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francesca Balossi restelli*

Group Perception and Identity Markers

in the Neolithic Communities of  Western Asia

The Case of  Husking Trays in 7th Millennium Upper Mesopotamia

Introduction

Communities are composed of people united 
by common interests. The German word, 
as often happens and as my permanence at 
Freie  Universität has taught me so well, best 
 expresses this idea: Gemeinschaft is in fact a re-
lationship in which individuals are  oriented to 
a larger association, as much if not more than 
to their own self-interest (Salisbury 2012). 
People in a Gemeinschaft have common beliefs 
and behaviours, they do more than  simply 
coexist. The ideas that people hold about 
aesthetics, hospitality, ideology and about 
behaviour combine to form a structure that 
is their community (Whittle 2005, 64). The 
term Gemeinschaft is a perfect one that links 
different definitions given to the community: 
as a form of group cohesion, as unity and ac-
tion aimed at common interests or underlying 
a shared way of doing things “right”, and as 
a geographic area with spatial and chronolo-
gical limits, or a socio- geographic structure 
merging the two (Hollingshead 1948; Yaeger 
and Canuto 2000, 5).

Salisbury has distinguished three broad  “themes 
of community: a community of place, a community 
of identity, and a community of networks” which 
are all interrelated and  differently  identifiable 
in the archaeological data (Salisbury 2012, 
205).

People who live close to each other are more 
likely to share a sense of place and collaborate 
to its construction. This shared sense is what 
makes a place become culturally constructed. 

The second sense is the community of 
 identity, located primarily in the mind, as a 
“sense of community”. Identity is an  important 
part of moral and imagined communities 
and forms the basis for collective action. 
Identity, as community, is formed through 
human inter action, practice and interpretation 
(Knapp 2003). Through identity we perceive 
ourselves, and others see us, as belonging 
to certain groups and not others, and being 
part of a group entails active engagement and 
continuous confirmation and reinforcement 
of those  relations. Identity and community 
 therefore are not a static thing but a continual 
process (Díaz-Andreu et al. 2005), and they 
are both constructed, acquired and maintained 
through interaction between people.

Making a major turn from a narrative  account 
of the succession of cultures based on typo-
logical classifications of material culture, 
in the last twenty years works on the Pre- 
pottery Neolithic of Western Asia have been 
mainly oriented to the understanding of the 
dynamics of social organization of the first 
sedentary communities and it is interaction 
that has been the keyword guiding scholars 
in the interpretation of the structure of these 
communities. Indeed, the explosion of ritual 
and symbolic expressions, which constitutes 
the most  impressive character of the Pre- 
pottery Neolithic, has been read as a mean for 
 increasing spheres of interaction.

It has been abundantly shown that Pre-
pottery Neolithic B groups in particular 
were  characterised by a complex range of 
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over lapping levels of simultaneous social 
inter action, including the household, kin-
ship, community, regional groups being the 
most evident (Kuijt 2000; Watkins 2008; 
 Borrell and Molist 2014). Watkins suggests 
that Pre pottery Neolithic communities are 
“local and regional peer polity interaction  spheres” 
and that “in subtle and complex ways, people 
were  formulating and expressing multi- layered 
identities”, “they were using, for the first time, 
 sophisticated, symbolic means of  articulating their 
multi-layered identities – as family or household, 
as lineages, as communities, as members of local 
clusters of villages, as participants in regional and 
supra-regional networks” (Watkins 2008, 165).

During the Pottery Neolithic period expres-
sions of identity are no longer monumental, 
but they still pervade the material life of 
communities and may be identified in the 
highly symbolically charged material  culture 
that continues to characterise this period 
(Balossi Restelli 2017; Cruells et al. 2017; 
 Nieuwenhuyse 2008).

Building identity through materiality 

People interact through practices and with 
their material worlds, with objects that are 
made, modified and given specific  meaning 
by each group and community (Miller 2005; 
Pollock 2015a). In modern or contemporary 
world, dress and ornamentation, but also archi-
tecture, are some of the media  through which 
relationships and interaction are  negotiated, 
and archaeologists too use such material 
 elements to evaluate the social artic ulation 
of groups (Pollock 2015a). Material culture is 
thus an active instrument in  creating social 
relationships, but it is not a simple equation 
the one we may use to define objects as indi-
cators of interaction since “the extent to which 
 cultural similarity relates to interaction,  depends 
on the strategies and  intentions of the inter acting 
groups and how they use, manipulate and  negotiate 
 material symbols as part of those  strategies” 
( Hodder 1982, 185). Recent works on Neolithic 
 com munities of Western Asia have suggested 

that the long-distance exchange of obsidian 
is possibly one way to regulate and maintain 
complex interactions aimed at reducing risks 
of isolation linked to the diminished mobil-
ity of those communities (Ibáñez et al. 2015). 
Obsidian exchange thus would be a strategy 
thanks to which large  networks could be built 
and maintained. It is thus not only the eco-
nomic and techno logical value of obsidian to 
determine its need and circulation over large 
distances, but also its potential to construct 
large networks of  social relations between 
communities. Ibáñez further suggests that this 
exchange might have been regulated through 
common actions and practices. Even though 
the latter are difficult to be identified for the 
moment, the greater dynamism in relations 
between Neolithic communities is evident and 
visible in the sharing of objects. This implies 
sharing of technologies and knowledge and 
was probably one of the keys to limit the risk 
of involution during the construction of a Neo-
lithic life (Ibáñez et al. 2015). 

These networks of interaction between people 
and communities are based on the construc-
tion of common identities, which at the smaller 
scale are certainly built also on the idea of a 
common or shared origin, history or ancestry; 
this is also the reason for which many material 
and symbolic resources required to sustain the 
narration of this past are vastly shared (Hall 
1996): the skull treatment common amongst 
the Levantine communities, the stone stelae 
in south-eastern Anatolia and the decorated 
stone pestles in the more northeastern Tigris 
region during the 10th–8th millennia BCE 
(Çelik 2015; Karul 2011).

Neolithic interaction

Such wide networks of interaction charac-
terise Pre-pottery Neolithic communities in 
 Western Asia and are most astonishing due 
to the  revolutionary impact of this new wide 
system of social, economic and  ideological 
inter actions. The same system continues 
in later phases of the Neolithic too. The 
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 multi- layered  structure of overlapping net-
works of varying scales that  incorporates vast 
 territories, characteristic of Late  Neo lithic 
Halaf 6th millennium  communities has been 
vastly debated ( Frangipane 2013;  Fletcher 
2016;  Nieuwenhuyse 2016). Collective  storages, 
shared architectural plans, pottery styles, 
and symbolic elements are the most evident 
material expressions of the varying layers of 
interaction, and their vast  distribution has 
been interpreted as an indication that these 
 relations were  probably regulated by exo-
gamous  marital rules (Breniquet 1987, 236). 
Halaf has always been presented for the un-
precedented dimensions of its  distribution, 
well visible in the painted pottery more 
than in anything else and interpreted as a 
form of  expression of social identities. Even 
though less discussed, the preceding phases 
of the  Neo lithic already had richly decorated 
 ceramics, that were  expression of societies, 
the structure of which was already based 
on the same  dynamics of social relation and 
 organisation of the later Halaf, even though 
probably at a smaller scale.  Several works 
have shown how pottery was “part of the tool 
sets that enabled communities to establish net-
works” ( Nieuwenhuyse 2017a, 26). The most 
 symbolically charged pottery was the one 
used in moments of commensality, thus in 
events that imply interaction and the building 
or reinforcement of relations (Bernbeck 1999; 
Balossi Restelli 2006; 2017; Nieuwenhuyse 
2017b). 

