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Abstract
Sixteen seasons (1997-2022) of excavations and restorations at Tell es-Sultan/Jericho by 
Sapienza University of Rome and the Palestinian MoTA-DACH revealed new data on the 
history and archaeology of this renowned site of Palestine. A contextual approach reveals 
the basic contribution that such a long-lived settlement may provide for the interpretation 
and conceptualization of Levantine archaeology. Human community vs environment, social 
organization vs cognitive interpretation of life and afterlife, dynamics of exploitation and 
landscape modeling vs adaptation and cultural invention. All these fields of investigation 
are touched by the archaeological research at the site. When history makes its appearance, 
and sources support our historical reconstruction, the retrieval of Egyptian items as well as 
the possible identification of the Canaanite name of the city, Ruha, may help in disentan-
gling its complex history passing through foreign influence in Palestinian Bronze Age. Last 
but not least, the joint Italian-Palestinian Expedition testifies to a cooperation which resisted 
since 1997, opposing the overall political trend which emphasizes differences and confron-
tation, claiming for a shared, autonomous and authoritative Cultural Heritage.

Pre-Pottery Neolithic (Sultan Ib-c, 8,500-6,000 BC): early steps of human 
domestication of nature
Since the Mesolithic Period (Sultan Ia, c. 10,500 BC), and from the Neolithic onwards, 
Tell  es-Sultan/Jericho, 7 Km north of the Dead Sea, was the dominant site of the southern 
Jordan Valley on the western bank of the river. The site, laying 270 m below the sea level, 
graciously profited of the favorable environment of the oasis formed by the abundant fresh-
water gushing out from the Spring of Ain es-Sultan (Nigro 2014a: 26-7, figs. 1.1-1.2). The 
Pre-Pottery Neolithic community at Jericho was one of the most adaptive, innovative and 
successful of the entire ancient Near East. British (1955-1958) (Kenyon 1957: 51-76; 1981: 
18-92, 122-136, 226-253, 275-308) and Italian-Palestinian (1997-2020) (Nigro et al. 2011: 
577-578; Nigro 2017a) excavations brought to light portions of a 4 hectares-wide village, 
with communal buildings, including the Round Tower (Fig. 1), and a “town-wall” encircling 
the settlement. The PPN Jericho community developed a distinguished architectural tradi-
tion, with plastered floors and mud-bricks, which, in the course of time, evolved from loaf- 
to cigar-shaped type produced in rectangular moulds (Ben-Shlomo and Garfinkel 2009: 
191-192, tab. 1). This, of course, facilitated the transformation of the original womb-shaped 
huts into rectangular domestic units, capable to be enlarged by juxtaposing new units and 
sharing walls (Nigro 2014b: 60-61, fig. 6; 2019b: 139-140). 
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Canals were excavated in the oasis to involve stable agriculture, which was flanked by 
taming sheep and goats, bees, dogs, and felines. Intensive agriculture, as well as animal 
breeding and hunting are the primary resources for subsistence of the PPN Jericho (Twiss 
2007: 27). The verdant environment of the oasis allowed a solid growth of the population 
and assured full success to plants and animals domestication practices.

Flint industry reached a high technological and functionally specialized level, forming 
a reference typological inventory for the period (Crowfoot Payne 1983: 639-706). The pres-
ence of obsidian witness exchange reaching Anatolia, and connecting Neolithic communi-
ties all around the Fertile Crescent (Marchetti and Nigro 1998: 87-88; Nigro 2019b: 140).

More than 500 people lived in Jericho already in the 9th millennium BC, which grew up 
to at least 2,000 individuals at the end of PPNA (7,500 BC). This community was character- 
ized by an elaborated social organization, with an unequal distribution of power and wealth 
based on land ownership and water distribution (Kuijt 2001: 86; Naveh 2003; Benz 2010: 
251, 269-70; Rollefson 1983: 30; 2004). The modified social organisation contributed to 
the birth of cult and rites connected with the nascent ideology of family (Goren et al. 2001; 
Kodas 2014; 2016; Fletcher 2015: 26; Nigro 2017a: 26). This is reflected in skull separa-
tion, with the transformation of crania into familiar idols through plastering, modeling, and 
painting (Nigro 2017a: 6-25) (Fig. 2).

Pottery Neolithic (Sultan IIa-b, 6000-4500 BC) and Chalcolithic (Sultan IIc, 4500- 
3500 BC): periods of regression
During the PN Period the invention of pottery marks another major step in the technological 
development of the site (Nigro 2014a: 28-30), but this period showed a regression in archi-
tecture, technology and material culture.

In the following Chalcolithic Period the spring of ‘Ain es-Sultan reduced its flow or even 
ceased to produce water (Nigro 2014b: 67-68). Tell es-Sultan was almost deserted and a 
reduced community settled on the eastern bank of Wadi Nueima, about 2 Km to the east, at 
Tell el-Mafjar (Nigro 2008; 2011: 78).

Early Bronze I (Sultan IIIa1, 3500-3000 BC): path to urbanization
As the spring recovered, Jericho was again inhabited by a group of farmers and breeders, 
bearing a distinctive material culture (Nigro 2005; Nigro et al. 2019). They re-set system-
atic cultivation of the oasis, keeping strict relationships with nomadic shepherds practicing 
transhumance from the highlands down into the Jordan Valley, running N-S along the Wadi 
‘Arabah and the Sinai Peninsula, trading raw materials, such as copper (Levy 2007: 27-46), 
salt, sulphur, bitumen, spices (Nigro 2005: 4-5), and Egyptian items (Sala 2012: 277-281).

The EB I community grew in complexity and the small hamlet progressively turned 
into a huge village, with inner architectural differentiation and communal buildings (Nigro 
2005: 122-124, 200; Montanari 2012: 2-10), such as a long apsidal house excavated in Trench 
III (Kenyon 1981: 322-324, pls. 174, 313a, 314; Gallo 2019: 112-120). Tomb A testifies to the 
emergence of a leader, buried in primary deposition in a distinguished posture with raised 
arms and his mace in between the legs (Garstang 1932: 19-22, pl. VII:5).
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Early Bronze II (Sultan IIIb, 3000-2700 BC): rise of a city
At the beginning of the 3rd millennium BC, Jericho underwent a major transformation with 
the erection of a solid city-wall made of yellowish bricks set upon a two courses-thick stone 
foundations (Nigro 2010a: 11-38; 2010b: 461-463; Gallo 2019: 119-124). The inhabited area 
was terraced, divided into quarters by a N-S main street, and, on the hill overlooking the 
spring and the oasis, a temple was built (Nigro 2010a: 51-61, 75, 109; 2010b: 464-466). The 
main gate was at the SE foot of the tell, introducing to the spring area which was included 
into the city-wall (Fig. 3). These transformations were accompanied by a development of 
the material culture, visible in pottery making and in the emergence of copper tools and 
weapons (Nigro 2014b: 71; 2014c).

