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Abstract— The effective isotropic radiated power (EIRP) is a
crucial parameter characterizing the transmitting antennas of
a radio frequency satellite link. During the satellite commissioning phase, the requirements compliance of communication
subsystems is tested. One of the required tests concerns the
EIRP of the satellite transmitting antenna. Ground-based power
measurements of the satellite-emitted signal are collected to measure EIRP, provided that an estimate of the atmospheric losses
is available from independent ancillary measurements or model
data. This article demonstrates the applicability of the so-called
Langley method to infer EIRP and atmospheric attenuation
simultaneously from ground-based power measurements, with no
need for ancillary measurements. It is shown that the proposed
method gives results similar to more traditional methods, without
prior information on atmospheric attenuation. Thus, the proposed method can be applied to monitor EIRP throughout the
satellite lifetime from ground-based power measurements alone.
Index Terms— Antenna radiation patterns, radio propagation,
satellite antennas.

I. I NTRODUCTION

T

HE effective isotropic radiated power (EIRP) is a parameter characterizing transmitting antennas. EIRP is equal
to the product of the transmitted peak power and antenna
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maximum gain, and thus, it represents one of the driving
parameters for the design of a satellite radio frequency (RF)
link budget [24]. The driving relation of a satellite link-budget
design is the Friis line-of-sight (LOS) equation describing
the power received at the end of a point-to-point link as a
function of the transmitter/receiver parameters (e.g., spacecraft
EIRP and ground antenna gain) as well as atmospheric and
free-space losses [14]. Depending on the mission objectives,
this equation can be handled in order to design different
operational parameters such as the transmitted power or the
transmission data rate, provided an accurate knowledge of
the atmospheric and free-space losses and transmitter/receiver
parameters. Any error in the knowledge of these factors will
impact the satellite link-budget design, leading to channel
state oversizing (causing data losses) or undersizing (causing
a waste of channel resources) (see [12], [13]).
Ground-station antenna specifications are supposed to be
stable and easy-to-check, whereas this is not true for the spacecraft components. For any newly launched satellite, the nominal system specifications measured at the ground need to be
tested during the commissioning phase, and deviations shall
be quantified. In this perspective, the RF in-orbit test (IOT)
campaign aims at verifying the requirements compliance of
the satellite communication subsystems. One of the required
tests concerns the EIRP, one of the most critical quantities
characterizing the satellite transmitting sub-system [22]. For
nongeostationary satellite, the EIRP assessment during the IOT
is even more difficult due to the variable pointing of the ground
antenna and the corresponding variable atmospheric loss.
During the RF IOT, the EIRP value and stability are monitored
by taking ground-based power measurements of the signal
emitted by the satellite along its overpasses (see [16], [17]).
A procedure to estimate the nongeostationary satellite EIRP is
provided by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
in the recommendation ITU-R S.1512 [23], where the test
equipment involves an Earth station, a spectrum analyzer, and
a computer for the test program. In this context, to account for
atmospheric losses, an estimate of the atmospheric attenuation
must be available, either from ancillary measurements or
weather model data.
In this work, we propose a method to simultaneously
estimate both nongeostationary satellite EIRP and atmospheric
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attenuation from ground-based power measurements alone by
applying the so-called Langley method (LM), with no need for
ancillary measurements or weather model data. A historical
review of the LM is given in [1]. The LM is named after
Samuel Pierpont Langley, the inventor of the bolometer [2],
and it involves combining radiation measurements through
a range of elevation angles. The traditional LM consists in
plotting the radiation intensity (in log scale) versus the airmass
factor (a function of elevation angle) and fitting a linear
curve to determine the intercept and the slope, which are
related to, respectively, the intensity outside the atmosphere
and the atmospheric attenuation. The LM can be applied
in different contexts of atmospheric sciences, e.g., for the
calibration of Sun photometers [3] and microwave radiometers
(MWRs) [4], used extensively in operational networks [5]–[7].
One classic application of the LM is the measurement of the
Sun irradiance at the top of the atmosphere along with the
atmospheric attenuation via ground-based actinometric measurements under varying observation angles [8]. This approach
has been more recently extended to the measurement of
Sun microwave brightness temperature through Sun-tracking
radiometric observations [9], [10].
These latter conditions, i.e., an MWR pointing at the Sun
during daytime, are similar to the conditions of an RF link
between the ground and a low-Earth-orbit (LEO) satellite (i.e.,
a receiving antenna pointing at the transmitting satellite during
its overpass). Then, the LM can be thought to be applicable
for measuring the satellite transmitted power and thus EIRP
in the same way, i.e., by angular sampling of ground-based
RF received signals during a satellite overpass. To our knowledge, this approach has never been attempted before. This
work aims at demonstrating the applicability of the LM to
infer EIRP and atmospheric attenuation simultaneously from
ground-based power measurements, allowing future satellite
missions performing on-flight monitoring of nongeostationary
spacecraft EIRP without requiring other external information.
In summary, the novelty of the proposed approach with respect
to classical LM applications consists in the following:
1) application to a completely different problem, i.e., artificial satellite signals transmission in the microwave
domain instead of solar radiation in the visible spectrum;
2) stand-alone on-flight experimental estimation of EIRP
with simultaneous estimation of atmospheric attenuation, currently unavailable during the satellite in orbit
lifetime;
3) demonstration during typical nongeostationary RF
link conditions, including clear and cloudy sky and
low-elevation angles, which candidates the proposed
method for operational satellite EIRP monitoring during
RF-IOT phase and beyond.
This article is organized as follows. Section II develops the
theory, Section III presents the available data set, Section IV
shows the results, and Section V summarizes the conclusions
and outlook.
II. T HEORETICAL BACKGROUND
The LM follows by applying the Beer–Lambert–Bouguer
law to the radiation intensity emitted by an extra-terrestrial

