towards the cobble paved ramp (street L.1240), also excavated by Kenyon in Square H I,
flank i ng the palace storerooms and stables (e
HEN).%% Perpendicular to this wall (W.1231) is wall W.1241 which is the westward
continuation of the structure that precede
W.1239.

Further west and upwards, wall W.1241 joins a major reotith structure built exactly
upon Sultan IIllc main APalace GO wall W. 637
use also in Sultan V and VI buildings. The stone foundations of three milsefithe Sultan
IVb Palace were identified on the opposite western side of the excavated area, called W.1201,
W.1215 and W.1217 (fig. 31).

In Square H II, the erosion of the northern section revealed an array of storage jars
containing grain (fig. 32), buried in destruction layer F.2331/F.2332 in room L.2338, between
Kenyonédés walls HDR (W.2333) and HEDejgsW. 2337
(fig. 33) smashed in the collapse layer provided a radiocarbon date for the final destruction
of the Sultan IVb (MB 1l) Palace to 1635 BC.

6.3.Sul tan | Vc Palace (the AHyksos Pal aceod)

The overlying reconstructed palace, thecsa | | e d 1 HySkvwaoexploredtb thec e 0
north following wall W.1221a, the Sultan IVc reconstruction of this wall, which connected
with a block abutting towards the Spring to the east, made ofowefitones outlining three

% Respectively jug TS.19.G.2318/1 and Gublite bowl TS.19.G.2318/2.

57 Marchetti 2003, 304810; Nigro 20072008; 2009b.

%8 Nigro 2019b, 147The plan of the Palace recalls contemporary buildings of $aiastine, the soalled
ACourtyard Pal ae48%, bkeRalddefatRasalAi0d/ Apgh & kBedk K9B6¢cKoehavi

1980; 1981; Nigro 1994, 33 7 , pl . 5), t Be 0 6 66RiaTed) da i ISTheencphie m  ( Sel
1926b; 1927a; 1927b; SellirSteckweh 1941; ToombsNright 1961; 1963; Wright 1965; Nigro 1994,-89,
pls.1215) as well as the -0MB jlull (fiFPeaplsaxedd-XNv/oa®2B,1-3,fse | | el

II, XLVI; Nigro 1994, 112118, fig. 32, pl. 21) and Palace P at TelRualweir/Biblical Lachish (Inge 1938,
251; Ussishkin 1974, 272; 1975, 1668; 1976, 26263; 1978, 710, pls. 23; 1983, 105109, figs. 23; Nigro
1994, 107111, fig. 30, pl. B); Nigro 2009b, 361.
5 Marchetti 2003, 299, 31316, fig. 7; Nigro 2006a, 25, 27; 2009b, 3842, figs. 67, 9; Nigroet al.2011, 585
586.
80 Kenyon 1981, 33836, 366369, pls. 195, 197; Nigro 2019b, 147.
8 This building was partially excavated by J. Garstan
1934, 100101, pl. XV, ns. 881; Garstang Garstang 1948, 9201; Marchetti 2003, 306; Nigret al.2011,
585586), while the nortleastern wing was excavated by K.M. Kenyon (1981;387, pls. 195197, 336a).
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progressive offsets: W.2335, interrupted by staircase L.2327, W.2305 with a length of 3.75
m, wall W.2373 1.15 m long, wall W.2307 2.1 m long, W.2375, abutting again eastwards of
1.15 m (fig. 34). This feature recalls that of Megiddo Palace 2134 of SttxtGm

The AHyksos Palaceo also suffered from a
spine wall W.1221. Thdestruction layers sealing the palace (F.2341) provided several 14C
samples which suggest that this event occurred about 1539 BC.