The new-born city inaugurated a new model of economy, based on intensive agriculture, 
cattle breeding and use in cultivation, seasonal employment of large squads of workers, 
labour specialization including potters, smiths, merchants, warriors and city-administrators 
forming an urban élite.

The finding of five mother-of-pearl shells from the Nile, piled up into a cache in an EB 
IIA room with remains of eyes make-up (Fig. 4), is another indication that an emerging 
ruling class looked to Egypt having established and enduring exchange system with the 
Pharaonic Kingdom (Nigro et al. 2018). The flourishing EB II city came to a sudden end due 
to a violent earthquake struck, occurred towards 2700 BC (Nigro 2014b: 72).

Early Bronze III (Sultan IIIc, 2700-2300 BC): the transformation of Jericho
After the earthquake, Jericho was completely rebuilt: the fortification line was doubled add-
ing an Outer Wall to the Main Inner Wall (Fig. 5), with a series of blind rooms in between 
them, and a ditch at the bottom (Sellin and Watzinger 1913: 20-33; Garstang 1930: 128-129; 
1931: 191-192; Kenyon 1981: 161-163, 210-213; Marchetti and Nigro 1998: 81-94, 129-130; 
Nigro 2006a: 361-375; Nigro and Taha 2009: 738-739; Nigro et al. 2011: 580-581). A balcony 
allowed to walk all around on top of the main city-wall.

A major intervention of this second urban stage was the erection of a palace on the east- 
ern flank of the “Spring Hill” overlooking the oasis (Sellin and Watzinger 1913: 39-42, figs. 
18-20; Garstang 1932: 17-18; Kenyon 1981: 344-346; Nigro et al. 2011: 586-592, figs. 16, 
20; 2017b: 159-162). The palace was subdivided into three wings each on a different terrace 
downgrading to the spring (Fig. 6). The main entrance was on the southern side and opened 
towards a square in the main street climbing the “Spring Hill” and turning northwards. It 
led to the middle terrace, where a porch introduced to a hall with a raised podium, and a re-
ception suite flanked by a small subsidiary room. The upper terrace was accessible directly 
from the main street, through a door on the palace western perimeter wall. It hosted produc-
tive installations for food preparation and other ateliers. A third entrance was in the eastern 
lower terrace, directly connected with the spring area and the market just inside the citygate. 
This door gave access to the administrative and storage wing, and to a corner tower.

Remarkable finds from the palace, such as a copper axe and a dagger, a potter’s wheel, 
the bull-shaped spout of a cultic vessel, two fragmentary Egyptian palettes and a marble 
mace-head (Holland 1983: 804-805, fig. 365.5), testify to the role played by the palatial in-
stitution for the accumulation and distribution of wealth, and the control of trade routes and 
exchange of luxury goods (Nigro 2017b: fig. 8.12; 2020a: 192-194).
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The dwelling quarter on the northern plateau revealed a number of domestic units dis-
tributed on both sides of the main street (Marchetti and Nigro 2000: 15-120; Nigro and Taha 
2009: 740-741, fig. 17; Gallo 2019). Finds from the houses show a vivid picture of early ur-
ban Jericho. Salt, sulfur and bitumen from the Dead Sea, sea-shells from the Mediterranean 
and the Red Sea, copper from Wadi Feynan and Sinai, precious or imported items or wares 
testify to the existence of different trade routes. Tokens, calculi, sealings and seals, balance 
weights for precious metals or rare spices, illustrate the life of the urban community. All 
these finds, in absence of writing, mark the step towards a complex and stratified society, 
and witness the existence of a central institution ruling over the city, the oasis and con-
trolling the territory and road network.

Intermediate Bronze Age/Early Bronze IV (Sultan IIId, 2300-2000 BC): urban 
fragility, crisis, and new arrivals
Towards the mid of the 24th century BC the fragile urban experiment collapsed due to an 
enemy attack, and only some sparse squatters re-occupied the ruins on the tell for a certain 
while, then the site was deserted (Nigro 2009a: 187-188; 2014b: 77-80; 2020b; Montanari 
2019: 135-142). After some decades, new settlers - nomad shepherds which basically inhab-
ited the oasis during summer - occupied the tell summit and the Spring Hill (Nigro 2003: 
131-132; 2020a: fig. 17). They first lived in tents and then in rectangular dwellings with 
flimsy walls made of a single row of bricks. Along with livestock rearing, nomads used to 
merchandise from fringe regions where numerous raw materials were extracted. For this 
reason, some of them became expert metalworkers and played a major role in the develop-
ment of metallurgy leading to the introduction of copper alloys, including bronze, in the last 
century of the 3rd millennium BC (D’Andrea 2014: 156-157; Montanari 2014: 106; 2020).

The tribal organization of this new community and its semi-nomadic origins are well 
illustrated by a huge necropolis of individual burials extended on the limestone plateau NW 
of the tell (Kenyon 1960: 180-262; 1965: 33-166). The rural village developed in the second 
stage of the EBA (EB IVB), extending over the terraced tell flanks, as the community 
became fully stable and agriculture spread again over the oasis (Nigro 2003: 132, fig. 13).

Middle Bronze Age (Sultan IV, 2000-1500 BC): the urban rebirth
The re-urbanization of Tell es-Sultan occurred during the 20th century BC and was due to a 
further new population, the Amorites of Mesopotamian and Biblical sources (Kenyon 1963). 
The city was re-built to be the capital of a city-state extended over the southern Jordan Valley.

The MB I city-walls consisted of a solid wall of mud-bricks on stone foundations with 
rectangular towers (Fig. 7) (Marchetti and Nigro 2000: 167-171; Nigro et al. 2011: 573- 577, 
figs. 3-5; Nigro 2020a: 196). They were re-built twice in MB II by adding a rampart made 
of intermingled strata of earth and crushed limestone, and a stone retaining wall (CSS) at 
the bottom of the latter (Nigro et al. 2011: 581-584, figs. 13-14; Nigro 2020a: 196-199). In the 
latest reconstruction about 1650 BC, a Cyclopean wall was built to support the rubble ram-
part, also including the spring (Nigro 2006b: 34-35; Fiaccavento and Gallo 2020: 240-242).

The MB II-III temple was identified on the SW summit of the central hill (Nigro 2016: 
15). Temple P was a typical “Migdol”/long-room temple, with an elongated cella, charac-
terized by very high and thick walls (2.2 m). A very close comparison is offered by the MB 
temples in Tell Balata/Shechem (Sellin 1928; Stager 1999) or Tabaqat Fahl/Pella in Jordan 
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(Bourke 2012). In the vicinity of the temple, a turtle-dove shaped rhyton was found by J. 
Gartang (1934: 127, pl. XXVI.8.) suggesting that the worshipped deity was the Canaanite 
goddess Ishtar (Nigro 2019a).

