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From Rubble to Ruins

Keywords: Ruin, Rubble, Trace, Cavalleggeri Christs, Overseas Exhibition

Abstract 

he rione Ca alle e i d Aosta in Naples eatu es the emains o  a a le a , desi ned  a hite t Giulio de 
Lu a and inau u ated in , that onne ted the Posillipo hill to the guo i otta dist i t. Afte  its de om-
missionin  in , the t o stations and the th ee a le pilla s an still e seen amon  the uildin s. hese 
pilla s, e ause o  thei  shape, a e alled  the Neapolitans C isti  su h as Ch ists , han in  thei  

u an status : the  a e s ulptu es , u les o  a disused in ast u tu e hose linea  elationship is no  
impe epti le e amin  isolated elements hose s stemi  si nii an e is no  lost.
Onl  a i d s-e e ie  an e eal to us a hidden t a e amon  the nei h ou hood s uilt-up a ea, allo in  us 
to unde stand the elationship that holds to ethe  these dif e ent isolated elements.
his stud - ase o  he Ca ale e i Ch ists  makes it possi le to hi hli ht the a ilit  o  the p oje t desi n to 

in  o de  to the u le  o  ontempo a  a andoned a hite tu e  e- elatin  the emainin  elements, 
tu nin  them into uins  ith an histo i al alue and e o nition. he t a e that the it  an ha dl  e eals 
is the et to in ith desi n a tions, e-p oposin  ne  u an meanin s th ou h hi h useless elements, 
on e st u tu in  the o m o  the it , an eme e.

The ‘Cavalleggeri Christs’ of from 
Isolated Elements to Urban System

Michele Astone PhD in Architecture. Theories and Project at the DiAP of the Sapienza University of Rome and research fellow in 
Architectural Design at the DiCEA of the Federico II University of Naples.
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ve set ou  states o  ons iousness side  side in su h a a  as to pe ei e them simultaneousl , no 
lon e  in one anothe , ut alon side one anothe ; in a o d, e p oje t time into spa e, e e p ess 
du ation in te ms o  e tensit , and su ession thus takes the o m o  a ontinuous line o  a hain, the 
pa ts o  hi h tou h ithout penet atin  one anothe  ce son, .

Introduction

he h ee ‘h ists o  ‘a alle e i stand like s ulptu es in the este n su u s o  Naples. hese 
um lin  e  p lons, ed ed et een the uildin s o  the ‘a alle e i Aosta dist i t, a e 

nothin  mo e than the emains o  the a le a  that onne ted the guo i otta and Posillipo 
dist i ts, desi ned as pa t o  the la e  onte t o  the Most a d Olt ema e Siola, . O  the 
da in  in ast u tu e desi ned  Giulio de Lu a and inau u ated in , onl  these th ee p -

lons emain toda , hi h the Neapolitans all ‘ isti , oth o  thei  i oni  shape due to the 
open a ms  that e all rio de Janei o s ‘h ist the redeeme , and ith a iti al intent to em-

phasise the p esen e o  dilapidated in ast u tu es o  hose use onl  o  e  e  ha e mem-
o  and a a eness. he th ee ‘h ists, ith the alle  station on Viale Kenned  at one o  the 
ent an es to the e hi ition and the mountain station alon  Via Manzoni, onstituted a linea  
s stem that p oje ted onto the ound a oute at altitude that the t o a ins set up o  t a el-
le s epeated e e  si  minutes.