As underlined above, the layers of inter action 
within a group of people are multiple and 
complex and each is expressed by  different 
practices and material objects. The spatial 
 distribution and intensity of material objects 
is a potential indicator of the different scale 
of social networks in action. Pollock suggests 
that the wide distribution of cylindrical  objects 
used as personal adornments during the Late 
Neolithic in Fars indicates the  importance of 
social communication and implies that general 
ideas about bodily decoration and presenta-
tion were widely shared in the Neolithic of 

Iran and Turkmenistan ( Pollock 2015b, 47). 
Even though she was mainly interested in this 
as an indicator of equality within those com-
munities, I believe her point is useful also in 
investigating layers of interaction:  cylindrical 
bodily adornments are the expression of inter- 
community direct interaction. At the same 
time there were different types of adornments 
that might have represented  either  categories 
of  people or another level of inter action. 
 Similarly, shared painted  motives of the Bashi 
pottery studied by Bernbeck (Bernbeck 2010) 
are the material expression of interaction at 
the inter- community level, but the  specificity 
of gestures and sequence of brush strokes of 
each potter might have  characterised these as 
identity markers at a household or kin level. 
The same object may thus represent and 
 materialise distinct levels of social interaction 
which might not be totally understandable to 
all those who use them. Everyone is  involved 
in varying networks of communication, 
 through which people  describe themselves; 
they both tell others and themselves who they 
are, and they constantly build and work on 
their identities (Holland et al. 1998). There 
is a “me”, there are multiple “we”, and there 
are “them”. Even with “them”, people will 
occasion ally have to negotiate inter action. 
Material objects are the expression of all these 
identities and definitions.

The case of  Hassuna 

These observations have brought me to 
think about a group of objects produced by 
7th  millennium Neolithic communities of 
 Western Asia which might be the  expression of 
relations and interactions of different groups 
with neighbours and not-so- neighbours. 
In particular, my interest was taken by 
Late Neo lithic Husking trays, found 
 throughout Northern Mesopotamia during 
the 7th millennium. 

Husking trays are shallow ceramic oval 
 con tainers, rather coarse in paste and with 
 abundant chaff temper, but significantly 
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well into northern Iran (Voigt 1983; Tsuneki 
2017, 129) –, and they span over a chrono-
logical period longer than that of the standard 
Hassuna phase. 

Under the name of Hassuna are identi-
fied Neolithic communities that occupy the 
 eastern Jazira during the second half of the 
7th millen nium (Akkermans and Schwartz 
2003, 135–36; Nieuwenhuyse and  Akkermans 
2019). Known sites are the eponymous site 
of Hassuna, Yarim Tepe, Kultepe, Tell Sotto, 
and  Matarrah (Lloyd et al. 1945;  Braidwood 
et al. 1952; Bader 1989; Bader et al. 1981; 
 Merpert et al. 1981; Yoffee and Clark 1993). 
The  earliest levels of all these sites are 
char acterised by the so-called – but widely 

varying in size. Their particularity is that 
the interior is deeply incised or impressed. 
The name was given to them by Fuad Safar 
and colleagues in the 1940s, as a suggestion 
that they might have been used to separate 
the  cereal grains from their husks (Lloyd et 
al. 1945, 277), but already a few years later 
scholars were not too convinced of this inter-
pretation (Braidwood et al. 1952, 11).

Though considered to be diagnostic of the 
so-called Hassuna communities, Husking trays 
are found over a much vaster area than that 
identified by the other Hassuna material traits 
– west to the Mediterranean (Braidwood and 
Braidwood 1960), south at the waterhead of 
the Diyala river (Odaka et al. 2019) and east 

Fig. 1. Map with indication of sites in which Husking trays are mentioned. The grey area indicates the extension of the 
so-called Standard Hassuna assemblage; the lighter shading shows the area for which this distribution is hypothetical. Sites: 
1. Shir, 2. Kherkh, 3. Ras Shamra, 4. Aray, 5. Amuq, 6. Halula, 7. Kosak Shamali, 8. Djad’e Mughara, 9. Amarna, 10. 
Akarçay, 11. Mezraa Teleilat, 12. Turlu, 13. Kashkashok, 14. Çayönü, 15. Hakemi Use, 16. Salat Camii, 17. Sabi Abyad, 
18. Sotto, 19. Kultepe, 20. Yarimtepe, 21. Thalathat, 22. Hassuna, 23. Nineveh, 24. Nadar, 25. Diyan, 26. Shimshara, 27. 
Matarrah, 28. Umm Dabaghiyah, 29. Hajii Firuz, 30. Begum, 31. Umm Qseir, 32. Brak, 33. Arbid, 34. Küçük Kozluca, 
35. Chagar Bazar; 36. Tappeh Sang-e Chakhmaq. Map by the author.
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is very difficult to trace a precise boundary 
(but see Nieuwenhuyse 2013, Fig. 2 for the 
 preceding phases). Overall, the sites known 
with this ceramic assemblage are still 
today very few (Morandi Bonaccossi and 
 Iamoni 2015). Furthermore, there is a lot of 
 debate over the definition and recognition 
of 7th  millennium ceramic assemblages of 
northern  Mesopotamia; Pre-Proto- Hassuna, 
Proto- Hassuna/Pre-Halaf, Hassuna are used 
to describe different moments of the 7th mil-
lennium and also different areas of Northern 
 Mesopotamia, with ceramics that show varying 
 similarities the interpretation of which is still 
 matter of debate (Cruells and  Nieuwenhuyse 
2004;  Nieuwenhuyse 2013; Nishiaki and Le 
Mière 2017; Odaka et al. 2019). The early 
date of many of the exca vations furthermore 
 determines the rarity of absolute dates, not 
helping to clear this  confusion.  Nieuwenhuyse 
has critically discussed the difficulty of using 
ceramic  assemblages to define borders  within 
this area in the phase that precedes the 
so-called Hassuna  (Nieuwenhuyse 2013). It is 
beyond the scope of this paper to engage into 
this discussion, whilst I am concerned with 
the interpretation of one single object that is 
considered to be diagnostic of the  Hassuna 
material culture, one specific artefact and 
its distribution, that might contribute to the 
 discussion of the rich and extensive network 
of communications and exchange of people, 
goods and ideas which characterised Hassuna, 
as other Neolithic communities. 

In detail and moving clockwise, the area 
that appears to be broadly characterised by 
a  Hassuna ceramic assemblage is delimited 
by the sites of Shimshara to the east (Rania 
plain on the western Zagros foothills along 
the  Lesser Zab) and by Matarrah to the south. 
To the west sites along the eastern Khabur 
catchment drainage certainly have Hassuna 
impressed and incised ware, as testified by 
surface and out of context material from Tell 
Brak, where the corresponding levels have 
never been excavated. Evidence from the 
 western tributaries and the Balikh valley is 

debated – Proto- Hassuna horizon, the settle-
ment organ isation of which is very similar to 
the later, fully  Hassuna levels with rectangu-
lar multiple room domestic buildings, large, 
communal storage structures composed by 
many cell-like rooms and abundant external, 
possibly shared spaces for food manipulation 
and various other daily activities. 

The subsistence economy of these communities 
is mainly based on agriculture and herding, 
with a majority of sheep and goat amongst 
domestic animals. There is thus probably a 
semi-mobile component in these communities, 
formed by the herders, and a more seden-
tary one dedicated to agricultural activities. 
 Cereals as well as legumes are the main crops. 
The presence of large multiroomed buildings 
suggests a shared system for the storage of 
goods. There are no seals that would con-
firm the presence of a structured system for 
the communal management of goods, as those 
known from the Balikh area (Akkermans and 
Duistermaat 1996) and among later Halaf 
communities of the Hassuna area (Merpert 
and Munchaev 1987), but it is possible that the 
type of organisation was similar, even though 
it might have involved smaller groups.

Ceramic production shared by these commu-
nities (archaic and standard Hassuna ware) 
is of limestone- and chaff-tempered paste (it 
was possibly dung and coarse vegetal  matter 
that were used for the latter; Petrova 2012) 
and surfaces could be coarse, smoothed, 
 polished or slipped (Matthews 2000; Le Mière 
2000; Anastasio et al. 2004). Red ochre was 
commonly added as a coloured slip in the 
archaic  Hassuna, when painted and applied 
decoration are also found.  Incised deco ration 
becomes common in the later, so-called 
 standard  Hassuna phase. Shapes are open deep 
bowls, deep and at times slightly squatted jars 
with simple rims, necked jars and pithoi used 
for storage. 

