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CHAPTER 13. SURFACE FINISHES, INTERIOR WOODWORK

“It is first and foremost, the recognition of this architectural value of the 
external surfaces of artefacts composed of multiple parts, each in strict 
rapport with the others and inseparable from them, which leads to the 
direct consequence of the necessity of intervention and, therefore, of 
studying and considering the surfaces of the architecture, as a question 
of real and proper restoration. Thus it would not be appropriate to tackle 
the issue of the treatment of surfaces of edifices as a separate problem”.

From MURATORE O., The colour of the historical town, in Methodical 
approach to the restoration of Historic Architecture, edited by Bellanca 
C., Firenze 2011, p. 41.

SURFACE FINISHES

 ‒ SURFACE CONSOLIDATION

 ‒ PLASTER

 ‒ PAVEMENTS

 ‒ INTERIOR WOODWORK

SURFACE CONSOLIDATION

CEERAMIC ELEMENTS TO FIX SURFACES

Fig. 2. From A. Ugolini, 
“Ceramica per l’architettura, 
L’uso sperimentale dei 
prodotti ceramici ‘avanzati’ 
nel restauro delle opere 
d’arte (1988-1995)”, in 
Materiali e strutture, n. 12, 
anno 2017, p. 68. 

Fig. 1. Escuela-Taller San 
Isidoro, León, Acabados, 
Diputación de León, 1999.
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PLASTER

The most common work is the “intonaco” with three layers called “rinzaffo”, 
“arriccio” and “intonachino”. There are many ways to finish it. A particular 
way to finish is “affresco”, with the last layer with paint.

STUCCO:

- WORK PROCESS:

1. Creation of a floating render with lime mortar in mixed paste or mortar.
2. Application of the first layer of lime and marble sand with granulometry 

of 1.2 mm.
3. Floating.

Fig. 3. Escuela-Taller San 
Isidoro, León, Acabados, 

Diputación de León, 1999.

(1)



259Chapter 13. Surface  finishes: Interior Woodwork 

4. Application of the second layer of lime and marble sand with granulometry 
of 0.8 mm.

5. Floating. 
6. Render with lean lime mass and marble sand with 0.8 mm granulometry.
7. Floating to achieve a regular surface.
8. Application with the trowel of the third layer or coating of fat mass 

composed of lime, dust and marble sand with a granulometry of 0.8 mm.
9. Re-floating with the grout.
10. Washing the fresh facing with a trowel wet in water, plumb and level.
11. Burnished with esparto brush or brush, plumb and level.

Fig. 4. Escuela-Taller San 
Isidoro, León, Acabados, 
Diputación de León, 1999.
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IMITATION STUCCO

Faux brick stucco can be executed with a red plaster with the joints cut with 
a knife. This type of stucco was very popular during the Baroque, and was 
even used to cover facades built with low quality brick.

Fig. 5. Escuela-Taller San 
Isidoro, León, Acabados, 

Diputación de León, 1999.

(2)
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TRADITIONAL LIME IRONED STUCCO

Ironed stucco, also called burnished, hot-ironed stucco or “by fire”, is a 
technique with which surfaces are obtained with an incredibly bright texture, 
achieved thanks to the heating, with special irons, of coconut soap mixed with 
water, lime and pigments.

There are many other ways of finishing the surface and also decoration elements 
with volume in plaster.

Fig. 6. Escuela-Taller San 
Isidoro, León, Acabados, 
Diputación de León, 1999.
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PAVEMENTS

OLD AND NEW JOINT

Figs. 9-10. Pavement of 
Library of Santa María de 

Carracedo Monastry, Leon, 
Spain. Restoration by 

Susana Mora 
and S. Perez Arroyo. 

Photos by Susana Mora.

Figs. 7-8. Cloister of 
Santa María de Carracedo 

Monastry, Leon, Spain. 
Restoration by Susana 
Mora and Salvador P. 

Arroyo. Photos by Susana 
Mora.