he guo i otta-Posillipo a le a  o  the it  o  Naples
he o o aphi  on o mation o  Naples onnotes it as a it  that ises om the sea to a ds the 
hills, he e the uilt-up a ea is positioned a o din  to inte als di tated  a iations in altitude. 
Man  a e the as ent s stems that ha a te ise the histo i  it , he e stai s and amps onstitute 
a p i ile ed and unusual point om hi h to o se e Naples om a o e Ami ante and DA osti-
no, . Alon side these undamental in ast u tu in  elements that histo  still i es us toda , 
outlinin  an u an o m hose p o ound unde standin  an onl  e a hie ed th ou h the stud  
o  its se tion, the e is also a s stem o  t anspo t that Naples is e uipped ith that uns e ti all  
th ou h the it , sta tin  in  ith the Montesanto uni ula . To ethe  ith lifts, uni ula  ail-

a s, amps and stai ases, the guo i otta-Posillipo a le a  is pa t o  the oade  plan to eate 
onne tin  elements t ans e sal to the it s met opolitan t anspo t s stem and o tho onal to the 
ontou  lines that ideall  outline the te ito . In pa ti ula , to sempli  the onne tion et een 

guo i otta and Posillipo is one o  the eneits that all ithin a ision o  the in ast u tu e as the 
lue  et een the then Pa o della Vitto ia no  Pa o Vi iliano , up on the Posillipo hills, and the 

Most a T iennale delle Te a Italiane d Olt ema e, do n to the sea. he pa k, inau u ated in , 
outlines a po tion o  the Posillipo hill and dominates the Gul  o  Naples ith its te a es of e in  
a pano ama amin  lands apes om ‘ape Miseno to Punta ‘ampanella. go  a sho t time it as 
thou ht to o anise the e hi ition ent e the e, he e man  o  the sites e e al ead  in the muni -
ipalit s possession, ut then the hoi e ell on guo i otta, ne t to the ne  ‘ampi gle ei station 
on the rome-Naples ail a . he Pa o della Vitto ia,  means o  the a le a , thus e ame an 
appendi  to the E hi ition, hose adius o  influen e as thus e tended to the hill  pa t o  the it  
thanks to a a ilities s stem - eminis ent o  the one eated in Vienna o  the Uni e sal E hi ition 
in the  ith the Kahlen e  a ilit . vhat has just een des i ed is pa t o  a p o ess that had 
an impulse in and om the Ventennio gas ista the t ent  ea s o  gas ism  ut is also the out ome 
o  a oade  p o ess sta ted sin e the Unii ation o  Ital : ent ustin  Naples  tu nin  it into the 
p i ile ed Italian host  o  national and inte national e hi itions and sho s hi h, in ne  o ms 

and dif e ent isions, pa tl  still pe sists till toda  Man one, .
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Thus, the a le a  as a and ne  idea: it t a ed a desi e to imp o e the e i ien  o  
lo al pu li  t anspo t and a satis ied the tou ist o ation o  the este n a ea, hi h ould 

ained oth a di e t link et een the ne  Most a d Olt ema e and Pa o della rimem an-
za and an e o ati e ie point o e  the pano ama o  the Phle aean gields, ha a te ised  
a st on  lands ape ualit .
vithin the ontempo a  a hite tu al histo io aph , the a le a  stations and its p lons 
- united to the S immin  Pool, the G eenhouses, the A ua ium  ‘a lo ‘o hia and the 
A ena gle ea  De Lu a - a e a e an impo tant le a  o  the tea hin s om the Mode n 
Mo ement to the Neapolitan S hool  a ied out  those ho e e then ne  aduates o  
the S hool o  A hite tu e G a a nuolo, .

No ada s distopia: om P lon to Ch ist
In te ms o  onst u tion and o m, the dif e en e in hei ht that the a le a  allo ed as  
m, hile the distan e sepa atin  the t o stations as  met es. ‘ompa ed to the alle  sta-
tion, the i st p lon is e  lose a out  m , a len th that an also e elated to the distan e 

et een the i st and se ond p lons. he se ond and thi d p lons a e a out  met es apa t, 
hile the thi d om the top station is  m a old measu ement onside in  the te hnolo  