source (I0 ) and transmitted through the atmosphere along the
path forming the zenith angle θ with respect to the surface
normal [1]
I (θ ) = I0 · e−m(θ )τ

(1)

where τ is the atmospheric opacity along the zenith direction
and m(θ ) is the airmass factor, i.e., a function of zenith
angle θ . Frequency dependence in (1) is avoided for simplicity
of notation. By taking the natural logarithm, we obtain the
classical equation for the LM
ln(I (θ )) = ln(I0 ) − m(θ )τ.

(2)

In the traditional LM, ln(I (θ )) is plotted versus m(θ ) and
a linear regression performed to determine the intercept ln(I0 )
and the slope τ (ν). This approach is often also referred to
as Langley extrapolation or Langley plot. Although other
formulations of the LM have been proposed, the choice of
the traditional LM versus the alternative methods seems more
a matter of taste than accuracy (see [11]).
Considering satellite-to-Earth downlink transmissions, EIRP
(hereafter indicated with E within equations) is defined as the
product of the satellite transmitting antenna maximum gain
(G S A ) and the total radiated power (PT )
E = G S A PT .

(3)

The signal power received by a ground station (PG S ) is
linked to EIRP through the link budget of an LOS radio
communication system




EGR
GS AG R
1
1
=
PG S = PT
LT L R L P OL L A L F
L R LT L P OL L A L F
(4)
where G S A and G R are the maximum gain of the satellite
and ground-station antennas, L T and L R are the depointing
losses for the transmitting and receiving antenna, L P O L is
the loss due to polarization mismatch, and L A and L F are
the atmospheric path loss (due to attenuation by atmospheric
gases and hydrometeors) and free-space loss (due to beam
divergence), respectively.
For the optimization of the satellite-to-Earth data-transfer,
the spacecraft transmission operational parameters are
designed through (4) to guarantee a signal-to-noise ratio higher
than the minimum threshold required by the receiving system
(see [12], [13]). On the other hand, the satellite EIRP can be
estimated from (3) by knowing the atmospheric and free-space
path losses, the receiver antenna gain, and the measured power
at the station. G R is a parameter of the ground station and
L F is a function of the range d and wavelength λ and can be
easily computed by knowing the elevation angle of the receiver
ground antenna


4πd 2
.
(5)
LF =
λ
Note that (4) is simply a recasting of the classical Friis equation [14], [15], based on the equivalent dipole antenna model
in the case of free-space communications, but considering the
impact of Earth’s atmosphere through the atmospheric path
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loss L A , which depends on d and the atmospheric optical properties (i.e., the extinction coefficient α) along the link path s
LA = e

d
0

α(s)ds

.

