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01 Presentation
This 6th edition of the Critic|all Conference, titled Grapho-
Logics: Deepening into Architecture’s Visual Research 
Methods, consolidates the initiative launched more than a 
decade ago by the Architectural Design Department of the 
Madrid School of Architecture at the Universidad Politécnica 
de Madrid (ETSAM–UPM) to provide an international forum 
for architectural criticism.

The conference expands its scope as a site of knowledge 
production, from which relevant voices are brought together 
around the topic proposed for each edition. This year, it takes 
the form of a joint event co-organized with the Department of 
Architecture and Design of the Politecnico di Torino (DAD–
PoliTO), which hosts the conference at its facilities in the 
Castello del Valentino.

We would like to thank all participants for their work and 
trust, as well as the members of the Scientific Committee for 
their effort and commitment. We also wish to reinforce the 
idea contained in the conference’s name: Critic|all is both 
a call for criticism and a call for all. An appointment that, 
beyond the scope of each edition, we hope will contribute to 
strengthening a broader debate on the role of architecture in 
the present context.

The Organizing Team
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02 Call for Papers

grapho-logics
deepening into architecture’s visual research methods 

The growing fascination about visuality is a global trend that 
has no signs of slowing down in a context in which images 
are consumed and replaced at the same frenetic speed at 
which they are produced. The recent impact of AI on this 
continuous flow only reinforces it and, at the same time, 
presents the phenomenon as an inevitable fact, with hardly 
any mechanisms for critical evaluation of all this visual 
material.
The general shift from text to images could be read 
as withdrawal from criticality towards sheer visuality, 
contributing to generate an implied context of unspoken 
words and concepts that nevertheless determines research 
agendas.

Almost forty years have passed since Robin Evans’ 
revindication of the distinctive power of drawings as a 
‘medium’. According to Evans, drawings work as translators 
between architectural ideas and their built result, even at 
the price of needing to be considered as an autonomous 
and sometimes contradictory outcome of the architect’s 
work. The problems of translation multiply when the visual 
and other sensorial information embedded in drawing and 
architecture are processed by language, the primal critical 
tool. The image that opened Evans’ famous 1986 article, 
a photograph of Jasper Jones’ sculpture The Critic Sees 
(1961), stresses such problems by suggesting the ironical 
distortion of vision produced by linguistic anxiety. Critical 
vision, represented by plastic glasses, is ultimately blinded 
by words: two gesticulating mouths replace the eyes behind 
the glasses, the critic’s speech replaces observation. 

Observation together with the possibility of evaluating and 
processing visual information, are frequently inhibited by the 
need to verbalize, and thus to define, classify, categorize, 
also in architecture. The tendency, accelerated by 
communication technology and media since the 1960s, can 
be exemplified by the compulsive tagging of architectural 
forms, graphics and images in social media and the 
consequent abortion of critical analysis. In this context, it 
is urgent to put the visual-graphical information back at the 
core of architectural criticism, either as a source, as a tool 
or as a result of critical research. 

Grapho-logics claims the power of graphical, and more 
generally visual materials to embed and unveil not only 
the hidden subjectivities and tacit features of architecture 
(similar to the ones the science of graphology investigates) 
but also the logics of design, its rational split into parts 
and processes, the kind of objectivation that allows 
explicit communication and the advancement of collective 
knowledge.

The recognition of the potential of any graphic document as 
beholder of a specific knowledge can be addressed 