The distribution of this assemblage  covers the 
Iraqi Jazira and beyond (Fig. 1);  however, it 
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decline at the beginning of the 6th millennium, 
in the Early Halaf. 

I personally believe that husking trays are 
a clue to the intensity and richness of the 
 networks and relations between Pottery Neo-
lithic groups. My interpretation springs from 
an observation related to their function; it is 
by now a shared opinion that Husking trays 
were used for the production of bread-like 
foods (Balossi Restelli and Mori 2014; Cruells 
and Nieuwenhuyse 2004; Voigt 1983, 159; 
Taranto 2020) and my suggestion is that 
the particular bread that was made in them 
was a constituent of the meals that the Neo-
lithic communities probably shared and that 
were one of the occasions to reinforce and 
 reproduce relations, symbolically underlining 
the  solidarity networks linking even very 
 distant Neolithic groups. For this reason, the 
distribution of Husking trays goes beyond 
that of other attributes and specificities of the 
ceramic assemblages made and used by these 
same communities.

The presence of the impressions and incisions 
on the interior of husking trays creates an un-
even surface that according to Balfet isolates 
the dough from the hot surface and enables 
it to rise without burning (Balfet 1975, 309). 
What I find most intriguing is the variety 
of shapes that the impressions and incisions 
can have (Fig. 2); do these have a meaning? 
To attempt an answer to this and without 
claiming in any way that I followed the strict 
scientific rules of experimental archaeology, I 
reproduced a husking tray and tried baking 
bread in it. My only objective was to under-
stand whether the impressions would leave a 
trace on the food, and thus to find out whether 
different impressions would produce different 
breads. During the field season at Arslantepe, 
with the help of a potter, Fazıl Ercan, I made a 
couple of trays using local clay and added chaff 
as a temper. At a local and traditional bakery 
(with a domed oven fuelled by wood) we then 
made several baking experiments. Dough was 

more difficult to interpret (Nieuwenhuyse 
1999; 2010; but see Tekin 2013 for a different 
interpretation). The sites along the Khabur 
proper and its western tributaries (Chagar 
Bazar, Boueid) have a ceramic assemblage that 
appears to be more linked to that of the  Balikh, 
the sites of which, even though  bearing strong 
resemblances both with Hassuna and Samarra 
pottery, present their own  peculiarities and 
characters  (Cruells and  Nieuwenhuyse 2004; 
 Nieuwenhuyse 1999). North, we know very 
little, but sites as Hakemi Use or Salat Camii 
Yani along the Turkish stretch of the Tigris 
are indicated by their excavators as  “Hassuna/
Samarra sites” (Tekin 2007; 2008; 2010). 
A thorough understanding of the relation-
ship between these 7th millennium ceramic 
 assemblages is indeed urgently needed, even 
though Olivier Nieuwenhuyse had already 
provided us with an important hint more than 
twenty years ago, when he noted that over-
lapping distributions do not allow to identify 
 proper homogeneous and regionally bounded 
 ceramic assemblages (Nieuwenhuyse 1999, 
14; 2013, 116); this interpretation suggests the 
idea of groups involved in intense relations and 
 networks, therefor creating hybrid  ceramic 
styles that still today need much analysis to be 
thoroughly understood (Nieuwenhuyse 2013, 
118).

Hassuna Husking Trays as instruments of  
social communication

Husking tray distribution covers a much wider 
horizon, as well as a longer chrono logical span 
than that of the rest of the Hassuna assem-
blage; even so, in this framework we might 
still consider them as a typical object of 
 Hassuna assemblage, which is however more 
or less common also among communities with 
ceramic assemblages that are in broad terms 
distinguishable from the Hassuna ones. Odaka 
and colleagues (Odaka et al. 2019, 77–78) have 
observed that husking trays “emerged in the 
mid 7th millennium in a broad swath of  localised 
ceramic and cultural traditions” and that they 
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a Husking tray, which certainly  constituted 
the most  important part of the diet, as 
meaning fully under lined in both  ancient and 
modern Near East by the fact that the same 
term is gener ically used to indicate food 
( Delaney 1991), would be “recognisable” and 
“personalised”.1 The importance of meals 
in regulating bonds and reinforcing social 
 relations has been  discussed at length even in 
the specific context of Near Eastern Pottery 
Neolithic communities (Pollock 2003; 2015a; 
Hayden 2001); among Hassuna, community 
meals were characterised by the presence of 
special symbolically charged “breads” that 
we could interpret as identity markers. If 
this interpre tation is correct, the signs on 

the one used for bread today, thus clearly not 
the one used in the past. Only when we added 
some seed oil to the bottom of the tray the 
dough did not stick at all and the result was a 
perfect loaf, the back of which clearly showed 
the traces of the linear impressions we had 
made on the tray (Fig. 3).

Even though this little test tells us nothing 
of the specific food product that was made 
in them, nor how exactly it was baked, I like 
to believe this is a clue in favour of the idea 
that the  variability of the impressions and 
incisions on the Husking trays might not be 
random, but represent groups, families, or 
 communities. In this way, “bread” baked in 

Fig. 2. Examples of Husking trays from Shimshara (a,c), Hassuna (f), Matarrah (b,d), unknown at Pennsylvania museum 
(e). From: Braidwood et al. 1952, Figs. 9,16; Lloyd et al. 1945, Pl. XVIII; Mortensen 1970, Figs. 99, 101; https://www.
penn.museum/collections/object_images.php?irn=182926.

1 The similarity of  this act and of  the sign left on the dough with that of  impressing seals on the clay, that will 
very soon or nearly contemporarily appear in those same contexts, is striking.

https://www.penn.museum/collections/object_images.php?irn=182926
https://www.penn.museum/collections/object_images.php?irn=182926
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intra-site level the number of “groups” or 
households within single communities. I do 
realise that the simpleness of these signs and 
their  apparent high repetitiveness does not 
make of them a good instrument for personal-
isation, on the other hand, the function is 
not one of accountancy, but it might simply 
be a way to show, for example, that different 
 participants are contributing to the meal. 

A similar hypothesis can be proposed to 
under stand the diffusion and use of another 
Neolithic  object from a completely different 
area, which I  believe though, might have had a 
 similar role in building and  maintaining large 
 networks of communication and  relations 

the bread were reproducing symbolically 
meaning ful  information to those who shared 
the meal and “broke the bread together.”

Trying to distinguish these symbols might 
be an impossible task, that needs to neces-
sarily start from their stylistic examination. 
 Attempting to analyse the distribution of the 
“styles” of these different impressions though 
is at the moment still a difficult  operation, 
because of the partiality of published data, but 
it is certainly the first exercise that should 
be done, as the identification of any possible 
 pattern in their distribution might indicate 
at an inter-regional level the geographical 
dimensions of specific networks and at an 

