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Κεντρική Κρήτη

 Φαιστός

Central Crete

Phaistos



Haghia Photini and the ‘urban’ development of 
Phaistos: an up-to-date survey. A venture 

by “Progetto Festos” and INSTAP1

Alessandro Greco & Orazio Palio

Introduction
Within the Italian-Greek synergasia, entitled “Ricognizioni archeologi

che italo-greche nella città e nel territorio di Phaistos” (undertaken by the 
Ephorate of Heraklion and the Italian Archaeological School at Athens),2 
new efforts were conducted in 2015-2016 on the site of Haghia Photini, 
at Phaistos, in order to prepare the archaeological area for restoration. 
The work was conducted by a composite team of the University of Saler-
no (directed by Fausto Longo) and the University of Rome (directed by 
Alessandro Greco),3 with assistance from INSTAP as a project.4

The main aim of this paper is to report the first results and delib-
erations based on the work done on the western part of this site, the 
so-called “Minoan quarter” (fig. 1).

The site of Haghia Photini is located on the north-eastern slope of the 
hill of the Palace of Phaistos. The area takes its name from a church 
dedicated to Haghia Photia, nowadays known as Haghia Photini, which 

1	 Title of the Project “Out of the Palace: an archaeological investigation of the town of 
Phaistos from the Minoan to the Postpalatial Age. The so-called quarters of Haghia 
Photinì and Chalara”, directed by Alessandro Greco.

2	 For details, see Greco & Betto 2015; Bredaki, Longo & Benzi 2009; Bredaki, Longo & 
Benzi 2010; Longo 2015a; Longo 2015b.

3	 During the missions conducted at Haghia Photini and Chalara in 2015 and 2016, 
the structure of the project and the teams involved were: Emanuele Greco (director 
of the Italian Archaeological School at Athens), director of the Project; Maria Bredaki 
(director of the 23rd Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities), director of the 
Project; Fausto Longo (University of Salerno), field director; Alessandro Greco (Uni-
versity of Rome ‛La Sapienza’), leader of the INSTAP Project. The University of Salerno 
team directed by Fausto Longo was composed of: Lorenzo Arbezzano, Gloria Bolzo-
ni, Ida Campanile, Ilaria Cangiano, Federico Carbone, Andrea Cerrone, Federica Di 
Biase, Angelique Falatakis, Federica Iannone, Lorette Hehn, Maurizio Musio, Alberto 
Olivieri, Claudia Palmieri, Marta Pollio, Amedeo Rossi, and Ivan Tornese. The INSTAP 
Project and the University of Rome ‛La Sapienza’ team, directed by Alessandro Greco, 
was composed of: Andrea Betto (ArcSat), Alexia Giglio (University of Rome ‛La Sapi-
enza’), Natalia Manzano (University of Rome ‛La Sapienza’), Orazio Palio (University of 
Catania), Mattia Pavan (ArcSat), Francesca Porta (University of Rome ‛La Sapienza’), 
Emanuela Santaniello (Soprintendenza di Ercolano), Vincenzo Valente (ArcSat). The 
geomagnetic survey was carried out by Gianluca Catanzariti, Francesco Pericci and 
Matteo Sordini (ATS Services).

4	 Other financing: University of Salerno, Dipartimento di Scienze del Patrimonio Cultur-
ale; ‛La Sapienza’ University of Rome; Italian Ministry of Culture; ONLUS – Gli amici 
di Minosse e Radamanto (www.festos.eu); Galdieri Auto.
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lies ca. 80 meters north of the Palace, at a lower level (by some 20 m). 
The first archaeological remains in the area were found in 1902 by the 
Italian archaeologist, Luigi Pernier, near the old church. To the east of 
the church, Pernier excavated some buildings which he defined “Hellen-
ic”5 – that is to say neither Minoan nor Mycenaean – while, to the west, he 
discovered two walls and a column-base connected to a floor of gypsum 
that, in his opinion, belonged to the last “pre-Mycenaean” phase6 (fig. 2). 
Near these buildings, to the west, ran what was defined as a road that 