(6)

The extinction coefficient α depends on atmospheric thermodynamical features, such as pressure, temperature, and
humidity, and the presence hydrometeors (cloud and rain
droplets). In the assumption of a plane parallel atmosphere,
L A can be expressed in terms of the atmospheric opacity τ at
zenith and the airmass factor m
 ZT O A
τ =
α(z)dz
(7)
0

1
= secθ
cosθ
L A = emτ .
m=

The atmospheric path attenuation A(dB) is simply derived
from the atmospheric opacity τ (Np) through the multiplicative
factor 4.343
A(θ )= 4.343m(θ )τ.

(10)

A. EIRP Estimation With the Friis Method
The Friis equation (4) may be recasted to obtain EIRP from
the other factors, i.e.,
E = PG S L A L F L T L R L P O L /G R .

In the first approximation, the distance depends on the zenith
angle through the height of satellite orbit (h), the Earth radius
(R E ), and the elevation angle (ϕ = (π/2) − θ ) as

(13)
d(θ ) = (R E + h)2 + R 2E −2(R E + h)R E si nα
where
α = ϕ + si n −1

(11)

To determine E with (11), hereafter referred to as the Friis
method (FM), all the right-hand terms must be known: characteristics of the receiving system (G R and L R ), measured PG S ,
link geometry (i.e., L F ), and atmospheric path loss L A . The
critical term is path loss L A : condition-dependent atmospheric
attenuation is required to assess EIRP. Atmospheric attenuation
must be estimated from an external source, e.g., applying
a propagation model to ancillary measurements, such as
radiosonde observations (RAOB) or ground-based MWR
observations, or atmospheric simulations, such as 4-D fields
from numerical weather prediction (NWP) reanalysis.
B. EIRP Estimation With the LM
The LM can potentially offer a tool to estimate EIRP in
alternative to the FM described above. However, it shall be
noted that all the applications reviewed in Section I use sources
(the Sun or cosmic background) that are very far from the
receiving system. As such, the relative distance between the
source and the receiver, and thus the free-space loss (5), can
be considered constant during the elevation scan. Conversely,
when the source is located aboard an LEO satellite, at an altitude of the order of ∼1000 km, the relative distance between
the transmitting and receiving antennas changes significantly
along the overpass. The free-space loss cannot be considered
constant, as it changes with zenith angle with the distance


4πd(θ ) 2
.
(12)
L F (θ ) =
λ




cosϕ
.
1 + h/R E

(14)

Thus, by defining
P1 = E G R /L T L R L P O L

(15)

the EIRP definition (9) can be rewritten as

(8)
(9)

3

PG S (θ )L F (θ ) = P1 e−m(θ )τ

(16)

ln(P G S (θ )L F (θ )) = ln(P1 ) − m(θ )τ

(17)