Fig. 3. Experimental bread baked  in a modern “Husking  tray”  in Malatya by  the author and  the potter Fazıl Ercan. 
 Photos: Francesca Balossi Restelli.
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 composed by extensive and increasingly 
 expanding  extensive networks of communi-
cation. Their multilayered social structures 
allowed to  manage and maintain such wide 
inter actions but needed abundant  symbols 
 through which to communicate and nego-
tiate. As not all  objects are used to  negotiate 
 identities in the same way and through 
the same practices, the apparently non- 
homogeneous distribution of material culture 
during the Late  Neolithic period might be 
due to the richness of this symbolism and the 
vastness of its borders. If we bear this in mind 
and analyse the  meaning and use of single 
objects together with their distribution, we 
might achieve a better understanding of the 
relations between communities. As demons-
trated by the Dark Faced  Burnished Ware 
(Balossi Restelli 2006), as well as by the later 
Halaf pottery (Charvát 2002; Spataro and 
Fletcher 2010), both most widely shared in 
their traits related to food consumption, the 
sharing of Husking trays too shows us how 
moments of commensality played a central 
role in identity construction of Late Neolithic 
communities. The possible use of Pintaderas 
for colouring body, textiles or other perish-
able objects reminds us though, that many 
others were the ways in which people would 
recognise and differentiate themselves.2 
Clothes, hairstyle, ornaments and tatoos 
 certainly all played a major role in this too.
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between  Neolithic communities during the 
7th  millennium: I am thinking of the very 
 different Pintaderas. These are found in a 
 totally different geographical area and would 
deserve a separate discussion which I do not 
intend to carry out here.  However, I do want 
to mention both the analogous  anomaly of 
their  distribution well beyond that of other 
 attributes of the  material  culture  characterising 
the commu nities who used them, as well as 
the simplicity of its  designs. Pintaderas have 
been found from Central  Anatolia to the 
 western coast of Asia Minor and way into 
the southern  Balkans and  Greece  (Lichter 
2005; 2011), in areas  characterised by a non- 
unitary  material  culture. Scholars today agree 
that these were not seals, as first believed 
(Mellaart 1967; 1970); as Lichter has well 
 syhthesised,  Pintaderas were “clay stamps […] 
used to  decorate  various  materials prone to fading, 
i. e. skin, leather, textiles or bread” (Lichter 2011, 
38). Lichter pushes his  argument further and 
 suggests that “clay stamps might have been tools 
to reproduce culturally  significant  information 
– as part of an ornamental  language.” Like 
 Husking trays, I believe that these too could 
have been used to “decorate” and  “personalise” 
 something perish able (skin, clothes, bread, etc.) 
through which identities would be  performed 
and  shared. Pintaderas and Husking trays 
 appear to be two objects with which Neolithic 
 identities were  reproduced; this would make 
of them the proof of  physical contacts and the 
practice of constructing  relations between 
contemporary but distinct communities.

Conclusions

The Neolithic communities of the Near 
East formed a vibrant and complex world 

2 Intriguing, from this point of  view, is the possibility that Pintaderas were used to impress bread, even though 
the rare presence of  red pigment would seem to exclude this.



42

Francesca Balossi Restelli

References 

Akkermans, Peter M.M.G., and Kim Duistermaat. 1996. “Of Storage and Nomads. The Sealings from Late 
 Neolithic, Sabi Abyad, Syria.” Paléorient  22 (2): 17–44.

Akkermans, Peter M.M.G., and Glenn M. Schwartz. 2003. The Archaeology of Syria: From Complex Hunter- 
Gatherers to Early Urban Societies (c. 16,000-300 BC) . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Anastasio, Stefano, Marc Lebeau, and Martin Sauvage. 2004. Atlas of Preclassical Upper Mesopotamia . Subartu 11. 
Turnhout: Brepols.

Bader, Nikolai O. 1989. Earliest Cultivators in Northern Mesopotamia: The Investigations of Soviet Archaeological 
Expedition in Iraq at settlements Tell Magzalia, Tell Sottl, Kül Tepe . Moscow: Nauka.

Bader, Nikolai O., Nikolai I. Merpert, and Rauf M. Munchaev. 1981. “Soviet Expedition’s Surveys in the Sinjar 
Valley.” Sumer  37: 55–63.

Balfet, Hélène. 1975. “Bread in Some Regions of the Mediterranean Area. A Contribution to the Study of Eating 
Habits.” In Gastronomy: The Anthropology of Food Habits , edited by Margaret L. Arnott, 305–14. The Hague: 
Mouton.

Balossi Restelli, Francesca. 2006. The Development of ‘Cultural Regions’ in the Neolithic of the Near East: The ‘Dark 
Faced Burnished Ware Horizon’ . BAR Int. Series 1482. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Balossi Restelli, Francesca. 2017. “Yumuktepe Early Ceramic Production: Dark versus Light Coloured Wares 
and the Construction of Social Identity.” In The Emergence of Pottery in West Asia , edited by Akira Tsuneki, 
Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, and Stuart Campbell, 83–96. Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books.

Balossi Restelli, Francesca, and Lucia Mori. 2014. “Bread, Baking Moulds and Related Cooking Techniques in 
the Ancient Near East.” Food and History  12 (3): 39–55.  DOI: 10.1484/j.food.5.110585.

Bernbeck, Reinhard. 1999. “Structure Strikes Back: Intuitive Meanings of Ceramics from Qale Rostam, Iran.” 
In Material Symbols: Culture and Economy in Prehistory , edited by John E. Robb, 90–111. CAIOP 26. 
 Carbondale: Southern Illinois University.

Bernbeck, Reinhard. 2010. “The Neolithic Pottery.” In The 2003 Excavations at Tol-e Bashi, Iran: Social Life in a 
Neolithic Village , edited by Susan Pollock, Reinhard Bernbeck, and Kamyar Abdi, 65–151. AIT 10. Mainz: 
Philipp von Zabern.

Borrell, Ferran, and Miquel Molist. 2014. “Social Interaction at the End of the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B: An 
Inter-Site Analysis in the Euphrates Valley.” Cambridge Archaeological Journal  24 (2): 215–31.   
 DOI: 10.1017/S0959774314000456.

Braidwood, Robert J., and Linda S. Braidwood. 1960. Excavations in the Plain of Antioch I: The Earlier Assemblages 
Phases A-J . OIP 61. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Braidwood, Robert J., Linda S. Braidwood, James G. Smith, and Charles Leslie. 1952. “Matarrah - A Southern 
Variant of the Hassuna Assemblage, Excavated in 1948.” Journal of Near Eastern Studies  11: 2–75.

Breniquet, Catherine. 1987. “Nouvelle hypothèse sur la disparition de la culture Halaf.” In Préhistoire de la 
 Mésopotamie. La Mésopotamie préhistorique et l’exploration du djebel Hamrin , edited by Jean Louis Huot, 
 231–41. Paris: CNRS.

Çelik, Bahattin. 2015. “New Neolithic Cult Centres and Domestic Settlements in the Light of Urfa Region Sur-
veys.” Documenta Praehistorica  XLII: 353–64.

Charvát, Petr. 2002. Mesopotamia before History . New York and London: Routledge. 

Cruells, Walter, and Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse. 2004. “The Proto-Halaf Period in Syria. New Sites, New 
Data.” Paléorient  30 (1): 47–68. DOI: 10.3406/paleo.2004.4772. 

Cruells, Walter, Inna Mateiciucova, and Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, eds. 2017. Painting Pots - Painting People. Late 
Neolithic Ceramics in Ancient Mesopotamia . Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books.

Delaney, Carol Lowery. 1991. The Seed and the Soil: Gender and Cosmology in Turkish Village Society . Los Angeles: 
University of California Press.

https://doi.org/10.1484/j.food.5.110585
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0959774314000456
https://doi.org/10.3406/paleo.2004.4772


43

Group Perception and Identity Markers in the Neolithic Communities of Western Asia

Díaz-Andreu, Margarita, Sam Lucy, Staša Babić, and David N. Edwards. 2005. The Archaeology of Identity: 
 Approaches to Gender, Age, Ethnicity, Status and Religion . London and New York: Routledge. 

Fletcher, Alexandra. 2016. “Uniformity and Diversity in the Late Neolithic of the Middle East.” In Something 
out of the Ordinary? Interpreting Diversity in the Early Neolithic Linearbandkeramik and Beyond , edited by Luc 
Amkreutz, Fabian Haack, and Daniela Hofmann, 427–54. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars publishing.

Frangipane, Marcella. 2013. “Societies without Boundaries. Interpreting Late Neolithic Patterns of Wide Inter-
action and Sharing of Cultural Traits: The Case of the Halaf Communities.” In Interpreting the Late Neolithic 
of Upper Mesopotamia , edited by Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, Reinhard Bernbeck, Peter M.M.G. Akkermans, 
and Jana Rogasch, 89–99. PALMA 9. Turnhout: Brepols.

Hall, Stuart. 1996. “Introduction: Who Needs ‘Identity’?” In Questions of Cultural Identity , edited by Stuart Hall 
and Paul Du Gay, 1–17. London: SAGE Publications.  DOI: 10.4135/9781446221907.n1.