o  the time . he t o a ins, apa t om the ondu to  in li e  ho also took on the ole o  
d i e , ould a ommodate up to  people ‘apasso, .
he de elopment o  the ‘a alle e i Aosta dist i t led to the onst u tion o  a se ies o  uild-
in s adja ent to the a le a , hi h entailed o ious sa et  p o lems that led to its de ommis-
sionin  as ea l  as , hile ten ea s late  the a les suppo tin  the a ins e e emo ed, 
one o  hi h is p ese ed in a dilapidated ondition inside the mountain station. In addition 
to the p esen e o  the uilt-up a ea, the u ent maintenan e onditions o  stations and, espe-

iall , p lons make the euse o  this in ast u tu e an un ealisti  utopia.
Not onl  that, et een the omplete a ti ation o  the a le a  and its total demolition the e a e 
no politi al hoi es and in estments aimed at a e ene ation o  this a hite tu e that ould on-
i u e an inte mediate solution et een the t o e t emes. his makes these elements nothin  
mo e than u an u le, itnesses to a past kno n to e  and, toda , just suppo t o  poste s.
In spite o  this, the a hite tu al ualit  o  the in ast u tu e, its te hni al oldness and its 
int insi  histo i al alue, ma  p o e to e an oppo tunit  to make a on eptual shift that takes 
the emains o  the a le a  om the idea o  u le to that o  uin. ruin is unde stood as an 
element o  u ent u anit  that e e s to a non- ontempo a  and undated time, somethin  
sele ted om the haos ene ated  the ent op  o  u le  to a ui e a ne  o de . It is the 
a ilit  to p odu e an ima e that does not elon  to the a tual ealit  ut has the aptitude to 
stimulate memo  in e e one. his has less to do ith the t uth o  thin s and mo e to do ith 

in in  o th a ments om the past that inte o ate  thei  p esen e Au é, .
he on eptual t ansition om u le to uin th ou h the inst ument o  the p oje t is onl  ea-
si le th ou h an unde standin  o  the ante edent a iation om P lon to ‘h ist: the p lon is a 
st u tu al element hose u an si nii an e is onl  e ealed in elation to the elements o  a la e  
appa atus - p lons, stations, the mo ement o  a les and a ins. he emo al o  the linea  ele-
ments and the app oa hin  onst u tions dep i e the p lons o  thei  s stemi  alue that makes 
them in ast u tu e , automati all  a ui in  the i oni  alue o  ‘h ist . he i on  o  the Nea-
politan photo aphs ith thei  sense o  the opposite, oni u es a so t o  pseudo-‘h ist o  rio 
de Janei o : it identiies the sin le eme en  as simila  in o m to the azilian monument ut 
dep i ed, p e isel , o  the ha a te  o  the memo  that the monument et molo i all  ontains.
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02. The central Christ aligned with the one closest to the mountain station. Michele Astone.
03. The central Christ decorated on the occasion of the Napoli Scudetto. Michele Astone.
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he etu n to a ision o  the C isti as a s stem ma  p o e to e a pe spe ti e on hi h to ase 
a e aluation and an element o  e ene ation o  that pa t o  the it  o  Naples. he han es 
that the it  has unde one sin e  ha e not led to the e asu e o  the t a e on the ound o  
the a le a  oute, hi h is mo e pe epti le om an ae ial ie  om the hill o  Posillipo, o  
e ample  than  alkin  alon  the st eets o  ‘a alle e i nei h ou hood. In addition to the 
p lons, the e o e, this t a e is oni u ed as pe manen e despite the p esen e o  mo e o  less 
unautho ised uildin s that o up  it: a st ip dotted  the station on Viale Kenned  and the 
th ee C isti that aduall  dissol es as it app oa hes the hill o  Posillipo and the disused spo ts 
pa k that d a s its alle  ed e.
A desi n p oje t ould in  out these t a es and e eal the ualit  o  the C isti to e ome a 
p opellin  element rossi, . his a tion does not on e n the desi e to in  to li ht p es-
en e om the past as in an a haeolo i al e a ation, ut athe  the oppo tunit  to ene ate 
the ima e o  a p esen e that dislo ates itsel   indin  ne  meanin s in te ms o  use, u an, 
lands ape and h  not?  histo  De ida, . he u an p oje t thus e omes the means 
th ou h hi h to eate na ati e de i es in hi h t a es e ome elements on hi h to ene -
ate dif e ent le els o  meanin . he su oundin  onte t e omes the palimpsest on hi h to 

onst u t ne  na ati es and e- onst u t memo , and the p oje t e omes the a t th ou h 
hi h to ope ate a e ision that p odu es a e isitin  o  o ks and t a es om the past that 

ena les the p odu tion o  uni ue o ks ‘apuano, .