in different ways. One of them leads to fetishization of 
the original and reinforcement of authorship, therefore 
aligning architecture with artistic activity. This could be 
exemplified by what happened in the late 1970’s with the 
so called “paper architecture”, that ended up entering the 
very circuits of the art market. Another completely different 
approach would be to confront these documents with the 
physical objects they supposedly represent, evaluating 
their efficiency as tools to envision realities that did not exist 
prior to them, what in Evan’s terms would be labelled as 
the “principle of reversed directionality” of the architectural 
drawing. Of course, if we admit that the graphic condition is 
intrinsically more open to interpretation than language, we 
should also be prepared to accept some amount of fidelity 
loss. Such capacity to leave traces of hidden intentions, 
uncompleted hopes or simple mistakes is far more easily 
recognized in handmade drawings. Therefore, in a context 
where architecture’s disciplinary toolbox is more and more 
digitalized, any of these two alternatives will need to deal 
with the role of archives as the privileged custodians of an 
almost closed set of research materials.
Finally, a third, perhaps more coherent, way of claiming the 
potentialities of drawing as a primary source of inquiry might 
be to recognize that visual research methods can generate 
evidence that other methods cannot. Critical evaluation 
of any architectural concern can involve genuine graphic 
results produced by the research itself, bringing new 
inquiries into the conversation. But is it possible to overcome 
the fever of the diagram, the routine of the genealogical 
scheme, or the uniform display for comparative purposes?

The 6th edition of the Critic|all Conference welcomes 
contributions that critically address the logics underlying the 
graphic material that revolves around architecture, either 
through the study of original drawings or the production 
of new ones that shed light on a work, specific project, 
building or author.

The most basic structure should present the document 
under scrutiny, explain the reasons that justify the choice, 
formulate new interpretations or perspectives stemming 
from it, support these with arguments or new graphic 
content and bring the paper to a conclusion.
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03 Conference  
Program

Registration

Introduction

panel #1
Beyond the Diagram 

              
Mariapaola Michelotto

Università Iuav di Venezia, Venice, Italy

Joseph Smithard 
 Anhalt University of Applied Sciences, Dessau, 

Germany

Zeila Tesoriere 
Università degli Studi di Palermo, Palermo, Italy

Tomás Rodríguez 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Madrid, Spain

             Session Chair: Alessandro Armando 
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

           
Coffee Break 

panel #2
Underneath the Urban

Filippo Cattapan 
EPFL, Lausanne, Switzerland

Valerio Della Scala
Politecnico di Torino, Turin, Italy

Deborah Giunta & Gianluca Burgio
Università Kore di Enna, Enna, Italy

Aikaterini (Katerina) Antonopoulou (1) 
& Sebastián Aedo (2)

(1) University of Liverpool, UK (2) University of 
Portsmouth, UK

Fernando Altozano García  
& Carmen Espegel Alonso

Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Madrid, Spain

Cecilia Rosa, Flavio Graviglia & Flavia Sinibaldi
Roma Tre University, Rome, Italy 

     Session Chair: Antonio Di Campli 
Politecnico di Torino, italy

Lunch Break

panel #3
Around the Digital

Alberto Álvarez-Agea 
Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, Madrid, Spain

Franziska Kopf
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Karlsruhe, Germany

Emma Larcelet
EPFL, Lausanne, Switzerland

Room 4V

 

Room 4V

Electric Dreams
Rethinking wiring diagrams and their affordances

All Scales Considered
How Solar Infrastructure Reorganises Space from 
German Fields to Global Networks

The Operative Atlas in Architecture
An inchoative medium to elicit graphical forms 
of knowledge 

Drawing on the Evolutionary Tree.  
The currency of the architectural chronogram today

Discussion

Bar Valentino (included)

Room 4V

Interwoven Economies between Visible and Verbal.  
The role of Urban Collages in Post-War Transatlantic 
Discourse

The search for a weak legacy. 
Drawing as a tool to reorient readings of urban space  
in Tirana 

Mapping as Inquiry: On Cartography, Data, 
and the Lives of Urban Lines 

Re-Writing the Ground through Environmental 
Collective Action: Glasgow and the COP26

Diagrams across the depth scale in urban housing 

Urban morpho-graphy. A methodology for interpreting  
and transforming collective spaces

Discussion 

Free time for lunch

Room 4V

The Digital Image in Architecture as an Autonomous 
Reality. A Comparative Reading of Dionisio González 
and Filip Dujardin

Photorealistic Imagery in Architecture: Toward 
a Critical Vocabulary

Lines in Dimensions. Models, Displays and Wireframe 
Visualizations

THURSDAY 29·01·2026
All schedule indicates local time in Turin, IT (UTC/GMT +1 hour) 
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09:00 - 09:10