64Remains associated with Sultan V (Late Br

Despite the violent destruction, the str.i
reused in the Late Bronze Age, when a new building was erected and to which walls W.2303,
W.2333 and floor L.2312 belong. Here, two rooms (L.2334 and L.2336, fig. 32 wer
excavated, probably annexed % Geratiofinds (fGar st a|
35) point to a date in the #8entury BC: a fragment of a Cypriot White Slip 1l milk bof,
two carinated bowl&’ and the pointed handle of a bo¥iThe same chronological setting is
suggested by the cuneiform tablet found by Garstang and by the majority of his pottery
finds 58

7.IRONAGE REMAINS ON THESPRINGHILL

Renewed ItaliasPalestinian excavations uncovered Iron Age strata in Areas A, B North,
G, P, and in Trench | (seab. 2 for a comprehensive archeological periodization of the Iron
Age at Tell esSultan). In the last seasons, preserved stratigraphies of Iron | and Il were
excavated in Area A (8 5.5.), at the southernmost foot of the tell, and in Area G, on the
summit d the Spring Hill.

7.1.Sultan Vla houses in Area G

Sultan Vla (Iron Age I) remains on the summit of the Spring Hill were already uncovered
by E. Sellin and C. Wazting&rand thoroughly reconstructed by Helga and Manfred
Weippert’® The walls of a house in the same array and orientation already exposed by the
German Expedition were excavated in seasons 2019, 2021 and 2022 (fig. 36): four rooms
(L.2312, L.2322, L.2324, L.2326), a small chamber (L.2368), and an inner court (L.2360)
were delimited by brown mudbricks walls, among which the main rewthith wall W.2301,

52 Loud 1948, 16, fig. 381; Kenyon 1969, 58; Fritz 1983182fig. 6; Kempinski 1989, 684, 157158, figs. 26,
42:7; Nigro 1994, 6771, fig. 21, pl. 11.

5 In line with the radiocarbon evidence previously presented by Buitas der Plicht (1995, 21220; Nigro
2019b, 149).

64 Garstang 1934, 16002, 108116, pls. XIlI, XIV, XXXI-XXXVII; Garstang- Garstang 1948, 11820, 147
148; Bienkowsky 1986, 71, 90, 14D2, 112122, figs. 5556, 5960; Nigro 1994, 555, fig. 8:2; Marchetti
2003, 316317.

8  TS.19.G.2308/1 suggests a date in the second half of theetfiury BC (Popham 1972; Eriksson 2007;
Maguire 2012).

8  TS.19.G.2302/2; TS.19.G.2302/9.

57 TS.19.G.2302/1; Nigro 2023a, 612.

%8  Garstang 1934, 116, pl. XLIIl:1; Marchetti 2003, 3367; Horowitz- Oshima 2006, 987, 231; Nigro 2020a,
fig. 27; 2023a, 60&07, fig.6.

8 Sellin- Watzinger 1913, 670, figs. 26, 42, pls. 6, 156, HV.

0 Weippert- Weippert 1976, 13139, fig. 5.
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which was built upon the northernmost stretch of Sultan Vb (LB Il) W.2333, reusing burnt
Middle and Late Bronze bricks.

East of W.2301 there was an open court (L.2320) where a limestone mortar with the basalt
pestle insidé! was foundn situ (fig. 37).

In L.2326, against the northern (W.2313) and western (W.2356) walls of the room, an L
shaped bench (B.2329), 0.35 m high, possibly served as seat (fig. 38). An extraordinarily
preserved rectangular (28 x 34 cm) reeat was found on it (fig. 39). Two radiarbon
samples associated with the filling inside the room (F.2316) provide the date 977+'45 BC,
towards the end of Sultan &2 (Iron IB).”® In the same filling a bronze ring and a bronze
arrowhead were found (fig. 4.

TELL ES-SULTAN PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERIOD ABSOLUTE
DATESBC
Via Vial Iron 1A 1200/11961136
Via2 Iron 1B 1136960
Early 11361077
Late 1077960
Vib Vibl Iron [IA 960-840
Early 960925
Late 925840
VIb2 Iron 1IB 840-732/722701
VIb3 Iron lIC 732/722701-586
Vic Vic Iron 1l 586-535

Tab. 2- Iron Age archaeological periodization of Tell@sltan and chronology.

7.2.Sultan VIbc finds in Area P

During Sultan Vb1 (Iron Age A, 966840 BC), Jericho was in all likelihood a city of
the Kingdom of Moab (and it might even be identified with@esiho’® [in Moabite dialect]
mentioned in the Mesha Steéfawhich had citywalls, gardens and a water reservéirdhs

" TS.19.G.53; TS.19.G.55.