A new palace was built over the regularized remains of the EB II-III one. It was entered 
from the south through a porch and had a rectangular plan (Garstang 1933: 41; 1934: 100- 
101, pl. XV, no. 80-81; Garstang and Garstang 1948: 99-101, fig. 4; Marchetti 2003: 306; 
Nigro et al. 2011: 585-586). It rested upon a perimeter wall, which supported the palace on 
the northern and eastern sides. The plan of the building was organized on two rectangular 
courtyards, with rooms and halls all around them. A staircase led to the upper storeys, where 
the residential apartments were presumably located (Fig. 8). South of the palace a huge area 
was occupied by the storerooms (Garstang 1934: 118-130, pls. XV-XVI, XL.a, XLI-XLII), 
where the precious agricultural products of the oasis were gathered together with precious 
stuffs and raw materials. Aside from the palace to the east, there was another subsidiary 
building serving as stable. A cobble-paved street connected it through a postern with the 
underlying area of the spring.

In between the foundation walls of the palace, some lined-up mud-bricks tombs were 
built to host the members of the ruling élite (Nigro 2009b). Within one of these tombs, a 
young lady and her adult maid were buried together. The lady had a distinguished personal 
ornament (Nigro 2020a: fig. 23), and especially a scarab (TS.99.G.500) stands out. It belongs 
to a signet ring, with a hieroglyphic inscription mentioning the “Administrator of Jericho” 
(Adjmer Ruha), the latter was the ancient Canaanite name of the city.

The largest number of MB tombs, however, was uncovered in the necropolis NW of 
the tell (Garstang 1933: 4-38; Kenyon 1960: 263-518; 1965: 167-478, fig. 91), where shaft 
tombs were occupied by extended families. Some individuals show a special treatment and 
wear weapons typical of the MB warriors’ class (Cohen 2012): fenestrated, duck-bill or 
chisel bronze axes, triple veined bronze daggers with marble or fine limestone pommels, 
studded waist belt. In the tomb of one of these officials, a scarab bearing the prenomen 
of Pharaoh Hotep-ib-ra was found (Nigro 2018), who ruled over the “Hyksos” capital in 
the Delta, Avaris/Tell ed-Dab’a, about 1770-1760 BC (Bietak 1984: 74; 1991: 49; 1996: 30). 
This discovery suggests that during the reign of this pharaoh a strong political connection 
existed between Jericho and Egypt. Moreover, the scarab found in the tomb of the Princess 
underneath the palace, confirms that Jericho and Tell ed-Dab’a established a strong and 
mutual relationship with the 13th Dynasty onwards. In the second half of the 16th century 
BC, Ruha was completely destroyed by an enemy attack (Garstang and Garstang 1948: 103-
104; Massafra 2014: 196-197). It is possible that such a dramatic event has to be attributed 
either to Ahmose or to Amenhotep I during their campaign assuring Egypt control on Asia. 
Radiocarbon dates fix the event between 1550 and 1520 cal BC (Bruins and van der Plicht 
1995: 213-220), and after that, the Canaanite city-state decayed, and from about 1500 BC 
became a town with reduced influence and international relations.

Jericho in the Late Bronze Age (Sultan V, 1500-1300 BC)
During the Late Bronze Age the city gradually recovered (Bienkowski 1986), becoming 
again a town, with weaker fortifications consisting of a mud-brick wall erected on top of 
the Cyclopean Wall (Fig. 9). The ruins of the MB Palace were re-adapted into a residence, 
the “Middle Building”, possibly for a vassal lord of the Egyptians (Garstang 1934: 100- 
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102, 108-116, pls. XIII-XIV, XXXI-XXXVII; Bienkowski 1986: 71, 90, 101-102, 112-122, 
figs. 55-56, 59-60; Nigro 1996: 52-55, fig. 8:2; Marchetti 2003: 316-317). A cuneiform tablet 
(Rockfeller Museum, Jerusalem, no. RM1485) testifies to the existence of a chancellery 
and an administration of the town and the oasis (Garstang 1934: 116; Horowitz et al. 2006: 
96-97, 231). In the last century of the Late Bronze Age, Jericho shows a dramatic draught of 
archaeological evidence, which has been interpreted in a definitive abandonment of the city 
(Kenyon 1951: 113). This coincides with an epochal crisis in the Levant and the Near East, 
followed by a new era, the Iron Age.

Jericho in the Iron Age (Sultan VI, 1200-586 BC)
At the beginning of the 12th century, new tribes arrived in the Judean Desert and in the Jordan 
Valley, belonging to a new wave of nomadic pastoralists entering Syria-Palestinefrom Arabia 
taking advantage by the dissolution of pre-existing polities (Nigro 2014d: 263; 2020a: 204-
206). In the Jericho area, they used to live in the wilderness around the oasis that had lost its 
flourishing aspect, being largely abandoned. In early Iron IB, in the highlands of Palestine 
and Transjordan, more complex social organizations were growing up and rapidly coagulat-
ed into new nations, which extended their territorial control over the southern Jordan Valley. 
New long distance trade had started with the diffusion of the dromedary (Grigson 2012) 
and fortresses, outposts and garrisons were built along the main overland routes of southern 
Levant. Tell es-Sultan, overlooking one of the richest springs of the region, was again settled 
and possibly hosted one of these strongholds (Nigro 2011: 15).

By the 9th century BC, Jericho was again a city surrounded by a wall, built exploiting the 
massive MBA ramparts and supporting works. The eastern flank of the Spring Hill hosted a 
tripartite public building, the “Hilani” (Sellin and Watzinger 1913: 67-70, fig. 42, pls. 15-16, 
I, IV; Garstang 1934: 102-104, pl. XIII; Marchetti 2003: 317), like the reception buildings 
of the Neo-Hittite and Neo-Syrian cities of the North. The rest of the city was intensively 
inhabited and extended (Fig. 10), with large houses, productive installations (Nigro et al. 
2011: 578-580), and slab-paved stairs climbing the 15 m high site. A double-winged royal 
stamp on a jar handle (Bartlett 1982: 537, fig. 220:1) may indicate that Jericho was included 
in the administration of the Kingdom of Judah in the 7th-6th centuries BC. It surely supplied 
the capital with oasis products, including newly introduced cultivar from the East, such as 
sandalwood for perfumes.

References
Bartlett, J. R.

1982	 Appendix A. Iron Age and Hellenistic Stamped Jar Handles from Tell es-Sultan. In: K. M. 
Kenyon and T. A. Holland, Excavations at Jericho. Volume Four. The Pottery Type Series and 
Others Finds, London, 537-545.