5	 For the buildings of this phase see Longo 2020.
6	 Pernier 1904, 322: “Al livello più basso si trova un muro, spesso m. 0,80, il quale si 

avanza da sud-ovest verso nordest e termina con un pilastro in pietra calcare, costitu-
ito da due blocchi sovrapposti. In corrispondenza al pilastro, a ovest, distante da esso 
m. 1,87 (') rimane al posto una base di colonna, di forma cilindrica, in pietra calcare 
come l’anta. Parallelo alla linea della colonna e del pilastro, a nord, corre poi un altro 
muro, in gran parte distrutto, e ad est del pilastro stesso si conservano tracce dell’an-
tico pavimento a grandi placche di gesso alabastrino. … gli oggetti trovati nello scavo 
ci permettono altresì di riportare tali avanzi all’ultimo periodo premiceneo”. From the 
images and the pottery found, the building could be dated from MM III to LM I (Orazio 
Palio, personal communication). While, on our surveys, the “Hellenic” building cited 
by Pernier to the east of the church has already been identified, the “pre-Mycenaean” 
one has not.
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Fig. 1 :  The area of Haghia Photini



connected this area of the hill to the 
north-eastern part of the palace, 
18 m higher, from the west7 (fig. 3).

The archaeological area of the 
so-called “Minoan quarter” of 
Haghia Photini lies a few meters to 
the north of these remains, down 
the hill, just behind the first chicane 
of the road leading to the Palace. It 
was not discovered by the first Ital-
ian archaeologists, but only on the 
occasion of the construction of the 
modern road, in the 1950s, when it 
was excavated by a team directed 
by Doro Levi, between 1954 and 
1958. In 1994, part of the archae-
ological site, east of the “Minoan 
quarter” was excavated by Tomasel-
lo to explore some Iron Age furnaces 
(Tommasello 1996, see also La Rosa 
1998-2000). Since 1994, no further 
excavation had been done.

The 2015 and 2016 campaigns
During the summer of 2015 and 2016, the Phaistos Project teams 

started the campaign of archaeological clearing and documentation of 
the site. The work consisted of cleaning, recording and describing all the 
buildings, structures and sections that are still visible and, finally creat-
ing a complete study, photogrammetry and plan of the site, incorporat-
ing new aerial photography. These works are presented by a member of 
the team, Federica Di Biase, in this volume (Di Biase 2020). 

The cleaning of the area allowed us to identify a small portion of a Pre-
palatial structure, neither indicated nor documented during the 1950s 
work, in the eastern part of the Protopalatial room β. The study of the 
stratigraphy of the walls further revealed that, during the Protopalatial 
7	 Pernier 1904, 323: “Sulla stessa china settentrionale, un poco ad ovest del gruppo di 

costruzioni ora descritte, si sono scoperte, per un tratto di m. 2,50, le tracce d’una 
strada antica, la quale saliva da ovest verso l’angolo nordest del colle. Il tratto con-
servato si trova a circa m. 18 più in basso rispetto al piano principale del palazzo; al 
suo limite esterno, cioè sul fianco nord, è sostenuto da una salda muraglia d’opera 
incerta, larga un metro e alta più di due; è lastricato con placche poligonali di calcare 
ed ha una leggera pendenza dalla parte del muro di sostruzione. In corrispondenza 
a questo, un altro muro in elevazione doveva servire per sostenere il sovrapposto 
terrapieno, ma noi non ne abbiamo rinvenuto alcun vestigio, cosicché non è possibile 
di precisare l’ampiezza originaria della strada, la quale por altro – a giudicare dal 
lastricato che si conserva – non era meno larga di m. 4,10”.
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Fig. 2 :  Walls and column-base of the later 
“Mycenaean” phase (Pernier 1904, 322)

Fig. 3 :  The road found by Pernier 
(Pernier 1904, 322)
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phase, some minimal changes had been made to the main building, 
particularly in the area of the rooms α-β and γ-δ-ε. 

In his final publication, Levi (1976, 645) described the north wall of 
the room ε, 1.75 m thick, as being set against the south wall of β, 60 cm 
thick, allowing Ilaria Caloi (2005, 22) to suppose that the complex of 
γ-δ-ε could be later than the rooms α-β. 