2 Two charred seeds: LTL19581A: 2857 + 45=1-B8B BC (91.1 %), and Gri1280: 2785 + 45=104830
BC (95.4%).

7 Nigroetal.2011, tab 1.

7 TS.22.G.150 and TS.22.G.151.

s Nicacci 1994, 227, 1.3.

8 For a newinterpretation of the stele text, see the recent discussions by A. Lemaire and J.P. Delorme (Lemaire
1994; Lemaire Delorme 2022), and the response of M. Richelle and A. Burlingame (Richelle 2021; Richelle
Burlingame 2023).

" The site is also represented as a Moabite stronghold in the Bible (Judg63{Mgro 2020a, 202).
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already stated, remains of this stagatensively excavated by the German Expedition at the
beginning of the last centuryare nowadays sparse, with scanty remains of houses in Area
G (8 7.1.),and other installations in Areas A (8§ 5.5.) aBdNorth (on top of EB Il city
walls, including a stone staircase to climb the steep flanks of théSsite).

In Area P, on the highest soutfestern peak of the Spring Hill, were the Middle Bronze
Il temple used to b& in a late Sultan \H2 (1A 1IB) layer (F.1404), a remarkable ostracon
was found, published in the attached note of Rev. P. prof. Emile Puech o.p. (orogps97
In the same layer, the incised and impressed handle of a cooking pot was also retrieved (fig.
41). Both elements apparently date back to the&™century BC, when Jericho was a
flourishing city apparently under Moabite control.

8. CONCLUSIONS

Archaeological investigations and restorations interventions at TeHukan were
conducted by the joint ItaliaRalestinian Expedition in the past five years during a hard time,
interrupted by the corona pandemic in 2020 and 2021 and in a progresk@teliprating
political situation in the West Bank (in 2022 the city of Ariha elected a new mayor) and in
the World.

Excavations were carried out in 2019, 2021, 2022 and 2023 respectively, while
restorations in 2021, 2022 and 2023, in four different Areas: Palace G, Area B, Area E and
the EB Il city-wall at the top of Kenyon Trench Il. Restorations were made with ivadit
techniques and selected antidike mortars, plasters, and mudbricks were employed in
sacrifice layers and walls topping (figs. 2, 7). The aim of this work was to protect the
monuments until they are protected by durable shelters, which the rittiailiproject
conducted by the MoTA in cooperation with the UNESCO Office of Ramallah will realize.
In the meantime, explanatory panels in English and Arabic were updated and renovated.

On September 172023 TellesSul t an/ ancient Jericho was
Heritage List of UNESCO. This was a major achievement of thge2és long Italian
Palestinian joint project, strongly supported by Rome «La Sapienza» University and the
Italian Ministry of Forégn Affair and International Cooperation.

In bringing this preliminary report of seasons 22023 to print, we hold high the hope
that the study of the Past, the protection of monuments, and their enjoyment by all in the
respect of the Aja Convention and in the spirit of the European CounciilliConvention,
might be a bold contribution to the building of that right, supportive, culturally honest and
law-abiding World that Palestine deserves.
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Fig. 1- Map of Tell esSultan with excavated areas and limits of previous expeditions.
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Fig. 2- Tell esSultan, Areas B and AreaW®est with the restored Building B1 (Sultan llic2,
EB 1lIB, 2500-2300 BC) andVain Inner Wall (MIW W.2), from south (Sultan llicl, EB
[l1A, 2700-2500 BC).
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Wall
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" WalPNFD,
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Fig. 3- Tell esSultan, Area B and Trench lll: the two phases of the Main Inner Wall (NFB
and NFG), of the Outer Wall (NFD and NFJ), andhaawarg from south (Sultan llic, EB
[, 2700-2300 BC).
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Fig. 4-TellesSul t an, Area B North, notretdoh (sSeud ttiamn

EB Ill, 27002300 BC).

