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are dated to the Upper Pleistocene and are 14,223± 
58 years old. Recent re-examination has revealed 

when it was 19 weeks old. This allowed researchers to 
determine how the represented dog was perceived and 

with a serious case of distemper dies in less than three 
et al. 

et al et al. 2019).

puppy skeleton of a dog or a wolf found close to the 
human skeleton of a woman at Ain Mallaha in northern 
Israel (Davis and Valla 1978). The skeleton was dated to 
around 12,000 years ago. Instead, at Hayonim Terrace, 

cases, humans had carried out cruel activities.

documented, dating from the Neolithic to Late 
Antiquity. In this paper, we will mention the most 

1 Introduction

The dog has always played a special role in the 

trust, love, as well as friendship, even if humans can 

sometimes with cruelty. The privileged relationship 

well attested in Antiquity from the Palaeolithic. Dog 

demonstrating, along with the remains and sources 
in literature, frescoes and paintings, films and comics, 

to investigate the most famous contemporary cases 
of legendary dog loyalty, like those of Achiko, Pal’ma, 

2 Archaeological findings

Some of the most famous dog remains were found at 
1. They 

1 This work aimed to assess all findings of dogs associated with human 

position, completeness of the skeleton, description of the individual 

differences among the different contexts and periods. Several articles 
in this volume deal extensively with these issues, see Bona et al., 
Latini et al., Giardino and Zappatore, so we have preferred to cite 

the emotive nature of the topic.
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hunter’, placed on his owner’s feet, together with 
et al. 2014, 

Bona et al. this volume) and in Ripoli (Teramo), where 

in central and southern Italy, such as the cases of 

et al

del Curato-via Cinquefrondi (Rome). One of these 

devoid of the head. The other was turned on the left 
side and still in anatomical connection (Anzidei et al. 
2007).

In the following centuries (Bronze and Iron age), dogs 

Cetona (Siena) and the adult dogs and puppies found 

et al.

infant found in the necropolis of Amelia (Terni) and 
dated to the 4th-3rd century BC (Salari et al. 2014). 

playmate.

The dog takes on special significance in contexts where 

(Peltuinum-Aquila and Lugnano in Teverina), where 
this animal likely had magical or therapeutic value in 

in other archaeological contexts (Kolonos Agoraios of 

of a purification ritual for the premature (Soren et al. 

Migliorati et al. et al. et al. 
2018).

The dog cemetery found at Ashkelon in Israel is 

share many characters with the modern Canaan Dog, 
perhaps representing the ancestral population from 

known ancient dog cemetery known in the world. It 
is usually mentioned to refer to the reputed healing 

a sacrifice of the dog with the function of guardian to 

of the faithful companions of the deceased. In this 

to preserve the memory and affection of the dog, in the 

Mazzorin and Minniti 2006).

humans, were found in various necropolises of the 

only to dogs are also well documented in ancient 
Greece (Trantalidou 2006).

3 Ancient sources

Several writers mention the loyalty of dogs to their 
masters (Minniti 2022: 174–186). Plutarch (Them. 10, 
9–10) reports the sacrifice of the dog of Xanthippe, 

of his master due to the invasion of the Persians and 

the effects of the journey2.

Aelian tells of the affection of Polyarchos for his dogs 
(VH 8, 4) and tells of the funerals of the dogs of the 
philosopher Lakydès (NA 7, 41). Many qualities were 
recognised in the animal, defined in every age as the 

nat. deor. 2, 

does all this mean except that the dog was created to 
Canum vero tam fida custodia 

Ancient sources follow the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae (TLL - 

De natura deorum
De natura animalium De natura animalium

Republica De amore prolis vita di Temistocle
De re rustica.
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tamque amans dominorum adulatio tantumque odium in 
externos et tam incredibilis ad investigandum sagacitas 
narium, tanta alacritas in venando quid significat aliud, nisi 
se ad hominum commoditates esse generatos).

NA 7, 38), Quintus Smyrnaeus (16, 281), Plutarch 
(moralia, De amore prolis 2, 40), Lucretius (5, 862), and 
Varro (res rusticae 2, 9) all praise the memory of the 
dog, the only animal that recognises its name, as well 
as its loyalty and devotion to the master. Instead, the 

graves for his dogs and most loyal horses (
Hadr. 20). It is also well documented in some funeral 
inscriptions composed for companionship dogs.

Also in Greek literature, the courage and loyalty of 
dogs are praised. The episode of Ulysses when he 
had just arrived in Ithaca and was only recognised 

R. 

model for the guardians of his Ideal City. In Spartan 
society, hunting dogs were considered strictly private 
property, and anyone using them needed to receive the 
consent of their master.

4 Modern and contemporary times

and the creation of dogs that were perfectly responsive 
in appearance and character to the needs of man. This 

that highlight the loyalty to the master, even when he 

has lost its master.

Among the most famous historical examples are the 

3

of Prussia (1712–1786)4 (Santi 1999). A faithful dog 
is often represented on the funerary monuments of 
famous people, and since the 19th century, the custom 

such as in Hyde Park in London5.

Viewed 10 May 2020, 

Viewed 10 May 2020, https://learnearnandreturn.wordpress.
com/2011/05/25/old-fritz-and-his-dogs/

Viewed 10 May 2020, https://funlondontours.com/the-victorian-
pet-cemetery-of-hyde-park/

written6. Among these is the well-known story of 
Hachiko, the Akita dog who, following the unexpected 

for him every day for ten years (from 1925 to 1935) at 
7. The story has had 

Always linked to the ‘railway’ is the famous case of 
Lampo, the travelling dog. On a sunny August day in 

of Campiglia Marittima (Livorno). It was immediately 

always returned to the station to spend the night. In 
the morning, he used to accompany Virna, Barlettani’s 

a train to stop, and the railway compartment ordered 

months, the dog, sick and malnourished, reappeared in 

of the national and international press and the dog was 

A statue was erected in his honour at the station of 
Campiglia Marittima (Barlettani 2014).

Another case is that of Pal’ma, a female German 

the airport of Vnukov, even if it is not very famous in 

veterinary certificate. Its master left anyway, leaving 

the airport and ran to meet all the Il-18 in the hope of 
seeing its master again, who never returned. In 1976, 

Rost spread the story of Pal’ma throughout the 
Soviet Union8. Hundreds of touched readers wrote 

Vera Arseniivna Kotljarevskaja, an activist from the 
Society for the Protection of Animals and professor of 

the airport and decided to stay a week on the spot to 

Viewed 10 May 2021, https://www.farmersjournal.ie/greyfriars-

8 
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Pal’ma had three puppies and lived with Vera until the 
dog’s death.

5 Story of Tommy

railwayman, Bernardo Gengarelli, who worked at the 

Mazzorin9

after life-changing events linked to the Second World 
War, managed to return to Pescara with his family at the 
end of hostilities. His newfound peace did not last long, 

day for five years, Bernardo went to the cemetery of 

morning he walked to the cemetery to lie down on the 

the evening. After a few months, however, he was also 

9 
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Section 4 
 Dogs: Archaeological and  

Archaeozoological Cases

Detail from Saliari et al. fig. 7 (chapter 4.4): Roman tile with footprints 