he Pa k o  Ch ists. An idea o  si nii ation
g om the ea liest d a in s, the a le a  an pa allel to Via ‘a alle e i dAosta, hi h is the 
a te ial oad alon  hi h the enti e dist i t o  the same name uns and hi h onne ts pa t o  
the guo i otta dist i t to Posillipo hill. In a t, an ae ial ie  sho s this t a k as a st ip pa allel 
to this a te . vith an a e a e thi kness o  a out  met es and inte upted  the t ans e sal 
oad a is o  Via Dio leziano and Line  o  the Naples Met o, this st ip ontinues until almost 

the end o  Via ‘a alle e i.
Endo ed ith sin ula it  and simpli it  o  o m, the a ilit  to ont ast ith the a k ound 
th ou h thei  i u e, to e p e-eminent in elation to thei  onte t, ‘h ists possess e tain 

ha a te isti s that make them potentiall  landma ks. he dissolution o  thei  elationships, a 
disto ted elationship ith the oid, the difi ult  o  linin  them up th ou h the depth o  thei  

aze eakens them o  this ole L n h, .
he desi n o  a linea  pa k ould e onstitute a dou le a is no lon e  at t o dif e ent ele a-
tions ut on the same plane, flankin  the ehi ula  ame o k o  ‘a alle e i ith a se ond 
pedest ian spine oni u ed as a pla e to e; a pu li  spa e the e o e that ould unite at least 
the ent al ‘h ist and the one lose  to the station upst eam; a een spine in the hea t o  the 
dist i t as a olle ti e pla e in an a ea la kin  one; a se ment that ould i e ent alit  to its 

e ti es, hi h in addition to the ‘h ists a e e tainl  the ‘a alle e i unde ound station to 
the no th and the deiladed and isolated pa ish o  the Sa ed Hea ts o  Jesus and Ma , hi h 

ould a ui e a eal ne  u an ole thanks to a ene ed p o imit ; a link et een the Most a 
d Olt ema e and the Vi iliano Pa k as the lue et een the ne  and as et una ti ated  spo ts 
pa k on the slopes o  the Posillipo hill and the it ; a eal spa e o  pause ut at the same time 
a hin e et een dif e ent paths; a u o  that ph si all  and isuall  onne ts the C isti that 

om isolated elements etu n to thei  si nii an e as a sta e hose e ip o al elationship 
takes them om the a hite tu al s ale to the u an and lands ape s ale; no lon e  the u le 
o  an almost unkno n past ut a s stem o  uins hose eha iou  is almost ompa a le to the 
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04. Planimetry of the realised project, 1940. Graphic rendering by Michele Astone.
05. The Cristi park. From isolated elements to an urban system. Graphic rendering by Michele Astone.
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A book oN Architecture, Art, Philosophy and Urban 

studies to nourish the Urban Body.

The second volume of Urban Corporis, titled “To the Bones”, 
compiles relections from architects, artists, and scholars 
who have extensively delved into the fundamental themes 
of contemporary architecture. By navigating a constant in-
terplay between past and future, memory and innovation, 
and the realms of the natural, artiicial, and virtual, these 
contributions put forth strategies for architectural, artis-
tic, urban, and landscape projects that resonate with the 
fundamental principles shaping our built and perceived 
environment. They advocate for design approaches that 
synchronise with the foundational elements, referred to as 
“the bones”, that structure the landscape while promoting 
forward-thinking considerations.
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