(3)
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INTERIOR WOODWORK

DOORS WITH SIMPLE LINING WITH CROSS-TIES

WINDOW OF MEZZANINE

Fig. 11. Designs by 
G. Palmerio. From G. 
Carbonara, Atlante del 
restauro architettonico, 
V. II, Utet, Torino 2004, 
C.7, pp. 326, 331.

Fig. 12. Designs by 
G. Palmerio. From G. 
Carbonara, Atlante del 
restauro architettonico, 
V. II, Utet, Torino 2004, 
C.7, pp. 326, 331.

Fig. 13. From 
Donald Insall, Living 
Buildings, Architectural 
Conservation: Philosophy, 
Principles and Practice, 
Victoria, 2008.

(4)
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NOTES

We have a essential historic bibliography: Il colore nell’edilizia storica. Riflessioni e ricerche 
sugli intonaci e le coloriture, in “Bollettino d’Arte”. Suppl. n. 6, 1984; La conservazione 
degli intonaci nel restauro architettonico: problemi metodologici e tecnici, dal rilevamento 
alle procedure di intervento, study convention, Soprintendenza per i Beni Ambientali e 
Architettonici di Venezia e dal Save Venice Inc., (Venezia 5-6 octobre 1984), Venezia 
1984; MORA L., MORA P., PHILIPPOT P., Conservation of Wall Paintings, London 
1984; BISCONTIN S., (edited by), L’intonaco, storia, cultura tecnologia, Acts of the 
study convention, Bressanone 24-27 giugno,1985, Padova 1985, LAURENZI TABASSO 
M., Le indagini scientifiche per la conservazione degli intonaci, in Cardilli L., a cura di, 
Coloriture e trattamenti degli edifici storici a Roma, acts of the study convention Roma 
27-28 maggio 1987, Quaderni di AU, Roma 1990; PHILIPPOT P., Les coulors de Rome, in 
Bullettin de L’Académie Royale de Belgique, Classe de Beaux Arts, series 5, LXX, 1988, 
10-12, p. 260; Caring for Your Historic House, Heritage preservation and National Park 
Service, editor C. E. Fischer and H. C. Miller, New York 1998; see in particular Plaster; 
FALZONE P. (edited by), Colore architettura ambiente, Esiti, problematiche, conoscenza, 
conservazione e progetto delle finiture dipinte e del colore nella città storica e nella città 
moderna in Italia e in Europa, acts of the study convention, Genova 30 sep-1 oct, 2004, 
Roma 2008; AA.VV., El Palacios de dos Aguas claves de su Restauracion, sl. in Spain; 
GASPAROLI P., Le superfici esterne degli edifici: degradi, criteri di progetto, tecniche 
di manutenzione, Alinea Editrice, Firenze 2002; FEIFFER C., La conservazione delle 
superfici intonacate: il metodo e le tecniche, Skira, 1997;

1) ESPOSITO D., Malte, intonaci e stucchi, B.3, in Atlante del Restauro Architettonico, 
volume, pp. 75-101; and also see: ESPOSITO. D., Finiture diverse, C.8, in Atlante del 
Restauro Architettonico, volume, diretto da Carbonara G., Torino 2004, pp. 368-396;

2) PALMERIO G., Elementi di finiture diverse, sezione c.7, in Atlante del Restauro 
architettonico, volume, diretto da Carbonara G., Torino 2004, pp. 346-367;

3) Joining old and new pavements. Library in the Monasterio de Carracedo, Leon. The 
cloister with rest of old pavements and archeologic rests. (Project and direction of works 
S. Perez Arroyo and Susana Mora);

4) PALMERIO G., Elementi, C7, in Atlante del Restauro Architettonico, volume, diretto da 
Carbonara G., Torino 2004, pp. 312, 325-342.

M. BINNEY, Save Britains Heritage 1975-2005. 30 years of companying, London 2006.

F. MARMO, L’innovazione nel consolidamento, Roma 2003.

Paring - a guide the repair of historic buildings, advice series, published by Stationery Office, 
Dublin, Ireland 2015.

Windows - a guide to the repair of historic buildings, advice series, Dublin 2007.

Maintenance - a guide to the repair of historic buildings, advice series, Dublin 2007.
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