From our study it emerges, on the contrary, that the wall between β 
and ε is one, and runs from east to west, creating the division between 
γ-δ-ε (to the south) and α-β (to the north) (fig. 4). The thickness registered 
by Levi, principally concerning its easternmost part (between ε and β), 
is probably due to a misunderstanding of the function of a low ‘wall’ 
against the northern wall of room ε. Interpreted by Levi as the northern 
wall of the room itself, it is probably better seen as a bench, very similar 
to that we can observe in the northern part of room δ. It could indeed go 
with the small part of a bench discovered by Levi in the northern wall of 
room γ (Levi 1976, 634 in his comment to fig. 1028). In his publication, 
Levi (1955, 161) also describes a low bench, poorly preserved, against 
the south wall of the same room. 

We are able to infer first that these two complexes of rooms were con-
temporary, contrary to the hypothesis of Caloi (2005, 22), while a plausi-
ble change of function can be observed as concerns the inner disposition 
of rooms γ-δ-ε. During the cleaning operations we could already observe 
that the rooms γ-δ-ε, limited to the north and south by the longer walls, 
originally made one long room, with the system of benches on its north 
wall, as cited above. Only later was this long room divided into three 
smaller units, as demonstrated by the irregular partition walls that run 
over part of the northern bench itself, and that abut on the north and 
south main walls (Di Biase 2016, 131-136). 

Thus, we may deduce that the original plan of the building was a 
single room, ca. 9 m x ca 2.5 m, with a long northern bench and, at 
least, a small bench along the western part of the southern wall. With 
due care, this “hall” perhaps could be compared with the more impres-
sive CVII hall, which lies south of the “Acropoli Mediana” (see now 
Baldacci 2017). These halls share approximately the same chronology 
(Caloi 2005, 27-28; Baldacci 2017, 77-82) – MM IB-MM IIA for Haghia 
Photini and MM IIA-MM IIB for the rooms CVI-CVII; they have the same 
dimensions (γ-δ-ε is ca. 9 m x ca. 2.5 m while CVII is 8.5 x 1.8m), the 
same presence of a system of long benches along the walls and, finally, 
topographically, they are both located in close proximity to the main 
entrance of the areas of the palace – the CVII hall lies ca. 100 m to the 
west of the western court, while γ-δ-ε lies ca. 100 north of the northeast-
ern area of the palace, and particularly of room 103 (Palio 2012).

At the same time, as Orazio Palio suggests (Palio 2012), the Protopa-
latial building displays interesting functional and architectural similar-
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ities with the later building of the Neopalatial phase (LM IB), and par-
ticularly with its rooms η and ζ (whose south-western corner overlaps 
the north-eastern corner of room ε), which could testify to a continuity 
in the use of the area and of its buildings.

If these suggestions can be considered valid, it is interesting to ana-
lyze the possible analogies in the position, function and the evolution of 
these buildings within the general architectonical tradition of Phaistos 
between Protopalatial (γ-δ-ε and CVII) and Neopalatial times (η and ζ ).

Another important result, achieved by our work on the field, concerns 
the extension of the archaeological area. Levi (1955, 160) testifies that 
the Minoan buildings continued across the road, westwards, and, prob-
ably towards east along the hill. As a result of this suggestion, in 2016 
we conducted a geomagnetic survey along the eastern part of the site. 
Although we are still waiting for the final report, from the preliminary 
images supplied by the Ground Penetrating Radar and the Magnetome-
ter survey, a number of alignments emerges, some of which can be relat-
ed to masonry. The orientation of the buildings seems to be similar to 
the Protopalatial, and even more so to the Neopalatial structures dug up 
in the western part of the site, allowing us to suppose that the “Minoan” 
quarter may well continue eastward, following the natural slope of the 
hill (fig. 5).
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Fig. 4 :  The long east-west wall between γ-δ-ε and α-β, 
and the bench, partly covered by the north-south walls
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This point seems to have been confirmed by the trial pit excavated in 
summer 2017 by a team of the Phaistos Project.8 The pit revealed a stra-
tigraphy at a shallow depth, albeit partly damaged by the strong erosion 
of the hill slope, which almost completely obliterated a terrace wall and 
a room up against it. The structure seems to date from the Geometric 
period, but overlies layers of earth fill containing significant quantities of 
Minoan pottery. These are possibly the same strata encountered by the 
late-1950s excavations further east and under which structures of the 
Proto- and Neopalatial period emerged.

