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Foreword by Orazio Carpenzano 

Welcoming Address from the Dean 

On behalf of the Faculty, I wish to thank the organisers for asking me to give this 
opening address, while congratulating them on their efforts to bring together, in an 
international encounter, various perspectives on topics of such decisive importance 
for the future of our respective territories, as well as their people, living organisms 
and architecture. 

My thanks go to Anna Maria Giovenale, Fabrizio Cumo, Eugenio Arbizzani, 
Carola Clemente, Eliana Cangelli and Francesca Giofrè, who will be giving talks on 
technological innovation, the environment, climate change and public health. 

Thinking of energy in terms of how it relates to architecture during the green 
and digital transition means cultivating a technological imagination, a topic which 
leads to the broader question of the man–nature relationship and the possibility that 
architecture, by applying innovative ideas and concepts while promoting a growing 
social and emotional intelligence of its own, can contribute to inventing of new types 
of habitat for mankind on the planet earth, under a new pact for survival that allows 
all elements, both artificial and natural, to coexist in a sustainable balance which can 
serve as a preventive measure against the intrinsic destructive force of the Cosmos, 
an especially pressing problem where mankind has neglected certain methods for 
dissipating the energy of calamitous events made available by both ancient wisdom 
and scientific advances. 

The 2021 Architecture Biennial, entitled “How Will We Live Together?”, implic-
itly drew the attention of visitors to the need for a new approach to the man–nature 
relationship, following a thorough review of its historical and ethical premises. 
Hashim Sarkis, the curator of the exposition’s seventeenth edition, passed on the 
following message: “In a scenario of exasperated political divisions and growing 
economic inequality, we call upon architects to imagine spaces in which we can all 
live in fruitful fellowship”.

xv
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The man–nature relationship has always been a distinctive feature of humanistic 
and artistic thought on things technical, expressed in the construction of the civitas, 
the physical and political synthesis of civilisation. Medieval mysticism viewed nature 
as a foreboding wilderness, while the Renaissance redeemed the sense of technè, and 
the Romantic Period, with its high-strung, emotive outlook, led to the elaboration of 
the concept of the sublime. 

Controlling and putting to use the energy generated by nature through sources of 
heat and movement (wind, sun, water), first through manual effort and then using 
the tools and machines produced by human ingenuity, was also a topic and challenge 
that led architecture to express, during the Modern Movement, boundless enthusiasm 
for the theories of Taylorism, which Corbusier summed up by interpreting human 
dwellings as machines of habitation. 

But it is from the time of Vitruvius that architecture, engaged more or less explic-
itly with the triad of utilitas-firmitas-venustas, has addressed the problem of dissi-
pating heat (or thermal inertia), as well as kinetic and elastic energy (in the case of 
earthquakes), at various latitudes of the globe, drawing on the available resources 
and raw materials. Historic Italian buildings, for example, built with walls roughly a 
metre thick and a structural layout measuring 4 × 4 or 5  × 5 m, have offered excel-
lent thermo-hygrometric performance (in terms of energy consumption), as well as 
structural dependability (against seismic risk). In both cases the objective is to “mit-
igate”, a term used by many modern-day scholars, the dissipation of different types 
of energy. 

The history of architecture is filled with archetypes that need to be updated and 
reinvented. Think of the ingenuity it took to build Venice atop a giant underwater 
forest, or the aesthetic quality of the Tu’rat walls constructed by Southern Italian 
peasants, the windmills of Northern Europe and countless other magnificent exam-
ples of swarm intelligence collected by Bernard Rudofsky in his well-known book 
Architecture without Architects: a short introduction to non-pedigreed architecture, 
published by Doubleday & Company Inc., Garden City, (in 1964), following an 
exhibition at New York’s Museum of Modern Art. Though, in truth, Roberto Pane 
and Gino Capponi had already touched on the topic in articles on the architecture of 
Ischia published in “Architettura e Arti decorative” in 1927, as did Giuseppe Pagano 
at the Milan Triennial “Rural Italian Architecture”, published in the Notebooks of 
the Milan Triennial by Hoepli in 1936. 

Looking beyond the confines of architecture, a recent reconsideration of the topic 
of Cinema and Energy can provide potentially useful points of affinity with archi-
tecture, especially in the collection of essays found in issues 7 and 8 of the period-
ical Imago, under the title Cinema & Energy. Interdisciplinary Outlooks Combining 
Science, Aesthetics and Technology, edited by Marco Maria Gazzano and Enrico 
Carocci (and published by Bulzoni in 2013). In an essay entitled Dissipation and 
Aesthetic Experience, the physicist Giuseppe Vitiello, in commenting on the film 
Transeurope Hotel by Luigi Cinque, writes: “The brain [which leads me to think of 
swarm intelligence] is described as an open system engaged in continuous exchanges
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with its surrounding environment. In both models and films, antinomies such as infor-
mation/knowledge, feeling/knowing, blend with each other in the aesthetic experi-
ence, the favourable connection between ‘me and the object’ that characterises our 
existential dimension.” 

Dissipation, therefore, should be seen as part of the evolution of our ecosystem, 
of our contemporary habitat. It gauges the possibilities for losing and exchanging, 
through a rekindling of collective emotional intelligence and technical and intellec-
tual micro-revolutions. It is a risk that we must continue to face, as otherwise archi-
tecture will die, depriving man of an indispensable tool for managing the complexity 
of the physical habitat through creativity, in order to transfigure energy in a way that, 
at times, can prove so unreal, and yet so effective and indispensable, that it leads to 
the construction of new values and sublime beauty. 

Orazio Carpenzano 
Dean 

Faculty of Architecture 
Sapienza University of Rome 

Rome, Italy 
orazio.carpenzano@uniroma1.it

mailto:orazio.carpenzano@uniroma1.it
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