and thus

which is suitable to be treated using the LM. Considering a
transmitting antenna on an LEO satellite, ground-based measurements of PG S at different elevation angles, i.e., different
values of the airmass m(θ ), may be collected by tracking
the satellite during each overpass. Thus, measurements in the
(ln(P G S (θ )L F (θ )), m(θ )) plane can be fitted by a straight
line. The slope and the intercept to zero airmass of the
line fit correspond to the atmospheric opacity τ and ln(P1 ),
respectively. Once ln(P1 ) is determined, P1 may be derived
and, thus, EIRP, assuming that L T , L R , L P O L , and G R are
known
P1
LT L R L P OL.
(18)
E=
GR
III. DATA S ET
The data set collected in this study for demonstrating the
applicability of the LM for EIRP measurements includes
both ground-based observations and model data from global
reanalysis.
A. RF Link Measurements
The primary data set consists in ground-based power
measurements of RF signals emitted by a Ka-band downlink
aboard an LEO satellite. These measurements are collected
in the framework of a European Space Agency (ESA)
project named Svalbard grouNd statiOn for Wide Band Earth
observation data Reception (SNOWBEAR) [16], [17]. The
receiving antenna, protected by a radome, is located on the
Platåberge plateau (78.2272392 ◦ N, 15.4339544 ◦ E, 499.5 m
a.s.l.), within the Svalbard Satellite Station (SVALSAT),
∼2 km from the Svalbard airport near Longyearbyen,
Norway. SNOWBEAR takes place within the EUMETSAT
Polar System–Second Generation (EPS-SG) mission to derisk
the introduction of the 26 GHz transmission band [18]. The
LEO satellite is the Joint Polar Satellite System 1 (JPSS-1,
called NOAA-20 after commissioning). JPSS-1 is equipped
with a Ka-band downlink that shares a lot of commonalities
with the one that will be mounted on MetOP-SG, the core
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TABLE I
C HARACTERISTICS OF R ECEIVING S YSTEM

spacecraft of EPS-SG mission. The JPSS-1 Radio Frequency
Interface Control Document (see [19]) reports a 45.0 dBW
nominal value for EIRP, estimating the operational value to be
43.51 dBW by accounting for antenna gain and other system
losses. The main characteristics of the Ka-band receiving
system are shown in Table I.
NOAA-20 orbit has a repetition cycle of 227 passes
(16 days, 14/15 passes per day), of which 205 are with
maximum elevation <80◦ , whereas the remaining 22 have
maximum elevation >80◦ . Ground-based measurements during 73 passes from December 2018 to May 2019 have been
considered in this study, including low-, medium-, and highelevation pass-type conditions. Measurements at the RHCP
channel (cryogenic chain) are considered, particularly the
broadband RF Signal power at the high data rate receiver input
(HRD2). Fig. 1 shows one example of data for a high-elevation
orbit overpass.
B. Model Data
The model data identified for this study are the
global reanalysis available from the European Center for
Medium-range Weather Forecast (ECMWF). The current generation of ECMWF atmospheric reanalysis (ERA5) provides
hourly data of many atmospheric, land-surface, and sea-state
parameters. ERA5 data are available from the Copernicus
Climate Change Service (C3S) Climate Data Store (CDS).
Monthly updates of the ERA5 data set are currently published
within three months from real time. Atmospheric fields are
defined on regular latitude–longitude grid and 37 vertical
levels up to 0.01 hPa. The spatial resolution is 0.25◦ × 0.25◦ ,
corresponding to roughly 27.8 × 5.7 km at Svalbard latitudes.
The closest ECMWF global reanalysis grid point is about
3 km far from the SNOWBEAR site. ERA5 data closest to
the dates/times of the 73 overpasses have been obtained from
the C3S-CDS.
Atmospheric attenuation depends on the atmospheric thermodynamical conditions. In particular, the absorption of each
atmospheric layer depends on temperature, pressure, and water
(vapor and liquid) content. Atmospheric attenuation at any
frequency and observing angle can be computed by processing
the closest the ERA5 thermodynamical profiles with a radiative
transfer (or atmospheric propagation) model. As such, a modeled estimate of atmospheric attenuation can be produced for
any grid point within 1 h from each satellite overpass by
processing ERA5 atmospheric profiles. The accuracy of such
estimate depends on the uncertainty of the ERA5 profiles in
representing the real atmospheric conditions, as well as the
uncertainty of the absorption model.
Fig. 2 shows the integrated water vapor (IWV) and
liquid water path (LWP), obtained integrating ERA5 specific