Hayden, Brian. 2001. “Fabulous Feasts: A Prolegomenon to the Importance of Feasting.” In Feasts: Archaeologi-
cal and Ethnographic Perspectives on Food, Politics and Power,  edited by Michael Dietler and Brian Hayden, 
23–64. Washington: Smithsonian.

Hodder, Ian. 1982. “Symbols in Action.” In Ethnoarchaeological Studies of Material Culture . Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. DOI: 10.1525/aa.1983.85.3.02a00550.

Holland, Dorothy, William S. Lachicotte, Jr., Debra Skinner, and Carol Cain. 1998. Identity and Agency in Cultural 
Worlds.  Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press.  DOI: 10.5860/choice.36-5759.

Hollingshead, August B. 1948. “Community Research: Development and Present Condition.” American Sociolo-
gical Review  13(2): 136–55.

Ibáñez, Juan José, David Ortega, Daniel Campos, Lamya Khalidi, and Vicenç Méndez. 2015. “Testing Complex 
Networks of Interaction at the Onset of the Near Eastern Neolithic Using Modelling of Obsidian Exch-
ange.” Journal of the Royal Society Interface  12: 20150210.  DOI: 10.1098/rsif.2015.0210.

Karul, Necmi. 2011. “Gusir Höyük.” In The Neolithic in Turkey. The Tigris Basin, Vol. 1 , edited by Mehmet Özdöğan, 
Nezih Başgelen, and Peter Kuniholm, 1–17. Istanbul: Archaeology and Art Publications.

Knapp, A. Bernard. 2003. “The Archaeology of Community on Bronze Age Cyprus: Politiko Phorades in 
 Context.” American Journal of Archaeology  107 (4): 559–80.

Kuijt, Ian. 2000. Life in Neolithic Farming Communities: Social Organization, Identity, and Differentiation . New York: 
Kluwer Academic Press.

Le Mière, Marie. 2000. “L’occupation Proto-Hassuna du Haut-Khabur Occidental d’après la céramique.” 
In  Prospection archéologique du Haut-Khabur occidental (Syrie du N.E.) , edited by Bertille Lyonnet, 127–49. 
Beyrouth: Institut Français du Proche-Orient.

Lichter, Clemens. 2005. “Western Anatolia in the Late Neolithic and Early Chalcolithic: The Actual State of 
Research.” In How Did Farming Reach Europe? Anatolian-European Relations from the Second Half of the 7th 
through the First Half of the 6th Millennium cal BC: Proceedings of the International Workshop, Istanbul, 20-22 
May 2004 , edited by Clemens Lichter, 59–74. BYZAS 2. Istanbul: Ege Yayınları.

Lichter, Clemens. 2011. “Neolithic Stamps and the Neolithization Process. A Fresh Look at an Old Issue.” 
In Beginnings - New Research in the Appearance of the Neolithic between Northwest Anatolia and the Carpathian 
Basin: Papers of the International Workshop, 8th-9th April 2009, Istanbul , edited by Dan Ciobotaru, Barbara 
Horejs, and Raiko Krauss, 35–44. Menschen - Kulturen - Traditionen 1. Rahden/Westf: Verlag Marie 
Leidorf.

Lloyd, Seton, Fuad Safar, and Robert J. Braidwood. 1945. “Tell Hassuna Excavations by the Iraq Government 
Directorate General of Antiquities in 1943 and 1944.” Journal of Near Eastern Studies  4 (4): 255–89.  
 DOI: 10.2307/542914.

Matthews, Roger. 2000. The Early Prehistory of Mesopotamia, 500,000 to 4500 BC . Subartu 5. Turnhout:  Brepols.

Mellaart, James. 1967. Çatal Hüyük: A Neolithic Town in Anatolia . London: Thames and Hudson.

Mellaart, James. 1970. Excavations at Hacılar . Edinburgh/Ankara: Edinburgh University Press/British Institute 
of Archaeology at Ankara.

https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446221907.n1
https://doi.org/10.1525/aa.1983.85.3.02a00550
https://doi.org/10.5860/choice.36-5759
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2015.0210
https://www.jstor.org/stable/542914


44

Francesca Balossi Restelli

Merpert, Nikolai I., and Rauf M. Munchaev. 1987. “The Earliest Levels at Yarim Tepe I and Yarim Tepe II in 
Northern Iraq.” Iraq  49: 1–38. DOI: 10.2307/4200262.

Merpert, Nikolai I., Rauf M. Munchaev, and Nikolai O. Bader. 1981. “Investigations of the Soviet Expedition in 
Northern Iraq, 1976.” Sumer  37: 22–31.

Miller, Daniel. 2005. “Materiality: An Introduction.” In Materiality , edited by Daniel Miller, 1–50. Durham: Duke 
University Press.

Morandi Bonacossi, Daniele, and Marco Iamoni. 2015. “Landscape and Settlement in the Eastern Upper Iraqi 
Tigris and Navkur Plains (Northern Kurdistan Region, Iraq). The Land of Nineveh Archaeological 
 Project, Seasons 2012-13.” Iraq  77: 9–39.  DOI: 10.1017/irq.2015.5.

Mortensen, Peder. 1970. Tell Shimshara. The Hassuna Period . Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab 
Historisk-Filosofiske Skrifter 5, 2. København: Kommissionær: Munksgaard.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 1999. “Tell Baghouz Reconsidered: A Collection of ‘Classic’ Samarra Sherds from the 
Louvre.” Syria  76 (1): 1–18.  DOI: 10.3406/syria.1999.7603.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2008. Plain and Painted Pottery. The Rise of Neolithic Ceramic Styles on the Syrian and 
Northern Mesopotamian Plains . PALMA 3. Turnhout: Brepols.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2010. “The Late Neolithic Ceramics from Shir: A First Assessment.” Zeitschrift für 
Orient-Archäeologie  2: 310–56.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2013. “The Proto-Hassuna Culture in the Khabur Headwaters: A Western Neighbour’s 
View.” In Neolithic Archaeology in the Khabur Valley, Upper Mesopotamia and Beyond , edited by Yoshihiro 
 Nishiaki, Kaoru Kashima, and Marc Verhoeven, 110–38. Berlin: ex oriente.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2016. “Globalizing the Halaf.” In The Routledge Handbook of Archaeology and 
 Globalization , edited by Tamar Hodos, 839–55. London and New York: Routledge.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2017a. “The Initial Pottery from Neolithic Sabi Abyad, Northern Syria.” In The 
 Emergence of Pottery in West Asia , edited by Akira Tsuneki, Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, and Stuart Campbell, 
17–26. Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books.

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier P. 2017b. “Pots to Be Seen.” In Painting Pots - Painting People. Late Neolithic Ceramics in 
Ancient Mesopotamia , edited by Walter Cruells, Inna Mateiciucova, and Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, 115–28. 
Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books. 

Nieuwenhuyse, Olivier, and Peter M.M.G. Akkermans. 2019. “Transforming the Upper Mesopotamian 
Landscape in the Late Neolithic.” In Concluding the Neolithic – The Near East in the Second Half of the Seventh 
 Millennium BCE , edited by Arkadiusz Marciniak, 101–36. Atlanta: Lockwood Press.    
 DOI: 10.2307/j.ctvd1c967.8.

Nishiaki, Yoshihiro, and Marie Le Mière. 2017. “The Oldest Neolithic Pottery from Tell Seker Al-Aheimar, 
Upper Khabur, Northeastern Syria.” In The Emergence of Pottery in West Asia , edited by Akira Tsuneki, 
 Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, and Stuart Campbell, 43–54. Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books.

Odaka, Takahiro, Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, and Simone Mühl. 2019. “From the 7th to the 6th Millennium BC in 
Iraqi Kurdistan: A Local Ceramic Horizon in the Shahrizor Plain.” Paléorient  45 (2): 67–83.

Petrova, Natalia. 2012. “A Technological Study of Hassuna Culture Ceramics (Yarim Tepe I Settlement).” 
 Documenta Praehistorica 39: 75–82. DOI: 10.4312/dp.39.5.