Ben-Shlomo, D. and Garfinkel, Y.
2009	 Sha’ar Hagolan and New Insights on Near Eastern Protohistoric Urban Concepts. Oxford 
Journal of Archaeology 28 (2), 189-209.

Benz, M.
2010	 Beyond Death – the Construction of Social Identities at the Transition from Foraging to 
Farming. In: M. Benz (ed.), The Principle of Sharing. Segregation and Construction of Social 
Identities at the Transition from Foraging to Farming (Studies in Early Near Eastern Production, 
Subsistence and Environment 14), Berlin, 240-276.



405Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban Diversity

Bienkowski, P.
1986	 Jericho in the Late Bronze Age, Warminster.

Bietak, M.
1984	 Eine Palastanlage aus der Zeit des späten Mittleren Reiches und andere Forschungsergebnisse 
aus dem östlichen Nildelta (Tell el-Dab’a 1979-1984) (Anzeiger der Ӧsterreichischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften 121), Wien.
1991	 Egypt and Canaan during the Middle Bronze Age. Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research 281, 27-72.
1996	 Avaris. The Capital of the Hyksos, London.

Bourke, S.
2012	 The Six Canaanite Temples of Tabaqat Falil: Excavating Pella’s ‘Fortress’ Temple (1994-
2009). In: J. Kamlah and H. Michelau (eds.), Temple Building and Temple Cult: Architecture and 
Cultic Paraphernalia of Temples in the Levant (2-1. mill. B.C.E.). Proceedings of a Conference 
on the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Institute of Biblical Archaeology at the University 
of Tübingen (28-30 May 2010) (Abhandlungen des Deutschen Palästina-Verins 41), Wiesbaden, 
159-201.

Bruins, H. J. and van der Plicht, J.
1995	 Tell es-Sultan (Jericho): Radiocarbon Results of the Short-Lived Cereal and Multiyear 
Charcoal Samples from the End of the Middle Bronze Age. Radiocarbon 37, 213-220.

Cohen, S. L.
2012	 Weaponry and Warrior Burials: Patterns of Disposal and Social Change in the Southern 
Levant. In: R. Matthews and J. Curtis (eds.), Proceedings of the 7th ICAANE, 12-16 April 2010, the 
British Museum and UCL, London, 307-320.

Crowfoot-Payne, J.
1983	 Appendix C. The flint industries of Jericho. In: K. M. Kenyon and T. A. Holland, Excavations 
at Jericho V. The Pottery Phases of the Tell and Other Finds, London, 622-759.

D’Andrea, M.
2014	 Townships or Villages? Remarks on Middle Bronze IA in the Southern Levant. In: 
P. Bieliński, M. Gawlikowski, R. Koliński, D. Ławecka, A. Sołtysiak and Z. Wygnańska (eds.), 
Proceedings of the 8th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East 30 
April – 4 May 2012, University of Warsaw, Vol. I, Wiesbaden, 151-172.

Fiaccavento, C. and Gallo, E.
2020	 Protecting the People: The Fortifications System of Middle Bronze Age Jericho in Light of 
Italian-Palestinian Excavations. In: R. T. Sparks, B. Finlayson, B. Wagemakers and J. M. Briffa 
(eds.), Digging Up Jericho. Past, present and future, Oxford, 231-245.

Fletcher, A. 
2015	 From Person to Ancestor. The Plastered Skull from Jericho. Current World Archaeology 74, 
24-26.

Gallo, E.
2019	 Tell es-Sultan/Ancient Jericho in the Early Bronze Age I-III: a Population Estimate. In: 
E.  Gallo (ed.), Conceptualizing Urban Experiences Tell es-Sultan and Tall al-Ḥammām Early 
Bronze cities across the Jordan (ROSAPAT 13), Rome, 109-133.

Garstang, J.
1930	 Jericho, Sir. Charles Marston’s Expedition of 1930. Palestine Exploration Fund. Quarterly 
Statement 62, 96-100.
1931	 The Walls of Jericho. The Marston-Melchett Expedition of 1931. Palestine Exploration 
Fund. Quarterly Statement 63, 181-196.
1932	 Jericho: City and Necropolis. Liverpool Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology 19, 3-22, 
35-54.
1933	 Jericho: City and Necropolis. Liverpool Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology 20, 3-42. 



406 Lorenzo Nigro

1934	 Jericho: City and Necropolis (Fourth Report). Liverpool Annals of Archaeology and 
Anthropology 21, 99-136.

Garstang, J. and Garstang, J. B. E.
1948	 The Story of Jericho, London.

Goren, Y., Goring-Morris, N. A. and Segal, I.
2001	 The Technology of Skull Modelling in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB): Regional 
Variability, the Relation of Technology and Iconography and their Archaeological Implication. 
Journal of Archaeological Science 28, 671-690.

Grigson, C.
2012	 Camels, Copper and Donkeys in the Early Iron Age of the Southern Levant: Timna 
Revisited. Levant 44 (1), 82-100.

Holland, T. A. 
1983	 Appendix M. Stone Mace-Heads. In: K. M. Kenyon and T. A. Holland, Excavations at 
Jericho V. The Pottery Phases of the Tell and Other Finds, London, 804-813.

Horowitz, W., Oshima, T. and Sanders, S.
2006	 Cuneiform in Canaan, Cuneiform Sources from the Land of Israel in Ancient Times, 
Jerusalem.

Kenyon, K. M.
1951	 Some Notes on the History of Jericho in the Second Millennium B.C. Palestine Exploration 
Quarterly 83, 101-138.
1957	 Digging Up Jericho, London.
1960	 Excavations at Jericho. Volume One. The Tombs Excavated in 1952-1954, London. 
1963	 Amorites and Canaanites, Jerusalem.
1965	 Excavations at Jericho. Volume Two. The Tombs Excavated in 1955-58, London.
1981	 Excavations at Jericho. Volume Three. The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell, London.

Kodas, E.
2014	 Le « Culte du Crâne », dans son contexte architectural et stratigraphique, au Néolithique 
au Proche-Orient, PhD dissertation, Paris.
2016	 Prélèvement du crâne humain au Néolithique précéramique à Jéricho (Tell es-Sultan): 
contextualisation et interprétations. Tiempo y Sociedad 22, 7-44.

Kuijt, I.
2001	 Place, Death, & the Transmission of Social Memory in Early Agricultural Communities of 
the Near Eastern Pre-Pottery Neolithic. In: M. S. Chesson (ed.), Social Memory, Identity & Death: 
Anthropological Perspectives on Mortuary Rituals (Archaeological Papers of the American 
Anthropological Association 10), Arlington, 80-99.

Levy, T. E.
2007	 Journey to the Copper Age: Archaeology in the Holy Land, San Diego.