Fig. 1. Example of RF link measurements during a high-elevation pass
(#7474 on April 29, 2019 from 03:25 to 03:44 UTC). Top: NOAA-20 satellite
orbit track. Middle: antenna elevation (blue) and transmitter–receiver slant
range (red) versus recording time. Bottom: HRD2 channel input level versus
recording time.

humidity and liquid water content profiles, as well as the
attenuation maps obtained for each ERA5 grid point. The
attenuation is computed at 500 m a.s.l. to simulate the
conditions at the SNOWBEAR site.
IV. R ESULTS
The RF link data described in Section III are used to
estimate the value of EIRP with both the FM and the LM.
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Fig. 3. EIRP estimated with the FM for the overpass in Fig. 1 (#7474,
April 29, 2019, started 03:25 UTC). The attenuation from ERA5 and the
EIRP mean value ± one std are reported above the panel.

Fig. 2. IWV (top) and LWP (middle) obtained integrating specific humidity
and liquid water content profiles for each ERA5 grid point. Corresponding
total attenuation (bottom) computed at 500 m a.s.l. to simulate atmospheric
attenuation at the SNOWBEAR site. ERA5 date/time is the closest to the
satellite pass in Fig. 1.

The simulated attenuation computed as above is used as the
ancillary information needed by the FM, while it represents an
independent source of comparison for the attenuation inferred
by the LM.
Note that the original formulations, i.e., (11) for the FM
and (17) and (18) for the LM, have been modified to dB units,
respectively, as follows:

PG S

E F M = PG S + L A + L F + L T + L R + L P O L − G R (19)
+ L F = P1 − m L A
(20)
E L M = P1 + L T + L R + L P O L − G R .

(21)

Values in the equations above are obtained from the following sources.
1) PG S : Ground-based measurements of received power
at different antenna elevation angles. Measurements at
the HRD2 channel are used. PG S is estimated from the
HRD2 receiver signal accounting for all the losses within
the cryogenic chain, as provided by the SNOWBEAR
signal-level plan. Antenna elevation angles are encoded
within the file, from which the zenith angles θ are
derived.
2) L A : For the FM, the atmospheric path loss is calculated from the simulated atmospheric opacity computed
from ERA5 profiles on the grid point closest to the
SNOWBEAR site, computed at 500 m a.s.l. For the
LM, L A is estimated together with P1 , as the linear fit
coefficients (slope and offset, respectively), with no need
for ancillary input data.
3) L F : The free-space loss is calculated from the distance
between the orbiting transmitter and the ground-based
receiver, which is encoded within the overpass data files.
4) L R , L T , and L P O L : The losses for the transmitting
and receiving systems, as well as the polarization losses
are provided by ESA/EUMETSAT for the SNOWBEAR
antenna or from analogy with other missions.
5) G R : The gain of the ground-station antenna is provided
by the SNOWBEAR signal level plan (see Table I).
One example of FM results obtained applying (19) to one
RF link data file is shown in Fig. 3. As implicit in the FM, once
L A is provided, each measurement PG S at any given pointing
angle provides one estimate of EIRP. In the example in Fig. 3,
L A from ERA5 is 0.19 dB, resulting in EIRP estimates ranging
from 42.6 to 43.9 dB. The mean value E F M is 43.50 ±
0.21 dB where the uncertainty is calculated as 1 std of all
the estimates at different angles. The uncertainty associated
with single estimate at each angle may also be considered
applying a weighted average, though it does not change the
results significantly (in this case 43.51 ± 0.21 dB).
The results for the LM obtained applying (20) and (21)
to the same overpass are shown in Fig. 4. The retrieved
values for E L M and L A are, respectively, 43.65 ± 0.01 and
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Fig. 4. LM applied to RF link data from the overpass in Fig. 1 (#7474,
April 29, 2019, started 03:25 UTC). Blue dots indicate the measured data,
whereas red circles highlight the data considered in the linear fit (in this case
all between 1 and 15 airmass). The blue solid line indicates the linear fit,
extrapolated to zero airmass (dashed line). LA and P1 are derived from the
linear fit coefficients (slope and intercept, respectively). Then, ELM (dB) is
inferred from P1 . The value of the normalized χN2 for the linear fit is also
shown. Black and cyan dots indicate simulations from ECMWF reanalysis
considering, respectively, the EIRP nominal value (45.00 dB) and the EIRP
value retrieved with the LM (43.65 dB).