Pollock, Susan. 2003. “Feasts, Funerals and Fast Food in Early Mesopotamian States.” In The Archaeology and 
Politics of Food and Feasting in Early States and Empires , edited by Tamara L. Bray, 17–38. New York: Kluwer 
Academi/Plenum.

Pollock, Susan. 2015a. “Material and Social Worlds in Neolithic and Early Chalcolithic Fars, Iran.” Origini  
XXXVIII (2): 39–63.

Pollock, Susan. 2015b. “Towards an Archaeology of Commensal Spaces. An Introduction.” In Between Feasts and 
Daily Meals , edited by Susan Pollock, 7–28. Berlin: Edition Topoi.  DOI: 10.17171/3-30-1.

Salisbury, Roderick B. 2012. “Place and Identity: Networks of Neolithic Communities in Central Europe.” 
 Documenta Praehistorica 39 (1): 203–13. DOI: 10.4312/dp.39.14.

https://doi.org/10.2307/4200262
https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2015.5
https://doi.org/10.3406/syria.1999.7603
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvd1c967.8
https://doi.org/10.4312/dp.39.5
https://doi.org/10.17171/3-30-1
https://doi.org/10.4312/dp.39.14


45

Group Perception and Identity Markers in the Neolithic Communities of Western Asia

Spataro, Michela, and Alexandra Fletcher. 2010. “Centralisation or Regional Identity in the Halaf Period? 
 Examining Interactions within Fine Painted Ware Production.” Paléorient  36 (2): 91–116.

Taranto, Sergio. 2020. “The Role of the Husking Tray in the Late Neolithic Communities of Northern 
 Mesopotamia. A First Experimental Analysis.” In From the Prehistory of Upper Mesopotamia to the Bronze 
and Iron Age Societies of the Levant. Volume 1. Proceedings of the 5th “Broadening Horizons” Conference (Udine 
5–8 June, 2017) , edited by Marco Iamoni, 27–38. Trieste: EUT Edizioni Università di Trieste.

Tekin, Halil. 2007. “New Discoveries Concerning the Relationship between the Upper Tigris Region and 
Syro-Cilicia in the Late Neolithic.” Anatolian Studies  57: 161–69. 

Tekin, Halil. 2008. “Hakemi Use: A Newly Established Site Dating to the Hassuna/Samarra Period in 
 Southeastern Anatolia.” In Proceedings of the 5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near 
East, Madrid April 3–8 2006 , edited by Joaquín M. Córdoba, Miquel Molist, M. Carmen Pérez, Isabel Rubio, 
and Sergio Martínez, 271–84. Madrid: UAM (Universidad Autonoma Madrid).

Tekin, Halil. 2010. “New Discoveries on a Hassuna/Samarran Site on the Upper Tigris Region: Hakemi Use.” 
In Proceedings of the 6th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, 5 May – 10 May 
2008, “Sapienza”, Università di Roma , edited by Paolo Matthiae, Frances Pinnock, Lorenzo Nigro, Nicolò 
Marchetti, and Licia Romano, 685–714. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. 

Tekin, Halil. 2013. “The Contribution of Hakemi Use to the Prehistory of Upper Mesopotamia.” In Inter preting the 
Late Neolithic of Upper Mesopotamia , edited by Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, Reinhard Bernbeck, Peter M.M.G. 
Akkermans, and Jana Rogasch, 493–502. PALMA 9. Turnhout: Brepols.

Tsuneki, Akira. 2017. “The emergence of pottery in Northeast Iran: The case study of Tappeh Sang-e Chak-
hmaq.” In The Emergence of Pottery in West Asia , edited by Akira Tsuneki, Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, and 
Stuart Campbell, 119–32. Oxford and Philadelphia: Oxbow Books.

Voigt, Mary. 1983. Hasanlu, Volume I: Hajji Firuz Tepe, Iran. The Neolithic Settlement . University Museum 
 Monograph 50. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania. 

Watkins, Trevor. 2008. “Supra-Regional Networks in the Neolithic of Southwest Asia.” Journal of World 
 Prehistory  21: 139–71.  DOI: 10.1007/s10963-008-9013-z.

Whittle, Alasdair. 2005. “Lived Experience in the Early Neolithic of the Great Hungarian Plain.” In (Un)Settling 
the Neolithic , edited by Douglass W. Bailey, Alasdair Whittle, and Vicki Cummings, 64–70. Oxford: Oxbow 
Books.

Yaeger, Jason, and Marcello A. Canuto. 2000. “Introducing an Archaeology of Communities.” In The Archae-
ology of Communities: A New World Perspective , edited by Marcello A. Canuto and Jason Yaeger, 1–15. London 
and New York: Routledge.

Yoffee, Norman, and Jeffrey J. Clark. 1993. Early Stages in the Evolution of Mesopotamian Civilization: Soviet Exca-
vations in Northern Iraq . Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10963-008-9013-z


e-ISBN 978-3-96929-036-1


	Cover
	Titelei
	Table of Contents 
	Contacts and affiliations
	List of Abbreviations 
	Foreword
	List of Publications by Susan Pollock
	Monographies and Edited Books 
	Articles in Journals 
	Book Chapters and Contributions in Edited Volumes 

	Prelude
	Starzmann - Scholarship as a gentleness
	Active Passivity 
	Flow
	Relationship
	Solidarity
	Dance
	References
	Acknowledgements


	I. Taking a Closer Look
	1. Reconstructing Communities
	von Rüden - From Face to Face Dying and not-dying in the aceramic Neolithic of the Levant
	Introduction: heads and faces 
	Ancestors and trophy skulls 
	Neolithization and its demographic and social impact 
	Funeral practices and some aspects of secondary burials  
	The re-emergence of the faces 
	Maintenance and presentation of the modelled faces 
	Depositional Practice 
	Discussion
	References

	Balossi Restelli -Group perception and identity markers in the Neolithic Communities of Western Asia
	Introduction
	Building identity through materiality  
	Neolithic Interaction 
	The case of Hassuna  
	Hassuna Husking Trays as instruments of social communication 
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgments
	References

	Moghaddam & Miri - Tol-e Chega Sofla Cemetery...
	Tol-e Chega Sofla Cemetery 
	Single Burial Graves 
	Multiple Burial Graves 
	The Dead 
	Deformed Skulls 
	Findings
	Final Remarks 
	References

	Saeedi - Proto-Elamite Communities
	Introduction 
	The enigma of the Proto-Elamite tablets 
	Ceramics as other Proto-Elamite  “type fossils”  
	Domestic practices during  the Proto-Elamite horizon in Susa 
	A glimpse of domestic practices in the Proto-Elamite Malyan (TUV Operation) 
	Food preparation and cooking practices in the TUV neighborhood 
	A general living or socializing space in the TUV neighborhood 
	Indoor versus outdoor spaces in the TUV neighborhood  

	Domestic practices at Tappeh Yahya  during the Proto-Elamite horizon 
	A kitchen and a socializing space 
	A glimpse on daily practices performed  in indoor and outdoor spaces of the Proto-Elamite horizon at
	Routine practices and exceptions in the Proto-Elamite horizon of Tappeh Yahya 

	Domestic practices during the Proto-Elamite horizon at Tappeh Hesār 
	Use of space during the  Proto-Elamite horizon in Hesār 

	A general look at daily practices  during the Proto-Elamite horizon in four settlements 
	The process of community formation during the Proto-Elamite horizon 
	Conclusion 
	References 

	Postgate - Tablets and tombs
	Tablets in houses 
	Tablets in palaces 
	Qaṭna 
	Nimrud
	Conclusions
	References

	Papoli & Garazhian - Patterns of Post-Earthquake Domestic Architecture in Bam County (SE Iran)
	Preface
	Concepts and Terms 
	Building Style
	Traditional Style
	Transitional Style
	Modern Style
	Temporary Habitations
	Permanent Buildings

	Study Sample 
	Styles of Domestic architecture in the Pre-Earthquake Settlements of Bam  
	The City of Bam 
	District centers 
	Large Villages 
	Medium villages 
	Small Villages 