Fig. 5- Tell esSultan, Areas G and H, general view of the palaces area from south.
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Fig. 6- Tell esSultan, map of the site during the EB Il with main buildings and structures
excavated (Sultan llic, EB Ill, 2762300 BC).
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X

Fig. 7- Tell esSultan, Area G, room L.644 and B.645 of Palace G (Sultan llic, EB 111,-2700
2300 BC).

Fig. 8- Tell esSultan, Area G, view of room L.1160 (in the foreground) and L.621 (in the
background) of Palace G (Sultan llic, EB 1ll, 278800 BC).
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Fig. 9- Tell esSultan, Area G, view of W.123tanked by B.1238 in room L.1224 of Palace
G (Sultan llic, EB Ill, 2702300 BC).

1) TS.21.G.1224/1; 2) TS.99.G.341/2+4; 3) TS.99.G.334/3.

75



XXIX (2024) Interim report on thexcavations at Tell eSultan, ancient Jericho (202923)

7 0 ~ 10 cm
[

Fig. 11- Tell esSultan, Area G, miscellaneous finds from Palace G (Sultan llic, EB lll,
27002300 BC).
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Fig. 12a- Tell esSultan, Area F, view of street L.437 and of room L.444 from House M in
the EBII northern domestic quarter (Sultan Illb, EB II, 3¢5®@0 BC).

Fig. 12b- Tell esSultan, Area F, room L.444, from soutkest (Sultan Ilib, EB Il, 3050
2700 BC).
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Fig. 13- Tell esSultan, Area F, miscellaneous finds from domestic units (Sultan llib, EB II,
30502700 BC).
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Fig. 14- Tell esSultan, Area F, pottery from the ERII northern domestic quarter (Sultan
llIb-c, EB II-1ll, 3050-2300 BC).
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Fig. 15- Tell esSultan, Area F, finds from the EBIIl northern domestic quarter (Sultan
lllb-c, EB II-1ll, 3050-2300 BC).
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Fig. 16- Tell esSultan, Trench lll, teg@ot and juglet with wavy combed decoration found
in F.2702 (Sultan 111d2, EB 1VB, 2262000 BC).

A

Fig. 17- Tell esSultan, Areas A and E, general view (Sultan 1V, MB, 20660 BC).
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Fig. 18- Tell esSultan, Area A, view of rooms L.185, L.197, L.186, L.191 and L.20 of House
A2 (Sultan Vb, MB II, 18001650 BC), and of room L.193 of House A3 (Sultan IVc, MB

Ill, 1650-1550 BC), in the background Tower Al (Sultan IM&®, MB IB-Il, 1900-1650
BC).
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Fig. 19- Tell esSultan, Area E, wall W.1824 of Curvilinear Stone Structure (Sultan Vb,
MB I, 1800-1650 BC) and newly exposed top of Cyclopean Wall (Sultan IVc, MB 111, 1650
1550 BC), from south.

¥

Fig. 20- Tell esSultan, Area E, view of F.1822, from south (Sultan IVb, MB II, 18660
BC).
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Fig. 21- Tell esSultan, Area E, W.1714, from west (Sultan Va, LB |, 13300 BC).
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Fig. 22- Tell esSultan, Area E, stone filling W.2004 built against the Cyclopean Wall, from
east (Sultan Va, LB I, 1550400 BC).
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Fig. 23- Tell esSultan, Area E, section inside Buttress W.270 with the destruction layer
F.1826 from west (Sultan IVa, MBI, 20800 BC), above the terracotta figure of a lioness
founded in it.
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Fig. 24a- Tell esSultan, Area T, Towe6Gate Jamb W.1340 with its stone base (W.1344),
offset (W.1341) and upper reconstruction (W.1342), from south (Sultasb,\K&B I-1,
20001650 BC).

Fig. 24b- Tell esSultan, Area T, ToweGate W.1340: the stone base W.1344.
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Fig. 25- Tell esSultan, Area E, view of the rectangular unit formed by W.2160, W.2161 and
W.2158 (Sultan Vla, Iron Age 1B, 113850 BC).

Fig. 26- Tell esSultan, Area A, room L.1770 with circular bins (T.1775, T.1777, T.1783)
and room L.1924, from west (Sultan Vic, 1A 1IC, 7335 BC).
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