Topographical considerations 
Until the 1980s, before the drainage system of the Gria Saita was 

implemented, the area of Phaistos was characterized on its east side 
by a wide and unhealthy marshland. The area of Haghia Photini was 
defined by Spratt as “miserable and befevered” (Spratt 1865, 24). In 
order to avoid the northernmost part of these marshlands, the main 
road coming from Moires had to maintain a northern route, approaching 

8	 The team comprised Amedeo Rossi, Federica Iannone, Federica Di Biase and Maurizio 
Musio.
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Fig. 5 :  Ground Penetrating Radar and the Magnetometer surveys 
to the west of the “Minoan quarter” (elaboration from ATS s.r.l.)



the area of Phaistos from northeast. Close to Haghios Onouphrios, this 
road finally met the one that connected Vori to Haghios Ioannis. Only 
then was the visitor able to turn towards the south, to reach the north-
ern slopes of Phaistos (fig. 6).

The studies conducted by the Phaistos Project, together with the team 
directed by Michel Ghirardi of the CEREGE of Aix-en-Provence, have 
demonstrated that during Minoan times, the part of the Mesara plain 
near the plateau of Phaistos, between the modern villages of Haghios 
Ioannis and Petrokephali, was a lake.9 As a consequence, we may sup-
pose that also during Minoan times a similar circuitous route was needed 
to approach the urban area, which could not be directly accessed from 
the east. Whatever the exact route from the north was, it is probable 
that the Minoan traveler approached from north-east, encountering, as 
in modern times, the Palace and Haghia Photini as the first testimony of 
the town’s existence. 

9	 Ghilardi et al. 2015 with other bibliography; the complete edition of the results is 
forthcoming.
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We have no clues to help understand how the ancient roads approached 
either from the south, towards the flat area that stretches between Chris-
tos Effendi and the Acropoli Mediana, or from the south-east, towards 
Haghia Photini and the Palace. We can only be sure that from Haghia 
Photini it was possible to reach the area of the Palace directly. 

Today there is only a small and difficult track which connects the 
northeastern part of the Palace with the area of Haghia Photini, along 
a steep south-north route. But, west of the “pre-Mycenaean” area, Per-
nier thought he had come across part of the Minoan road that lead to 
the Palace.10 Even if Pernier cannot offer any proof that his “road” was 
ancient, and even though no traces of this road have yet been identified 
during our surveys, the aerial photos made before and little after the 
construction of the modern road, allow us to appreciate the pre-modern 
routes of the area, and the existence of tracks that led to Haghia Photini 
are still recognizable (fig. 6, dashed line; fig.7).

It is interesting to note the archaeological data deriving from the 
steep slopes of this northern hilly part of the site of Phaistos. Along the 
pre-modern route, starting from the north, the so-called “tomb of the 
Old Mill” and the “tomb of the road” were discovered, both with Sub-My-
cenaean and/or Protogeometric phases; halfway up the hill, a little 

10	Pernier 1904, 324: “è evidente ch’essa riusciva all’angolo nord-est della spianata 
superiore, ove innanzi al palazzo si stende un vasto piazzale ancora per buona parte 
lastricato allo stesso modo della strada; né sembra inverosimile che la strada stessa 
fosse una diramazione d’una delle grandi vie antiche della Messarà, d’una via la quale 
doveva press’a poco corrispondere alla odierna che, venendo dalla baia messaritica, 
lascia un poco a sud la stazione preellenica di Haghia Triada e quindi corre fra le 
acropoli di Phaestos e le colline su cui erano disseminate le sepolture micenee”.
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Fig. 7 :  The pre-modern road system of Phaistos



hoard of Hellenistic coins was discovered in 1953, and, lastly, probably 
part of a Hellenistic cemetery was discovered by our team in 2015 in the 
section which was cut through the “quarter” during the construction of 
the new road.

While no systematic survey or study have been conducted in this area, 
the information that we have collected allows us to suppose that in the 
post-Palatial ages, and mainly in Hellenistic times, this area was used 
for funerary purposes, and that, as a consequence, it may be considered 
as lying outside the town. In a similar manner, the absence of Minoan 
structures north of Haghia Photini could allow us to suppose that the 
area was also outside the town during Minoan times (Palio 2001, 267; 
2012).

This postulation may confirm the marginal position of Haghia Photini 
as it appears in the literature (Caloi 2005, 33). But in fact the marginal 
position of Haghia Photini stems principally from our still incomplete 
knowledge of the territory. Further, the use of the label of “quarter” 
tends to imply its isolation from more than its connection with the rest 
of Protopalatial Phaistos. Following McEnroe (2010, 67) we can say that 
“to neglect the spaces between the building, … would be to neglect the 
fabric that tied the city together: the streets, walkways, courts, and 
public gathering places. It would also overlook the enormous investment 
that went into both the construction of these public facilities and their 
maintenance and programming”. 