09:10 - 10:35
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11:00 - 13:10

11:05
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11:35
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12:35 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:30 

14:30 - 16:20

14:35 
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Maya Alam (1) & Daniele Profeta (2)
(1) Bergische University Wuppertal, 

Wuppertal, Germany
(2) Syracuse University, Florence, Italy

Miloš Kostić
Independent researcher, Munich, Germany

Session Chair: Milena Farina
Università di Roma Tre, Italy

Coffee Break

Key-note Lecture
Helen Thomas

Cocktail

Il Disegno dei Punti

Drawing the Erased. Speculative Detailing  
in Modernist Heritage Interpretation

Discussion

Bar Valentino (included)

Room 1V
The Dance of the Machine

Al Pero Imbarco sul Po (included)
Viale Virgilio, 53 - 10126 Torino

15:20

15:35

15:50 - 16:10

16:10 - 17:00

17:00 - 19:00

19:00 - 21:00

panel #4
Into the Archive

Caterina Padoa Schioppa
Sapienza University of Roma, Rome, Italy

Vincenzo Moschetti
Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy

J. Igor Fardin (1) & Richard Lee Peragine (2)
(1) Woolf, Philosophy, GCAS, Dublin, Ireland

(2) Università degli Studi di Ferrara, Ferrara, Italy

Gabriel Hernández
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Madrid, Spain

Alessandro Brunelli 
Università degli Studi di Ferrara, Ferrara, Italy

Session Chair: Edoardo Piccoli
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

Coffee Break

panel #5
Behind Graphic Codes

Oscar Andrade Castro & Raul Castro Vásquez
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso, 

Valparaíso, Chile

Javier De Andrés
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Madrid, Spain

Juan José David Vásquez & Haitam Daoudi 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Madrid, Spain

Laura Mucciolo
University of Ferrara, Department of Architecture, 

Ferrara, Italy

Emanuela Vassallo
Università degli Studi di Palermo, Palermo, Italy

 Nerma Cridge (1) & Peter Šenk (2)
(1) Architectural Association School of Architecture, 

London, UK (2) University of Maribor, Faculty of 
Civil Engineering, Transportation Engineering and 
Architecture, Department of Architecture, Maribor, 

Slovenia; University of Ljubljana, Faculty of 
Architecture, Slovenia

Session Chair: Francesca Frassoldati
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

Lunch Break

Round Table

Coffee Break

Key-note Lecture
Pippo Ciorra

Room 4V

Operative visual practices.
Chronicle of an experiment in critical thinking

Peter Märkli: Aphasia
Error as a Method, Drawing as a Sentence

An Architecture of Loss. Life, Nature and Politics  
in Giancarlo De Carlo’s drawings

From Research to Design: Analysis of Team 4 
Architects’ data visualisation strategies through 
Reports, Charts and Diagrams (1963-1967)

Redrawing Giotto’s ambiguity. Luigi Moretti, other 
practices and the formative process

Discussion

Bar Valentino (included)

Room 4V

Cutting and Fitting: Architectural Thinking through 
Photomontage at the UCV Institute of Architecture, 
Chile

Drawing as a Design and Research Tool from Energy 
and Environmental Perspectives

The Ideologies of Representation
Cosmopolitical Assemblages and Absolute Forms in 
Architectural Drawing

Drawing the Last Island. Unbuilt Architecture in Cedric 
Price’s Two Tree Island

Drawing as an act of knowledge. The exploration  
of MAAM in Flores and Prats’ Workshop

Counter Representation
Imageability in the age of representational turns

Discussion

Free time for lunch

Room 4V

Bar Valentino (included)

Salone d’Onore
Iconophobia. Architecture and  
the Politics of Representation

09:00 - 10:40

09:05

09:20

09:35

09:50

10:05

10:20 - 10:40

10:40 - 11:10

11:10 - 13:10

11:15

11:30

11:45

12:00

12:15

12:30

12:45 - 13:10

13:10 - 14:30

14:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:00

17:00 - 19:00

FRIDAY 30·01·2026
All schedule indicates local time in Turin, IT (UTC/GMT +1 hour) 
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