Marchetti, N.
2003	 A Century of Excavations on the Spring Hill at Tell es-Sultan, Ancient Jericho: 
A  Reconstruction of its Stratigraphy. In: M. Bietak (ed.), The Synchronisation of Civilisations 
in the Eastern Mediterranean in the Second Millennium B.C. Proceedings of the SCIEM 2000 – 
Euroconference, Haindorf 2nd of May – 7th of May 2001, Vienna, 295-321.

Marchetti, N. and Nigro, L.
1998	 Scavi a Gerico, 1997. Relazione Preliminare sulla prima campagna di scavi e prospezioni 
archeologiche a Tell es-Sultan, Palestina (Quaderni di Gerico 1), Roma.
2000	 Excavations at Jericho, 1998. Preliminary Report on Second Season of Excavations and 
Surveys at Tell es-Sultan, Palestine (Quaderni di Gerico 2), Rome.

Massafra, A.
2014	 The End of the Middle Bronze Age in Southern Levant: Was Sharuhen the Only City 
Conquered by Ahmose? In: L. Nigro (ed.), Overcoming Catastrophes. Essays on Disastrous 



407Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban Diversity

Agents Characterization and Resilience Strategies in Pre-Classical Southern Levant (ROSAPAT 
11), Rome, 185-203.

Montanari, D.
2012	 Copper Axes and Double-Apses Buildings: Investigating EB I Social Interrelations. Vicino 
Oriente XVI, 1-27.
2014	 An EB IV Dagger from Tell es-Sultan/Jericho. Vicino Oriente XVIII, 101-111.
2019	 Tell es-Sultan/Ancient Jericho in the Early Bronze Age IV: a Summary. In: E. Gallo (ed.), 
Conceptualizing Urban Experiences Tell es-Sultan and Tall al-Ḥammām Early Bronze cities 
across the Jordan (ROSAPAT 13), Rome, 135-153.
2020	 Metal Weapons and Social Differentiation at Bronze Age Tell es-Sultan. In: R. T. Sparks, 
B. Finlayson, B. Wagemakers and J. M. Briffa (eds.), Digging Up Jericho Past, present and future, 
Oxford, 115-128.

Naveh, D.
2003	 PPNA Jericho: A Socio-Political Perspective. Cambridge Archaeological Journal 13 (1), 
83-96.

Nigro, L.
1996	 Le residenze palestinesi del Bronzo Tardo - I modelli planimetrici e strutturali. Contributi 
e Materiali di Archeologia Orientale VI, 1-69.
2003	 Tell es-Sultan in the Early Bronze Age IV (2300-2000 BC). Settlement vs Necropolis - A 
Stratigraphic Periodization. Contributi e Materiali di Archeologia Orientale IX, 121-158.
2005	 Tell es-Sultan/Gerico alle soglie della prima urbanizzazione: il villaggio e la necropoli del 
Bronzo Antico I (3300-3000 a.C.) (ROSAPAT 01), Roma.
2006a	 Sulle mura di Gerico. Le fortificazioni di Tell es-Sultan come indicatori della nascita e 
dello sviluppo della prima città di Gerico nel III millennio a.C. In: F. Baffi, R. Dolce, S. Mazzoni 
and F. Pinnock (eds.), Ina Kibrāt Erbetti. Studi di Archeologi orientale dedicati a Paolo Matthiae, 
Roma, 349-397.
2006b	 Results of the Italian-Palestinian Expedition to Tell es-Sultan: at the Dawn of Urbanization 
in Palestine. In: L. Nigro and H. Taha (eds.), Tell es-Sultan/Jericho in the Context of the Jordan 
Valley: Site Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development. Proceedings of the 
International Workshop Held in Ariha 7th – 11th February 2005 by the Palestinian Department 
of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage – Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, UNESCO Office – 
Ramallah, Rome «La Sapienza» University (Rome «La Sapienza» Studies on the Archaeology of 
Palestine & Transjordan 02), Rome, 1-40.
2008	 Tell es-Sultan/Jericho from Village to Town: A Reassessment of the Early Bronze Age I 
Settlement and Necropolis. In: J. M. Córdoba, M. Molist, M. C. Pérez, I. Rubio and S. Martínez 
(eds.), Proceedings of the 5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East 
(5-8 April 2006), Volume II, Madrid, 645-662.
2009a	 When the Walls Tumble Down. Jericho: Rise & Collapse of an Early Bronze Age Palestinian 
City. In: A. Cardarelli (ed.), Le ragioni del cambiamento. Reasons for Change. ‘Nascita’, ‘decli-
no’ e ‘crollo’ delle società tra fine del IV e inizio del I millennio a.C. (Scienze dell’Antichità 15), 
Roma, 173-192.
2009b	 The Built Tombs on the Spring Hill and The Palace of the Lords of Jericho (‘dmrRha) in 
the Middle Bronze Age. In: J. D. Schloen (ed.), Exploring the longue durée. Essays in Honor of 
Lawrence E. Stager, Winona Lake, 361-376.
2010a	 Tell es-Sultan/Jericho in the Early Bronze Age II (3000-2700 BC): the Rise of an Early 
Palestinian City. A Synthesis of the Results of Four Archaeological Expeditions (ROSAPAT 05), 
Rome.
2010b	 Tell es-Sultan/Jericho and the Origins of Urbanization in the Lower Jordan Valley: Results 
of Recent Archaeological Researches. In: P. Matthaie, F. Pinnock, L. Nigro and N. Marchetti 