As a consequence, the explanation of Palio (2012, 104) is preferable, 
as he stresses the role played by Haghia Photini in LM I, as the inter-
face between the Palace and its external areas: the surveys conducted 
in recent years support the suggestion, allowing one to conclude that 
Haghia Photini was both liminal and yet fully integrated into the “urban” 
system of Protopalatial Phaistos, as its architectonical and topograph-
ic relationship with room CVII could demonstrate. Liminal rather than 
marginal (Caloi 2011, 80) would be a better word to use. 

Finally, the plausible “external” element of the area in front of Haghia 
Photini allows us to conclude that Haghia Photini was probably placed 
at the gates of the town (Palio 2012). A similar role could also be deduced 
for two other strategic areas of the site, at Chalara11 and, in the eastern 
area, near the southeastern slopes of Christos Effendi. 

The importance of Haghia Photini in the framework of the Phaistian 
urban system, and its particular relation with the Palace, is highlighted 
by a document that has been sadly disregarded far too long: the Linear A 

11	 A similar role may be supposed also for the rooms κ and λ at Chalara. I thank Orazio 
Palio for this suggestion. For the general discussion on rooms λ and κ, see Levi 1976, 
675-679. During the campaigns of 2016-2017, Chalara has been cleaned and com-
pletely studied by the teams of Phaistos Project (University of Salerno and Roma ‛La 
Sapienza’), with a grant from INSTAP.
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tablet, PH 30. Unlike Linear B documents of the Mycenaean age, the 
presence of Linear A does not testify to an unequivocal deployment of 
Haghia Photini inside the palatial administration. On the other hand, 
the existence of a totally independent, private administration cannot 
be proven either. From Levi, we know that the tablet was found in the 
Protopalatial room k2,

12 though in the final edition (GORILA I, xxx, 316-
317) the findspot indicated is the Neopalatial room ι. Sorting out the 
different findspots requires the study of the original fieldnotes of Clelia 
Laviosa – the archaeologist who excavated the room: the latter findspot 
is there recorded.13 If this is correct, PH 30 could be the very earliest 
written document found in Neopalatial Phaistos. 

Alessandro Greco

Haghia Photini during the Neopalatial phase
Well after the end of MM III, during the LM IB, a new palace at Phais-

tos was rebuilt above the ruins of the older one (La Rosa 2002; Palio 
2010). The broader settlement was abandoned during LM IA with only 
a few buildings, of which there are scant architectural remains, still in 
use in the area immediately southwest of the Palace and in the area 
west of West Court I. Only when the Palace was rebuilt, were two impor-
tant buildings built – at Haghia Photini and Chalara, respectively on the 
northeastern and southeastern slopes of the hill (the latter perhaps a 
little earlier). 

The paucity of evidence, especially architectural, belonging to the 
LM I phase, has also been confirmed by the initial results of the survey 
conducted by the Phaistos Project, according to which this seems one of 
the least represented periods. As a consequence, the role of these struc-
tures must be considered very carefully, and we hope that the restarting 
of research at Haghia Photini and Chalara will give important results.

The study of LM I deposits, excavated in 1954 and 1958 at Haghia 
Photini, is still ongoing (Levi 1955, 158; 1961-1962, 469-77; Palio 2001; 
2012). The house has very simple architecture, similar to Minoan build-
ings of this age: two central rooms, communicating via a wide door (η 
and ζ ), and several other surrounding rooms, probably service rooms, 
set around these (McEnroe 1982; 1990) (fig. 8). The material assemblag-
es comprise particularly valuable objects, in striking contrast with the 
apparent poverty of the preserved architectural structures.

Unlike other parts of the site of Phaistos, the site of Haghia Photini 
was abandoned after the destruction of the MM II building and during 
the MM III period. Only the fragments of two large hemispherical cups 

12	 Levi 1961-1962, 472. But, in the final publication, Levi (1976, 651) avoids specifying 
the findspot, describing the tablet in a general discussion about the finds discovered 
in levels under the Neopalatial rooms (λ and ζ ?).