	Pre-Earthquake Construction Style and Residents’ Economic Status 
	Post-Earthquake Construction Processes and Stylistic Changes in Bam County 
	1. Fahraj District 
	Changes in the Sizes of Buildings
	The Relationship between the Size of Post--Earthquake Constructions and Socioeconomic Status
	Stylistic Changes in Post-Earthquake Constructions
	Configuration of the New Building Constructions
	Assessment of Building Completion

	2. Narmāshir District 
	Changes in the Sizes of Buildings
	The Relationship between the Size of Post--Earthquake Constructions and Socioeconomic Status
	Assessment of Building Completion

	3. Rigān District 
	Changes in the Sizes of Buildings
	The Relationship between the Size of Post--Earthquake Constructions and Socioeconomic Status
	Stylistic Changes in Post-Earthquake Constructions
	Assessment of Building Completion

	4. Rudāb District 
	Changes in the Sizes of Buildings
	The Relationship between the Size of Post--Earthquake Constructions and Socioeconomic Status
	Stylistic Changes in Post-Earthquake Constructions
	Assessment of Building Completion

	5. Markazi District 
	Changes in the Sizes of Buildings
	The Relationship between the Size of Post--Earthquake Constructions and Socio-economic Status
	Stylistic Changes in Post-Earthquake Constructions


	Aspects of Post-Earthquake -Domestic Architecture and Their Differences -compared to the Pre-Earthqu
	Material Types Used after the Earthquake 
	Types of Residential Buildings and their Durability 

	Changes in the Sizes of Post--Earthquake Buildings in Comparison to Pre-Earthquake Ones 
	The Sizes of the Residential Buildings 

	The Relationship between Socioeconomic status and Changes in Building Size 
	Assessment of Building Completion  
	Residential Building Fences 
	The Fence Situation with Regards to Building Types 
	Residential Area and Fences 
	Exterior Decoration on Residential Buildings 

	Discussion and Conclusion 
	Acknowledgments 
	References


	Intermezzo
	Steele - Early Days

	2. At the Microscale - Find Analysis
	Jauß - Lehm und Lebensmittel
	Einleitung
	Experimentelle Beobachtungen beim -Verschließen von Gefäßen mit Ton 
	Abdichten vs. Abdecken 
	Bewegen und Transportieren 

	Tonverschlüsse im uruk-zeitlichen -Südwestiran 
	Szenario 1: Verschließen und Verhandeln 
	Szenario 2: Tonherstellung und -Tonverwendung 
	Szenario 3: Verschließen und Verwalten 
	Szenario 4: Verschließen und Verzehren 

	Schlussbetrachtungen
	Danksagung
	Literatur 

	Charvát - Thresher of the goddess Sud. An Early Dynastic sealing from Kish
	The inscription of AO 10496 
	The signs BU and BU.gunû in proto-cuneiform writing (ca. 3400-2900 BCE) 
	BU in the ED period (ca. 2900-2334 BCE) 
	Acknowledgments
	Abbreviations
	References

	Thomalsky - Bifazialer Silex:  Zur Kunsttechnik früher Silexschmiede
	Kunstretuschen
	Charakterisierung eines technischen Meisterstücks 
	Wüstenkunst
	Neolithische „Kunstschmiede“ 
	Meister des ripple flaking  
	Literatur

	Abar - A Perfect Circle. Production of Soft-Stone Vessels...
	Introduction
	Early Bronze Age Soft-Stone Vessels 
	Research History 
	Research Direction 
	Methodological Approach 
	Objects under Consideration 
	Discussion
	Dot in Double Circle 
	Coarse Surface Traces 
	Striations on the Surfaces 
	Paths of Production 

	Conclusion
	References

	Miki - The Number of Motif Units on Painted Pottery During the Chalcolithic Period...
	Introduction
	Bakun pottery and painted decoration  
	New approaches to the painted decoration of the Bakun period pottery 
	Methods
	Materials
	Results
	Number of motif units counted directly from well-preserved vessels 
	Number of motif units estimated from drawings 

	Discussion: Diachronic change in the number of motif units 
	Concluding remarks 
	Acknowledgement
	References

	Hessari - A New Lion-man Stamp Seal Impression of Tappeh Sofalin, Central Iranian Plateau
	Introduction
	Tappeh Sofalin 
	The glyptic art of Tappeh Sofalin  
	A stamp seal impression with a lion-human motif 
	Discussion


	Intermezzo
	Pope - Remembrances from the Field - Excavating at Abu Salabikh with Susan Pollock


	II. ... While Keeping The Big Picture
	1. Cultural Interaction and Migration
	Heydari & Ghassidian - Consistency of the “MIS 5 humid corridor model” ...
	Introduction
	Geomorphic and depositional features as signatures of the humid phases in the northwest of the centr
	Playa

	Travertine and tufa formations 
	MP Sites on the landscapes 
	Zavyeh
	Semnan
	Arisman

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References

	Fazeli, Nekouei & Zoshk - Cultural Interactions between Prehistoric Societies of the Central...
	The North Central plateau and  Central Zagros regions during  the 5th millennium BCE 
	Cultural Interactions of the  South Central Iranian Plateau with Fars and southwestern Iran 
	Discussion and Conclusion 
	References 

	Wright - Mesopotamian Interactions through the Perspective of Late8 Uruk Bottles
	Introduction
	A brief introduction to Mesopotamia during the late 4th millennium BCE 
	Production, distribution, and -consumption as seen in Late Uruk Bottles 
	How were Late Uruk bottles made? 
	Were Uruk Bottles transported  between regions? 
	How were Uruk Bottles used? 

	Late Uruk Bottles from four sites 
	Introduction 
	Bottles from Tell Brak on the  Upper Mesopotamian Jazira 
	Bottles from Jebel Aruda on the  Upper Mesopotamian Euphrates 
	Bottles from Nippur on the  Lower Alluvium of Mesopotamia 
	Bottles from Farukhabad on the  Alluvium of Southwestern Iran 

	Initial comparison of the four bottle samples 
	First Step 
	Second Step 
	Third Step 

	Future directions 
	References 

	Castro Gessner & Mittertrainer -Refining the Chronology of Historic Sites of  the Čaača-Meana Survey
	Introduction
	The Čaača-Meana region in brief historical and geographical context 
	Revising the Chronology 
	Sites and Periods 
	Parthian Sites and Pottery (ca. 3rd century BCE - 3rd century CE) 
	Sasanian Sites and Pottery (ca. 3rd - 7th century CE) 
	Early Islamic sites and their pottery (ca. 7th - 12th century CE) 
	Multi-period Sites 


	Conclusions 

	Bray - Imperial Encounters: Historical Contingency, Local Agency, and Hybridity
	Provincial Inca Pottery 
	The Coastal Region 
	The Northern Andean Highlands 
	The Imperial Heartland 
	Agency, Actors, Objects, and Hybrids 
	Concluding Thoughts 
	References


	Intermezzo
	Spielmann - Archaeology Meets World
	Introduction
	Audience: The Loading Dock  
	Policy Case Study: Resilience to Climate Change 
	Practice Case Study: Food Security for Small-Scale Farmers 
	Bearing Witness 
	Bearing Witness with Descendent Communities 
	Bearing Witness of the Past  
	Bearing Witness of the Present 
	Discussion

	Seize the day 
	Materiality
	Time
	Action

	Acknowledgments
	References


	2. Economy, War & Conflict
	Hansen - Bronzezeitliche Deponierungen im westlichen Eurasien
	Einleitung
	Die Öffnung von Perspektiven 
	Zwei Ökonomien in der Bronzezeit? 
	Metallschätze im 3. Jahrtausend v. u. Z. 
	Die Logik der Weihgaben 
	Ausblick
	Danksagung 
	Literatur

	Stöllner, with Aali - Long-term salt mining in Chehrābād...
	Resilient strategies in approaching resource-scapes at the Iranian Highlands: an introduction
	Pastoral and state-driven strategies at the Iranian Highlands 
	The salt mine of Chehrābād: pattern of subsistence and operation periods of long-lasting exploitatio
	The operation periods 
	The logistic/subsistence pattern 