408 Lorenzo Nigro

(eds.), Proceedings of the 6th International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. 
5 May – 10 May 2008, “Sapienza”, Università di Roma, Wiesbaden, 459-481.
2011	 Distributive Analysis and Occupational Study in the Jericho Oasis from the Neolithic up 
the Ottoman Period. In: L. Nigro, M. Sala and H. Taha (eds.), Archaeological Heritage in the 
Jericho Oasis. A Systematic Catalogue of Archaeological Sites for the Sake of their Protection and 
Cultural Valorization (ROSAPAT 07), Rome, 5-27, 39-54.
2014a	 Aside the Spring: Tell es-Sultan/Ancient Jericho: the Tale of an Early City and Water 
Control in Ancient Palestine. In: T. Tvedt and T. Oestigaard (eds.), A History of Water. Series III. 
Volume 1: Water and Urbanization, New York, 25-51.
2014b	 The Archaeology of Collapse and Resilience: Tell es-Sultan/ancient Jericho as a Case 
Study. In: L. Nigro (ed.), Overcoming Catastrophes. Essays on Disastrous Agents Characterization 
and Resilience Strategies in Pre-Classical Southern Levant (ROSAPAT 11), Rome, 55-85.
2014c	 The Copper Routes and the Egyptian Connection in 3rd millennium BC Jordan seen from 
the Caravan City of Khirbet al-Batrawy. Vicino Oriente XVIII, 39-64.
2014d	 An Absolute Iron Age Chronology of the Levant and the Mediterranean. In: L. Nigro 
(ed.), Overcoming Catastrophes. Essays on Disastrous Agents Characterization and Resilience 
Strategies in Pre-Classical Southern Levant (ROSAPAT 11), Rome, 261-269.
2016	 Tell es-Sultan 2015. A Pilot Project for Archaeology in Palestine. Near Eastern Archaeology 
79 (1), 4-17.
2017a	 Beheaded Ancestors. Of Skulls and Statues in Pre-Pottery Neolithic Jericho. Scienze 
dell’Antichità 23 (3), 3-30, 633.
2017b	 The End of the Early Bronze Age in the Southern Levant. Urban Crisis and Collapse 
seen from two 3rd Millennium BC-Cities: Tell es-Sultan/Jericho and Khirbet al-Batrawy. In: T. 
Cunningham and J. Driessen (eds.), Crisis to Collapse. The Archaeology of Social Breakdown 
(AEGIS 11), Louvain, 149-72.
2018	 Hotepibra at Jericho. Interconnections between Egypt and Syria-Palestine during the 13th 
Dynasty. In: A. Vacca, S. Pizzimenti and M. G. Micale (eds.), A Oriente del Delta Scritti sull’Eg-
itto ed il Vicino Oriente antico in onore di Gabriella Scandone Matthiae (Contributi e Materiali di 
Archeologia Orientale XVIII), Roma, 437-446.
2019a	 A Turtle Dove Rhyton from the “Hyksos Palace” at Tell es-Sultan, Ancient Jericho. In: 
M. D’Andrea, M. G. Micale, D. Nadali, S. Pizzimenti and A. Vacca (eds.), Pearls of the Past. 
Studies on Near Eastern Art and Archaeology in Honour of Frances Pinnock (Studies in Near and 
Middle Eastern Archaeology 8), Münster, 677-690.
2019b	 Jericho and the Dead Sea. Life and Resilience. In: M. Peilstöcker and S. Wolfram (eds.), 
Life at the Dead Sea. Proceedings of the International Conference held at the State Museum of 
archaeology Chemnitz (smac), February 21–24, 2018, Chemnitz (Ägypten und Altes Testament 
96), Münster, 139-156.
2020a	 The Italian-Palestinian Expedition to Tell es-Sultan, Ancient Jericho (1997-2015): 
Archaeology and Valorisation of Material and Immaterial Heritage. In: R. T. Sparks, B. Finlayson, 
B. Wagemakers and J. M. Briffa (eds.), Digging Up Jericho. Past, Present and Future, Oxford, 
175-214.
2020b	 Tell es-Sultan/Jericho in the Early Bronze Age III: Apogee of an Unusual “Palatial 
Society” in Palestine. In: S. Richard (ed.), New Horizon on the Study of the Early Bronze III and 
Early Bronze IV of the Levant, University Park, PA 2020, 195-212.

Nigro, L., Calcagnile, L., Yasin, J., Gallo, E., and Quarta, G. 
2019	 Jericho and the Chronology of Palestine in the Early Bronze Age: A Radiometric Re-
assessment. Radiocarbon 61 (1), 211-241.



409Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban Diversity

Nigro, L., Montanari, D., Mura, F., Yasine, J., and Rinaldi, T.
2018	 A Hoard of Nilotic Nacreous Shells from Egypt to Jericho (Early Bronze II, 3000-2800 
BCE): Their finding, Content and Historical Archaeological Implications. Palestine Exploration 
Quarterly 150 (2), 110-125.

Nigro, L., Sala, M., Taha, H., and Yassine, J.
2011	 The Early Bronze Age Palace and Fortifications at Tell es-Sultan/Jericho. The 6th – 7th 
Seasons (2010-2011) by Rome “La Sapienza” University and the Palestinian MOTA – DACH. 
Scienze dell’Antichità 17, 185-211.

Nigro, L. and Taha, H.
2009	 Renewed Excavations and Restorations at Tell es-Sultan/Ancient Jericho. Fifth Season – 
March-April 2009. Scienze dell’Antichità 15, 733-744.

Rollefson, G. O.
1983	 Ritual and Cerimony at Neolithic Ain Ghazal (Jordan). Paléorient 9 (2), 29-38.
2004	 The character of LPPNB Social Organization. In: H. D. Bienen, H. G. K. Gebel and 
R. Neef (eds.), Central Settlements in Neolithic Jordan (Studies in Early Near Eastern Production, 
Subsistence, and Environment 5), Ahrensfelde, 145-155.

Sala, M.
2012	 Egyptian and Egyptianizing Objects from EB I-III Tell es-Sultan/Ancient Jericho. Vicino 
Oriente XVI, 275-302.

Sellin, E.
1928	 Die Maseben des El-Berit in Sichem. Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palästina-Vereins L, 
119-123.

Sellin, E. and Watzinger, C.
1913	 Jericho. Die Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen (Wissenschaftliche Veröffentlichung der 
Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft 22), Leipzig.

Stager, L. E.
1999	 The Fortress-Temple at Shechem and the “House of El, Lord of the Covenant”. In: P. H. 
Williams Jr. and T. Herbert (eds.), Realia Dei: Essays in Archaeology and Biblical Interpretation 
in Honor of Edward F. Campbell Jr. at His Retirement, Atlanta, 228-249.

Twiss, K. C.
2007	 The Neolithic of the Southern Levant. Evolutionary Anthropology 16, 24-35.



410 Lorenzo Nigro

Fig. 1: Pre-Pottery 
Neolithic A (8500-7500 
BC) Round Tower at 
Tell es-Sultan, view 
from the east

Fig. 2: Plastered and 
decorated skulls from 
Jericho, PPNB
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Fig. 4: The five 
Chambardia rubens shells 
with eyes makeup remains 
found in a Sultan IIA layer 
(EB IIA c. 2850 BC)

Fig. 3: View of the SW corner of the EB 
II (3000-2700 BC) city-wall excavated 
in Area R (upper left), including the 
spring within the city
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Fig. 5: View of the EB IIIA (2700-2500 BC) defenses excavated in Areas B and B South, from north

Fig. 6: View from the west of the EB III (2700-2300 BC) Palace G on the eastern flank of the Spring 
Hill at Tell es-Sultan/Jericho
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Fig. 8: Reconstructed plan of the MB II-III “Hyksos Palace” on the eastern flank of the Spring Hill, 
and the nearby Temple P

Fig. 7: View of the MB I-III 
(2000-1500 BC) defenses on the 
southern flank (Areas A and E) 
of Tell es-Sultan/Jericho, from 
south-east
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Fig. 10: Iron Age II domestic unit and installations brought to light in Area A, from 
south-west

Fig. 9: LB I-II (1500-1300 BC) mud-
brick wall on top of Cyclopean Wall 4 
(after Garstang 1931: pl. II), view from 
the north-west





Proceedings of the 12th International Congress  
on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East

Volume 2



Proceedings 
of the 12th International Congress  

on the Archaeology 
of the Ancient Near East

06-09 April 2021,  
Bologna

Edited by 
Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Enrico Cirelli, 
Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, Mattia Guidetti, 

Eleonora Mariani

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Proceedings of the 12th International 
Congress on the Archaeology  

of the Ancient Near East
Volume 2

Field Reports
Islamic Archaeology

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Cover illustration: © David Hawkins and Giulia Roberto
Typesetting: Federica Proni

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (BY-SA)  
which means that the text may be used for commercial use, distribution and duplication  
in all media. 
For details go to: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Creative Commons license terms for re-use do not apply to any content (such as graphs,  
figures, photos, excerpts, etc.) not original to the Open Access publication and further  
permission may be required from the rights holder. The obligation to research and clear  
permission lies solely with the party re-using the material.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;  
detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet at https://www.dnb.de/.