13	 I thank Orazio Palio for the information. See also Militello 2002, 73.
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retrieved in the southern sector (fig. 9), along with other LM IB materials, 
from a possible open space referred to as κ1, could be comparable with 
similar vessels, from a typological point of view, from Haghia Triada, 
dated to an initial phase of LM I (Puglisi 2001; 2011a; 2013, 76). Luca 
Girella (2010) believes that such type of cups may be dated to MM III 
production.
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Fig. 8 :  Plan of the LM IB Building of Haghia Photini (after Levi 1961-1962)
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From the abundant material recovered in the destruction levels, we 
can place this at the end of the LM IB period, simultaneous with that 
of the Second Palace. However, we have no reliable information about 
the time of construction of the building, except, perhaps, a small group 
of fragments, coming from the area of the Protopalatial room β (fig. 10). 
These fragments were stored in a box whose label reads “layer over the 
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Fig. 9 :  MM IIIB-LM IA cups from space κ1 (inv. SAIA F2560 and 2561)

Fig. 10 :  Sherds of LM IB cups from the area of the MM room β



bench” (in Italian “strato sulla banchina”) and the bench of β, as it is 
known, belongs to the oldest Protopalatial building. The sherds, cer-
tainly in a secondary deposition, may have been collected during the 
excavation of the destruction levels of the older building running below 
the foundation layer of LM I building. They comprise fragments of cups 
decorated with LM IA final-LM IB horizontal wavy lines, tangent spiral 
motifs (Chatzi-Vallianou 2011; Cucuzza 2011; Puglisi 2011b; Rutter 
2011), and in the so-called Floral Paneled Style (Rutter 2004). If this 
small group of fragments was in a stratigraphical position that preceded 
the construction of the Neopalatial building, it could then indicate when 
our building was constructed. That would be during the LM IB period, 
the same broad epoch when the Second Palace was rebuilt and used 
(Palio 2010). 

The LM IB building of Haghia Photini was constructed over three ter-
races, oriented south to north. On the upper terrace are the rooms ι and 
π and the corridor or the stairway λ, with the open area κ1. The rooms ι 
and π were found filled with vases broken up into numerous and often 
minute fragments. The pottery assemblage was composed of fine ceram-
ics in particular, among which numerous cups (at least one hundred), 
conical cups (over one hundred), jugs and bridge-spouted jars, a stirrup 
jar, fragmentary human figurines and a stone lamp (fig. 11). It is possible 
that the few fragments collected in room λ belonged to the same complex 
formed by the rooms ι and π, or they could have fallen from a room on 
the upper floor.
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Fig. 11 :  Stone lamp from room π (inv. SAIA F2454)
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The hypothesis of the possible presence of an upper floor would 
appear borne out not only by two steps of a staircase in the southern 
sector of η (fig. 12), but also by the discovery in different rooms of sherds 
belonging to the same vessel (fig. 13). In our opinion, the two small rooms 
ι and π may have had the function of closets, where the vessels utilized 
in the activities of the building were stored.14

On the terrace below were the two rooms η and ζ. The first was the 
largest room of the house, where a large pithoid-amphora and several 

14	 The presence of small storerooms for pottery and other objects near rooms equipped 
with a bench is attested in other MM buildings at Phaistos, like the House LXXXI-
LXXXV/XCIV-XCV, west of the West Court (Speziale 2001), and the building CV-CVII, 
on the south slope of the so-called Acropoli Mediana (Baldacci 2017).
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Fig. 12 :  Steps of the stairway in room η

Fig. 13 :  Fragments of a bowl from (a) space κ1 and (b) from room ι
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bridge-spouted jars were found, as well as a bird’s nest bowl in green 
serpentine, placed in a niche of a probable bench against the south wall. 
All the vessels found on the floor are connected with drinking activities, 
perhaps the main activity in this room. The stone vessel, the bench, 
and the drinking vessels are characteristic elements of Protopalatial 
contexts, apparently still in circulation in the LM IB period (Palio 2004).

In the second room, a series of quadrangular boxes formed from ver-
tically-placed slabs was brought to light. Given the presence of ashes 
and of two tripod cooking pots inside them, this room can be considered 
as a facility for cooking activities (fig. 14). The impression that this is a 
kitchen is enhanced by the presence, near the stone boxes, of a stone 
slab resting on the floor, several stone pestles and grinders and other 
vessels for the storage, processing and preparation of food.