0.24 ± 0.00 dB, where the uncertainties account for the
uncertainty of the linear fit coefficients through noisy data,
given by the weighted linear regression theory (see [20]). The
goodness of the linear fits is quantified through the normalized
χ N2 . To select trustful linear fits, retrievals for which χ N2 is
larger than a threshold, arbitrarily set to 0.1, are discarded.
Note that (20) can be easily modeled knowing hardware
specifications (including EIRP) and atmospheric attenuation.
Fig. 4 also shows the modeled data using atmospheric attenuation computed from ECMWF reanalysis and assuming two
different values for EIRP, the nominal (45.0 dB) and the
retrieved value (43.65 dB). Measured and modeled slopes (i.e.,
atmospheric attenuation) are slightly different, as ECMWF
reanalysis map into 0.18 dB, while measurements call for
0.24 dB. Also, the measurements show a wider spread for
atmospheric attenuation.
Ideally, the coefficients estimated with the linear fit should
not depend significantly on the choice of input data points,
as long as the data points express the same linear dependence
with some additional random uncertainty. However, undesired
spurious effects may cause the data points to depart from the
expected behavior. During this analysis, at least four features
were found that may hamper the meaningful applicability of
the LM.
1) Depointing Due to Antenna Step-Like Motion: A sharp
drop of the signal when the overpass is reaching its
maximum elevation. This is likely due to depointing
associated with slow step-like motion of elevation motor.
As such, it does not happen at any particular elevation
angle, it happens when the elevation angle speed gets
close to zero, i.e., when the elevation angle gets close
to the maximum value of that pass.
2) Snow Accumulation Over the Radome: During winter,
snow may accumulate over the antenna radome, despite

the regular cleaning. Snow accumulates especially on
the top, causing additional attenuation at high elevation
angles, but shows uneven distribution due to local conditions of insulation, wind speed, and direction.
3) High Pass Depointing During Descending: For passes
reaching 80◦ elevation, the antenna is moved by a
combination of cross-elevation and elevation motors. For
these passes, there seems to be a systematic depointing
during the descending phase. This may suggest that the
alignment between autotrack and antenna axes may be
optimized for the range 0◦ –90◦ but not for 90◦ –180◦
when the antenna feed is upside-down. This feature
would cause additional depointing and thus a drop in
the signal, as seen in spring/summer months, when the
snow accumulation is to be excluded.
4) Near-Field Obstructions: A metal gear (∼30 cm ×
50 cm) is located on top of the radome, which serves
for holding a lamp and for rotating the rope for snow
removal. It is likely that the metal gear causes signal
disturbance when seen by the principal reflector, though
the geometry is difficult to characterize as the gear sits
within the antenna near field.
For the reasons above, it is clear that the selection of
data points may be important for the linear fit. Therefore,
we identified a range of airmass in which the above features
did not show evidently (from 3 to 10 airmass, i.e., from ∼20◦
to 5◦ elevation, ascending only) to apply the LM. The rest of
this section considers only LM applied to this data set, if not
otherwise specified.
The results of the LM for the available overpasses are compared with other sources of EIRP and atmospheric attenuation.
In particular, EIRP and atmospheric attenuation from LM are
compared, respectively, with EIRP computed with the FM
and atmospheric attenuation calculated from ERA5 profiles.
Fig. 5 shows the comparison of E L M versus E F M . The two
methods agree within 0.46 dB root mean square (rms), with
a relatively small bias (0.14 dB) and fairly high correlation
(0.8). The mean values of EIRP as estimated with FM and
LM are 44.19 (0.63) and 44.25 (0.86) dB, respectively (values
in parenthesis are 1 std).
Finally, Fig. 6 shows the comparison of atmospheric attenuation retrieved with the LM and computed from ERA5 profiles.
The two methods agree within 0.09 dB rms, with a relatively
small bias (0.01 dB) and medium correlation (0.7).
Note that the results above are obtained regardless of
atmospheric conditions (clear and cloudy), despite the fact
that the LM implies homogenous atmospheric attenuation
during observations at different elevation angles. This is a
fair approximation in clear and stable sky conditions, while it
may become weak in the presence of dynamical weather, e.g.,
front passage, convection, and broken clouds. One possible
mitigation is cloud screening, i.e., an automated process that
identifies and removes points that are judged not consistent
with clear sky conditions. A cloud screening developed for
LM applied to direct-beam solar radiation is proposed in [21].
The method is equivalent to the LM but with an additional
iterative screening before fitting the data. It was shown capable
of detecting direct-beam solar radiation observations in short
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V. C ONCLUSION