For further information about our publishing program consult our website  
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/
© by the authors, when not credited otherwise.  
Published by Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2023
Printed on permanent/durable paper.
Printing and binding: Hubert & Co., Göttingen
Printed in Germany

ISBN 978-3-447-11903-0
Ebook ISBN 978-3-447-39354-6
DOI 10.13173/9783447119030

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Contents of Vol. 2

Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, 
Eleonora Mariani 

Foreword to the Section “Field Reports”

Field Reports
Adelheid Otto

A New Archaeological Response to an Old Question: When and how Did 
Ur Recover in the Old Babylonian Period?

Alexander Ahrens
Preliminary Report on the Results of the Excavations at Tall Bleibil in 2018 
and 2019

Firas Al-Haj Ali
The Church Mosaic Pavement of Tell Bajer (Syria)

Michel Al-Maqdissi, Georges Mouamar
The Akkar Plain during the Bronze Age: Preliminary Notes

Anna Anguissola, Silvana Costa, Antonio Monticolo
Growth, Ownership, and Circulation: New Research in the Northern 
Necropolis of Hierapolis, Phrygia (Turkey)

Simone Arnhold, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili Zurab Tskvitinidze
New Data on the East Georgian Late Iron Age

Edward B. Banning, Kevin Gibbs
A Yarmoukian Site in Wadi Quseiba, Northern Jordan

Shay Bar
Tel Esur: Ten Seasons of Excavations and a Long-Lasting Community 
Archaeology Project

Felix Blocher, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili
Excavations at Nazarlebi (East Georgia) 2017–2019: A Late Bronze/Early 
Iron Age Sanctuary

1

5

19

33

45

55

67

81

89

103



VI

Alessandra Caselli
Jebel al-Mutawwaq and the Middle Wadi az-Zarqa Region during the 
4th Millennium BC: Results of a Comprehensive Research Based on the 
Reanalysis of the Hanbury-Tenison’s Survey

Antonietta Catanzariti, Terri Tanaka, Amy Richardson
Results from the 2018 and 2019 Excavation Seasons at Ban Qala, Iraqi 
Kurdistan

Hanan Charaf
The Akkar Plain Survey, Lebanon (1997, 1999): The Late Bronze Age

Franco D’Agostino, Philippe Quenet, Anne-Caroline Rendu Loisel
Tell Abu Shahrayn – Eridu: Les nouvelles recherches de l’équipe AMEr 
(2018-2021)

Roberto Dan, Annarita S. Bonfanti, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Artur Petrosyan

From Urartu to the Orontids: Seven Years (2013-2019) of Armenian – Italian 
Excavations at the Site of Solak-1/Varsak (KSP016), Hrazdan River Valley, 
Armenia

Rita Dolce
A Look Upstream from Qasr Shemamok. Soundings at the Site of Kandara 
Qal (Iraqi Kurdistan)

Itai Elad, Yitzhak Paz
‘En Esur: An EB IB Urban Center in the Coastal Plain of Israel and its Role 
in the Early Urbanization of the Southern Levant

Peter M. Fischer
Hala Sultan Tekke, Cyprus: A Trade Centre’s Intercultural Contacts in the 
Bronze Age

Elisabetta Gallo, Romel Gharib, Licia De Vito, Gaia Cecconi, Michele De Marco, 
Lorenzo Nigro

Khirbet Al-Batrawy in North-Central Jordan: New Discoveries in the Early 
Bronze Age Palace, 2018-2020

Boris Gasparyan, Roberto Dan, Levon Aghikyan, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Ani Adigyozalyan, Chiara Zecchi, Annarita Bonfanti, Artur Petrosyan

Preliminary Results of the Excavation of an Urartian Burial in 
Aghavnadzor, Vayots Dzor, Armenia

Francesca Giusto
The Sanctuary of Kal-e Chendar (Shami) and its Setting

115

129

143

161

177

191

203

217

229

243

257



VII

Giuseppe Guarino, Daniele Alaimo
Magnetometry in the Outer Town of Karkemish: New Discoveries

Hidemasa Hashimoto, Hisao Kuwabara, Takuzo Onozuka, Shuichi Hasegawa
Excavating at the Lower Shelf of Tel Rekhesh

Kristen Hopper, Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Kurgans, Churches and Karvasla: Preliminary Results from the First Two 
Seasons of the Lagodekhi Archaeological Survey, Georgia

Krzysztof Jakubiak
From Catastrophe to Catastrophe. Changes, Destructions, and Other 
Factors. Research on the Small Iron Age Town of Metsamor (Aras Valley 
Armenia)

Vakhtang Licheli, Roberto Dan, Tamar Chogovadze, Priscilla Vitolo, 
Tornike Chilingarashvili, Andrea Cesaretti

The Samtskhe-Javakheti Project: Preliminary Results of the 2019 Georgian-
Italian Archaeological Expedition in Southern Georgia

Carlo Lippolis
Some Considerations on the Archaeological Area of Tulūl Al-Baqarat 
(Wasit, Iraq)

Romolo Loreto
Dūmat al-Jandal, Ancient Adummatu. An Appraisal of 12 Years 
of Archaeological Activities in a North Arabian Oasis: from the Prehistory 
to the Assyrian Period

Eleonora Mariani, Giulia Roberto
Digging in the Excavation Records: The Case of Woolley’s 1913 Yunus 
Notebook

Maria Grazia Masetti-Rouault
Qasr Shemamok: Late Bronze Levels, and Before. A Report about the 2018 
and 2019 Campaigns

Davide Nadali, Andrea Polcaro
Tell Zurghul, Ancient Nigin, Iraq: Preliminary Report of the New Results 
from Recent Excavations

Lorenzo Nigro
Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban 
Diversity