Fig. 14 :  Room ζ during the old excavation

On the third terrace, the lowest, there was only one room, θ, in which 
were found several medium-size vases, probably containers for food-
stuffs and liquids, and the fragments of some pithoi. Many of these ves-
sels are similar to those stored in room 103 of the northeast quarter of 
the Palace, which also arguably is directly connected with one of the 
possible access routes to the Palace, for people coming from the north.

From this short description of the building, we obtain further confir-
mation of the role that Haghia Photini had fulfilled over the centuries 
as a zone that connected the Palace and the outside world. In LM IB, 

Haghia Photini and the ‘urban’ development of Phaistos
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the Haghia Photini building was, we may assume, a place where people 
entering the Palace congregated and in partaking of food and drink, 
readied themselves to be received into this great religious centre. In this 
context, the fragment of the Linear A tablet referred to above (and dating 
to the Second Palace period) would not be out of place. 

Orazio Palio
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Η Αγία Φωτεινή και η «αστική» ανάπτυξη της Φαιστού: 
μια επικαιροποιημένη επιφανειακή έρευνα. Ένα εγχείρημα 

του Προγράμματος «Φαιστός» και του INSTAP

Alessandro Greco & Orazio Palio

Η θέση Αγία Φωτεινή βρίσκεται στη βόρεια πλαγιά του λόφου του ανακτό-
ρου της Φαιστού. Η αρχαιολογική περιοχή αποκαλύφθηκε κατά τη διά-
νοιξη του οδικού άξονα Μοίρες – Μάταλα το 1954 και ανασκάφηκε από 
Ιταλούς αρχαιολόγους μεταξύ των ετών 1954-1959. Στο δυτικό τμήμα του 
χώρου, ένας μικρός οικιστικός πυρήνας ανασκάφηκε και ταυτίστηκε ως 
«Μινωική Συνοικία» από τον αρχαιολόγο Doro Levi. Η ανασκαφή δημο-
σιεύτηκε γρήγορα, ωστόσο η τεκμηρίωσή της ήταν πολύ επιφανειακή. Το 
2015, στο πλαίσιο της ελληνοϊταλικής συνεργασίας Πρόγραμμα «Φαιστός», 
έγινε μια νέα προσπάθεια καθαρισμού του χώρου και προετοιμασίας για 
την αποκατάστασή του. 

Με βάση τα νέα στοιχεία που προέκυψαν από τον καθαρισμό και την 
αποκατάσταση του χώρου (2015-2016), καθώς και με τις πληροφορίες που 
συλλέχθηκαν από επιφανειακές έρευνες επτά ετών στην περιοχή της Φαι-
στού, στο πρώτο μέρος της παρούσας ανακοίνωσης, ο Alessandro Greco 
παρουσιάζει μια επικαιροποιημένη ανάλυση της λεγόμενης «Συνοικίας» 
της Αγίας Φωτεινής, κατά τις δύο βασικές περιόδους της μινωικής της ανά-
πτυξης, και σε συνάρτηση με την ευρύτερη αστική περιφέρεια της Φαιστού. 

Στο δεύτερο μέρος της ανακοίνωσης, ο Orazio Palio παρουσιάζει τα 
πρώτα αποτελέσματα της μελέτης των ομάδων της ΥΜ ΙΒ κεραμικής από 
τις ανασκαφές του D. Levi. Κατά τη διάρκεια αυτής της περιόδου, η οποία 
στη Φαιστό αντιπροσωπεύεται από πολύ λίγες αρχιτεκτονικές δομές, το 
μικρό συγκρότημα δωματίων που έχει κτιστεί επάνω από τα ερείπια της 
Πρωτοανακτορικής περιόδου παρουσιάζει ιδιαίτερο ενδιαφέρον, ειδικά 
αν αναλογιστούμε τη θέση του πάνω σε μια από τις βασικές οδούς που 
οδηγούν προς το ανάκτορο. Οι συγκεντρώσεις κεραμικής, που σχετίζονται 
με την προετοιμασία και την κατανάλωση τροφής, ίσως σε τελετουργικά 
συμφραζόμενα, μπορεί να συνδέονται με ψυχαγωγικές δραστηριότητες 
που λάμβαναν χώρα έξω από την είσοδο του ανακτόρου.  
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