Fig. 5.
Scatter plot of ELM versus EFM . The table reports sample size
[N(EL)], average (AVG), standard deviation (STD), and rms of the X − Y
difference, slope (SLP), intercept (INT), and estimated statistical error (SDE)
of the linear fit, and correlation coefficient (COR) between X and Y. Values
after ± indicate 95% confidence interval. Units for AVG, STD, INT, SDE,
and rms are dB.

Fig. 6. Scatter plot of ALM versus AERA5 . The table reports sample size
[N(EL)], average (AVG), standard deviation (STD), and rms of the X − Y
difference, slope (SLP), intercept (INT), and estimated statistical error (SDE)
of the linear fit, and correlation coefficient (COR) between X and Y. Values
after ± indicate 95% confidence interval. Units for AVG, STD, INT, SDE,
and rms are dB.

clear windows. However, conditions differ here, especially
because antenna beam and cloud contamination are, respectively, larger and weaker at Ka-band relative to solar radiation.
When applied to the available data set, this screening did not
appear to improve the results, despite an increased processing
time due to the iterative approach. Despite the rather neutral
impact, we recognize that data screening is an important aspect
that is worth further investigation; however, with the present
data set, the abovementioned issues are far more impacting
than atmospheric inhomogeneity.

This study demonstrates the applicability of the LM for
measurements of satellite antenna EIRP. The results from the
LM have been compared against the traditional FM.
A reduced range of elevation angles has been identified
(5◦ –20◦ ) to mitigate the impact of the undesired features
affecting the available data set, i.e., depointing due to antenna
step-like motion, snow accumulation over the radome, depointing during descending, and near-field obstructions. From the
available data set and the period under analysis, the primary
results are as follows.
1) EIRP retrieved with the LM agrees with FM with mean
square (rms difference < 0.46 dB, bias < 0.14 dB, and
correlation = 0.8).
2) Atmospheric attenuation retrieved with the LM agrees
with ERA5 simulations with rms difference < 0.09 dB,
bias < 0.01 dB, and correlation = 0.7.
The results above indicate that the LM is indeed applicable for the simultaneous and self-consistent estimate of
atmospheric attenuation and EIRP of the satellite antenna.
With respect to the more conventional FM, the LM only
requires angular sampling of ground-based power measurements of RF signals with no need for ancillary measurements
or weather model data. In this sense, the LM can be referred
to as a self-consistent approach to satellite EIRP estimation.
This study paves the way to the ground-based self-consistent
estimate of satellite EIRP, which can be applied to several
nongeostationary currently orbiting satellites as well as to
future satellites, e.g., MetOP-SG series of the EUMETSAT
EPS-SG mission. However, there remain a few issues so that
the proposed approach would benefit from further investigation
of the following aspects:
1) impact of atmospheric inhomogeneity on EIRP estimation and feasibility of adaptive data screening;
2) larger range of atmospheric attenuation, currently limited to conditions typical of Arctic winter and spring;
3) validation with independent sources of atmospheric
attenuation, such as available from an MWR colocated
with the ground antenna and scanning in satellitetracking mode;
4) exploration of radio-meteorological forecast based on
high-resolution NWP.
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