271

281

293

305

319

333

349

363

373

387

399



VIII

Takahiro Odaka, Osamu Maeda, Kazuya Shimogama, Yuichi S. Hayakawa, 
Yoshihiro Nishiaki, Nawshirwan A. Mohammed, Kamal Rasheed

Late Prehistoric Investigations at Shakar Tepe, the Shahrizor Plain, Iraqi 
Kurdistan: Preliminary Results of the First Season (2019)

Aynur Özfırat
The Region of Mount Ağrı during the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age 
(Kura-Araxes)

Nino Pataridze, Davit Darejanashvili
Paravani Archaeological Project, Expedition Results (2018-2020)

Metoda Peršin
The Lebanon Mountain Range in the Middle Bronze Age: The Case of 
Qornet ed-Deir, Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve

Artur Petrosyan, Andrea Cesaretti, Priscilla Vitolo, Boris Gasparyan, 
Onofrio Gasparro, Roberto Dan

Kaghsi-2, Meghradzor-1 and Berdi Glukh: Three Recently Discovered 
Kura-Araxes Sites in the Kotayk Region, Armenia

Luca Peyronel
The Italian Archaeological Expedition in the Erbil Plain (Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq). A Summary of Four Seasons of Excavations at Helawa (2016-2019)

Andrea Polcaro, Juan Ramon Muniz
The 2018 and 2019 Spanish-Italian Archaeological Campaigns at Jebel al-
Mutawwaq: the Early Bronze I Site and the Megalithic Necropolis

Babak Rafiei-Alavi, Ali Shojaee-Esfahani, Yaser Jebreili
The Center of the Iranian Plateau during the Early Bronze Age: New 
Archaeological Excavations in the Eastern Zone of the Zāyandehrud River 
Basin, Varzaneh

Suzanne Richard, Jesse C. Long, Marta D’Andrea
Shedding Light on the Urban/Rural Nexus about 2500 BCE: The 2019 
Excavations at Khirbat Iskandar, Jordan

Giulia Roberto
The Evidence for Iron Age II Funerary Rituals in the Necropolis of Yunus 
in Light of the Turco-Italian Excavations

Licia Romano, Franco D’Agostino
Abu Tbeirah: Preliminary Report on the 2018-2019 Excavations

415

429

449

461

475

487

499

511

523

537

549



IX

Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Two Seasons of Excavations at the Chalcolithic Site of Tsiteli Gorebi 5 
(Lagodekhi Municipality, Georgia)

Mahnaz Sharifi
New Evidence of Early, Middle and Late Chalcolithic Periods at Chelamiran 
Gheshlagh in the 5th Millennium BC

Hakob Ye. Simonyan, Gregory E. Areshian
Empire Beyond its Palaces: New Discoveries at the Urartian Necropolis of 
Karmir-Blur (Armenia)

Aline Tenu
Kunara: An Early Bronze Age City in the Zagros Foothills. The 2018 and 
2019 Seasons of Excavations

Stefano Valentini, Bakhtiyar Jalilov, Nicola Laneri, Guido Guarducci, 
Lorenzo Crescioli

A Preliminary Report on a Mid-Late Fourth Millennium BC Kurgan in 
Western Azerbaijan

Regis Vallet
Larsa and Tell El ‘Uwaili (Iraq), Preliminary Results (2019-2021)

Margherita Andrea Valsecchi Gillmeister
Landscape Survey in Cross-check. Comparing the Late Bronze Age Survey 
Assemblage, Excavation Data and Geophysical Prospections at Oymaağaç 
Höyük/Nerik (Turkey)

Mattia Guidetti
Foreword to the Section “Islamic Archaeology”

Islamic Archaeology
Daniel Varga, Federico Kobrin

A Settlement from Late Antiquity and the Beginning of the Middle Ages at 
Sderot

Ignacio Arce
Two New Umayyad Mosques at Abila of the Decapolis and at Shuqayra al-
Gharbiyye, Jordan

559

573

587

603

619

629

647

661

665

679



X

Martin Gussone
Umayyad New Urban Palatial Satellite Settlements. The Caliphal Residence 
of Resafa – Rusafat Hisham in the Context of Early Islamic Transcultural 
Urbanism

Itamar Taxel, Joel Roskin
An Early Islamic Groundwater-Harvesting Plot-and-Berm Sand 
Agroecosystem to the South of Caesarea: Preliminary Results of Its 2020 
Survey and Excavation

Alastair Northedge
Akyrtas, Early Islamic Architecture in Central Asia, and its Near Eastern 
Models

Andrea Luigi Corsi
A Morphological and Technical Analysis of the Architectural Stuccoes 
from the Early Abbasid Friday Mosque of Isfahan (767 CE)

Ana Marija Grbanovic
Between Tradition and Innovation: the Art of Ilkhanid Stucco Revetments 
in Iran

Marco Rossi
La phase islamique de Tell Deinit (Idlib), Syrie

Valentina Gallerani, Valentina Vezzoli
Islamic Europos: Preliminary Results of the Turco-Italian Archaeological 
Excavations

Vadim V. Gorbunov, Alexey A. Tishkin, Nikolay N. Seregin
An Early Medieval Sword from Altai: Comprehensive Analysis and 
Analogies

Iman Aghajani, Maryam Moeini, Moslem Mishmastnehi
Imāmzāda ‘Abdallāh at Kūdzar, Iran: New Insights Regarding 
its Architectural Revetments

Lorenz Korn
The Earliest Monumental Dome Chambers in Iranian Mosques. 
Archaeological Evidence for the History of Architecture

Christian Fuchs, Bahram Ajorloo
The Rab‘-e Rashīdī Site in Tabriz (Iran) and its Architectural Remains

699

717

735

749

763

779

793

805

819

837

851



XI

Thomas Lorain, Bahram Ajorloo, Lorenz Korn
Preliminary Results of the Iranian-German Archaeological Campaign at the 
Rab‘-i Rashīdī Complex in Tabriz

Soraya Afshari, Leila Afshari, Mohammad Rahmatpour
Emergency Excavations in the Area Around the Kabood and Modavar 
Towers in Maragheh, North-West Iran

Amin Moradi, Marco G. Brambilla
The Mega-Structure of Ali-Shah at Tabriz: Mosque or Mausoleum?

Karel Nováček, Miroslav Melčák
Meaning in Flux: A Reconsideration of the Shrines of Badr al-Din Lu’lu’ in 
Mosul

Valentina Bruccoleri, Jacopo Bruno
Timurid Imitations of Chinese Porcelain in Turkmenistan

Luca Colliva, Serenella Mancini
The Erbil Citadel Ceramic Corpus: A preliminary Analysis of the Main 
Productions and Their Relationships with Archaeological Stratigraphy

Stephanie Döpper
Mud-Brick Villages and Open-Air Mosques: The Late Islamic Landscape of 
the Al-Mudhaybi Region in Central Oman

867

879

887

905

917

931

945