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements
	References

	Yoffee - Notes on “the Eden that never was”
	References 

	Cobb & Steadman - Warfare and Structural Violence in Mississippian-Period Southeastern North America
	Epidemiological Transitions and Structural Violence 
	Mississippian Health and Warfare in the Middle Cumberland Region 
	Conclusion 
	Acknowledgments 
	References 


	Intermezzo
	Kubelková - Being introduced to archaeology in Central Asia


	III. Questionning  the Discipline
	1. Revising Methods –Rethinking Archaeological Discourses
	Hausmair, Misterek & Stern - Kategorisierung und Kategorien in der Archäologie der NS-Zeit
	Von Vorderasien nach Berlin-Tempelhof 
	Kategorisierung und Transformation von Funden 
	Datenbank als Ordnungssystem: Kategorien, Kriterien und Regeln der Zuordnung 
	Transformation der Dinge 
	Zur Kategorisierung der Funde aus den Zwangsarbeitslagern in Tempelhof 
	Objektkategorien - ein funktional-formalistischer Ansatz 
	„Assoziationskategorien“ - ein Versuch der Annäherung an Lebensbereiche in Zwangsarbeitslagern 
	Resümee
	Quellen 
	Literatur

	Schier - Stratigraphy vs taphonomy? Towards an integrative approach to stratification
	Introduction
	The Harris matrix - sequence of deposits 
	Stratigraphic units and interfaces 
	Scalability
	Sediment description, functional interpretation and time scales 

	Taphonomy and assemblage formation 
	Deposit vs assemblage formation - bridging the gap 
	Contamination - a key concept in assemblage stratification 
	Forms and effects of contamination 
	Detecting stratigraphic and/or taphonomic contamination 

	Assessing the probability and extent of contamination 
	Quantifying deposits and assemblages 
	Interpreting deposition and backfill processes 
	Latent factors of contamination 
	Classification of contamination risk 

	Conclusion - expanding the Harris matrix concept 
	References

	Fahimi - From Treasure Hunting to Archaeology as a Science...
	Introduction
	The First Activities of Europeans at Historical-Archaeological Sites and the Qajar’s Reaction 
	Reza Shah and the first Steps towards Establishing a National Archaeological Organization 
	The Role of Iranian Intellectuals in the Appearance of a “National Archaeology” during Reza Shah’s R
	References

	Miera - In dubio pro deo? Ein paar Gedanken über prähistorische Naturheiligtümer
	Einleitung
	Das Konzept des Naturheiligtums 
	Ein alternativer Ansatz: Kriterien zur Identifikation von Ritualorten 
	Von der Lokalität zur Landschaft: das Konzept der Liminalität 
	Das Heidentor von Egesheim, Lkr. Tuttlingen 
	Forschungsgeschichte 
	Ergebnisse der archäologischen Untersuchungen 
	Das Heidentor als Ritualort 
	Der Große Heuberg: -eine liminale Landschaft 

	Abschließende Bemerkungen 
	Literatur

	Burmeister - Hyper-Geschichte. Arminius und die Varusschlacht als Motor nationaler Identitätsbildung
	Die Ausgangslage: Der antike Ereignishorizont 
	Rezeptionsgeschichte 1: Ein deutscher Held im Geburtskanal 
	Rezeptionsgeschichte 2: Kleists Herrmannsschlacht, ein deutsches Heldenepos 
	Rezeptionsgeschichte 3: Geschichte in Stein gemeißelt, in Bronze gegossen 
	Rezeptionsgeschichte 4: Ein nationaler Mythos im Identitäts-vakuum oder Totgeglaubte leben länger 
	Geschichtsmythos und kulturelles Gedächtnis 
	Literatur

	Helwing - What do we talk about when we talk about “proto-Elamite” in the Iranian highlands?
	Preamble
	Introduction
	The original term “proto-Elamite” defined in Susa 
	Proto-Elamite tablets in Tappe Sialk and a different reading of “proto-Elamite” 
	From the Sialk excavations (1933-1937) to the Iranian Revolution (1979) 
	Re-reading Ghirshman: Pierre Amiet’s take on proto-Elamite Sialk 
	After the revolution: time to think 
	Renewed works in Sialk and beyond and their impact 
	New paradigms emerging 
	Conclusion
	References

	Kurbanov - Southern Turkmenistan in The Neolithic Period: A Short Historiographical Review
	Introduction
	Research during the Soviet period 
	Soviet research before World War II 
	Soviet research after World War II 

	After the independence of Turkmenistan 
	Chronology of sites 
	Conclusion 
	References

	Bonatz - Die Lust am Untergang - Assurbanipal und die Dekadenz im Neuassyrischen Reich
	Vorwort
	Vom intellektuellen zum  dekadenten Herrscher 
	Dekadenz im persönlichen  Umfeld des Herrschers 
	Nachwort 
	Literatur


	Intermezzo
	Cyrus & Tollkühn - Neuzeitarchäologie, Unipolitik und die Macht der Lehre...
	Die Wirkung der Grabung an der Harnackstraße  
	Die Wirkung der Fachschaftsinitiativen auf Angestelltenverhältnisse 
	Die Wirkung der Lehre auf die Disziplinen 
	Schlussfolgerung 
	Literatur 


	2. Gender, Public & Postcolonial Archaeology
	Kerner - Is there a glass roof or is it made from clay?
	Gender and feminist approaches - development and interaction 
	The publication record 
	Who publishes in Journals? 
	Who publishes in edited volumes? 
	Who is read and cited? 
	Who makes the decisions? 

	Feminist and Gender studies 
	References

	D'Anna, Rol, Öğüt & Aljader - “Women in a men’s world”: still?
	Introductory remarks and aims of this work 
	Women in archaeological publications: an overview 
	Women in academic archaeological journals - a case-study 
	Preliminary information on the surveyed journals and research methods 
	Rates of female authorship in journals 

	Survey data - aims and preliminary results 
	Acknowledgements 
	References

	Brisch - The Marginalization of Priestesses in Ancient Mesopotamia
	Women and the Priesthood 
	Examples of Lukur/nadītum Priestesses at Nippur 
	Ur III Period (ca. 2112-2004 BCE) 
	Old Babylonian Period (ca. 2004-1595 BCE) 
	Were Lukur/nadītum Priestesses Unmarried and Childless? 
	The Marginalization of Priestesses 
	References

	Frangipane, with Tuna - Public Archaeology: What does it mean?...
	What is a “Public Archaeology”? 
	Public and Community Archaeology Practices  
	Communication at Arslantepe, Malatya (Turkey) 
	The Open Air Museum 
	Local Community involvement 

	The Relationship Between The Local People Of The Orduzu District And Arslantepe
	References 

	Gebel - Translating the Past. The Archaeological Dimensions
	Dimension 1: Archaeological Frameworks
	Dimension 2: Archaeological Dispositions
	Dimension 3: Archaeological Accountability. Acts 
	Dimension 4: Archaeological Terminology
	Dimension 5: Archaeological Translation of the Past
	Afterword
	References

	Hageneuer - Archaeogaming: How Heaven’s Vault changes the “game”
	Introduction
	Historical digital games 
	Lara Croft and Tomb Raider 
	Aliya Elasra and Heaven’s Vault 
	Discussion 
	References 
	Ludography

	Van Dyke & McGuire - Settler Colonialism and Archaeology in North America: Challenges and Progress
	Archaeology and Native America 
	Decolonizing Southwest/ -Northwest Archaeology 
	Challenges
	Stronger Together 
	Conclusion 
	References
	Acknowledgments

	Broadrose - Enabling Decolonization Discourse: Susan Pollock
	References 

	Hamilakis - The redistribution of the sensible: photography and contemporary migration
	References


	Intermezzo
	Mateiciucová & Wilding - A Letter to Susan


	Epilogue
	Bernbeck - Nicht geschrieben und doch geschrieben: Eine Subjektivierungsgeschichte
	Montréal
	Rückwärts Denken 
	Subjektivierungsgeschichten und methodische Fragen  
	Elemente einer Geschichte der Subjektivierungsformen 
	Einwände
	Coda
	Literatur 


