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�e 12th ICAANE, Bologna: Foreword and Acknowledgments

Nicolò Marchetti

The defining event of the 12th ICAANE is, of course, that it has actually taken place, if not in a 

way that it could actually be foreseen. When the pandemic brought to strict lockdowns all over 

the world in March 2020, we were less than a month away from the Congress and this forced us to 

steer course through uncharted waters. That the 1033 initially registered participants were still 883 

(of whom 64% regular and 36% students, plus c. 100 Middle Eastern officials) a year later within 

a totally different, remote formula is something to be credited to the trust as well as the sense 

of community of our colleagues and their determination to serve science and keep close mutual 

contacts alive despite all odds. 548 papers (including 192 of them distributed in 23 workshops) 

and 71 posters were presented in up to 15 parallel sessions: 142 papers about the main themes are 

published in these two volumes.

The Congress attempted at representing a multidisciplinary environment where to pursue in-

terconnections (geographical and chronological as well) and inclusivity at all levels: just looking 

at the first authors, we have an almost perfect balance of women and men from 43 countries 

(Europe 68%, Asia 22%, North America 8% and Oceania 2%). Eight themes were selected in an 

attempt at representing the current breadth and urgency of global challenges and research perspec-

tives: 1. Field Reports. Recent excavations, surveys and research; 2. Environmental Archaeology. 

Changing climate and exploitation strategies: impact on ecology, anthropized landscapes and ma-

terial culture; 3. Hammering the material world. Characterization of material culture, processes 

and technologies; 4. Cognitive archaeology. Reading symbolic and visual communication net-

works and structures; 5. Modeling the past. Contemporary theoretical approaches to the archaeol-

ogy of economies and societies; 6. Networked archaeology. Global challenges and collaborative 

research in the new millennium; 7. Endangered cultural heritage. Coordinated multilateral re-

search, conservation and development strategies; 8. Islamic archaeology. Continuities and discon-

tinuities between a deep past and modernity.

The trust that the ICAANE International Committee showed in 2018 towards the 12th ICAANE 

Organizing Committee of the Alma Mater Studiorum 3 University of Bologna about managing 

such a complex event must be acknowledged at the very onset. That the University of Bologna in 

the first place accepted to host an ICAANE was remarkable: the then Rector Francesco Ubertini 

is to be credited with unlimited enthusiasm for the idea and the Head of the Department of Legal 

Studies Michele Caianiello followed suit in ceding for a week to the Congress his most precious 

commodity, the perfectly functional Belmeloro lecturing complex, without which it would not 

have been possible to think to such an endeavour. The then Head of our Department of History 

and Cultures, Paolo Capuzzo, and our Department Administration were outstanding in showing 

at every corner flexibility and commitment as well as allocating resources for the Congress. We 

greatly benefitted from the experience and creativity in handling large scientific events of the FAM-

Fondazione Alma Mater (and Alessandro Vriz, in particular, has been invaluable all throughout).

The ISMEO 3 Associazione Internazionale di Studi sul Mediterraneo e l9Oriente and its 

President Adriano Rossi allotted a grant for the Congress9 organization and helped us assist and 

manage colleagues in Iran. The publishers Harrassowitz, Brill and Ante Quem supported the prize 

for the best poster by gifting books to the winners (C. Sadozai and S. Moriset <Post-excavation 



treatments of earthen archaeological sites=). Iperceramica and its CEO Corrado Neri assigned a 

prize in cash for the best paper on ancient tiles (M.-S. Zeßin <Marks on Glazed Bricks of the Neo-

Assyrian Period from Ashur=), while the cash prize offered by Carpigiani remained unassigned. 

To all of them we are truly grateful for their generous support.

The Directors General of antiquities from Turkey, Iran, Iraq as well as KRG, Syria, Cyprus, 

Lebanon, Palestinian National Authority, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Oman and Egypt accepted to pres-

ent the policies and needs of their respective Countries about cultural heritage in a plenary session: 

this was a great honor and we are deeply grateful to them for their enduring trust and friendship. 

In the Opening Session, then students Giulia Piraccini, Margherita Robecchi, Roberto Santoro, 

Alice Zamarchi (coordinated by Ahmad Addous) performed a poetry reading in Arabic, Turkish, 

Farsi and English of the <Hymn of the Rain (Unshkdat al-Matar),= by Badr Sh�kir Al-Sayy�b. The 
musician Réda Zine played a memorable performance: <Reviewing the MENA musical heritage. 

Gwana music from Guembri to electric guitar.= We are most grateful to all of them as well as to 

the colleagues who accepted to e-chair sessions, to the four keynote speakers selected only on the 

basis of the quality of their submitted papers (here published as the opening essays of themes 2, 

3 and 1), to all the participants who have been almost invariably sympathetic towards our short-

comings and many requests to them and to the legions of anonymous referees for their hard work 

which enormously improved the contents of these Proceedings.

Bologna Welcome and ER.GO with its Director Patrizia Mondin were ready to host colleagues 

and students to the best of their considerable ability: that in the end they did not have a chance to ful-

fill that, does not subtract from their keen availability. The online infrastructure, Ibrida.io of Search 

On Media Group, offered us an immersive and seamless experience of a remote conference fully 

functional under every aspect: not only the professionalism of Vito Esposito and his vast team was 

appreciated by all participants, but their subsequent acceptance of our request to grant free access to 

(and thus to keep online) the recordings of all sessions for almost a year after the end of the Congress 

added an immense value to its dissemination and tore down economic barriers in accessing state-of-

the-art scientific knowledge for the global academic community.

The 12th ICAANE Scientific Advisory Board (Pascal Butterlin, Peter Fischer, Tim Harrison, 

Wendy Matthews, Adelheid Otto, Glenn Schwartz, Ingolf Thuesen) proved extremely helpful in 

steering the Congress out of controversies and helped taking strategic decisions at all steps. The 

energy and dedication of the 12th ICAANE Unibo Executive Team (Michael Campeggi, Vittoria 

Cardini, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D9Orazio, Valentina Gallerani, Gabriele Giacosa, Elena 

Maini, Eleonora Mariani, Chiara Mattioli, Jacopo Monastero, Valentina Orrù, Giulia Roberto, 

Marco Valeri and Federico Zaina) have been admirable before, during and after the Congress. The 

volunteers Vanessa Ferrando, Noemi La Cara, Ylenia Viggiano and Elena Bandiera generously 

gave us their time and talents, and G. Roberto designed all the graphics. Outstanding in their 

roles have been C. D9Orazio as Scientific Secretary of the Congress and F. Cavaliere as Editorial 

Coordinator: we are all indebted to their rigorous and meticulous organizational skills. 

Harrassowitz Verlag with its Director Stephan Specht was as dedicated as it can be to the 

Congress and accepted to publish our Proceedings in Golden Open Access, while Jens Fetkenheuer 

has been a solid reference for all technical issues. The care and passion with which Federica 

Proni of Te.M.P.L.A. has typeset these two volumes cannot be praised enough. In releasing these 

Proceedings to the press, together with the other Editors we hope that they will represent a useful 

service to an international scientific community which is growing stronger and more closely knit 

after each ICAANE, hopefully standing up to the grave challenges lying in front of us for the 

protection, study, conservation and presentation of an ever more endangered cultural heritage.
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